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AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES,  llc  • PRICES  REALIZED 


CLASSICS 

THE 

Haig  A.  ^ 
KoshkariaN 

COLEKCnON 


March  ‘>-10. 2004  • IC\itimi-*r[ 


AMFRFCAM’MUMtSMSTiC  ' 


The 

Haig  A. 
Koshkarian 

Collection 

MARCH  9-10,  2004 
BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND 

Total  Realized:  Nearly  $8  Million 


TTte  finest  known  1191  half  dollar, 
pedigreed  to  the  Norweb  Collection 
and  graded  MS-66  (NGC), 
soared  to  $966,000,  setting  a 
new  world  record  for  a 
U.S.  half  dollar  sold  at  auction. 


LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT  PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE  1 

50,600.00 

60 

47,150.00 

119 

1,610.00 

178 

3,220.00 

237 

862.50 

299 

862.50 

372 

632.50 

445 

3,910.00 

2 

21.850.00 

61 

64.400.00 

120 

977.50 

179 

3,220.00 

238 

1,840.00 

301 

10,350.00 

373 

3.220.00 

446 

4.600.00 

3 

25.300.00 

62 

4,140.00 

121 

805,00 

180 

3,450.00 

239 

471.50 

302 

1,782.50 

374 

3,450.(KI 

447 

3,162.50 

4 

10,925.00 

63 

20,700.00 

122 

690.00 

181 

1,322.50 

240 

552.00 

303 

6.32.50 

375 

2,760.00 

448 

2.185.00 

5 

920.00 

64 

14,950.00 

123 

805.00 

182 

1,380.00 

241 

4,600,00 

304 

552.00 

376 

632.50 

449 

2,530.00 

6 

5,290.1  )0 

65 

6.210.00 

124 

805.00 

183 

4,600.00 

242 

3,680.00 

305 

2,415.00 

377 

2,760.00 

454 

2.185.(K) 

7 

218,500.00 

66 

1,495.00 

125 

1,150.00 

184 

368.00 

243 

437.00 

306 

6,325.00 

378 

2,070.00 

456 

1,610.00 

8 

241.500.00 

67 

5,865.00 

126 

805.00 

185 

1,380.00 

244 

862.50 

309 

13,800.00 

380 

138,000.00 

457 

1,495.00 

9 

29.900.OO 

68 

1,840.00 

127 

747.50 

186 

3,450.00 

245 

403.65 

310 

632.50 

381 

552.00 

458 

1,610.00 

10 

14.950.00 

69 

3,220.00 

128 

862.50 

187 

690.00 

246 

2,760.00 

311 

6,670.00 

382 

1,840.00 

459 

1.437.50 

11 

27,600.00 

70 

690.00 

129 

1,265.00 

188 

16,675.00 

247 

207.00 

312 

661.25 

383 

1,380.00 

460 

1.322.50 

12 

1,150.00 

71 

1.610.00 

130 

862.50 

189 

1,092.50 

248 

1,380.00 

313 

7,130.00 

384 

3,450.00 

461 

1,265.00 

13 

4,140.00 

72 

1.495.00 

131 

2,990.00 

190 

2,070.00 

249 

1,006.25 

316 

23,.575.00 

386 

1,150.00 

462 

18,4(M).(K) 

14 

3.450.00 

73 

747.50 

132 

690.00 

191 

977.50 

250 

2,530.00 

317 

20,125.00 

387 

1,265.00 

463 

7,Ol5.fH) 

15 

5.865.00 

74 

23.00 

133 

977.50 

192 

402.50 

251 

805.00 

318 

11,500.00 

389 

948.75 

464 

1,495.00 

16 

2,185.00 

75 

52.900.00 

134 

747.50 

193 

661.25 

252 

3,680.00 

319 

25,.3(XI.OO 

390 

1,840.00 

465 

1.955.00 

17 

805.00 

76 

966,00().00 

135 

506.00 

194 

6,440.00 

253 

718.75 

320 

59,800.00 

391 

1,610.00 

466 

1,552.50 

18 

483.00 

77 

20.700.00 

136 

5,750.00 

195 

207.00 

254 

690.00 

321 

20,125.00 

392 

1,495.00 

467 

9.430.00 

19 

172.50 

78 

6.670.00 

137 

529.00 

196 

1,035.00 

255 

322.00 

322 

448.50 

393 

4.370.00 

468 

7,1.30.00 

20 

80.50 

79 

2,300.00 

138 

747.50 

197 

14,950.00 

256 

230.00 

323 

19,550.00 

394 

2,415.00 

469 

16,100.00 

21 

46.00 

80 

10,925.00 

139 

632.50 

198 

747.50 

257 

575.00 

324 

18,975.00 

396 

4,140.00 

470 

13,800.00 

22 

51.75 

81 

8,625.00 

140 

977.50 

199 

1,955.00 

258 

862.50 

325 

20,700.00 

397 

1,150.00 

471 

3,680.00 

23 

34.50 

82 

25,300.00 

141 

632.50 

200 

805.00 

259 

253.00 

326 

4,830.00 

398 

1,265.00 

473 

12.650.00 

24 

805.00 

83 

2,990.00 

142 

805.00 

201 

1,150.00 

260 

747.50 

327 

2,875.00 

399 

776.25 

475 

29,900.00 

25 

2,530.00 

84 

5,980.00 

143 

1,610.00 

202 

920.00 

261 

5,750.00 

328 

4,370.00 

401 

920.00 

476 

19,5.50.00 

26 

1,265.00 

85 

1,955.00 

144 

540.50 

203 

977.50 

262 

862.50 

330 

1,610.00 

402 

1,046.50 

477 

1.150.00 

27 

3,910.00 

86 

4,370.00 

145 

805.00 

204 

1,063.75 

263 

1,840.00 

331 

661.25 

403 

603.75 

478 

4,.370.00 

28 

977.50 

87 

19,550.00 

146 

805.00 

205 

805.00 

264 

3,680.00 

332 

18,400.00 

404 

603.75 

479 

1.092.50 

29 

747.50 

88 

8,280.00 

147 

1,092.50 

206 

690.00 

265 

1,840.00 

333 

14,.375.00 

405 

2,990.00 

481 

3.680.00 

30 

345.00 

89 

5,750.00 

148 

977.50 

207 

3,450.00 

266 

747.50 

334 

621.00 

406 

2,990.00 

482 

1,782.50 

31 

86.25 

90 

264.50 

149 

575.00 

208 

2,645.00 

267 

1,437..50 

335 

805.00 

407 

1,265.00 

483 

862.50 

32 

621.00 

91 

805.00 

150 

483.00 

209 

161.00 

268 

1,006.25 

336 

5,290.00 

408 

661.25 

485 

3,795.(.M) 

33 

207.00 

92 

51.75 

151 

1,265.00 

210 

2,645,00 

269 

1,322.51) 

337 

747.50 

409 

632.50 

486 

1,610.00 

34 

195.50 

93 

34.50 

152 

517.50 

211 

920.00 

270 

2,530.00 

340 

1,380.00 

410 

6,440.00 

488 

6,670.00 

35 

149.50 

94 

264,500.00 

153 

2,760.00 

212 

4,140.00 

271 

805.00 

341 

1,380.00 

411 

747.50 

492 

3,450.00 

36 

69.00 

95 

52,900.00 

154 

920.00 

213 

1,610.00 

272 

4,140.00 

344 

1,035.00 

412 

632.50 

493 

1,265.(M) 

37 

10,350.00 

96 

66,700.00 

155 

3,220.00 

214 

862.50 

273 

632.50 

345 

1,035.00 

414 

3,910.00 

495 

1,725.00 

38 

36,800.00 

97 

2,990.00 

156 

1,610.00 

215 

506.00 

274 

1,725.00 

347 

322.00 

415 

2,070.00 

497 

8,567.50 

39 

12,650.00 

98 

5,750.00 

157 

862.50 

216 

747.50 

275 

356.50 

348 

414.00 

416 

1,265.00 

499 

1,610.IK) 

40 

4,830.00 

99 

747.50 

158 

5,980.00 

217 

7,360.00 

276 

1,035.00 

349 

345.00 

417 

3,795.(81 

500 

3,450.<KI 

41 

5,060.00 

100 

414.00 

159 

1,380.00 

218 

6,900.00 

277 

1,495.00 

3,50 

1,150.00 

418 

2,070.00 

501 

437.00 

42 

1,265.00 

101 

51.75 

160 

1,840.00 

219 

4,600.00 

278 

862.50 

351 

2,415.00 

419 

1,150.00 

502 

2.070.00 

43 

1,495.00 

102 

103.50 

161 

1,035.00 

220 

575.00 

279 

1,955.00 

352 

920.00 

421 

2,760.00 

503 

2,990. (X) 

44 

747.50 

103 

3,220.00 

162 

218.50 

221 

1,495.00 

280 

575.00 

353 

529.00 

422 

977.50 

504 

1.840.(.M) 

45 

747.50 

104 

920.00 

163 

2,990.00 

222 

862.50 

281 

471.50 

354 

1,610.00 

423 

862.50 

505 

920.00 

46 

25,300.00 

105 

1,380.00 

164 

253.00 

223 

7,590.00 

282 

115.0(1 

.355 

2,530.00 

424 

6,440.00 

506 

1,552.50 

47 

13,800.00 

106 

2,070.00 

165 

1,725.00 

224 

8,510.00 

283 

172.50 

356 

322.00 

425 

6,095.00 

507 

1.955.00 

48 

16,100.00 

107 

747.50 

166 

1,150.00 

225 

18,400.00 

284 

207.00 

3,57 

4,370.00 

426 

4,140.00 

508 

1.495. (Kl 

49 

6,900.00 

108 

1.092.50 

167 

1,610.00 

226 

1.782.50 

286 

1.322.50 

358 

2,645.00 

429 

2,530.00 

509 

920.(K> 

50 

3,680.00 

109 

2,990.00 

168 

603.75 

227 

1,265.00 

287 

805.00 

359 

1,150.(KI 

430 

1,725.0(1 

511 

862.50 

51 

805.00 

110 

3,450.00 

169 

2,070.00 

228 

9,890.00 

288 

310.50 

360 

1,092.50 

431 

1,782.50 

512 

3.220.O() 

52 

6,440.00 

111 

1,265.00 

170 

805.00 

229 

1,725.00 

290 

391.00 

362 

862.50 

4.33 

1,. 380.00 

513 

3.220.(H) 

53 

8,625.00 

112 

1,.380.00 

171 

2,070.00 

230 

1,. 380.00 

291 

460.00 

.365 

862.50 

435 

2,070.1  K) 

515 

1.150.(H) 

54 

1,955.00 

113 

1,840.00 

172 

20,700.00 

231 

1,380.00 

292 

356.50 

.366 

1,035.00 

437 

5,7.50.IHI 

516 

1,610.00 

55 

1.150.00 

114 

1,380.00 

173 

1,265.00 

232 

483.00 

293 

4,600.00 

.367 

776.25 

439 

2.990.(HI 

518 

2.242.50 

56 

57 

’747.50 

1,035.00 

115 

116 

690.00 

25,300.00 

174 

175 

7.935.00 

2.300.00 

233 

234 

1,092.50 

506.00 

294 

295 

805.00 

483.00 

.368 

369 

690.00 

1,495.00 

440 

442 

2.472.50 

1.207.50 

521 

522 

1.. 322. 50 
1.035.(Kt 

58 

28.75 

117 

1,035.00 

176 

2,875,00 

2.35 

1,0,35.00 

296 

862.50 

.370 

747.50 

443 

1.207.50 

523 

2*>9.1K> 

59 

1,840.00 

118 

1,380.00 

177 

1,495,00 

236 

718.75 

298 

632.50 

371 

1,207.50 

444 

4.(>0O.(KI 

526 

94.3  JM) 

Box  180- 

♦ • WOLFEBORO 

,NH 

03894 

• 866 

-811- 

1804  • 

603-569-082: 

i • FAX:  60: 

1-569 

-3875 

/ 


All  prices  listed  include  the  15%  buyer’s  fee 


LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

2,070.(IO 

640 

2,3(8).)8) 

1103 

1,840.(8) 

1220 

1,150.00 

1338 

1,610.(8) 

1435 

4,370.(8) 

1539 

1,380.(8) 

1655 

2,127.50 

1.092.50 

641 

8,625.(8) 

1105 

1,610.(8) 

1221 

2,760.00 

1339 

1,035.(8) 

14.36 

1,495.(8) 

154(1 

8,050.(8) 

1656 

1,552.50 

S.Vi 

4,140.00 

642 

14,950.(8) 

1106 

862.50  1 

1222 

747.50 

134(1 

4,370.(8) 

1439 

1,725.(8) 

1541 

3.220.(8) 

1657 

1,()58.(8) 

S32 

50.600.00 

643 

4,6)8).(8) 

1107 

2,990.(8) 

1223 

3,220.(8) 

1341 

3,450.(8) 

1441 

4,(88).)  8) 

1542 

5,060.(8) 

1658 

1,725.00 

^33 

36.800.00 

644 

5,7.50.18) 

1109 

1,495.(8) 

1224 

632.50 

1342 

690.(8) 

1442 

1,782.50 

1543 

6,325.(8) 

1659 

1.063.75 

334 

805.00 

645 

4,6(8).(8) 

nil) 

977.50 

1225 

2,3)8).(8) 

1343 

2,760.(8) 

1444 

5,060.(8) 

1.544 

2,760.(8) 

1660 

2,760.(8) 

337 

833.75 

646 

1,725.(8) 

1111 

948.75 

1226 

1,725.(8) 

1345 

10,350.18) 

1445 

1,150.(8) 

1545 

8,625.(8) 

1661 

3,910.(8) 

3,W 

747.50 

647 

2,530.(8) 

1112 

862.50 

1227 

1,610.(8) 

1346 

1,955.(8) 

1446 

5,520.00 

1547 

2,185.(8) 

1662 

3,45(1.00 

334 

920.0(.l 

648 

7,360.(8) 

1114 

1,380.(8) 

1228 

1,092.50 

1347 

2,760.(8.) 

1447 

3,450.(8) 

1550 

18,4(8).18) 

1663 

2,3(8).(X) 

34(1 

2.300.00 

649 

6,440.(8) 

1115 

920.1X) 

1229 

1,265.(8) 

1348 

1,725.00 

1448 

3,795.00 

1552 

4,6(8).(81 

1664 

3,450.(81 

341 

2,185.(KI 

650 

1,437.50 

1116 

4,140.(8) 

1231 

3,220.(8) 

1349 

1,437.50 

1450 

2,530.(8) 

1554 

5,290.00 
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March  9-io,  2004  • Baltimore 


American  numismatic  Rarities,  llc 


The  classics  Sale 

featuring 


THE 

Haig  A. 
KoshkariaN 

COLLECTION 


MARCH  9-  10,  2004 
BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND 


Three  Highly  Prized  Rarities  oe  the  Eaitly  Mint 


Lot  76 


Lot  300 


Lot  575 
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THE 

Haig  A. 
Koshkarian 

COLLECTION 


On  the  following  six  pages  are  shown  the  United 
States  Type  Set  assembled  by  Haig  Koshkarian,  as  it 
appeared  when  it  first  arrived  at  the  offices  of 
American  Numismatic  Rarities,  showcased  in  the 
Capital  Plastics  holders  custom-made  for  its  display. 


UNITED  STATES  TYPE  SET 

LARGE  AND  ;.MA.L  CENTS 


UNITED  STATES  TYPE  SET 
OBSOLETE  DENCVINATIONS 


UNITED  STATES  TYPE  SET 

DIMES  and  quarter  DOLLARS 
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Cu 


UNIltU  blAltS  TYPE  SET 
HALF  DOLLARS 


UNITED  STATES  TYPE  St 

S L ‘ R DOLLAR ; 


Color  Plate  1 
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Amazing  1793  Chain  AMERI.  Cent 
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Spectacular  Gem  1793  Wreath  Cent 


Lot  8 
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Color  Plate  2 
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Color  Plate  3 


Lot  76 


Spectacular  Brilliant  Gem  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar. 
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Lot  94 
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Color  Plate  6 


3#  ONJ3  (Tv 


bj(^ 


ONE 

CENT 


Accent 


7-19  A. % 


631 


641 


642 


648 


649 


'a  ^^12 

ciiri} 


Color  Plate  9 


Color  Plate  10 
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Color  Plate  11 
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Color  Plate  12 


Color  Plate  13 
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Color  Plate  15 


Color  Plate  16 
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THE  SESSIONS 


SESSION  ONF 

TUESDAY  MARCH  9 

6:00  pm  Sharp 

The  Haig  A.  Koshkarian  Type  Set  and  Denomination  Sets 
Colonial  Coins  through  Half  Dollars 

There  will  he  a buffet  dinner  for  re  fstered  bidders  at  5:00  pm 


To  insure  we 
receive  your  bids: 


Please  have  mail  and  fax 
bids  to  us  by: 

NOON,  Eastern  Time 
Monday  March  8,  2004 

There  will  be  pre-sale  and 
live  bidding  available  on 
the  internet  at 
WWW. anrcoins.com. 
Pre-registration  for  live 
internet  bidding  is  required 
by  Monday  March  8,  2004 


Prices  Realized 


Prices  realized  will  be  posted  on  the 
internet  soon  after  the  sale.  See  i 
www.anrcoms.com  ^ 

A printed  list  of  prices  realized  will  | 
be  '.cnt  to  all  subscribers  appro.xi-  ' 
i'eh.  i!)  days  after  the  sale. 


SESSION  TWO 

WEDNESDAY  MARCH  10 

5:00  pm  Sharp 

Pattern  Coins,  Private  and  Teriutorial  Gold, 
Silver  and  Trade  Dollars,  United  States  Gold  Coins 


AUCTION  LOCATION 

East  Ballroom 

Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel 

110  South  Eutaw  Street 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21201 
(410)  962-0202 


For  pri.  's  re,ilized  by  phone: 
• , . -j;  Limit  In  lots 

"'■■r  -Cer 


VI 


AMF-RKi:AN  NUMISMAT  IC:  RARI  I HAS 


LOT  VIEWING 


SUNDAY  MARCH  7 
9:00  am  to  5:00  pm 

MONDAY  MARCH  8 
9:00  am  to  5:00  pm 

TUESDAY  MARCH  9 
9:00  am  to  5:00  pm 

WEDNESDAY  MARCH  10 
9:00  am  to  5:00  pm 


LOT  PICK-UP 

WEDNESDAY  MARCH  10 
9:00  am  — 11:30  am 

THURSDAY  MARCH  11 
9:00  am — 11:30  am 


LOT  VIEWING/LOT  PICK-UP  LOCATION 

B&O  PoMLROAD  Room 
Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel 

110  South  Eutaw  Street 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21201 
(410)  962-0202 
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American  Numismatic  Rarities’ 


AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


June  24-26,  2004 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Official  Auctioneers  of  the  Mid  America  Coin  Exposition 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

July  23,  2004 

New  Yoilk  City 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

Aufflist  15-16,  2004 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

November  29-30,  2004 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

January  10-11,  2005 

Florida 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES,  llc 

Box  1804  • Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toll-Free:  866-81 1-1804  • Fax:  603-369-3875 
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AMFHLICIAN  NUMISMA  TIC:  KAILI  TITS 


THE 


PEOPLE 

of  American  Numismatic  Rarities 

President:  Christine  Karstedt 
Numismatic  Director:  Q.  David  Bowers 


AUCTION 

Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Comifflinents 
John  Pack,  Consignments 
Frank  Van  Valen,  Senior  Numismatist 
JohnJ.  Kraljevich,  Numismatic  Research 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatist 

AUCTIONEERS 

Christine  Karstedt 
Frank  Van  Valen 

FINANCIAL 

Laurel  A.  Morrill 

SALES 

Melissa  Karstedt 
Andrew  Bowers 

Christine  Karstedt  serves  as  our 
President  and  handles  our  Marketing 
and  Publicity  with  unbridled 
enthusiasm.  A fixture  at  numismatic 
conventions  and  auctions  for  over  a 
decade,  Chris  has  built  a vast  network 
of  industry  contacts  during  her 
extensive  career.  Chris’  unique  ability 
to  attract  worldwide  attention  to  the 
sale  of  numismatic  material  placed  her 
at  the  epicenter  of  the  marketing  ot  the 
$100  million  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central  America.  Chris  has 
worked  with  numismatic  trade  publications  as  well  as  the 
mainstream  press,  appearing  on  television  during  her 
involvement  in  the  sale  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  treasure 
and  the  world  record  sale  of  the  Childs  1804  dollar.  In  addition, 
she  structured  the  publicity  for  the  sales  of  the  Eliasberg 
Collection,  the  Bass  Collection,  the  Norweb  Collection  of 
Canadian  coins,  and  countless  other  sales  over  her 
incomparable  career.  Her  unstinting  and  tireless  efforts  help 
consignors  receive  the  highest  possible  prices  for  their  coins. 
Chris  is  deeply  involved  with  day-to-day  operations  and  is  our 
lead  auctioneer. 


ADMINISTRATION 

Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  HwCioh  Coordinator 
Jenna  V.  King 
Vicki  Martin 
Mary  Tocci 
Jeremy  Wiggin 

MARKETING 
& PUBLICITY 

Christine  Karstedt 

GRAPHICS 

Jennifer  Meers 
Jenna  V.  King 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Douglas  Plasencia 

Q.  David  Bowers,  Numismatic 
Director  for  American  Numismatic 
Rarities,  is  perhaps  the  best-known 
and  most  noteworthy  numismatist  of 
the  last  50  years.  Beginning  in  1953, 

Dave’s  contributions  to  numismatics 
have  continued  uninterrupted  and 
unabated  to  the  present  day.  His  work 
with  rare  coins  is  so  voluminous  and 
so  extraordinary  that  he  was  named  by 
CoinAge  magazine  as  one  of  the 
“Numismatists  of  the  Century.”  Dave’s  dedication  to  the  hobby 
and  his  lifelong  interest  in  rare  coins,  along  with  his  pursuit  of 
scholarly  knowledge,  have  made  him  one  of  the  most  honored 
and  revered  numismatists  of  all  time.  Dave  is  the  only  person  to 
have  served  as  president  of  both  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild  (1977-1979)  and  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
(1983-1985).  Dave  is  the  most  prolific  numismatic  author  ot 
our  generation,  having  produced  more  than  40  works,  mostly 
written  in  the  field  of  rare  coins.  From  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  he  has  received  the  coveted  Friedberg 
Award  a record  seven  times! 
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During  his  illustrious  career.  Dave  has  catalogued  and 
sold  at  public  auction  many  of  the  finest  and  most 
valuable  and  important  collections  ever  assembled. 
They  include  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection, 
the  only  complete  United  States  coin  collection  ever 
brought  together,  the  Harry  W.  Bass  Jr.  Collection, 
the  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R,.  Henry  Norweb 
Collection,  the  John  Work  Garrett  Collection  sold 
by  order  of  Thejohns  Hopkins  University,  as  well  as 
several  thousand  other  significant  properties. 

Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Director  of  Auction 
Cousij^utueuts,  is  a nationally  known  rare  coin  expert 
and  scholar  with  30  years  of  auction  experience  and 
has  served  as  Auction  Director  for  nearly  two  decades 
under  the  tutelage  ofQ.  David  Bowers.  In  the  course 
of  his  celebrated  career,  ILick  has  processed  several 
hundred  million  dollars  worth  of  rare  coins  at  auction 
for  thousands  of  collectors,  institutions,  executors, 
dealers,  and  investors.  Rick  shows  an  impressive 
degree  of  expertise  and  consummate  knowledge  of 
numismatics  with  few  parallels.  As  a numismatic 
scholar,  Rick  has  provided  information  to  over  a 
dozen  standard  reference  sources,  conducted 
substantive  research  for  the  Official  H.VH  Grading 
Standards  for  United  States  Coins  and  edited  a book 
entitled  Grading  Coins.  He  has  also  written  numerous 
articles  that  have  appeared  in  numismatic  trade 
publications  including  The  Numismatist  where  he  won 
a Heath  Literary  Award. 

John  M.  Pack,  our  Associate  Director  of  Auction 
Consignments,  has  been  involved  in  numismatics  for 
over  20  years.  John’s  enthusiasm  for  all  aspects  of 
numismatics,  and  his  sincere  approach,  guarantees 
that  every  consignment  will  be  presented  to  its  finest 
advantage  so  as  to  provide  the  highest  possible  prices 
realized.  In  addition  to  working  with  auction 
consignors,  John  catalogues  currency  for  the  firm. 
His  cataloguing  talents  were  wddely  recognized  for 
several  record  setting  presentations  of  U.S.  paper 
money  highlighted  by  the  world-renowned 
collections  of  Bass  and  Rich.  In  addition,  he  was 
selected  to  compose  the  currency  chapter  of  the  Harry 
IT  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge. 

Frank  Van  Valen,  our  Senior  Numismatist,  is  one  of 
America’s  best  known  numismatic  personalities. 
Widely  praised  for  over  two  decades  for  his 
numismatic  cataloguing,  Frank’s  byline  has  appeared 
in  dozens  of  the  most  important  catalogues  ever 
written  including  the  Norweb  Collection  sale  and 
specialized  collections,  like  the  Texas  Collection  of 
California  Fractional  Gold  and  the  historic  coin 
collection  of  Commodore  Matthew  C.  Ferry.  Frank 
has  contributed  to  the  last  15  editions  of.4  Guide  Book 
of  Lnited  States  Coins  and  his  writing  talents  have 
earned  him  the  recognition  of  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild.  Frank  has  an  expert  understanding 
of  the  intricacies  of  all  American  coinage  in  addition 
to  many  other  numisttiatic  fields. 


John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr.,  serves  as  our  Director  of  Numismatic 
Research.  A numismatic  prodigy  since  preadolescence,  John’s 
insightful  and  historical  contributions  to  our  catalogues  add 
value  and  interest  to  numismatic  material  in  our  sales.  An 
e.xpert  on  early  American  coinage.  Numismatic  Americana, 
and  the  technical  aspects  of  minting  technology,  John  has 
taught  seminars  hosted  by  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  the  Colonial  Williamsburg  Foundation  and  is  a 
columnist  in  the  ANA  magazine.  The  Numismatist.  The 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  recognized  John’s  cataloguing  of 
the  Lucien  LalLiviere  Collection,  the  first  $1  million  collection 
of  American  medals  ever  sold  at  auction,  with  its  highest 
cataloging  award  for  tokens  and  medals.  A frequent  consultant 
to  museums  and  institutions,  John  catalogues  many  of  our 
important  offerings  and  enjoys  working  directly  with  our 
consignors.  John  was  a recent  recipient  of  the  ANA’s  coveted 
Heath  Literary  Award  for  an  article  on  the  coins  of pre-federal 
New  York,  and  serves  as  an  officer  of  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  and  the  Medal  Collectors  of  America. 

Beth  Piper  began  her  career  in  numismatics  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  and  worked  18  years  with  that  firm.  In  that  time,  she 
earned  the  distinction  of  having  spent  more  continuous  years 
working  under  the  direction  of  Q.  David  Bowers  than  any 
other  individual.  Beth  has  participated  in  nearly  every  position 
required  at  a leading  numismatic  auction  firm,  and  her 
responsibilities  encompassed  receptionist  to  coin  grading  to 
direct  sales,  as  well  as  numismatic  research  and  cataloguing  of 
auction  lots.  One  of  her  primary  jobs  is  processing  and 
proofreading  auction  lots  and  the  final  compilation  of  data  files 
for  catalogues.  Her  work  with  great  numismatic  auction  sales 
is  extensive  and  includes  landmark  offerings  such  as  the 
collections  of  the  Norw'eb  family,  Eliasberg,  Bass  and  Childs, 
among  over  100  other  sales. 

Cynthia  LaCarbonara  coordinates  all  aspects  of  our  live 
auction  sales.  From  working  with  consignor  reserves, 
verification  of  opening  values,  and  lot  assignments,  to 
reconciliation  and  finalization  of  all  bidding  and  purchase 
records,  Cynthia  is  an  integral  part  of  the  system  of  checks 
and  balances  that  make  every  auction  sale  a smoothly 
functioning  success.  For  16  years,  Cynthia  has  worked  both 
behind  the  scenes  and  at  the  podium  at  live  auction  sales. 
During  that  time,  she  led  the  Bowers  and  Merena  auction  team 
that  sold  such  great  collections  as  those  of  Eliasberg,  Childs, 
and  Bass,  a few  highlights  among  dozens  ofimportant  auction 
sales.  A prominent  figure  at  auction  sales,  Cynthia  is  well 
recognized  by  dealers  and  collectors  alike. 

Laurel  Morrill  manages  our  accounting  department, 
handling  all  receivable  and  payable  accounts  for  our  auctions, 
direct  sales,  and  subscriptions.  It  is  her  organized  and  efficient 
approach  that  guarantees  each  transfer  of  funds  is  correct  and 
done  promptly.  Laurel  has  significant  experience  with  the 
unique  accounting  requirements  of  a great  numismatic 
auction  firm.  For  over  16  years,  she  was  an  integral  part  of 
the  accounting  department  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  X^’hile 
there,  she  participated  in  the  accounting  duties  that  promptlv 
paid  thousands  of  auction  consignors  hundreds  of  millions 
of  dollars  in  settlement  funds,  an  experience  that  makes  her 
uniquely  qualified. 
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Doug  Plasencia  manages  our  photography  department  and 
personally  takes  all  of  the  coin  photographs  that  appear  in  our 
auction  catalogues,  on  our  website,  and  in  our  other 
publications.  He  has  been  a professional  numismatic 
photographer  for  many  years,  perfecting  his  skills  with  Bowers 
and  Merena.  In  his  career,  he  has  photographed  many  of  the 
most  important  numismatic  collections  ever  formed  and  sold, 
including  those  of  Eliasberg,  Bass,  Childs,  among  others.  To 
his  further  credit,  he  was  selected  by  the  California  Gold 
Marketing  Group  to  do  photography  of  the  gold  ingots 
recovered  from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  he  photographed  the 
Jay  Roe  Collection  of  California  fractional  gold  coins  to 
illustrate  the  most  recent  edition  of  the  Breen-Gillio  reference, 
and  he  was  selected  to  photograph  the  Bass  Core  Collection 
by  the  Bass  Research  Foundation.  His  highly  acclaimed  work 
appears  in  the  Bass  Sylloge. 

Jennifer  Meets  leads  our  graphic  arts  department.  In  her  13 
years  with  Bowers  and  Merena,  Jennifer  developed  an  eye  for 
professional  catalogue  design  that  is  unparalleled  in 
numismatics.  She  is  responsible  for  all  auction  catalogue  layout. 
In  her  career,  she  has  put  together  many  award-winning 
auction  catalogues,  books,  and  other  publications.  Among  her 
most  notable  achievements  are  the  auction  catalogues  for  such 
famous  collections  as  those  of  Eliasberg,  Champa,  Bass,  and 
Childs  among  over  100  others,  many  of  which  earned 
Catalogue  of  the  Year  awards  from  the  Numismatic  Literary 
Guild.  The  dozens  of  books  produced  under  her  direction 
include  several  titles  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  including  the 
landmark  works,  A California  Gold  Rush  History  featuring  the 
treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  and  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Museum  Sylloge.  Further,  she  carefully  proofreads  all  of  our 
publications  and  she  contributes  to  our  publicity  campaigns 
in  developing  many  of  our  finest  advertisements  and  brochures 
presented  in  the  coin  industry. 

Melissa  Karstedt  works  with  clients  in  our  direct  sales 
department,  with  the  active  support  of  our  team  of  well- 
respected  numismatists.  She  maintains  our  coin  inventory  and 
supervises  our  Monthly  Acquisition  Program,  which  assists 
clients  with  building  fine  collections  by  way  of  budgeted 
monthly  coin  purchases.  Each  coin  is  carefully  and  specifically 
selected  by  our  numismatists  to  fit  the  collector’s  interests  and 
preferences.  Melissa  began  working  in  numismatics  at  Bowers 
and  Merena,  working  in  the  Direct  Sales  department  with 
numerous  clients.  She  is  also  a valued  member  of  our  on-site 
auction  team  as  she  travels  all  over  the  country  to  our  many 
auction  sales  and  facilitates  our  many  telephone  bidders.  You 
will  also  find  her  eagerly  assisting  clients  at  our  bourse  tables 
at  the  many  coin  conventions  she  regularly  attends.  She  brings 
great  enthusiasm  to  American  Numismatic  Rarities,  and  looks 
forward  to  receiving  every  call  from  our  many  clients 
worldwide. 

Andrew  Bowers  manages  our  website  content  and 
coordinates  editorial  material  for  all  of  our  publications.  He  is 
involved  with  the  processing  of  auction  consignments  from 
our  consignors.  He  assists  in  our  retail  operations,  from  putting 
coins  in  stock,  to  tracking  our  inventory.  He  brings  a great 
deal  of  enthusiasm  to  American  Numismatic  Rarities.  Being 
part  of  a numismatic  and  collector-oriented  family,  Andrew 
has  grown  to  appreciate  the  various  nuances  of  the  collector. 


Mary  Tocci  directs  our  shipping  and  receiving 
department,  handling  nearly  every  package  and 
item  of  mail  that  enters  or  leaves  our  offices.  This 
extremely  important  position  is  vital  to  the 
security  of  all  of  our  incoming  and  outgoing 
packages,  and  her  qualifications  are  unparalleled. 
She  began  a career  with  Bowers  and  Merena  in 
April  1983.  Aside  from  one  brief  interlude,  she 
worked  for  Q.  David  Bowers  for  19  years  in  total, 
beginning  very  shortly  after  the  establishment  of 
his  firm  in  Wolfeboro  and  continuing  until  her 
recent  joining  of  American  Numismatic  Rarities. 
Mary  also  has  an  excellent  rapport  with  many 
collectors,  having  spent  years  working  with  clients 
in  subscription  maintenance  and  publication  sales. 


Jenna  V.  King  is  the  friendly  voice  you  hear  when 
you  call  American  Numismatic  Rarities.  She 
comes  to  us  with  several  years  of  experience 
working  in  the  coin  field,  having  begun  her  career 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  where  she  assisted  in 
photography  and  graphics,  and  worked  with  the 
numismatic  staff  in  catalogue  production.  As  an 
accomplished  photographer,  Jenna  also  lends  her 
talents  to  the  graphics  and  photography 
departments  at  American  Numismatic  Rarities. 


Jeremy  Wiggin  wears  many  hats  at  American 
Numismatic  Rarities  from  shipping  and  receiving 
to  supervision  and  maintenance  of  our  computer 
systems.  He  has  a good  understanding  of  the  inner 
workings  of  a numismatic 
company,  as  he  spent  nearly 
three  years  at  Bowers  and 
Merena.  During  that  time 
he  was  responsible  for 
inventory  control  and 
shipping  of  thousands  of 
catalogues,  books  and  other 
publications. 


Andrew  has  spent  many  years  during  his  high 
school  and  university  career  immersed  in  the  coin 
hobby  during  summer  breaks.  On  his  own  behalf, 
he  has  attended  many  coin  conventions  and  ANA 
seminars  and  has  traveled  extensively  with  our 
company  to  gather  coins  for  “want  lists”  and  assist 
with  our  auctions. 

Vicki  Martin  heads  our  personnel  and  operations 
department.  She  coordinates  our  on-site  auction 
arrangements  and  is  responsible  for  providing  safe 
and  secure  transportation  of  valuable  coin 
collections  to  the  sales.  Vicki  supervises  the  many 
administrative  matters  at  our  office  from  coin  and 
health  insurance  to  computers  and  their 
programs.  Vicki’s  strong  organizational  skills  and 
detail-oriented  background  have  earned  her  high 
accolades  over  her  20  years  experience  handling 
personnel  and  operational  issues  with  the  several 
small  companies  with  which  she  has  been 
associated. 
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THE 

TERMS  OF  SALE 


IThis  sale  is  by  public  auction  conducted  by  licensed 
auctioneer(s).  The  bids  will  be  for  specific  lots 
which  will  be  opened  for  bidding  in  numerical  order. 
In  the  event  that  bids  for  the  same  amount  are 
received  for  the  same  lot,  the  winning  bid  will  be  the 
earliest  received.  The  decision  of  the  Auctioneer  as  to 
identity  of  the  winning  bidder  shall  be  final.  Any  person 
submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a corporation  or  any  other 
entity  agrees  to  be  personally  liable  for  payment  of  the 
purchase  price  and  any  related  charges  as  well  as  responsible 
for  the  performance  of  all  buyer  obligations  under  these 
terms  of  sale.  No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted. 
No  bids  will  be  accepted  trom  minors. 

2 American  Numismatic  Rarities,  LLC,  (subsequently 
reterred  to  as  ANR  in  the  Terms  of  Sale)reserves  the 
right  to  postpone  or  cancel  the  auction  without 
notice  in  its  sole  discretion.  Any  lot  may  be  withdrawn  by 
ANR  without  notice  prior  to  it  being  opened  for  bidding. 
Neither  ANR  nor  the  consignor  shall  be  liable  for  any  costs 
or  damages  arising  from  either  the  withdrawal  of  material 
at  the  auction  or  the  delay  or  cancellation  of  the  auction. 

The  purchase  price  shall  be  sum  of  the  winning  bid 
and  a buyer’s  premium  of  15%  of  the  amount  of  the 
winning  bid.  The  purchase  price  shall  be  paid  in  full 
prior  to  delivery  of  the  lot  absent  other  arrangements  between 
the  successful  bidder  and  ANR.  The  decision  to  extend  a 
line  of  credit  and  the  decision  to  withdraw  a previously 
authorized  line  of  credit  shall  be  within  the  sole  discretion 
of  ANR.  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  deny  participation  in 
the  auction  it,  in  ANR’s  sole  discretion,  the  bidder’s  prior 
business  dealings  with  ANR  have  been  unsatisfactory. 

4 Payment  shall  be  by  cash  in  United  States  funds  or 
checks  drawn  onUnited  States  banks.  The  purchase 
price  shall  be  paid  upon  delivery  of  the  lot  or  receipt 
of  our  invoice  tor  the  lot,  whichever  occurs  first.  All 
associated  costs  for  the  delivery  of  the  lot  such  as  handling, 
shipping,  insurance,  and  related  charges  will  be  added  to 
the  purchase  price  for  lots  not  picked  up  after  the  auction 
by  the  winning  bidder.  On  any  account  not  paid  within 
the  prescribed  terms  of  sale.  ANR  reserves  the  right  to 


extend  credit  and  to  impose  periodic  finance  charges  at  the 
rate  of  1-1/2%  per  month  ( 18%  per  annum)  on  the  unpaid 
balance.  By  bidding  m the  sale,  the  bidder  agrees  to  permit 
ANR  to  file  any  financing  statement  permitted  under  the 
Uniform  Commercial  Code  without  debtor’s  signature  and 
to  offset  any  accounts  due,  whether  now  or  in  the  future, 
against  funds  or  collateral  in  their  possession.  The  buyer 
agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or  hypothecate  the  lots  purchased 
until  paid  in  full.  If  the  account  is  referred  to  an  attorney 
for  collection,  the  buyer  agrees  to  pay  all  costs,  including 
attorneys’  fees,  with  interest  accruing  on  the  balance,  until 
fully  paid,  at  the  specified  rate. 

C 

Bidders  shall  be  responsible  for  all  taxes  due  as  a result 
of  their  purchases. 

6  Title  does  not  pass  from  the  consignor  to  the 
successful  bidder  until  the  purchase  price  for  the  lot 
has  been  paid  in  full.  The  risk  of  loss  is  on  the  buyer 
once  the  lot  is  either  in  transit  to  the  successful  bidder  or  in 
their  possession. 

7  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  establish  the  opening  bid 
for  any  lot,  to  establish  bidding  increments,  and  to 
refuse  any  bid.  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  place  bids 
on  behalf  of  the  consignor  up  to  the  amount  of  a reserve 
price  established  by  the  consignor.  ANR  will  not  accept  a 
reserve  price  from  a consignor  above  the  high  estimated 
value  shown  in  the  catalog  for  the  auction  and  any 
exceptions  to  this  rule  will  be  announced  at  the  auction 
prior  to  the  opening  ofbiddmg  on  the  material.  ANR  shall 
make  reasonable  efforts  to  properly  enter  and  e.xecute  bids 
received  by  mail  or  by  other  means.  However,  ANR  shall 
not  be  liable  for  any  errors  for  incorrectly  entered  or 
incorrectly  executed  bids. 

8  Bidders  are  responsible  for  their  bids  including  anv 
errors  they  may  make  in  placing  bids.  All  bids  shall 
be  in  even  dollar  amounts  and  any  bids  not  in  wliole 
dollar  amounts  will  be  rounded  to  the  next  liighest  dollar. 
All  bid  sheets  must  be  signed,  and  ANR  reserves  tlie  right 
to  not  accept  unsigned  bid  sheets. 
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9 All  items  offered  in  this  auction  catalog  are 
guaranteed  to  be  genuine.  Except  for  questions 
of  authenticity,  no  lots  shall  be  returned  nor 
shall  ANR  accept  any  returned  lots  from  any  floor 
bidder  or  any  bidder  who  examined  the  lots  prior  to 
the  sale.  Mail,  FAX  and  Internet  bidders  may  make  return 
requests  within  three  days  of  the  receipt  of  the  lot.  Coins  must 
be  returned  to  ANR’s  offices  in  Wolfeboro,  N.H.  within  30 
days  from  the  date  of  the  auction.  Any  coin  which  has  been 
physically  altered  or  which  has  been  removed  from  its  container 
or  holder  shall  not  be  returnable  nor  accepted  by  ANR. 

Bidders  by  accepting  these  terms  of  sale 
acknowledge  that  the  grading  of  coins  is  a 
subjective  process  for  describing  the  relative 
ranking  of  coins  as  to  their  condition.  Consequently,  the 
language  used  to  describe  any  coin  in  this  catalog,  including 
but  not  limited  to  the  grading  of  such  coin,  are  statements 
of  subjective  opinion  by  the  ANR  staff  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  including  the  warranty 
of  merchantability,  is  made  with  respect  to  any  coin 
contained  in  this  catalog.  In  the  event  of  a typographical 
error  or  other  error,  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  withdraw 
any  item  from  the  auction  with  or  without  notice,  to  correct 
the  error  by  verbal  announcement  before  the  lot  is  opened 
for  bidding  or,  if  the  error  is  discovered  after  the  auction, 
to  refund  the  successful  bidder’s  funds  without  further 
obligation.  The  maximum  obligation  ot  ANR  to  any  bidder 
shall  be  the  purchase  price  for  any  lot  in  dispute  or  for  which 
a refund  or  adjustment  is  made  for  any  reason. 

UANR  acts  as  an  auctioneer  to  sell  coins  for  the 
various  consignors.  Therefore,  no  claims  of  any 
kind  can  be  considered  by  ANR  after 
settlements,  which  occur  45  days  after  the  auction,  have 
been  made  with  the  consignors.  Any  dispute  after  the 
settlement  date  except  for  reasons  of  authenticity,  is  to  be 
resolved  strictly  by  discussions  between  the  successful 
bidder  and  consignor. 


Cash  advances  may  have  been  made  to  some 
consignors  in  anticipation  of  auction  proceeds. 
ANR  may  consign  items  to  this  auction  and  may 
participate  as  a bidder.  ANR  or  the  consignor  may  bid  for 
their  own  account  at  the  auction  and  may  have  information 
not  otherwise  available  to  the  bidders  regarding  reserves, 
bid  values,  and  other  material  facts  relating  to  the  lots 
opened  for  bidding  at  the  auction.  When  a lot  is  sold  to  the 
book,  it  may  be  sold,  passed  over,  withdrawn  from  the 
auction,  returned  to  the  owner  or  bought  by  ANR.  Any 
consignor  may  bid  on  any  lot,  including  lots  containing 
coins  consigned  by  the  consignor. 

By  placing  a bid  m this  sale,  a bidder  agrees  that 
this  transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  and 
that  neither  New  Hampshire’s  or  any  other  state’s  choice 
of  laws  and/or  conflict  of  laws  shall  be  applied.  Any  dispute 
between  ANR  and  bidders  at  the  auction  (except  for  non- 
payment) shall  be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration 
under  the  rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  Inc.  conducted  at  Wolfeboro,  New 
Hampshire.  In  the  event  of  non-payment,  ANR  and  a 
successful  bidder  agree  that  anyjudicial  action  shall  be  heard 
and  determined  only  by  the  courts  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  and  the  successful  bidder  hereby  consents  and 
submits  to  the  personal  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  New 
Hampshire. 

In  the  event  of  litigation,  the  party  against  whom 
a final  judgment  is  rendered  shall  pay  the 
prevailing  parties’  legal  costs,  including  attorneys 
fees  and  witness  fees,  and  all  other  costs  incurred  by  it  during 
the  course  of  such  litigation. 

These  Terms  of  Sale  are  intended  to  be  part 
of  all  lot  descriptions  contained  in  this 
catalogue.  Bidding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes 
acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the  foregoing  Terms  of  Sale. 


Additional  Information  for  Bidders 


To  INSURE  WE  RECEIVE  YOUR  BIDS,  please 
have  mail  and  fax  bids  to  us  by  NOON,  Eastern 
Time  Monday  March  8,  2004. 

• There  will  be  pre-sale  and  live  bidding  available 
on  the  internet  at  www. anrcoins.com. 

• Pre-registration  to  bid  during  the  live  auction 
required  by  Monday  March  8,  2004. 

Phone  Descriptions:  Any  request  for  phone  de- 
scriptions should  be  made  by  Friday  February  27. 


Prices  Realized  will  be  published  approximately  30 

days  after  the  auction.  Prices  realized  will  be  posted  on  the 
Internet  soon  after  the  sale  at  w'ww.anrcoins.com 

New  Bidders:  If  you  are  a new  bidder,  be  sure  to  send 
your  credit  informarion:  Attn:  Laurel  MorriU,  at  least  10  days 
before  the  auction.  There  is  very  litde  time,  if  any,  to  review  this 
information  during  the  auction.  All  bidders  not  known  to  us  will 
be  required  to  submit  a 25%  deposit  before  bidding  in  the  sale. 

Floor  Bidder  Registration  mii  begin  3o 

minutes  before  the  sale  at  the  entrance  to  the  auction  room. 


Please  note 
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Suggestions  for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting, 
enjoyable,  and  nuinisniatically  rewarding  experience.  Even 
it  you  are  an  experienced  bidder,  you  may  find  that  some 
ot  the  following  comments  will  increase  your  success.  In 
the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions,  phone 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara. 

Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is 
particularly  important  if  you  are  a new  bidder,  for  it 
takes  us  time  to  check  your  references.  A bid  sheet 
mailed  a few  days  before  the  sale  might  not  reach  us 
until  a week  later — at  which  time  the  coins  will  have 
been  sold  to  others! 

As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids  anytime  24 
hours  a day  [our  fax  number  is  (603)  569-3875],  Or, 
telephone  your  bids  to  our  Auction  Department.  Please 
follow  up  your  phone  and  fax  bids  with  written 
confirmation. 

We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a work  sheet  to  compile  bids. 
In  this  way  you  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout 
the  catalogue,  make  changes  and  revisions,  and  so  on. 
Then  when  you’ve  decided  on  your  final  bids,  enter 
them  on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the  bid 
sheet  neat  and  clearly  understandable,  listing  the  lots  in 
order.  Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be 
responsible  for  any  bids  on  wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong 
amounts.  Please  be  careful. 

Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your 
financial  circumstances  carefully  before  bidding.  There 
is  always  the  possibility  that  you  may  be  awarded  all  of 


the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are  awarded  lots,  you  are  legally 
bound  to  pay  for  them  immediately. 

Please  keep  current  prices  levels  in  mind  when  bidding. 
While  high  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items 
sell  within  market  ranges.  If  a popular  coin  sells  for  $500 
on  the  retail  market,  chances  are  not  good  that  a bid  of, 
say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
chances  are  excellent  that  a bid  in  the  $500-$600  range 
will  be  competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain 
hunting,  but  as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it 
is  most  productive  if  you  keep  current  values  in  mind 
while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the  greater  your 
chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the  options  to 
increase  bids  by  an  optional  10%  to  30%  actually 
purchase  at  least  some  lots  below  their  maximum 
authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 

Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If  bid 
changes  are  necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures.  Instead, 
cross  them  out  completely  and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put 
your  telephone  number  on  the  bid  sheet.  This  way  we 
can  call  you  if  there  is  a question  about  a bid. 

Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction  (except 
for  large  or  bulk  lots,  or  other  multiple-coin  lots).  Please 
write  or  call  for  further  information.  Mail  inspection 
requests  must  be  received  sufficiently  early  to  permit 
return  to  us  in  time  for  general  lot  viewing  prior  to  the 
sale.  The  person  requesting  mail  inspection  agrees  to  pay 
postage  and  insurance  both  ways  and  to  insure  and  be 
responsible  for  the  pieces  in  his  or  her  possession. 


Special  Bidding  Options 


Total  Expenditure 

It  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure,  please  fill  in 
the  ma.ximum  amount  you  wish  to  spend  on  the  TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE  line  on  your  bid  sheet.  You  can  then 
submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight  times  the  amount  of 
the  ma.ximum  e.xpenditure.  This  is  a personal  service  and 
an  ANR  customer  representative  will  personally  attend  to 
your  bid  sheet  by  bidding  from  the  auction  floor,  buying 
lots  tor  your  account  until  your  authorized  expenditure  is 
reached.  While  we  will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to 
the  speed  of  the  auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded 
conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute 
such  a bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved, 
this  service  is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  ma.ximum  ex- 
penditures of  $ 1 ,000  or  more.  Tf’iTAL  EXPENDITURE 
and  SIN(»I,E  LOT  CrROUP  bidding  can  be  combined. 


Single  Lot  Group 

Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets  for  a SINGLE 
LOT  GROUP  purchase,  if  you  wish  to  purchase  only  one 
example  of  a coin  of  which  several  examples  appear  in  the 
sale.  Such  lots  should  be  bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet. 
While  we  will  do  our  best  on  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed 
of  the  auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions, 
w’e  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a bid 
properly. 

Optional  Percentage  Increase 

We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  optional  10%  to 
30%  increase  to  help  your  chance  of  being  a successful  bid- 
der. Check  the  appropriate  place  on  your  bid  sheet. 
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3 REGISTER  AND  CREATE 
YOUR  NEW  ACCOUNT 


Return  to  auctions  page. 
Click  on  BROWSE  LOTS 


Guide  to 

PRE-SALE 

ONLINE 


BIDDING 


Visit  OLir  website  at  www. 
anrcoins.coni  to  register  and  bid  in  the 
Classics  Sale.  Once  you  have  a user 
name  and  password,  you  can  browse 
lots  from  the  sale,  view  photographs  of 
the  coins,  and  place  bids.  Follow  the 
instructions  listed  in  Steps  1-6  to 
place  your  bids  over  the  internet 
before  the  sale  begins. 
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5 Click  on  lots  you  wish 
to  view  or  bid  on 
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6 Login  with  user  ID  and 
Password  to  place  your  bids 


Live 
Online 
Bidding 
Available 

Pre-registration  required 
at  www.anrcoins.com 

/^  /\  /\ 


Guide  to 

LIVE  online 

BIDDING 


We  also  offer  the  option  of  live  online  bidding  dur- 
ing the  auction.  However,  you  must  pre-register  by 
noon,  March  8,  2004  to  take  advantage  of  this  ser- 
vice. When  the  live  auction  begins,  one  click  will  take 
you  to  the  live  bidding  screen  below.  When  your  lot 
becomes  active,  you  may  enter  a proxy  bid  or 
“InstaBid”  as  the  lot  is  being  auctioned  on  the  floor. 


The  computer  lets  you  know  your  bidding  status. 

For  more  information  on  live  bidding,  or  to  pre- 
register visit  anrcoins.com  or  call  866-811-1804. 


When  the  live  auction  begins,  pre-registered 
bidders  may  access  live  bidding  with  a click! 


* Prev  Lot  I Lot#  I I iS  I Next  Lot  ► 


Lot  95  Is  now  live 


1806  1/2C  C'2.  B-1. 

VF  20 (PCGS) 

Tuesdar.  February  3,  2004  1:37:54  (approx.) 
LIVE 

fO.OO  (0  bids) 


Help 


Tour  Bidder#:  1001 

Current  Bid:  $0.00 

Bid  Increment:  $0.00 

Your  Bid:  | 


^($434  00  mm.) 


Straight  Bid 


< Prev  Lot  I Lot#  i I (B  I Next  Lot  > 


Lot  9S  Is  now  live 


1806  t/2C  C-2,  8-1. 

VF  20  (PCGS) 

Tuesday,  February  3,  2004  1:37:54  (approx.) 
LIVE 

$434.00  by  bidder  #1001  (Ibid) 


Your  Bidder#;  1001 
Current  Bid  $434.00  by  bidder  #1001 

Bid  Increment:  $20  00 
Your  Bid;  | 

YOU  ARE  THE  HIGH  BIDDER. 


^ ($440.00  mfit.J 


straight  Btd 


HHBHIlHllldSi 

2/3/2004  at  1.38:23  PM 


$434.00 


t ■ vour  most  recent  bid  • your  eldei  bidt 
Your  bid  If  • legaHy  binding  eentract.  by  placing  e bid.  you  are  agreeing  t«  eui 
Place  e bid  only  If  you  ere  terpuf  ebout  pur^ating  the  com. 
Copyright  • 2003  Amencen  Humumebc  Rantie*.  LLC 
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OUR 


CONSIGNORS 


Haig  A.  Koslikariaii,  M.D. 


C^ur  lead  consignor  is  a de- 
lightful gentleman  and  a con- 
noisseur in  the  finest  sense  - a 
collector  whose  astute  aesthetic 
sense  led  him  to  acquire  the  fin- 
est ot  the  fine  in  the  pieces  he 
added  to  his  cabinet — whether 
those  pieces  were  the  dazzling, 
amazing,  and  famous  ex- 
Norweb  1797  half  dollar  (the 
very  finest  known  of  that  rare 
date  and  type),  or  a common 
Washington  quarter  or 
Roosevelt  dime  from  the  twentieth  century.  Dr.  Haig 
Koshkarian  has  been  a triend  tor  many  years,  but  even 
those  who  have  never  met  this  unassuming  man  may 
have  seen  his  name  tied  to  some  of  the  very  finest 
American  coins  in  existence.  Dr.  Koshkarian’s  story 
tollows,  in  his  own  words: 

I have  lived,  happily,  in  California  since  1968,  but 
1 still  have  strong  ties  to  (and  feelings  for)  the 
Midwest,  as  this  was  the  part  of  the  country  where  1 
grew  up,  first  collected  coins,  got  my  education,  met 
my  wife,  and  began  to  raise  a family.  1 was  born  and 
raised  in  Waukegan,  Illinois.  I attended  Grinnell 
College  in  Iowa,  then  proceeded  to  the  University 
ot  Illinois  School  ot  Medicine  in  Chicago,  and  finally 
to  the  Menninger  School  of  Psychiatry  in  Topeka, 
Kansas  for  residency  training,  which  1 completed  in 
1968.  The  Vietnam  War  was  in  full  swing,  so  1 was 
invited  by  Uncle  Sam  to  go  to  San  Diego  to  serve 
two  years  in  the  U.S.  Navy  as  a medical  officer.  I 
originally  thought  I would  return  to  the  Midwest 
after  my  two  years  ot  duty,  but  my  wife  and  1 stayed. 

1 went  into  practice  here,  with  my  professional  life 
in  San  Diego  centering  on  the  practice  of 
psychotherapy  and  psychoanalysis.  1 have  been  active 
on  the  clinical  faculties  ot  the  local  medical  school 
and  psycho.inalytii  institute  and  served  as  the 


president  ofboth  the  San  Diego 
Psychiatric  Society  and  the  San 
Diego  Psychoanalytic  Society. 

The  very  first  highlight  of 
coming  to  San  Diego  was  the 
chance  to  go  to  my  first  ANA 
convention  and  auction,  which 
was  held  in  town  in  1968,  the 
summer  that  1 arrived.  1 had 
begun  collecting  coins  in  the 
early  195()s,  in  elementary 
school,  filling  Whitman  holders 
tor  Lincoln  cents  (and,  not 
knowing  any  better,  making 
some  of  them  “brilliant”  by 
cleaning),  Buffalo  nickels,  and 
Mercury  dimes  from  change,  with  some  small 
purchases  ot  key  dates  made  on  trips  to  coin  shops  in 
Chicago.  It  all  got  put  on  hold  with  high  school,  but 
my  interest  m coin  collecting  was  rekindled  during 
my  medical  internship  year  in  Youngstown,  Ohio  in 
1965  and  in  the  following  three  years  in  Topeka, 
Kansas  while  in  residency  at  the  Menninger  School 
ot  Psychiatry.  1 returned  to  collecting  coins  by 
denomination  sets,  but  a senior  supervisor  and  long 
time  coin  collector.  Dr.  Clark  Case,  introduced  me 
to  collecting  by  type,  initially  by  major  types  and  then 
with  greater  specificity  as  time  went  on.  During  my 
three  years  in  Topeka,  1 spent  many  happy  hours  on 
Saturdays  and  at  lunchtime  at  the  local  coin  shop, 
B&B  Coins,  owned  by  Dorothy  and  George  Benge. 

1 also  took  some  time  to  attend  small  local  and 
regional  coin  shows. 

Since  then,  while  continuing  to  add  to  and 
upgrade  my  type  set,  1 have  usually  at  any  one  tune 
also  focused  on  a particular  denomination  series,  such 
as  Indian  Head  cents  or  toned  Franklin  halves.  E.xcept 
for  some  of  my  Franklin  halves,  1 placed  all  my  coins 
raw  in  custom-designed  Capital  Plastics  set  holders 
so  as  to  emphasize  the  overall  look  of  the  coins  and 
th  eir  relationship  to  each  other  as  a set.  1 also  sought 
to  have  a mix  ot  Ixith  attractivelv  toned  coins  and 
essentially  white  coins,  which  captured  vome  ot  how 
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they  appeared  at  their  time  of  issue.  One  of  my  great 
pleasures  has  been  showing  and  sharing  my  collection 
with  dealers  and  other  collectors  at  the  Long  Beach 
Coin  Shows,  despite  the  repeated  cautions  and 
remonstrations  from  dealers  about  security  risks.  I 
have  thoroughly  enjoyed  my  relationships  with  the 
many  fine  dealers  1 have  dealt  with  and  known  over 
the  past  40  years. 

We  at  American  Numismatic  Rarities  are  honored 
to  have  been  chosen  to  offer  the  Koshkarian  Collec- 
tion to  a new  generation  of  connoisseurs,  and  we  are 
equally  delighted  to  know  the  man  who  assembled 
this  remarkable  collection.  His  collection  shows  the 
careful  eye  of  a dedicated  collector,  and  it  includes 
some  of  the  most  noteworthy  coins  that  our  experi- 
enced numismatic  staff  has  ever  encountered.  The 
1793  Wreath  cent  that  Dr.  Koshkarian  chose  to  rep- 


resent that  beautiful  type  is  among  the  three  finest  of 
the  type  known,  and  his  Small  Eagle  half  dollar  ranks 
even  higher  up  in  the  census  of  extant  specimens, 
and  is  possibly  the  finest  known.  Coins  outside  the 
eighteenth  century  are  equally  splendid,  with  superb 
coins  of  the  Seated  Liberty  type  and  splendid  speci- 
mens from  the  twentieth  century  as  well.  The 
Koshkarian  denomination  sets  represent  the  classic 
appeal  of  collecting  American  coins  — filling  holes 
with  the  finest  specimens  found  after  a dutiful  search, 
with  the  collector’s  own  aesthetic  sense  as  the  pri- 
mary arbiter  rather  than  numerical  grade.  With  the 
same  sense  of  enthusiasm  and  delight  that  Dr. 
Koshkarian  displayed  when  he  shared  his  beloved 
collection  with  us  in  years  past,  we  are  now  pleased 
to  present  the  cabinet  of  Dr.  Haig  Koshkarian. 


Research  Triangle  Gold  Collection 


Featured  in  our  fabulous  offering  of  United  States 
gold  coins  is  the  Research  Triangle  Collection,  an  ex- 
tensive group  of  federal  issues  ranging  in  date  from 
1802  through  the  early  20th  century.  Included  therein 
are  literally  hundreds  of  scarce  dates  and  mints  in  de- 
sirable collector  grades.  While  many  of  the  pieces  could 
satisfy  the  collecting  interests  of  those  with  even  a pass- 
ing interest  in  the  series,  highlights  such  as  the  very 
rare  1881  $20  in  Mint  State  would  be  suitable  for  the 
most  advanced  cabinet.  The  collector  of  this  fine 
group,  who  wishes  to  remain  anonymous,  is  an  inter- 
nationally known  physician  residing  in  the  Research 
Triangle  in  North  Carolina.  A true  collector  with  di- 
verse interests,  he  has  focused  his  attention  not  only 
on  rare  coins,  but  also  on  highly  specialized  areas  of 
interest  such  as  gemstones  and  traditional  African  art. 


Having  assembled  a large  collection  of  Morgan  silver 
dollars  in  the  1970s,  which  he  sold  in  the  early  1980s, 
he  had  a solid  background  in  numismatics  under  his 
belt  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  rare  date  gold  in 
later  years.  He  began  assembling  his  collection  through 
early  Internet  auctions,  and  later  developed  relation- 
ships with  distinguished  dealers  from  across  the  coun- 
try by  telephone  and  through  the  mail.  Having  fol- 
lowed Maurice  Rosen’s  Roseti  Numismatic  Advisory, 
published  by  Numismatic  Counseling,  Inc.  of 
Plainview,  New  York  since  the  1970s,  he  contacted 
Mr.  Rosen  for  advice  and  assistance  in  the  marketing 
of  his  extensive  collection  which  resulted  in  our  pre- 
sentation in  the  present  catalogue.  We  would  like  to 
extend  our  appreciation  to  Mr.  Rosen,  and  to  our  con- 
signor for  consigning  this  exciting  property  to  our  sale. 
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WELCOME 

to  the  Classics  Sale 

The  Haig  A.  Koshkarian  Collection 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


It  is  with  delight  that  I welcome 
you  to  our  Classics  Sale  featuring 
the  Haig  Koshkarian  Collection. 
We’ve  known  Dr.  Koshkarian, 
whose  biography  is  offered  in  the 
nearby  pages,  for  many  years.  It  is 
sweet  indeed  when  old  friends 
choose  American  Numismatic 
Rarities  to  part  with  the  cabinet 
they  spent  many  years  of  dedica- 
tion assembling!  If  old  Noah 
Webster  should  rise  again,  or  if  his  21st  century  spiri- 
tual descendant  should  compose  a similarly  magiste- 
rial American  lexicon,  we  would  submit  that  Dr. 
Koshkarian’s  picture  should  appear  above  the  word 
connoisseur,  as  he  is  the  very  embodiment  of  the  careful 
and  patient  collector  who  gathers  pieces  to  his  own 
high  levels  of  satisfaction.  I recall  congratulating  Dr. 
Koshkarian  when  he  bid  successfully  at  the  auction  of 
the  Norweb  Collection  on  one  of  that  fabulous 
cabinet’s  chief  highlights  - the  1797  Small  Eagle  half 
dollar  that  is  presented  herein.  As  I was  the  cataloguer 
ot  that  coin  when  the  Norweb  family  parted  with  it  — 
and  many  of  those  present  on  the  staff  of  American 
Numismatic  Rarities  (including  Frank  Van  Valen,  our 
tine  photographer  Douglas  Plasencia,  Mary  Toed, 
Beth  Piper,  and  others)  were  also  involved  at  that  time 
- it  is  a happy  circumstance  to  be  able  to  interact  with 
Dr.  Koshkarian  and  that  IjeantiJul  coin  again!  Of  course, 
many  are  the  other  highlights  ot  Dr.  Koshkarian’s  cabi- 
net, showcase  pieces  that  range  from  the  aforemen- 
tioned rarity  to  beautifully  toned  Franklin  halves  and 
other  coins,  rare  and  not  so  rare,  on  a long  continuum 
that  allows  everyone  to  participate  in  some  way  or  an- 
other. Like  many  of  the  great  collections  we  have  seen 
sold  over  our  time  in  this  tine  hobby,  there  are  very 
expensive  coins  and  coins  that,  while  very  nice,  are 
very  inexpensive.  We  look  forward  to  meeting  many 


new  friends  over  the  course  of  this  auction.  Who 
knows,  perhaps  the  owner  of  the  greatest  collection  to 
be  sold  in  2050  will  recall  his  or  her  first  auction  pur- 
chase from  ANR,  a 1958  Roosevelt  dime  or  some  such! 

Dr.  Koshkarian  is  both  a conventional  collector  and 
a numismatist  who  made  his  own  rules.  Assembling  a 
type  set  is  a fairly  typical  (excuse  the  pun)  way  to  col- 
lect, but  Dr.  Koshkarian  was  also  collecting  modern 
series  in  sets  to  show  both  toned  coins  and  untoned 
coins  long  before  such  distinctions  were  made  widely, 
or  were  popular.  We  encourage  others  to  follow  his 
example  — collect  what  you  enjoy  without  worrying 
about  the  current  fad  or  the  talking  heads  who  suggest 
endless  “right”  ways.  Collect  what  you  find  beautiful 
or  interesting  or  historic.  If  such  a goal  is  followed, 
and  nice  coins  are  all  that  are  included,  you  can  con- 
sider yourself  a connoisseur  in  the  Koshkarian  mold! 

Of  course,  there  are  many  other  consignors  to  the 
present  sale,  and  I would  be  remiss  to  not  mention  a 
few  other  special  collections  that  are  included  in  this 
very  special  sale.  The  Research  Triangle  Gold  Collec- 
tion was  assembled  by  a famous  and  well-respected 
professional  in  the  medical  field  from  that  area  of  North 
Carolina  that  includes  some  of  the  nation’s  most  well- 
respected  universities  and  scientific  facilities.  Indeed, 
within  a few  miles  of  each  other,  Duke  University,  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  and  North  Carolina 
State  University  all  bustle  with  brilliance  - and  the 
Research  Triangle  Gold  Collection  also  shows  great 
brilliance,  although  it  is  the  brilliance  of  gold!  Collec- 
tors of  rare  date  gold  coins  will  find  this  assemblage  of 
specimens  fortunate,  as  in  one  place  you  can  seek  out 
very  special  rarities  that  are  not  of  the  celebrated  nature, 
but  are  well-known  as  difficult  issues  to  studious  nu- 
mismatists. Therein,  great  value  and  enjovment  m.iv 
be  found,  as  well  as  the  satisfaction  that  one  need  not 
worry  about  finding  an  MS-h8  or  something,  as  manv 
ot  these  very  rare  gold  coins  are  unknown  m Mint 
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State!  Ably  catalogued  by  Frank  Van  Valen  (who  was 
also  one  of  the  main  cataloguers  of  the  fantastic  Fiarry 
W.  Bass  Collection  of  gold  coins),  collectors  of  rare 
gold  coins  may  always  look  back  to  the  Research  Tri- 
angle Gold  Collection  as  an  interesting  and  important 
provenance. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  American  spectrum  is  the 
base  metal  of  copper,  and  at  the  opposite  end  of  the 
spectrum  from  a well-used  gold  coin  made  in  the  mas- 
sive commercial  center  of  New  Orleans  or  metropolis 
of  San  Francisco  must  be  a large  cent  made  in  Proof 
finish!  Such  items  were  not  intended  to  circulate,  as 
they  represented  the  coiner’s  highest  form  in  the  early 
Mint,  carefully  accomplished  and  usually  safeguarded 
from  contact  or  rub  for  generations.  We  are  fortunate 
to  present  a substantial  grouping  of  Proof  large  cents, 
all  of  the  Matron  Head  type,  from  the  Legend  Collec- 
tion of  Proof  large  cents.  Once  owned  by  New  York 
dealer  Eric  Streiner,  many  trace  their  lineage  to  other 
famous  collectors  of  an  earlier  age.  Chief  among  them 
was  R.E.  “Ted”  Naftzger,  who  assembled  an  incred- 
ible collection  of  large  cents  (and  many  other  numis- 
matic specialties,  for  which  he  is  less  known).  A nearly 
gem  Proof  1823/2  cent  is  a “wow”  coin,  nearly 
induplicable  (though  the  Eliasberg  Collection  con- 
tained one  that  sold  for  a princely  sum),  an  item  that 
many  dealers  and  collectors  of  long-standing  have  no 
doubt  never  encountered. 

Proofs  have  always  attracted  collectors,  even  when 
the  number  of  collectors  in  the  entire  country  could 
neatly  fit  into  our  cozy  offices  here  in  Wolfeboro, 
had  such  existed.  Wolfeboro  was  founded  in  1770, 
but  did  not  become  a “Numismatic  Center  of 
America”  (to  paraphrase  the  inscription  on  the  1936 
Cincinnati  half  dollar)  until  some  of  us  came  here 
from  Beverly  Hills,  Binghamton  (NY),  and  elsewhere 
(my  gosh,  it  seems  like  ages  ago,  but  it  was  scarcely  a 
quarter  of  century  past). 

Struck  later  than  the  Prooflarge  cents  noted  above, 
the  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  trade  dollars  is  no  less 
impressive  or  important,  as  it  is  a lovely  matched  set  of 
coins  in  top-shelf,  hand-selected  quality.  Some  show 
pleasing  toning,  some  are  only  modestly  toned,  but 
each  is  a gem  example.  Bidders  will  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  bid  on  individual  pieces  (a  rare  chance  for  such 
early  dates  as  1873  and  1874)  but  they  may  also  tender 
a bid  on  the  entire  set  - an  intact  numismatic  land- 
mark and  ready-made  collection  of  world  class  qual- 
ity! Trade  dollars  are  something  ot  a favorite,  a unique 
and  interesting  denomination  that  has  finally  come  into 
its  own  as  something  to  collect  and  study.  The  circu- 


lation strike  trade  dollars  offered  herein  also  include 
some  really  remarkable  pieces,  like  a bold  doubled  die 
reverse  1876-CC,  one  of  the  finest  specimens  in  ex- 
istence of  what  Bill  Fivaz  has  designated  as  the  most 
spectacular  of  all  doubled  dies  in  the  American  series! 
Interestingly,  all  trade  dollars  were  “demonetized” 
under  the  Act  ofjuly  22,  1876,  but  then  under  the 
catch-all  Act  of  1965,  any  and  all  coins  ever  struck  at  a 
U.S.  mint  (fancy  patterns  and  “special  pieces”  too) 
were  monetized — so  if  you  want  to  spend  a trade  dol- 
laryou  can  do  so.  Excuse  the  digression,  but  such  things 
are  interesting  to  me. 

Regarding  the  dozens  upon  dozens  of  other  impres- 
sive numismatic  items  herein  - from  a beautiful  1820 
Northwest  Company  token  from  the  then-primitive 
Northwest  to  a gem  1928  Hawaiian  half  dollar  — to  go 
into  detail  here  listing  highlights  would  be  akin  to  re- 
writing the  catalogue!  Peruse  the  selections,  examine 
your  collecting  goals,  think  about  the  meaning  ofwords 
like  rare  and  opportunity  and  what  they  mean  to  you  and 
your  life  in  numismatics,  and  come  up  with  some  sen- 
sible bids.  Look  at  the  nice  large  photos  available  on 
www.anrcoins.com  in  addition  to  those  in  the  catalogue. 
You  inight  even  consider  coming  to  lot  viewing — some- 
thing like  a temporary  coin  museum  with  a collegial 
environment  - with  the  added  benefit  of  being  in  the 
fine  city  ofBaltimore,  Maryland.  Our  sale  will  take  place 
at  the  Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel  on  March  9 and  10, 
and  you  may  think  about  joining  us  a day  early  to  ex- 
amine the  lots,  explore  the  city,  and  attend  the  exciting 
auction  event  itself.  Soon  after,  the  Baltimore  Coin  and 
Currency  Convention  will  take  place  nearby,  one  of  the 
nicest  shows  anywhere  in  the  country.  And  if  you  do 
come  by  lot  viewing  or  the  sale,  please  make  sure  to 
stop  by  and  introduce  yourself  We’d  love  to  meet  you! 

Enjoy  this  fine  catalogue,  and  thanks  for  your  in- 
terest in  American  Numismatic  Rarities! 


Q.  David  Bowers. 

P.S.  Some  publications  and  programs  I hope  you’ll 
find  interesting  are  on  the  way,  including  The  Numis- 
matic Sun  magazine  (upon  hearing  of  it  Wayne  Homren 
of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  could  not  re- 
sist saying,  “Let  the  Sun  shine  bright!).  Featured  in  the 
Sun  will  be  a monthly  program  for  those  would  like  to 
automatically  receive  some  really  nice  quality  coins  in 
the  mail  every  month,  interesting  regular  features  and 
columns  amidst  many  other  things. 
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SESSION  ONE 


Tuesday,  March  9-  6:00  pm  Sharp 
Lots:  1-671 

The  Haig  A.  Koshkarian  Type  Set  and  Denomination  Sets 
Colonial  Coins  through  Hale  Dollars 


East  Ballroom 

Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel 


The  Haig  A.  Koshkarian  Type  Set 

HALF  CENTS 


Magnificent  1793  C-4  Half  Cent 

Choice  Mint  State 

Exceptional  Strike,  Superb  Eye  Appeal 


(2x  photo) 

1 1793  half  cent.  Cohen-4,  Breen-4.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  BN 


(NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1793  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Left.  By  an 
unknown  engraver,  perhaps  David  Rittcnhouse  (?),  incorrectly 
attributed  to  Adam  Eckfelt  by  Walter  Breen. 

Our  offering  of  the  Dr.  Koshkarian  Collection  begins  with 
a superb,  indeed  stimning  example  of  the  1793  half  cent,  the 


first  year  of  issue  of  the  denomination  and  the  only  year  in  which 
the  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Left  was  employed.  In  the  present  piece, 
the  elements  of  excellent  strike,  high  grade,  good  centering,  high 
planchet  quality,  and  superb  eye  appeal  come  together  to  create 
one  of  the  finest  1793  half  cents  ever  to  pass  under  our  view.  A 
formidable  statement  as  we  have  seen  more  than  our  share  of  great 
rarities.  For  the  half  cent  specialist  as  well  as  the  type  set  collector, 
this  is  a “must  have”  coin. 

This  superb  specimen  exhibits  rich  chocolate  brown  surfaces 
on  obverse  and  reverse  and,  to  be  complete,  the  edge  as  well. 
Glossy  and  attractive,  with  halos  of  deep  orange-tan  adhering  to 
devices,  faded  from  mint  color.  Marks  are  minimal,  and  prob- 
ably shouldn’t  be  mentioned  at  all,  but  we  do  see  some  ticks  in 
the  far  right  obverse  field  behind  Liberty’s  curls.  The  striking  is 
fairly  well  centered,  with  the  beads  in  all  instances  separated  from 
the  rim  with  an  area  of  open  field,  thereby  showcasing  them. 
The  obverse  is  sufficiently  well  centered  that  it  is  an  ideal  for  the 
type.  The  reverse  die  was  slightly  misaligned,  not  that  many 
people  would  notice,  and  on  the  left  side  the  open  area  beyond 
the  beads  is  slightly  larger  than  on  the  right  side,  as  seen  on  most 
other  high-grade  examples  of  this  variety.  The  hair  of  Miss  Lib- 
erty is  well  detailed,  except  for  the  very  highest  strands,  and  on 
the  reverse  the  leaves  are  similarly  detailed,  most  showing  their 
veins,  and  other  botanical  characteristics.  The  grade  of  the  piece 
is  sufficiently  high  that  all  of  the  idiosyncrasies  of  both  dies  can 
be  seen,  with  the  smooth  lustrous  surfaces  accentuating  the  high 
relief  nature  of  the  dies.  One  of  the  very  finest  known  of  this  die 
variety,  surpassed  by  a specimen  in  a closely  held  Missouri  cabi- 
net and  perhaps  a few  others,  though  likely  among  the  Condi- 
tion Census  for  this  variety.  All  told,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  1793 
half  cents  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled,  a truly  remarkable  and 
memorable  piece. 
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The  Classics  Sale 


NGC  Census:  3;  5 finer  (MS-66  BN  finest).  This  includes  all  NGC-certi- 
fied  specimens  of  the  date,  including  those  of  other  varieties  and  those  whose 
attribution  was  not  indicated  by  NGC.  Among  NGC-graded  Cohen-4s,  this  is 
finest  by  five  points.  These  numbers  almost  certainly  include  some  resubmissions, 
as  four  ot  the  higher  grades  are  logjammed  at  MS-64  BN. 

Die  State:  Manley  2.0.  Die  rust  at  top  ofV,  flowlines  from  die  fatigue  around 
obverse  devices,  die  clashed  remnants  of  one  of  the  ribbon  ends  are  visible  at 
RTY  ofLlBERTY. 

Tradition  ascribes  this  type  to  the  authorship  of  Adam  Eckfeldt  based  upon 
a much-later  manuscript  in  which  Eckfeldt  reportedly  referred  to  this  type  as 
"the  work  ot  my  hand."  Eckfeldt,  a Mint  mechanic  and  pressman  in  this  period, 
undoubtedly  meant  the  coining  of  the  piece,  rather  than  the  engraving  of  its 
dies — such  engraving  work  was  far  afield  from  his  talents  as  a mechanic,  and  the 
skilled  hand  seen  on  this  type  was  certainly  a practiced  one.  Some  early  observ- 
ers ascribed  this  work  to  Mint  Director  David  Rittenhouse,  a gentleman  of  di- 
verse talents  who  had  e.xperience  in  engraving  compass  faces,  bank  notes  (nota- 
bly a colonial  issue  for  the  state  of  Newjersey)  and  perhaps  clock  faces.  Engrav- 


ing a coin  die  was  well  within  Rittenhouse’s  skill  set  at  a time  when  the  Mint 
was  notably  short  on  talented  help. 

The  quality  ot  copper  used  for  half  cent  planchets  often  varied  during  the 
early  years.  In  general,  that  used  for  the  1793  half  cent,  as  here,  was  of  fairly  high 
quality,  probably  bright  orange  or  close  when  processed  at  the  Mint.  In  con- 
trast, the  metal  used  in  1794  was  dark  and  irregular,  mostly  yielding  coins  that 
today  are  porous  and  dark. 

The  acquisition  of  copper  was  a continuing  problem  for  the  early  Philadel- 
phia Mint.  Supplies  were  bought  from  the  general  public  in  the  form  of  ingots, 
scrap,  other  coins,  tokens  (such  as  those  made  for  Talbot,  Allum  & Lee),  etc. 
Later,  contracts  were  perfected  with  Boulton  & Watt  of  Birmingham,  England, 
an  arrangement  that  was  fine  while  it  lasted,  but  which  had  its  own  problems 
and  eventually  ceased  during  the  War  of  1812. 

From  Superior’s  sale  of  the  Bernard  Turkus  Collection,  June  1981, 
Lot  1;  Stack’s  sale  oj  the  Reed  Flawn  Collection,  October  1993,  Lot  1; 
Anthony  Terranom  to  Haig  Koshkarian  in  November  1993. 


Remarkable  1794  C-la  Half  Cent 
Incredible  MS-63 
Superb  Surfaces  and  Eye  Appeal 


MS-63  BN  (NGC). 


Type  and  designer:  1794-1797  Libert^'  Cap  Facing  Right.  By 
Robert  Scot. 

Deep  chocolate  brown  surfaces  on  obverse  and  reverse,  quite 
smooth,  the  emphasis  being  necessary  as  half  cents  of  this  date  are 
remarkable  for  being  irregular  and  rough.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  even 
within  this  high  grade,  one  would  probably  need  to  inspect  from 
one  to  two  dozen  e.xamples — strictly  theoretical,  as  no  such  op- 
portunity would  ever  e.xist — to  find  another  that  matches  this.  The 
present  coin  is  thought  to  rank  among  the  Condition  Census  (de- 
lined  as  the  six  best  specimens  of  this  die  variety),  and  handily 
exceeds  the  quality  of  most  at  this  grade  level  by  virtue  of  its  choice 
surfaces  and  eye  appeal. 

The  details  on  obverse  and  reverse  are  superb,  with  just  about 
everything  fully  struck  up,  save  for  a few  of  the  higher  areas.  The 


dies  clashed  prior  to  the  striking  of  this  piece,  with  the  result  that 
on  the  obverse  before  the  lips  and  chin  are  incuse  impressions  of 
the  leaves  on  the  reverse;  on  the  reverse,  to  the  left  of  H (HALF) 
can  be  seen  some  evidences  of  the  hair  strands  from  the  other  side. 
The  rim  is  well  defined,  with  all  of  the  dentils  distinct,  not  a single 
exception.  A few  tiny  scattered  marks  are  mentioned  for  accuracy. 
The  most  interesting  aspect  of  this  obverse  die,  a recut  date  with 
the  original  numerals  far  south  of  the  dominant  date,  is  plain  to 
the  naked  eye. 

The  1794  is  properly  considered  a distinct  type  within  the  half 
cent  series,  as  even  a casual  comparison  with  the  Small  Head  style 
of  1795-1797  will  reveal  a dramatic  difference.  It  has  been  our  ex- 
perience that  of  all  the  half  cent  types,  the  1794  is  far  and  away  the 
most  difficult  to  obtain  in  high  grades,  handily  eclipsing  the  even 
more  famous  1793,  by  a large  factor.  Indeed,  although  the  1794  is 
not  rare  as  a date  in  comparison  to  the  famous  1793,  all  bets  are  off 
when  it  comes  to  pieces  such  as  this,  offering  a combination  of 
high  grade,  smooth  planchet  surfaces,  and  excellent  eye  appeal. 
Using  these  criteria,  the  1794  Large  Head  type  is  the  most  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  in  the  entire  series.  Only  a few  varieties  of  1794  half 
cents  are  known  in  such  remarkable  grade  as  this,  with  this  Cohen 
number  notably  scarcer  than  the  C-9  in  grades  exceeding  EF.  A 
type  collector  could  hardly  seek  a finer  specimen  than  offered  here 
with  an  expectation  of  success  in  either  the  short  or  long  term. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer  of  the  variety.  NGC  has  certified  a single  C-9 
as  MS-66  RB. 

Die  State:  Manley  3.0.  Clash  marks  visible  between  the  cap  and  hair  below 
L of  LIBERTY,  and  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty's  face  and  below  her  chin.  A rarely 
visible  fine  die  crack  is  plain  at  the  tops  ofIBE.  Reverse  rotated  30°CCW. 

As  noted  under  the  preceding  lot,  copper  supplies  for  the  early  Philadelphia 
Mint  were  from  many  different  sources  and  the  quality  and  purity  of  the  metal 
varied.  For  1794  the  metal,  after  refining  at  the  Mint,  remained  generally  unsat- 
isfactory, probably  due  to  impurities  and  other  unwanted  elements,  although 
we  are  not  aware  of  any  analysis  that  has  ever  been  done. 

Not  generally  known  is  the  fact  that  copper  half  cents  and  cents  were  usu- 
ally pnjilahle  for  the  Mint  to  produce,  as  after  the  early  years  the  amount  of 
copper  needed  to  make  these  coins  was  less  than  face  value — this  in  contrast  to 
the  full  or  nearly  full  weight  of  metal  required  for  silver  and  gold  coins.  Accord- 
ingly, the  more  copper  coins  that  could  be  made,  the  greater  the  profits  wxsuld 
be.  On  the  other  hand,  profits  from  gold  and  silver  coinage  were  negligible 

From  Superior  Galleries  ’ sale  of  the  Bill  1 1 Wtrr  Collection  of  I lalfi  laits, 
June  2002,  Lot  2242;  Anthony  Terranom  to  Haig  Koshkarian  in  June 
2002.  The  original  Bill  ILc/ht  lot  ticket  aci  omi\inies  this  h'l. 
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Elegant  1795  C-6a  Half  Cent 
Plain  Edge,  No  Pole 
Glossy,  Frosty,  Beautiful 


3 1795  C-6a,  B-6a.  Rarity-2.  Plain  Edge,  No  Pole.  MS-63  BN 

(NGC). 

Type  and  designer;  1794-1797  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Right.  By 
Robert  Scot. 

Again,  while  the  grade  of  the  present  coin  is  pleasingly  high 
from  a numerical  standpoint,  other  factors  can  be  equally  if  not 
more  important,  these  being  quality  of  strike,  smoothness  of 
planchet,  and  eye  appeal.  All  of  these  elements  come  together  nicely 
in  the  present  coin,  creating  a truly  memorable  example  of  the 
1795-1797  type. 


Glossy  light  brown  surfaces,  frosty  and  with  remarkable  cart- 
wheel lustre,  greet  the  eye,  in  combination  with  the  Small  I lead 
motif  and  extremely  long  dentils — a suite  of  characteristics  which 
equals  rare  beauty.  The  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  is  cameo  on  the 
obverse,  with  generous  amounts  of  field  surrounding,  quite  unlike 
the  earlier  offered  Large  Head  of  1794.  The  dentils  are  a story  in 
themselves — ^very  few  early  American  coins  of  any  kind  have  den- 
tils as  pronounced  as  on  this  specimen — almost  as  if  they  had  been 
especially  created  to  accent  the  fields  and  devices.  The  planchet  is 
virtually  perfect,  with  regard  to  contact  marks,  though  many  tiny 
marks  that  pre-existed  striking  are  visible  under  magnified  scrutiny 
in  the  southeast  quadrant  of  the  obverse  and  top  of  the  reverse.  Few 
post-striking  marks  are  worthy  of  notice,  save  perhaps  a few  tiny 
ones  on  the  neck  and  a very  minor  horizontal  abrasion  below 
Liberty’s  car.  With  regard  to  strike,  this  type  often  is  casually  struck, 
but  the  present  piece  is  an  exception  (as  you  might  expect  from  the 
Koshkarian  Collection).  The  obverse  is  definitive  for  the  type,  the 
hair  strands  are  all  well  defined,  the  date  is  bold,  and  all  else  is  in 
place.  On  the  reverse  the  wreath  leaves  are  very  well  detailed  and 
could  have  been  used  by  Agassiz  for  a lesson  in  foliate  branches — 
not  to  get  carried  away,  but  it  is  not  often  that  such  delicate  aspects 
are  easily  seen,  even  under  low  magnification. 

With  regard  to  the  Small  Head  half  cent  of  1795-1797,  offered 
here,  it  does  not  present  the  challenge  of  the  earlier  two  varieties, 
but  stiO  when  eye  appeal  is  added  to  the  characteristics  just  men- 
tioned, here,  indeed,  is  an  extraordinary  coin. 

NGC  Census:  1;  2 finer  for  the  date  {MS-65  RB  finest). 

Die  State:  Manley  2.0.  Bulge  forms  to  the  right  of  Y in  LIBERTY  along 
the  border. 

81.4  grains. 

The  absence  of  the  pole  on  this  half  cent  variety  is  due  to  lapping  or  grind- 
ing the  die  to  remove  the  pole  feature  which  was  originally  there.  In  contrast, 
the  1796  half  cent  variety  without  pole  was  an  engraving  error — the  pole  was 
inadvertently  omitted. 

From  Bowers  and  Mercna’s  sale  of  August  1999,  Lot  7;  Anthony 
Terranopa  to  Haig  Koshkarian  in  August  1999 
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Original  Color  1800  C-1  Half  Cent 

Choice  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 

4 1800  C-1,  B-l.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  RB  (NGC). 


Type  and  designer;  1800-1808  Draped  Bust.  By  Robert  Scot. 

A truly  notable  example  of  a popular  hoard  issue,  details  given 
below.  While  half  cents  of  this  date  and  design  are  readily  available 
in  Mint  State  on  the  market,  not  many  can  approach  the  combined 
standards  of  this  one,  including  technical  grade  and,  possibly  even 
more  important,  great  eye  appeal 

A splendid  specimen  with/n//  original  mint  red-orange,  with 
some  natural  brown  flecks  and  gradations,  but  still  fiery,  lustrous, 
and  stunning  to  the  eye.  A few  fiecks  and  spots  are  seen  here  and 
there,  most  notably  to  the  right  of  the  ribbon  knot  and  above 
Liberty’s  eye,  but  these  are  scarcely  worth  mentioning.  On  the 
obverse,  a small  line  is  seen  from  below  an  interior  curl,  extending 
toward  the  bow,  but  as  no  displaced  metal  is  evident,  this  probably 
was  a mark  produced  at  the  moment  of  striking. 

The  strike  on  both  sides  is  quite  good,  with  details  well  de- 
fined except  for  the  very  highest  areas  and  in  the  vicinity  of  OF, 
opposite  the  deepest  part  of  the  obverse  die  and  typically  seen  weak. 

A specimen  of  hand-selected  quality  of  this  famous  hoard  is- 
sue. There  are  two  reported  hoards  of  1800  C-1  half  cents.  One 
cache  is  said  to  have  been  found  before  1910  in  New  England,  and 
supposedly  contained  hundreds  of  pieces,  typically  with  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  The  other  hoard,  estimated  to  be  30  to  100  pieces, 
was  found  in  Boston  in  the  1930s.  Some  specimens  from  this  group 
are  mint  red,  but  usually  are  spotted.  Many  examples  of  this  issue, 
perhaps  most,  have  been  cleaned  or  “improved”  in  recent  times. 
Not  this  one!  The  piece  is  just  about  how  it  may  have  appeared 
when  it  first  went  into  numismatic  hands  a century  or  so  ago. 

file  Sute:  Manles’  5.0,  nearly  the  latest  die  state  with  the  lump  under  E in 
UN  ITEI ) all  but  unbroken  to  the  wreath.  Manley  desenbes  this  state  as  “very  scarce.” 

The  firaped  Bust  obverse,  said  to  have  been  modeled  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  w'as 
first  used  m American  coinage  on  the  1795  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar,  variety 
BB-51,  a lovely  specimen  of  which  is  featured  in  the  present  sale.  While  the 
motif  was  soon  used  on  the  copper  cent  and  certain  silver  denominations,  it  was 
not  until  IKOO  that  it  was  employed  for  half  cents.  In  general,  the  use  of  a given 
design  lagged  tor  the  half  cent  denomination  (the  Classic  Head  motif,  first  used 
on  copper  --nts  m IHIIH,  was  not  used  on  half cents  until  IHIW;  the  Braided  Hair 
!,  >tit,  first  used  on  cents  in  IK.Vi,  was  not  used  on  half  rents  until  IH4fl). 

I'urrhaifd  /nwi  Anthony  Terranooii,  1994. 


Lustrous  1835  C-1  Half  Cent 


5 1835  C-1,  B-l.  Rarity-l.  MS-64  RB  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1809-1836  Classic  Head.  By  John  Reich. 

A nicely  struck  and  very  attractive  example  of  the  type,  blend- 
ing fiery  original  mint  color  with  natural  light  brown  toning.  On 
the  obverse  the  orange  and  brown  are  about  evenly  divided,  with 
perhaps  an  edge  to  the  brown;  on  the  reverse  orange-red  strongly 
predominates.  The  strike  is  quite  good,  with  details  well  impressed, 
including  the  leaves  and  star  points.  The  border  is  likewise  choice. 
While  the  Classic  Head  style  of  1809- 1836  regularly  occurs  in  Mint 
State,  within  the  grade  category  offered  here,  the  present  piece  is 
particularly  desirable  for  its  lively  and  original  surface  quality.  Not 
especially  rare,  but  certainly  beautiful.  A worthwhile  example  of 
this  late  entry  in  the  Classic  Head  series,  a design  continued  in  the 
half  cent  denomination  long  after  it  had  been  dropped  from  use 
on  copper  cents  (last  used  on  that  denomination  in  1814). 

Die  State:  Manley  2.0.  Heavy  clash  marks  visible  before  Miss  Liberty’s  face 
and  throat. 

Purchased  from  Jim  McGuigan,  February  1994. 

Fiery  Red  Gem  1854  Half  Cent 


6 1854  C-1,  B-l.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  RD  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1840-1857  Braided  Hair.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht 

Fiery  original  mint  orange-red  predominates  on  the  obverse  and 
reverse,  lightly  blended  with  nuances  of  natural  toning.  Lustrous 
and  frosty.  A few  flecks  are  seen  here  and  there,  including  in  the 
right  field  what  seems  to  be  a trace  of  an  ancient  fingerprint.  The 
strike  is  breathtaking,  indeed  superb,  definitive  for  the  grade. 

While  half  cents  dated  1854  are  regularly  encountered  in  Mint 
State,  less  often  in  gem  Mint  State,  finding  one  with  original  bril- 
liance and  frost,  sharply  struck,  and  with  fantastic  eye  appeal,  pro- 
pels this  piece  into  the  rare  category. 

NGC  Census:  5;  none  finer. 

Die  State:  Manley  1.0,  Perfect  die. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  December  1997.  The  “point  per- 
son " for  Legend  Numismatics  is  our  friend,  Laura  Sperber,  who  made  head- 
lines last  year  with  the  gala  party  she  initiated,  conducted  by  Diamond 
International  in  Timonium,  Maryland,  just  before  the  American  Numis- 
matic Association  Convention.  On  hand  were  four  of  the  five  Emiiiih  Lib- 
erty Head  nickels,  and  enough  dignitaries  to  keep  a half  dozat  photogra- 
phers busy.  The  eivnt,  which  Duira  began  planning  in  autumn  of  2002, 
deivloped  into  a showcase  of  other  treasures  as  iirll,  including  the  only  known 
plate  block  of  19 IH  inm'rted24(  "fenny  " airmail  stamps,  the  uvrid's  finest 
collection  of  original  comic  Iwk  art,  including  Si  nx^'i-  ,\  I,  I liii  k and  s,  a,L  of 
gold  and  other  coins,  andnion'.  Si'im  afteni\inl,  Baltimore  iM.iyMciric  y\iir 
the  event  a large  color  spn-ad. 
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LARGE  CENTS 


The  Incredible  Koshkarian  Chain  AMERI. 

Sheldon-1 

Among  The  Finest  Known 


7 1793  Sheldon-1.  Rarity-4-.  Chain.  AMERI.  MS-62  BN 

(NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1793  Chain  Reverse.  By  Henry  Voigt. 

The  obverse  of  this  piece  is  marvelously  detailed,  includingjust 
about  every  minute  strand  in  the  hair  of  Miss  Liberty,  save  for  a 
tiny  area  above  her  ear.  All  the  details  of  her  eye  are  visible,  as  are 
the  engraver’s  strikes  to  create  the  nose,  lip  outlines,  and  neck  trun- 
cation. The  surfaces  are  nicely  reflective,  even  prooflike,  with  the 
pleasing  steel  brown  coloration  showing  pale  champagne  with  hints 
of  subtle  blue  when  lit  directly.  Mint  color  remains  within  the  7 
and  3 of  the  date,  B and  R of  LIBERTY,  and  around  some  letters 
of  the  reverse  legends,  with  the  surfaces  bright  with  frosty  mint 
lustre  on  both  sides,  lively  and  bright  in  a way  associated  perhaps 
with  Indian  cents  but  certainly  almost  never  with  Chain  cents! 
Light  scattered  marks  are  present  which  link  this  coin  with  its  past 
provenance  and  future  appearances,  including  a diagonal  abrasion 
at  the  final  date  digit,  two  thin  parallel  scratches  at  the  forehead 


aligned  with  the  base  of  Y,  and  a dull  old  mark  at  the  corner  of 
Liberty’s  lips.  The  date  1793  and  the  word  LIBERTY  are  defini- 
tive. When  Ted  Naftzger  owned  this  coin,  he  noted  on  the  enve- 
lope (included  in  this  lot)  that  there  was  “much  original  red  and 
proof  surface.” 

On  the  reverse  there  is  no  improvement  needed  for  the  strik- 
ing, as  everything  is  as  sharp  as  can  be,  again  set  against  prooflike 
surfaces,  light  brown  with  some  reflections  ofblue  and  champagne 
iridescence.  The  edge  of  a coin  is  often  overlooked,  particularly  if 
a piece  is  inserted  in  a holder.  However,  as  we  catalogue  this  piece, 
prior  to  certification,  we  can  see  all  of  the  little  details  of  the  vine, 
leaves,  and  blossoms-a  treat  in  itself,  these  being  interrupted  on 
the  edge  by  sections  of  vertical  reeding. 

Over  the  years  our  staffers  have  catalogued  and  offered  quite  a 
few  1793  Chain  AMERI.  cents,  no  count  being  kept  but  perhaps 
100  or  more.  This  piece  is  head  and  shoulders  finer  than  any  other 
example  we  have  offered.  It  is  considered  third  finest  known  of 
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che  Chain  AMERl.  variety — a statement  of  greater  importance 
when  the  Sheldon- 1 is  considered  than  those  of  other  varieties 
whose  fame  is  far  less  and  whose  distinction  from  other  varieties  is 
tiny,  rather  than  a legend  that  is  unique  among  all  American  coins. 
The  finest  known  specimen,  for  which  this  coin  was  traded  as  part 
of  a massive  trade  on  December  11,  1986,  is  the  Mickley- 
Mackenzie-Parmelee  coin  that  was  most  recently  a part  of  the 
Naftzger  collection.  The  second  finest  known  is  a less  famous  ex- 
ample, now  closely  held  in  a 
West  Coast  collection.  The 
present  piece  is  ranked  third  by 
both  Noyes  and  Bland,  though 
some  consider  it  tied  with  the 
Jackman-Hain  coin  which  re- 
cently brought  $166,750  in 
January  2002. 

In  the  formation  of  a type  set 
of  United  States  coins,  as  well 
as  a complete  set  of  dates  and 
major  types  of  copper  cents,  this 
is  one  of  the  key  varieties.  A 
specimen  in  nice  VF  or  EF 
would  be  desirable,  the  latter 
especially  so,  an  AU  even  more  wonderful.  To  find  a piece  of  the 
quality  offered  here  is  sufficiently  unusual  that  it  is  likely  that 
whether  you  will  own  a 1793  Chain  AMERl.  in  this  combination 
of  high  grade,  sharp  strike,  and  eye  appeal  may  well  depend  on 
whether  you  are  the  successful  bidder  for  this  coin. 

What  does  one  say  when  confronted  by  one  of  the  very  finest 
known  examples  of  the  single  most  famous  variety  among  large 
copper  cents?  IVow!  Or,  you  can  add  your  own  expressions.  This 
piece,  discovered  in  1974  and  considered  third  finest  of  all  known 
Sheldon- Is,  is  distinctive  for  its  quality,  grade,  desirability,  and 
sharpness,  but  beyond  that  it  was  the  subject  of  a color  poster  done 
a number  of  years  ago  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  At  that 
time  certain  of  our  present  staffers  worked  for  that  firm,  and  oohs 
and  aahs  were  aplenty.  Today,  the  same  murmurs  of  appreciation 
are  heard,  perhaps  even  more  extensive,  for  it  is  now  a decade  and 
a half  later  and  quality  coins  are  more  widely  dispersed  than  ever 
before. 

N(;C  Census:  1;  none  finer  among  those  of  the  AMERl  variety. 

Die  State:  Breen’s  state  II.  early  within  that  state,  with  the  crescent-shaped 
bulge  subtle  at  left  obverse  field  but  no  trace  of  die  clashing  on  either  side  and  a 
tiny  die  chip  between  7 and  9 of  date.  The  Bland  census  as  published  in  Walter 
Breen's  Ljixr  Cent  EncYclopcJia  incorrectly  notes  this  piece  as  Die  State  1. 

Although  today  the  1793  Cham  motif  is  lovable,  marvelous  and  everything 
else  gtxid  in  numismatics,  and  just  about  anyone  would  give  an  eyetooth  to  own 
a piece  such  as  this,  or  even  a well  worn  coin,  this  was  not  always  the  case.  An 
early  newspaper  account,  widely  quoted,  states  that  the  new  coins:  “do  not  an- 
swer our  expectations.  The  chain  on  the  reverse  is  but  a bad  omen  for  liberty, 
and  Liberty  herself  appears  to  be  in  a fright.”  This  and  other  such  comments 
may  have  been  responsible  for  the  change  of  motif 

In  the  early  days  most  design  adjustments,  alterations,  and  concepts  were 
simply  carried  out  within  the  Mint,  by  the  engraver  and  other  staffers,  without 
much  in  the  way  of  correspondence  with  the  mint  director  or  anyone  else.  Ac- 
cordingly. the  era  of  the  1790s  is  strewn  with  little  mysteries,  including  the  pre- 


cise identity  of  Birch,  who  cut  the  dies  for  certain  1792  pieces;  the  reason  the 
1794  Starred  Reverse  (S-48)  cent  was  made;  the  details  of  the  “reeded  edge”  on 
certain  1795  cents,  and  the  story  of  the  misnamed  “Jefferson  Head”  cent,  etc. 

In  March  1793,  when  Chain  AMERl.  cents  were  coined,  there  is  no  record 
of  even  a single  example  being  saved  for  numismatic  purposes.  It  would  not  be 
until  the  1840s  that  a significant  conmiunity  of  coin  collectors  arose,  by  that 
time  perhaps  numbering  several  dozen,  the  identities  of  whom  are  not  all  known 
today.  Accordingly,  when  many  pieces  now  considered  classics  were  produced, 
no  attention  was  paid  to  them,  and  they  slipped  quietly  into  circulation.  There 

is  no  recorded  ceremony  for  the  striking 
of  a 1793  copper  cent,  or  the  initial  strik- 
ing of  the  1794  silver  dollar,  or  the  first 
production  of  gold  coins.  These  were 
simply  produced  on  a utilitarian  basis, 
turned  over  by  the  coiner  to  the  cashier 
of  the  Mint,  and  paid  out  to  depositors 
or  to  banks. 

However,  during  the  same  era  in 
England  numismatics  was  a thriving 
hobby,  indeed  intense,  and  thousands  of 
people  pursued  it.  Specialties  varied,  but 
many  paid  attention  to  what  are  now 
known  as  conder  tokens,  after  James 
Conder,  who  wrote  a descriptive  list  of 
them — these  being  various  pieces,  mostly 
the  size  of  a large  copper  cent,  dated  in 
the  1780s  and  early  179()s,  and  ostensibly 
made  for  trade  and  advertising  purposes,  but  also  for  the  numismatic  market. 
Other  collectors  m England  opted  to  acquire  ancient  Greek  or  Roman  coins  or 
very  early  British  coins.  Still  others  had  different  specialties.  Fortunately  for 
posterity  a few  enjoyed  acquiring  coins  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  from 
America,  not  long  before  a British  possession.  Accordingly,  a steady  stream  of 
United  States  coins  of  all  denominations,  particularly  copper  cents  and  half  cents, 
but  also  silver  and  gold,  came  to  England  as  souvenirs  carried  by  returning  trav- 
elers or  deliberately  sent  to  numismatists.  In  later  generations,  England  would 
become  a main  source,  perhaps  indeed  the  prime  source,  for  high-quality  half 
cents,  copper  cents,  and  certain  other  coins  dated  in  the  1790s,  including  it 
seems,  the  1793  Chain  AMERl.  cent  offered  in  the  present  lot. 

The  envelope  that  accompanies  this  lot,  handwritten  by  R.E.  “Ted”  Naftzger 
after  his  purchase  of  this  coin  in  1974,  bears  an  inscription:  “to  my  'Pal  out  East' 
Hy  Halpern  12/11/86.  All  the  best!  Ted  Naftzger.”  On  the  day  noted,  Naftzger 
and  Halpern  finished  one  of  the  most  remarkable  trades  in  the  history  of  large 
cents,  accomplished  on  Halpern’s  pool  table  in  his  home  in  New  Jersey.  On 
that  day,  Ted  Naftzger  traded  away  the  present  coin  in  addition  to  the  second 
finest  Sheldon-2  (ex  French-Sheldon),  the  fourth  finest  Sheldon-llc  (ex 
Newcomb-Auction  ’81),  the  fourth  finest  Sheldon-14  (ex  C.  Douglas  Smith- 
Denis  Loring-John  Roper)  and  other  coins  to  Halpern.  Naftzger  received  the 
finest  known  Sheldon-1,  the  fourth  finest  known  Sheldon-2  (ex.  NN50-Floyd 
Starr)  as  part  of  his  take.  Halpern  later  sold  this  coin  as  the  very  first  lot  in  his 
landmark  1988  sale,  where  it  was  purchased  by  Anthony  Terranova.  Soon  there- 
after, it  became  the  subject  of  a large  poster  sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler- 
ies, making  the  image  of  this  Chain  cent  one  of  the  most  well-known  of  any 
large  cent  in  existence. 

Discovered  in  Europe;  Sothehy  Parke  Bernet’s  sale  of  November  1974, 
Lot  59;  Ken  Goldman,  Stanley  Kesselman,  Julian  Leidman  & Mike 
Brownlee for  R.E.  Naftzger,  Jr.;  traded  to  Herman  Halpern from  Naftzger 
on  December  11,  1986;  Stack's  sale  of  the  Herman  Halpern  Collection, 
March  1988,  D>t  1;  Anthony  Terranova  to  Boivers  and  Merena  Galleries; 
Heritage’s  sale  of  October  1990,  Lot  452;  Anthony  Terranova  to  Haig 
Koshkarian  in  November  1990.  Naftzger’s  original  entviope  in  his  trade- 
mark green-ink  pen  accompanies  this  lot.  Noyes  photo  28735. 
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The  Finest  Known  1793  Sheldon-9  Wreath  Cent 
Ex  Sylvester  Crosby-Oscar  Pearl-Ted  Naftzger 
Plated  in  Crosby’s  1896  The  United  States  Cents  of  1793 


8 1793  S-9.  Rarity-2.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars.  MS-66  BN 

(NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1793  Wreath  Reverse.  By  an  unknown 
engraver,  perhaps  the  talented  author  of  the  1793  halt  cent  dies 
(David  Bdttenhouse?). 

What  can  be  said  about  this  coin?  Adjectives  including  marpel- 
ous,  exceptional,  wonderful,  and  just  about  anything  else,  seem  to  fall 
short  of  the  incredible  and  absolute  beauty  of  this  piece.  One  glance 
at  it  will  tell  all.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  here,  indeed,  is  a coin  for 
posterity,  a 1793  cent  the  likes  of  which  would  be  difficult  to  du- 
plicate elsewhere  for  any  price. 

ILich  lustrous  medium  brown  surfaces  exhibit  full  mint  frost 
and  generous  remnants  of  deep  red  mint  color,  with  delicate  traces 
of  bluish  toning  in  the  right  light.  Smooth  and  exceptionally  at- 
tractive, with  color  and  overall  quality  almost  incomparable  among 
other  cents  of  this  design  type.  On  the  obverse  the  hair  strands  are 
minutely  defined,  save  for  a few  very  high  areas.  We  have  never 
seen  a sharper  one.  The  impression  is  so  excellent  that  every  nu- 
ance, every  engraving  detail,  every  surface  die  characteristic  is  trans- 
mitted to  the  coin  itself  and  can  be  seen  today,  including  a little 
raised  area  on  the  cheek  to  the  left  of  Miss  Liberty  s lips.  The  word 


LIBERTY  is  bold,  as  is  the  1793  date  and  the  sprig  of  three  leaves 
above  it.  The  border  beads  arc  complete  and  well  struck.  In  cata- 
loguing this  coin  in  1973,  New  Netherlands  cataloguer  Jon  Hanson 
called  this  cent  “the  most  boldly  struck  Crosby  9-H  we  have  ever 
seen  and  immaculate  in  every  re.spect.” 

On  the  reverse  the  central  details  are  exceedingly  sharp,  and 
one  can  even  see  the  lines  of  the  engraving  tool  in  the  die,  as  trans- 
mitted to  the  characteristics  of  the  wreath  ribbon.  The  leaves  are 
finely  formed.  The  lettering  and  numbers  are  similarly  bold.  The 
obverse  die  was  not  completely  axially  aligned  with  the  reverse, 
and  thus  the  beading  is  very  slightly  off  center,  yielding  a wide 
margin  beyond  the  beads  to  the  left,  and  just  hints  of  the  beads  at 
the  right. 

The  edge  of  the  coin,  lettered  ONE  HUNDRED  FOR  A 
DOLLAR  is  likewise  superb. 

One  could  gaze  at  this  coin  for  a long  time,  discovering  still 
more  fascinations.  Of  all  important  “type"  coins  to  cross  the  block 
in  the  present  generation,  without  question  this  particular  1793 
Wreath  cent  is  in  the  front  rank. 

If  there  was  ever  a nice  match  for  the  1793  Cham  AMERl. 
cent  just  offered,  it  is  this  1793  Wreath  cent,  except  that  it  is  even 
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finer  overall,  as  it  has  virtually  no  contact  marks,  save  for  the  light 
peripheral  marks  inherent  in  the  planchet  before  the  dies  ever  im- 
bued an  image  upon  this  coin.  The  planchet  quality  and  preserva- 
tion ot  this  particular  specimen  is  extraordinary.  It  is,  by  general 
acclamation  of  those  who  take  the  study  of  large  cents  very  seri- 
ously, the  finest  known  example  of  the  Sheldon-9  die  marriage 
and  one  ot  the  very  finest  1793  Wreath  cents  in  existence,  among 
the  top  three  specimens  extant  of  this  type.  Abe  Kosoff  called  this 
cent  “a  gem  of  the  first  water”  in  1947.  Indeed,  no  bolder  impres- 
sion exists  anywhere;  this  fact  combined  with  the  eye  appeal  and 
provenance  makes  this  a special  cent,  an  essentially  unsurpassable 
ideal  for  the  Wreath  cent  type. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer.  This  figure  includes  all  1793  Wreath  cents  of 
all  varieties.  This  piece  is  considered  finest  known  of  the  variety  in  the  Condi- 
tion Census  data  compiled  by  both  Bland  and  Noyes. 

Die  State:  Breen’s  state  II,  free  of  clash  marks  and  showing  only  a thin, 
spidery  crack  through  CA  of  AMERICA. 

Upon  examination  this  and  other  Wreath  cents  are  fascinating,  revealing 
elegant  design  details  and  touches  not  present  later  in  the  series.  The  head  of 
Miss  Liberty  is  in  exceptionally  high  relief,  almost  medallic,  while  the  fields  are 
basined  or  dished.  On  the  reverse  the  leaves  have  decorative  sprays  of  berries,  a 
feature  omitted  on  later  issues.  It  is  almost  as  though  an  effort  was  made  to 
create  a small  piece  of  art  for  the  masses,  a coin  that  could  be  enjoyed  and  appre- 
ciated. Today  it  is  difficult  to  envision  how  anyone  could  have  spent  a coin  such 
as  this. 

Interestingly,  cents  dated  1793  remained  in  general  circulation  for  a long 
time,  indeed  until  the  1850s,  by  which  time  remaining  examples  were  worn  to 
near  smoothness.  In  the  first  large  work  ever  published  on  coin  collecting  in  the 
United  States,  An  American  Numismatical  Manual,  1859,  by  Montroville  W. 
Dickeson,  the  author  tells  of  recently  finding  such  pieces  in  circulation. 

Many  of  our  readers  will  remember  the  John  W.  Adams  Collection  of 
1794  large  copper  cents,  consigned  to  Bowers  and  Ruddy  in  1982,  and  cata- 
logued by  Q.  David  Bowers  from  extensive  notes  by  the  owner,  and  with  as- 
sistance by  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg.  John  Adams  “collected  collectors"  as  well  as 
coins  and  to  him  the  pedigree  was  an  extension  of  a coin’s  desirability.  Today 
in  2004.  pedigrees  are  often  lost,  as  coins  move  from  one  owner  to  another, 
grade  interpretations  change,  and  so  on.  However,  now  and  again  a piece  comes 


on  the  market  that  does  have  an  extensive  pedigree,  the  present  piece  being 
such.  According  to  the  pedigree,  the  present  piece  was  once  the  property  of 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby,  a distinguished  American  numismatist  who  today  is  hon- 
ored by  the  singular  fact  that  his  1875  book.  Early  Coins  of  America,  has  never 
been  superseded!  Just  about  every  other  numismatic  reference  in  existence 
printed  before  1890  is  now  woefully  obsolete,  or  has  been  vastly  superseded. 
Not  so  with  Crosby’s  work,  which  today  is  nearly  as  valuable  as  it  was  back 
then.  Crosby  was  a coin  dealer  and  watchmaker  by  trade,  in  Boston,  with  roots 
in  Charlestown,  New  Hampshire. 

From  there  the  coin  went  to  Dr.  Thomas  Hall,  who  enjoyed  copper  issues, 
not  only  early  cents  but  also  state  coinage,  of  which  he  acquired  a remarkable 
holding.  The  next  owner  was  Virgil  M.  Brand,  the  famous  numismatist  whose 
life  was  chronicled  in  a book  by  Q.  David  Bowers  in  1983,  Virgil  Brand,  the  Man 
and  his  Era.  Brand,  born  in  Blue  Island,  Illinois,  in  1861,  became  a numismatist 
during  the  1880s,  and  went  on  to  accumulate  the  largest  and  most  valuable  nu- 
mismatic holding  of  his  era,  numbering  some  350,000  coins  by  the  time  of  his 
passing  in  1926. 

Much  could  be  said  about  later  owners  as  well,  some  of  whom  had  abso- 
lutely fascinating  biographies,  including  Oscar  J.  Pearl,  an  account  of  whom 
will  be  related  in  some  future  year — one  involving  an  element  of  international 
intrigue. 

Sy/fwfer  S.  Crosby  to  Dr.  Thomas  Hall;  Hall  to  Virgil  M.  Brand; 
Brand  to  B.G.  Johnson  (St.  Louis  Stamp  & Coin  Co.)  in  1941; Johnson 
to  Oscar  J.  Pearl  in  1942;  Abe  Kosojfs  (Numismatic  Gallery)  fixed 
price  list  of  the  Oscar  J.  Pearl  Collection,  1944,  Lot  1 at  $1,150;  Abe 
Kosoff s (Numismatic  Gallery)  sale  of  the  Charles  Williams  Collection, 
November  1950,  Lot  10;  R.E.  Naftzger,Jr.;  New  Netherlands’  sale  of 
coins  from  the  Naftzger  Collection,  November  1973,  Lot  330;  Fred  Yee; 
dealer  intermediaries  to  Bowers  & Ruddy  Galleries,  August  1975; 
RARCOA's  session  of  Auction  ’82,  August  1982,  Lot  510;  James  A. 
Hayes,  the  future  Congressman  from  Louisiana;  Anthony  Terra  nova; 
Alex  Acevedo;  Anthony  Terranova;  Marvin  Goode;  Heritage’s  1998 
ANA  Sale,  August  1998,  Lot  5852.  Plated  in  S.S.  Crosby’s  1896 
The  United  States  Cents  of  1793,  the  standard  reference  on  the  date 
until  the  publication  q/’Sheldon’s  Early  American  Cents  in  1949. 
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Remarkable  1795  Sheldon-74 

Tied  For  Finest  Known 

H.P.  Smith-Newcomb-Clarke-REN-Koshkarian 


(2x  photo) 

9 1795  S-74.  Rarity-3.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  BN  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1793-1796  Liberty  Cap.  Byjohn  Gardner. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  are  lustrous  rich  golden  brown  faded 
from  even  mint  color,  with  lovely  traces  of  mint  red  still  remain- 
ing around  devices,  legends,  and  peripheries.  Glossy  and  beauti- 
ful, as  appealing  a cent  of  this  date  or  variety  as  we  have  ever  en- 
countered. The  strike  on  both  sides  is  excellent,  again  definitive 
for  the  design,  although  a very  few  high  areas  are  exceptions 
scarcely  even  worth  noticing.  The  border  dentils  are  full,  bold, 
and  individually  defined  on  both  sides.  A few  microscopic  planchet 
chips,  as  struck,  are  present  right  of  the  letter  Y in  LIBERTY,  a 
few  paper-thin  planchet  striations  are  present  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
first  A of  AMERICA,  a single  depression  above  the  right  upright 
of  N in  ONE  identifies  this  coin  for  future  researchers. 

One  might  imagine  that  using  the  numerical  grade  as  a starting 
point,  if  one  spent  several  years  examining  a handful  at  this  level, 
the  equal  of  this  piece  would  not  be  found.  Again,  this  is  an  in- 
credible early  cent. 

This  piece  is  placed  atop  the  Condition  Census  by  both  Bland 
and  Noyes,  tied  with  the  Wurtzbach-Sheldon  coin  that  R.E. 
Naftzger  acquired  with  the  Sheldon  Collection  in  1972.  In  spite 
of  the  conservative  grade  given  to  this  piece  by  NGC,  the  CQR 
census  describes  the  present  coin  as  a choice  MS-65,  a numerical 
assessment  shared  by  Bland  and  Noyes.  Two  other  examples  are 
included  m the  Condition  Census  as  MS-6(),  including  the  ANS 
specimen,  but  the  bottom  end  of  the  CC  includes  coins  in  the  EF 


range.  Many  notable  collections  have  settled  for  a specimen  of  S- 
74  in  far  lesser  grade  than  seen  here. 

Similar  to  the  half  cents  of  this  year,  the  large  copper  cents  of 
1795  are  occasionally  seen  in  a combination  ofhigh  grade  and  pleas- 
ing surface.  However,  with  all  other  aspects  being  superb,  includ- 
ing sharpness  of  strike,  the  opportunities  diminish  dramatically. 
The  present  coin  has  it  ail,  including  an  enviable  provenance  and  a 
prominent  position  atop  the  Condition  Census  of  the  variety. 

Die  State:  Breen’s  state  VI.  with  heavy  cracks  around  the  reverse  legend  and 
clear  die  clashing,  particularly  so  at  the  left  side  of  the  wreath. 

From  S.H.  and  Henry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Harlan  Page  Smith 
Collection,  May  1906,  Lot  1081;  Thomas  Elder;  Howard  R.  Newcomb; 
J.C.  Morganthau  and  Co.  ’s  sale  of  the  Howard  R.  Newcomb  Collection, 
February  1945,  Lot  19;  T.  James  Clarke;  sold  along  with  the  Clarke 
Collection  to  R.E.  "Ted”  Naftzger  in  1954;  New  Netherlands’  sale  of 
pieces  from  the  Naftzger  Collection,  Nonember  1973,  Lot  395  (after  the 
purchase  of  the  Sheldon  collection);  Andrew  Hain  to  Charles  E.  Harrison 
in  October  1974;  Douglas  Bird  to  Haig  Koshkarian  in  February  1992. 
Noyes  photo  25563.  The  original  1973  New  Netherlands  lot  ticket  ac- 
companies this  lot. 


Superb  Mint  State  1803  S-258 

The  Halpern  Coin 


10  1803  S-258.  Rarity-1.  Small  Date,  Large  Fraction.  MS-65 

BN  (NGC) 

Type  and  designer:  1796-1807  Draped  Bust.  By  Robert  Scot. 
Full  mint  frost  and  spectacular  lustre  cascade  across  rich  steel 
and  tan  surfaces,  with  much  faded  mint  color  retained,  especially 
so  on  the  reverse.  Smooth  and  beautifully  preserved,  a superlative 
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cent  m every  regard.  The  Draped  Bust  design  of  Miss  Libert^’  can 
be  defined  by  the  obverse  of  this  coin,  with  the  portrait  facing  right, 
needle  sharp  strike  except  for  just  a few  tiny  strands,  bold  LIB- 
ERTY, bold  tlate,  and  good  dentilation— all  set  against  a lustrous 
light  brown  field  with  some  hints  of  olive.  Indeed,  the  quality  is  so 
high  that  under  magnification  a number  of  circular  lathe  marks 
can  be  seen  at  the  drapery  and  bust,  the  characteristics  of  the  original 
blank  die  when  it  was  turned  and  prepared  for  the  portrait  to  be 
stamped  upon  it.  Such  lathe  lines  are  quite  rare  across  the  entire 
panorama  of  American  coinage,  and  certainly  they  are  worthy  of 
mention  here.  The  clash  marks  are  sharply  defined,  and  the  sur- 
faces are  nearly  immaculate. 

On  the  reverse  the  striking  is  quite  bold,  with  excellent  leaf 
details,  except  for  a few  of  the  very  high  areas.  The  lettering  is 
quite  good,  and  the  dentilation  is  full. 

While  the  Sheldon-258  variety  is  less  elusive  in  Mint  State  than 
others  of  this  date,  this  piece  still  ranks  high  among  survivors  and 
is  surpassed  by  very  few  indeed.  Bill  Noyes  listed  this  piece  third 
in  a survey  of  superb  specimens,  and  C.  Douglas  Smith  called  this 
piece  “a  very  handsome  cent”  in  his  cataloguing  of  the  1988 
Halpern  sale.  We  can  think  of  no  more  appropriate  adjective,  nor 
can  we  conceive  of  a more  handsome  cent  to  represent  this  type  in 
a high  quality  type  set  like  that  so  lovingly  assembled  by  Dr. 
Koshkarian. 

NGC  Census;  6;  3 finer  of  .ill  varieties  of  this  date  (MS-67  RB  finest). 

Die  State:  Breen’s  state  111,  with  significant  clash  marks  (though  we  have 
trouble  discerning  “at  least  seven  sets”  that  made  themselves  clear  to  Breen’s 
eyes)  and  an  arc  crack  from  9:00  through  the  upright  of  1 in  the  date. 

From  Stack ’s  sale  of  the  Herman  Halpern  Large  Cent  Collection,  March 
1988,  Lot  241.  Noyes  photo  24020.  The  original  Halpern  lot  ticket  ac- 
companies this  lot. 


Amazing  Gem  1810  Cent 
The  Winsor-Sloss-TAD  Coin 
Perhaps  Finest  Known  of  the  Variety 


(2x  photo) 

11  1810  S-285.  Rarity-3.  Normal  Date.  MS-65  BN  (NGC). 


Type  and  designer:  1808-1814  Classic  Head.  Byjohn  Reich. 

Beautifully  variegated  and  frosty  surfaces  exhibit  full  cartwheel 
lustre  on  lively  golden  brown  surfaces,  deeper  brown  at  central 
reverse,  with  pleasing  highlights  of  olive  and  mint  color  in  pro- 
tected areas.  An  exceptionally  appealing  specimen  with  pristine 
surfaces  and  a crisp  strike.  No  notable  flaws  are  seen  even  under 
magnified  scrutiny,  with  only  a tiny  speck  under  the  center  of  the 
bust  device  mentioned. 

The  obverse  is  fairly  well  struck  at  the  center,  with  most  hair 
details  visible.  Around  the  border  the  stars  in  front  of  the  face  are 
light  at  the  centers,  with  the  top  two  showing  the  interior  lines, 
and  the  stars  on  the  right  being  quite  sharp.  The  date  is  bold.  The 
dentilation  is  complete,  but  is  stronger  at  the  lower  right  than  at 
the  upper  left,  a function  of  die  alignment,  as  on  the  reverse  the 
dentilation  is  fairly  consistent  all  around. 

On  the  reverse,  the  striking  can  only  be  described  as  manrlons, 
bringing  into  play  all  of  the  details  of  the  leaves,  the  characteristics 
of  the  letters,  and  separation  of  the  individual  dentils.  Of  course, 
cents  of  this  type  are  known  to  be  plagued  by  poor  quality'  planchets — 
acquisition  of  a cent  that  could  be  termed  “nice"  is  a signific.int 
challenge,  especially  for  dates  other  than  the  somewhat  .ivailable  1814. 

Breen  characterized  this  variety-  as  “normally  dark."  though 
this  example  is  a notable  exception.  A fesv  Mint  State  examples 
exist,  yvith  the  bottom  of  the  Condition  Census  including  sjhm- 
mens  in  the  AU  range.  The  present  piece  svas  v ailed  “one  ol  the 
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most  beautiful  Turban  cents  in  existence  . . . absolutely  pristine  and 
wear  free”  when  catalogued  as  part  of  the  Dorothy  Nelson 
(“TAD”)  Collection  by  C.  Douglas  Smith  m 1976.  Its  notable 
provenance  extends  back  to  1895  and  includes  some  of  the  great 
names  in  the  history  of  cent  collecting,  including  Dr.  James  Sloss — 
when  Abe  Kosoff  sold  this  piece  in  1959  as  part  of  the  Sloss  Col- 
lection, it  was  graded  MS-70.  Today  it  is  considered  finest  known 
of  the  variety  in  the  Noyes  census  and  is  tied  for  that  honor  in  the 
Bland  census  with  the  Gene  Reale  coin  which  realized  $17,600 
when  sold  in  1998.  The  present  piece,  by  way  of  comparison,  cost 
Dr.  Koshkarian  $11,500  more  than  a decade  earlier  at  the  1986 
Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr.  sale.  Of  course,  when  considering  coins 
of  this  remarkable  quality,  the  main  consideration  is  the  opportu- 
nity to  buy  it,  not  the  price  paid.  When  Dr.  Koshkarian  purchased 
these  coins,  he  often  outbid  all  competition,  carrying  away  rare 
prizes  that  certain  of  his  competitors  were  never  able  to  locate, 
even  at  higher  prices,  as  the  market  marched  forward.  Today,  this 
cent  retains  its  stature  as  one  of  the  most  impressive  and  desirable 
cents  of  this  variety,  date,  or  type  known. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  (MS-66  BN)  for  the  date. 

Die  State:  Breen’s  state  II  with  thin  die  crack  joining  the  bases  of  the  date 
numerals  and  clash  marks  apparent,  particularly  so  at  central  reverse. 

From  S.FI.  and  Henry  Chapman ’s  sale  of  the  Richard  Winsor  Collec- 
tion, December  1895,  Lot  892;  Virgil  M.  Brand;  Dr.  James  O.  Sloss; 
Sold  by  Sloss  to  Naftzger  as  part  of  the  sale  of  the  Sloss  Collection  intact; 
Abe  Kosoff s sale  of  the  James  Sloss  Collection,  October  1959,  Lot  111; 
Dorothy  Nelson;  Stack’s  sale  of  TAD  Collection,  February  1976,  Lot 
81;  Douglas  McHenry;  Superior’s  sale  of  the  Robinson  S.  Brown,  Jr. 
Collection,  September/October  1986  (consigned  as  property  of  Douglas 
McHenry),  Lot  421.  The  original  TAD  and  RSB  auction  tickets  accom- 
pany this  lot. 


Superb  Red  and  Brown  1820  N-15 

Newcomb-Starr-Nicholas-Koshkarian 


12  1820  Newcomb-15.  Rarity-2+.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB 

(NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1816-1837  Matron  Head.  By  Robert  Scot. 

Rich,  smooth,  lustrous  surfaces  greet  the  eye  on  obverse  and 
reverse,  presenting  medium  brown  with  many  areas  of  fiery  origi- 
nal mint  color,  the  mint  color  dominating  as  the  full  cartwheel 
lustre  rolls  around  both  sides.  Only  a few  tiny  obverse  flecks  are 
seen  here  and  there,  with  the  reverse  showing  some  small  toning 
spots  atop  the  wreath,  as  is  characteristic  of  most  examples  trom 
the  famous  Randall  Hoard,  to  which  this  piece  no  doubt  traces 
its  ancestry. 

On  the  obverse  the  striking  on  the  hair  is  very  well  defined. 
Below  Miss  Liberty’s  ear  is  an  area  of  prooflike  orange-red,  a little 
section  of  the  coin  that  is  probably  about  as  bright  today  as  it  was 
when  this  piece  was  minted  over  180  years  ago.  The  stars  around 
the  border  vary  in  sharpness.  Most  but  not  all  dentils  are  present. 


On  the  reverse  the  details  of  the  wreath  and  lettering  are  very 
good.  The  dentils  are  all  present  in  one  degree  or  another,  some 
being  sharper  than  others. 

The  1820  N-15  is  far  rarer — perhaps  hundreds  of  times  rarer — 
in  choice  Mint  State  than  the  1820  N-13,  despite  the  fact  that 
most  or  all  surviving  specimens  ofboth  varieties  in  high  grade  trace 
their  lineage  to  the  famed  Randall  Hoard.  The  1820  N-15  is  espe- 
cially challenging  with  such  abundant  mint  color  and  superb  eye 
appeal,  as  it  tends  to  show  dark  coloration  or  very  splotchy  color 
when  encountered  in  high  grade.  Today,  most  Randall  Hoard  cents 
of  all  varieties  have  been  cleaned,  or  are  quite  spotted.  We  give  our 
view  that  among  surviving  examples  of  this  date,  the  present  coin 
is  in  the  top  10%  with  regard  to  quality.  Among  specimens  of  this 
variety,  it  is  likely  that  this  piece  is  one  of  the  very  nicest,  a fact 
that  when  considered  with  the  superb  provenance  of  this  cent 
makes  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  specimens  of  this  variety  extant. 

Die  State:  Middle-late  die  state,  die  rust  sharp  at  central  obverse,  dentils 
weakening  but  nearly  intact  with  a portion  of  the  inner  circle  still  visible,  cor- 
ners of  Ns  in  ONE  and  CENT  beginning  to  crumble. 

The  Randall  Hoard,  which  contained  thousands  of  large  copper  cents  mostly 
dated  from  1817  through  1820,  was  rumored  to  have  been  found  beneath  a rail- 
road platform  m Georgia  some  time  after  the  Civil  War  but  before  1869.  Sup- 
posedly hidden  in  a small  keg  (or  multiple  kegs),  the  hoard  was  named  for  John 
Swan  Randall  of  Norwich,  New  York,  who  purchased  the  coins  after  they  had 
changed  hands  several  times  since  their  discovery.  After  Randall’s  death  in  1878, 
the  coins  that  remained  were  offered  at  auction  by  Edward  D.  Cogan. 

The  most  readily  available  date  from  the  Randall  Hoard  is  the  1818 
Newcomb- 10,  followed  by  the  1820  Newcomb- 13.  Over  the  years,  even  as  late 
as  the  1870s,  it  was  not  unheard  of  to  find  groups  of  Randall  Hoard  cents  of- 
fered by  coin  dealers.  However,  as  the  20th  century  came  to  a close,  examples 
were  usually  found  as  individual  pieces. 

From  J.C.  Morgenthau  & Co.’s  sale  of  the  Howard  R.  Newcomb 
Collection,  May  1945,  Dn  541;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Floyd  Starr  Collec- 
tion, June  1984,  Lot  140;  George  Brazel;  Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  the 
John  Nicholas  Collection  of  Large  Cents,  February  1999,  Lot  521;  An- 
thony Terranom  to  Haig  Koshkarian.  The  original  1984  Floyd  Starr  lot 
ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 


Superb  Gem  1838  Cent 


13  1838  N-1.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  RB  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1837-1839  Matron  Head  Modified.  By 
Christian  Gobrecht. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  are  richly  lustrous  and  frosty,  and  are 
mostly  original  mint  orange-red,  fading  slightly  to  brown,  but  \Gth 
mint  color  predominating.  The  strike  on  the  obverse  is  definitive, 
from  the  hair  strands  to  the  star  points  to  the  ear  of  Miss  Liberty  to 
the  date,  to  the  dentils.  On  the  reverse  the  strike  is  similarly  de- 
finitive. Only  the  most  minor  tlyspecks  arc  present,  none  attract- 
ing the  eye  in  a serious  fashion,  and  under  careful  examination 
there  is  a tiny  hairline  scratch  paralleling  the  outline  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  nose,  and  almost  hidden,  so  as  to  deR  detection.  Prob- 
ably not  one  person  in  10  would  notice  it,  and  we  suspect  it  evaded 
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the  nonce  of  C.  Douglas  Smith  when  he  described  this  cent  as 
"very  high  in  the  Condition  Census”  at  the  time  of  the  Halpern 
sale,  where  it  was  graded  MS-67. 

Among  large  copper  cents  ot  the  design  used  from  the  mid 
1830s  through  1839,  high-grade  pieces  are  seen  fairly  often.  How- 
ever, not  many  can  equal  this  piece  in  terms  of  color,  strike,  and 
overall  visual  appeal.  A truly  lovely  large  cent  of  this  design  type. 

NCiC  Census:  7;  1 finer  (MS-67  RB).  Two  specimens  have  been  certified 
as  MS-66  Rl). 

Christian  Gobrecht  entered  the  full-time  employ  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
in  1835.  Soon  afterward  he  embarked  on  changes  that  would  be  far  reaching  in 
American  numismatics,  including  the  creation  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  on 
silver  coins  and,  beginning  with  the  1838  $10  gold  eagle,  the  Liberty  Head  or 
Coronet  Head  motif  on  gold  coins.  Two  denominations  seemed  to  be  test  beds 
for  various  ideas,  one  being  gold  quarter  eagles,  which  underwent  a number  of 
changes  in  the  Classic  Head  series  (a  specialty  that  has  been  studied  extensively 
by  Dr,  John  McCloskey  in  recent  years),  and  large  copper  cents.  Among  the 
cents,  portrait  changes  and  evolutions  are  several  from  1835  through  1839  in- 
clusive, culminating  in  the  Braided  Hair  motif  of  1839.  No  doubt  the  numis- 
matic works  of  Christian  Gobrecht,  dating  back  to  paper  money  in  the  second 
decade  of  the  19th  century  and  medals  in  the  third  decade,  plus  service  at  the 
Mint  1835-1844,  would  furnish  an  ideal  subject  for  a book  length  study. 

From  Stack ’s  sale  of  the  Flerman  Halpern  Large  Cent  Collection,  March 
1988,  Lot  516.  The  original  Halpern  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 


Gorgeous  1842  N-6  Cent 


14  1842  N-6.  Rarity- 1.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1839-1857  Braided  Hair.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

To  see  this  coin  is  to  fall  in  love  with  it,  so  beautiful  are  its 
aspects.  The  fields  are  richly  and  warmly  lustrous,  predominantly 
original  mint  orange-red,  with  a few  splashes  of  brown,  natural 
fading,  and  some  seemingly  inevitable  flecks.  The  hair  strands  are 
just  as  Christian  Gobrecht  intended  them  to  be  when  he  designed 
the  motif,  the  stars  all  have  their  radial  lines  from  the  center,  and 
the  date  is  bold.  The  dentils  are  all  present,  some  being  sharper 
than  others. 

The  reverse,  slightly  misaligned  from  the  normal  orientation, 
IS  sharply  struck  and  illustrates  the  motif  perfectly.  The  dentils  are 
somewhat  similar  to  the  obverse,  all  present,  but  some  sharper  than 


others.  A minor  abrasion  is  noted  on  the  upright  of  E in  CENT.  A 
key  word  for  the  copper  cents  in  the  Koshkarian  Collection  is  origi- 
nal color.  Today,  many  high-grade  pieces  have  been  artificially 
colored,  retoned,  or  whatever.  Not  everyone  can  tell  the  differ- 
ence, and  more  than  just  a few  recolored  pieces  have  entered  cer- 
tification holders.  Accordingly,  some  degree  of  connoisseurship  is 
needed  to  separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff  With  this  coin,  and 
also  with  the  others  in  the  Koshkarian  Collection,  you  can  intro- 
duce your  own  connoisseurship,  but  with  the  assurance  that  you 
are  building  on  a very  firm  foundation,  as  this  collection  was  gath- 
ered with  as  much  care  as  just  about  any  other  with  which  we  have 
ever  been  familiar. 

Although  the  Braided  Hair  large  copper  cent  of  1839-1857  is 
considered  by  some  to  be  a single  type,  it  is  w'ell  known  that  those 
produced  from  1839  through  1842  (and  some  of  1843)  have  the 
head  of  Miss  Liberty  differently  positioned,  pitched  forward  in 
relation  to  the  date,  as  here  offered. 

Die  State:  Grellman’s  state  d,  with  tiny  lump  hugging  the  side  of  the  wreath 
across  from  the  base  of  E in  ONE. 

From  Paramount  on  a visit  there,  March  1967. 


Magnificent  Full  Red  1853  Cent 


15  1853  N-l.  Rarity-2+.  MS-66  RD  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1839-1857  Braided  Hair.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

If  you  want  one  of  the  finest  gem  large  copper  cents  in  exist- 
ence, of  any  date,  combining  fiery  original  mint  orange-red  color, 
sharp  strike,  and  everything  else  nice,  consider  this  piece.  In  our 
time  we  have  handled  many  Mint  State  copper  cents  of  1850-1856, 
the  range  of  years  that  occurs  through  the  presence  of  old-time 
hoards,  but  never  have  we  seen  one  finer  than  this.  This  coin  was 
graded  MS-70  in  the  Halpern  sale  of  1988,  where  it  was  further 
described  as  having  “gorgeous  surfaces  [and)  blazing  cartwheel 
lustre.  A magnificent  coin!” 

NGC  Census:  12;  1 finer  (MS-67  BN). 

From  Stack 's  sale  of  the  Herman  Halpern  Large  Cent  Collection,  March 
1988,  Lot  701.  The  original  Halpern  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 
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Attractive  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Small  Letters 


Type  and  designer:  1856-1858  Flying  Eagle.  By  James  B. 
Longacre. 

Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck.  Bright,  rich  golden  yel- 
low surfaces,  with  a few  minor  flecks  here  and  there.  Incredible 
detail  including  on  the  breast  feathers  of  the  eagle  and  the  tips  of 
the  wings.  The  letters  are  similarly  sharp,  as  is  the  date.  A tiny 
planchet  depression,  commonly  seen  on  this  type,  is  present  left  of 
O in  ONE  on  the  reverse.  The  “agricultural  wreath”  yields  enough 
detail  that  all  features  are  available,  including  cotton,  corn,  tobacco, 
and  wheat.  A very  nice  example,  notable  for  its  overall  eye  appeal 
and  sharpness.  Ever  popular  and  in  demand. 

From  Abe  Kosojf,  Inc.  ’s  1968  ANA  sale,  August  1968,  Lot  675. 
The  original  Kosoff  auction  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 


Sharply  Struck  1859  Indian  Cent 


17  1859  Indian  cent.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  Designer:  1859  Indian,  Laurel  Wreath.  By  James 
B.  Longacre. 

A nice  example  for  the  indicated  date,  grade,  and  other  charac- 
teristics, as  described  below.  Brilliant  yellow-gold  surfaces  with  a 
few  nuances  ofbrown.  Sharply  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse,  and 
definitive  for  the  date  and  type.  A very  pleasing  coin  that  will  an- 
swer the  call  for  a special  quality  specimen. 

Purchased  from  B&B  Coins  (Dorothy  and  George  Benge),  Topeka, 
Kansas,  September  1967. 


Low-Mintage  1861  Cent 


18  1861  Indian  cent.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1860-1864  Indian,  Oak  Wreath,  Copper- 
nickel.  By  James  B.  Longacre. 

Sharply  struck  and  lustrous.  Light  yellow  golden  surfaces.  A 
few  flecks  here  and  there,  the  most  notable  being  below  the  E 
(STATES).  Far  above  average  in  striking  quality,  with  regard  to 


cents  of  the  copper-nickel  type  with  Oak  Wreath  reverse.  Among 
these,  the  1861  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  circulation  strikes,  lend- 
ing another  element  of  appeal. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  February  1981. 


Full  Red  1901  Cent 


19  1901  Indian  cent.  MS-64  RD  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1864-1909,  Bronze.  Byjames  B.  Longacre. 

Fully  lustrous  with  bold  orange-red  mint  color  and  only  a few 
minor  flecks.  A very  nice  original  example — never  cleaned,  never 
dipped,  never  fussed  with — of  this  rather  plentiful  date,  the  first 
year  of  the  20th  century. 

Purchased  from  Paramount,  May  1966. 

Choice  1909  V.D.B.  Cent 


20  1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent.  MS-64  RD  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln.  By  Victor  D.  Brenner. 

An  attractive  little  coin  with  a big  story — would  that  we  had 
space  here  to  devote  a few  pages  to  the  advent  of  the  V.D.B.  ini- 
tials on  the  Lincoln  cent  in  August  1909  and  the  great  and  illogical 
controversy  these  three  letters  caused.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  warm 
orange-red.  A few  flecks  here  and  there.  Not  the  finest  known  by 
any  means,  and  not  expensive  either — an  opportunity  to  acquire  a 
coin  with  the  Haig  Koshkarian  pedigree  without  having  to  take 
out  a mortgage  on  the  farm. 

Purchased  from  Paramount,  May  1966. 


Blazing  Red  Gem  1935  Cent 


21  1935  Lincoln  cent.  MS-65  RD  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1909-1958  Lincoln,  Wreath  Reverse.  By 
Victor  D.  Brenner. 

This  type  of  coin  would  not  merit  a second  glance  by  numis- 
matists years  ago,  but  today  there  is  a demand  for  high-grade  is- 
sues of  recent  generations,  and  no  doubt  this  piece  will  attract  many 
bids.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  exceptionally  bold  red  color.  A 
few  minor  fiecks  here  and  there.  Virtually  as  struck. 

Purchased  from  Clairemont  Coins,  San  Diego,  California,  Januar)’ 
1988. 
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Historic  Gem  1943-S  Cent 


1943-S  Lincoln  cent.  Steel.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1943  Lincoln,  Steel.  By  Victor  D.  Brenner. 

A very  nice  example  of  the  scarcest,  or  perhaps  least  common 
would  be  a more  appropriate  term,  of  the  1943  zinc-coated  steel 
cents.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A few  tiny  flecks  here  and  there. 

.4  iji/t  to  the  consigtiorfrom  Bowers  and  Ruddy,  February  1972,  tucked 
in  with  an  order Jor  other  coins.  At  the  time,  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 
was  located  on  Flollywood  Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  with  Q.  David  Bowers 
as  chairman  and  James  F.  Ruddy  as  president. 


Bold  Red  Gem  1965  Cent 


23  1965  MS-66  RD  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1959-1982  Memorial  Reverse,  Bronze.  By 
Victor  D.  Brenner  (obverse);  Frank  Gasparro  (reverse). 

Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

We  never  thought  we  would  be  devoting  a single  lot  in  an  auction  catalogue 
to  a relatively  plentiful  1965-dated  Lincoln  cent,  but  here  it  is,  and  we  are  doing 
it.  Such  coins  are  as  common  as  can  be,  and  when  bidding  it  is  desirable  to  pay  a 
bit  for  the  Haig  Koshkarian  pedigree,  but  don't  get  carried  away — as  enough 
pieces  can  be  found  elsewhere.  We  want  the  winner  of  this  lot  to  be  just  as 
content  with  this  coin  in  the  year  2014.  as  today,  even  though  many  more  may 
be  certified  in  the  meantime. 


SILVER  THFLEE-CENT  PIECES 


Incredible  1851  Trime 


25  1851  silver  three-cent  piece.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1851-1853  No  Outline  to  Star.  By  James 
B.  Longacre. 

Sharply  struck,  remarkably  so,  displaying  definitive  detail  in 
all  areas,  including  the  central  shield  on  the  obverse  (to  be  picky,  a 
few  of  the  horizontal  lines  are  slightly  light,  but  all  there),  bold 
letters,  and  the  delicate,  indeed  subtle  raised  rim  around  the  star — 
the  latter  being  a feature  scarcely  noted.  For  the  reverse  the  same 
can  be  said — excellent  detail  in  the  C-shaped  ornament  and  the 
stars.  The  piece  is  brilliant  with  a whisper  of  iridescent  toning, 
absolutely  gorgeous.  If  there  is  a finer  1851  silver  three-cent  piece 
in  existence,  the  present  observer  has  not  seen  it,  though  six  speci- 
mens have  apparently  received  the  grade  of  MS-67  from  NGC 
with  none  finer.  Although  1851  is  not  a rare  date  by  any  means, 
and  while  pieces  abound  in  lower  grades,  in  this  ultrahigh  quality 
it  can  be  designated  as  a rarity.  Moreover,  it  is  further  important  as 
the  first  year  of  the  design. 

OfLicial  Treasury  correspondence  referred  to  the  silver  three-cent  piece  as 
a trime,  a logical  enough  nickname.  However,  the  numismatic  community  ig- 
nored the  nomenclature,  and  it  was  not  until  New  Netherlands  Coin  Com- 
pany, Don  Taxay,  and  a few  others  revived  the  term  in  the  1960s.  We  like  it,  and 
have  used  it  with  frequency.  Now  we  need  some  nicknames  for  the  two-cent 
piece,  nickel  three-cent  piece,  and  $3  gold,  among  others. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  September  1994. 


TWO-CENT  PIECES 


“Must  Have!”  1854  Trime 


Exceptional  1864  Two-Cent  Piece 

Large  Motto 


24  1864  two-cent  piece.  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RD  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1864-1873  Bronze.  Byjames  B.  Longacre. 

Brilliant  original  mint  orange-red,  still  maintaining  much  of 
Its  original  flash.  A few  flecks  are  seen  here  and  there,  most  nota- 
bly in  the  third  vertical  interior  space  in  the  shield.  Completely 
original  coins  that  have  never  been  cleaned,  dipped,  or  improved  in 
any  way  are  distinctly  difficult  to  find,  and  this  is  one  of  them.  A 
very  nice  specimen,  not  absolutely  perfect,  but  how  many  are? 
I ertainly  this  piece  is  head  and  shoulders  above  that  usually  en- 
ountered  A very  nice  coin  for  type  set  purposes. 

Ptirrhatrd  from  Summit  Rare  Coin.t,  August  1995. 


26  1854  silver  three-cent  piece.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1854-1858  Three  Outlines  to  Star.  Byjames 
B.  Longacre 

The  careful  reader  of  population  reports  will  probably  wish  to 
avert  his  or  her  eyes  from  the  further  description  ot  this  lot.  tor  in 
terms  of  population  reports  this  piece  is  scarcely  worthy  ot  no- 
tice— equal  or  higher  numbers  can  be  found.  Accordingly,  inirstors, 
who  concentrate  mainly  on  numbers,  probably  will  not  want  to 
consider  this  com  at  all!  Fine,  as  this  leaves  it  .ivailablc  tor  serious 
connoisseurs  following  in  the  footsteps  of  1 Lug  Koshkarian.  We 
would  not  be  surprised  if.  despite  it  not  being  the  highest  numl'cr 
certified,  it  attracts  quite  a bit  of  bidding  atteiitu'ii. 
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A sharply  struck  specimen  on  obverse  and  reverse.  That  said, 
all  else  might  be  unimportant  (but  many  important  things  await). 
Among  silver  three-cent  pieces  of  1854,  the  first  year  of  the  Type 
11  design,  not  one  in  20  or  30  is  as  sharp  as  this.  Most  are  flatly  or 
indistinctly  struck  in  several  areas,  including  the  outlines  of  the 
star  on  the  obverse,  the  lettering  around  the  border,  and  on  the 
reverse  the  stars.  Not  so  with  this  piece.  The  triple  framed  border 
is  intact,  every  line  and  every  part  of  every  line.  The  central  shield 
is  similarly  full,  with  every  vertical  and  horizontal  line  visible.  The 
letters  are  sharp.  On  the  reverse  the  stars  arc  sharp  as  are  other 
features.  The  dies  lightly  clashed  at  some  point  in  their  history, 
and  careful  observation  will  show  some  scattered  clash  marks,  most 
evident  at  the  upper  left  of  the  obverse. 

The  surface  is  brilliant  and  lustrous,  no  doubt  about  as  nice  as 
when  it  was  struck,  with  only  a hint  of  golden  undertones.  This 
coin  is  simply  extraordinary. 

Die  State:  Die  clashing  plain  on  both  sides,  thin  die  crack  from  rim  past  left 
side  of  M in  AMERICA. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  September  1994. 


Superlative  Toned  1862  30  Silver 
MS-67  (NGC) 


(2x  photo) 

27  1862  silver  three-cent  piece.  MS-67  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer;  1859-1873  Two  Outlines  to  Star.  Byjames 
B.  Longacre 

This  piece,  indeed,  is  a superb  gem.  However,  the  student  of 
the  silver  three-cent  series  will  realize  that  superb  gems,  combin- 
ing high  grading  numbers  with  quality,  can  be  found  with  some 
frequency  among  the  1859-1873  Type  III  design,  in  sharp  con- 
trast to  the  Type  II,  where  such  things  are  about  as  scarce  as  white 
blackbirds  (a  popular  term  for  numismatic  contrast  used  decades 
ago).  Notwithstanding  this,  the  present  1862  trime  is  lovely.  This 
is  the  last  year  that  silver  three-cent  pieces  are  available  in  any  grade 
ofMint  State,  after  this  point,  serious  collectors  are  apt  to  concen- 
trate on  Proofs. 

A lovely  specimen,  sharply  struck  on  the  obverse  and  reverse, 
with  all  details  defined,  although  with  some  trivial  lightness  in  the 
horizontal  stripes  in  the  shield  (but  the  stripes  are  all  present).  Bold 
star  outlines,  bold  letters,  and  sharp  stars  complete  the  scenario. 
Some  light  evidence  of  die  clash  is  seen  in  the  fields. 

The  fields,  obverse  and  reverse,  are  highly  lustrous  and  possess 
absolutely  gorgeous  rainbow  toning,  halo-like,  from  the  rims  to 
the  interior,  changing  by  degrees  from  gold  to  electric  blue,  to 
magenta,  to  gold,  to  hints  of  blue.  One  can  imagine  that  the  con- 
signor looked  for  a long  time  to  find  this  particular  coin,  combin- 
ing as  it  does  high  grade  and  superb  eye  appeal. 

NGC  Census:  12;  none  finer.  Nine  additional  specimens  of  the  1862/1  va- 
riety have  been  graded  MS-67  by  NGC,  but  none  has  ever  received  a higher 
grade. 

Die  State:  Evidence  of  die  clashing  on  both  sides. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  March  1994. 


NICKEL  THREF.-CF.NT  PIECE 


Lustrous  1879  Nickel  30 


28  1879  nickel  three-cent  piece.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1865-1889  Byjames  B.  Longacre. 

One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  when  all  aspects  are  consid- 
ered, handily  outclassing  many  that  may  have  higher  numbers,  but 
hit  the  ground  when  it  comes  to  overall  quality  and  eye  appeal.  No 
such  worries  here!  Sharply  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse,  with  all 
design  details  bold,  including  the  hair  strands  of  Miss  Liberty,  the 
lettering,  the  leaves  in  the  wreath,  and  the  tiny  vertical  stripes  in 
the  denomination.  The  surfaces  are  satiny  lustrous,  with  a whisper 
of  gold  and  blue  toning.  Not  rare  as  a date  or  even  in  high  grade, 
but  in  the  extremely  high  grade  offered  here,  plus  with  eye  appeal, 
this  is  another  exceptional  piece. 

Purchased  from  Jack  Beymer,  June  1994.  Jack  Beymer,  well  known 
California  dealer,  has  been  a numismatic  friend  for  many  years.  Jack  is  a 
very  careful  student  of  coins,  and  over  a period  of  time  he  has  aided  in  the 
identification  and  suppression  of  forgeries,  among  other  things  beneficial  to 
the  numismatic  hobby. 


NICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 


Acceptable  1867  With  Rays  Nickel 


29  1867  nickel  five-cent  piece.  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1866-1867  Shield,  Rays  on  Reverse.  By 
James  B.  Longacre. 

Medium  champagne-gray  surfaces  with  good  lustre.  Fairly  well 
struck  on  the  obverse,  but  with  some  lightness  in  shield  details, 
not  that  most  people  would  notice.  On  the  reverse  there  are  some 
light  stars  on  the  left  side.  This  piece  is  acceptable,  about  par  for 
the  course  for  what  you  would  expect  for  the  issue.  Perhaps  Dr. 
Koshkarian  had  an  eagle  eye  out  for  a superb  gem  1867  With  Rays 
but  never  found  one.  This  represents  the  second  of  two  years  ot 
the  With  Rays  design,  by  far  the  scarcer  of  the  two,  with  examples 
in  any  grade  being  several  dozen  times  rarer  than  the  1866,  and  as 
such  it  will  find  a home  in  a fine  specialized  collection. 

Purchased  from  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Hollyuvod,  Cahjbrtiia, 
February  1972. 
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Lustrous  1883  Shield  Nickel 


1883  Shield  nickel  five-cent  piece.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1867-1883  Shield,  Without  Rays.  Byjames 
B.  Longacre. 

Sharply  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse — shield  details,  stars, 
leaves,  everything — and  exceptional  as  such.  Brilliant  and  boldly 
lustrous.  The  last  year  of  the  Shield  design.  Except  for  those  who 
collect  numbers  and  not  the  coins  themselves,  this  1883  Shield 
nickel,  exceptional  in  its  quality,  will  nicely  fill  the  need  for  its  de- 
sign type. 

PuTchasedjrom  Lindberg’s  Coin  Shop,  Davenport,  Iowa,  March  1967. 


Gem  1901  Liberty  Head  Nickel 


32  1901  nickel  five-cent  piece.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1883-1913  Liberty,  CENTS.  By  Charles 
E.  Barber. 

Far  above  average  strike  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Some  very 
light  weakness  at  the  left  of  the  ribbon  knot,  but  not  one  observer 
in  10  would  notice  or  care.  Satiny  fields  with  light  golden  and 
iridescent  toning  and  especially  lively  lustre.  A lovely  e.xample  of 
the  first  year  (to  be  technical)  of  the  21st  century,  an  era  when  a 
nickel  could  buy  a glass  of  beer,  a cigar,  or  two  minutes  worth  of 
melody  on  a coin-operated  Regina  music  box. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kehnan,  January  1981. 


Lustrous  1883  Liberty  Head  Nickel 
No  CENTS 


1883  Liberty  Head  nickel  five-cent  piece.  No  CENTS.  MS- 
64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1883  Liberty,  No  CENTS.  By  Charles  E. 
Barber. 

An  attractive  example  of  this  popular  issue.  A bit  above  average 
in  strike,  but  with  some  lightness  at  stars  1,  2,  12,  and  13.  Bold 
wreath  details,  sharp  lettering,  lull  hair  strands,  and  excellent  ev- 
erything else.  Satiny,  briUiant  surfaces.  A light  die  crack  connects 
many  of  the  obverse  stars.  This  is  one  of  the  ultimate  “story  coins” 
in  American  numismatics,  and  in  his  popular  book  of  a couple  of 
years  ago.  More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins,  Dave  Bowers  included 
a whole  chapter  about  this  variety — complete  with  operatives  of 
the  Secret  Service  poking  around  here  and  there  trying  to  track 
down  miscreants  who  were  gold  plating  these  pieces  and  passing 
them  oil  as  half  eagles.  A good  “read,”  as  they  say.  The  delightful 
thing  about  the  1883  Liberty  Head  nickel  without  CENTS,  is  that 
it  IS  the  most  common  19th-century  small  denomination  coin  in 
Mint  State,  and  just  about  everyone  can  afford  one — in  sharp  con- 
trast to  other  great  “story  coins”  such  as  the  1802  half  dime,  the 
1879  S4  gold  Stella,  and  even  the  MCMVIl  (1907)  High  Relief 
S20,  which  require  an  ante  of  at  least  a few  thousand  dollars,  often 
more,  to  participate  in  the  buying  game. 

Purchased  from  Paramount, June  1 966.  Paramount  International  Coin 
Corporation  iivjs  the  first  significant  rare  coin  company  to  have  a publicly 
traded  stock,  with  shares  coming  out  at  S 1,000  each.  The  firm  partnered 
veteran  coin  dealer  James  F.  Kelly,  who  wrote  the  "Trends"  column  for 
Coin  ITorld  with  .Max  Humbert,  together  with  a number  of  other  numis- 
matic notables  and  at  one  time  had  over  200  employees,  housed  in  an  im- 
pri  :uiT  building  in  Engleuvod,  Ohio. 


Pleasing  1913  Type  I Buffalo  50 


33  1913  nickel  five-cent  piece.  Type  I.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1913  Buffalo  Type  1.  Byjames  E.  Fraser. 

Sharply  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse,  definitive  for  the  new 
Type  1 design.  Would  that  the  mint’s  care  in  producing  sharply 
struck  coins  had  been  continued  later,  but  it  wasn’t.  Brilliant,  sat- 
iny surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning,  a virtual  challenge  to  per- 
fection. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kehnan,  July  1981. 


Low-Mintage  1931-S  Nickel 


Type  and  designer:  1913-1938  Buffalo  Type  II.  Byjames  E. 
Fraser. 

Somewhat  above  average  strike,  but  with  some  lightness  at  the 
center,  as  nearly  always  seen  for  1931-S — par  for  the  course.  Bril- 
liant, lustrous,  and  with  delightful  golden  toning  on  somewhat 
reflective  fields,  the  toning  being  especially  rich  on  the  reverse. 
Of  special  note  due  to  its  low  mintage  figure  of 5,635,(K)0.  A kwely 
example  of  this  ever-popular  date.  Of  many  thousands  ot  1931-S 
nickels  in  numismatic  hands,  there  is  only  one  with  the  Haig 
Koshkarian  pedigree. 

Purchased  from  B&B  Coins,  TofH'ka,  Kansas,  Septemlrr  /96.s. 
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Superb  Gem  1945-S  Nickel 


35  1945-S  nickel  five-cent  piece.  MS-67  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1942-1945  Wartimejefferson.  By  Felix  O. 
Schlag. 

Aha!  A nice  opportunity  to  acquire  a beautiful  coin  from  the 
Koshkarian  Collection,  lovely  to  behold,  but  probably  not  accom- 
panied by  a high  price.  Sharply  struck,  brilliant  and  lustrous,  with 
delightful  toning  around  the  obverse  borders  showing  rich  golden 
tones  and  traces  of  other  rainbow  colors.  A handsome  example  of 
the  silver-content  alloy  used  for  part  of  1942  and  then  continu- 
ously through  and  including  1945.  None  have  received  a higher 
grade  from  NGC. 

Purchased  from  Mitchell’s  Coin  Shop,  La  Jolla,  California,  May  1972. 

Choice  1950-D  Nickel 


36  1950-D  nickel  five-cent  piece.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1938  to  Datejefferson.  By  Felix  O.  Schlag. 

Well  struck  with  satiny  lustre  on  appealing  gray  surfaces  which 
show  just  a hint  of  champagne  toning.  The  195()-D  nickel,  one  of 
the  most  famous  coins  in  American  numismatics,  usuaOy  comes 
with  indifferent  striking  and  a generous  quota  of  marks.  This  coin 
must  have  been  hand  picked  long  ago.  Not  especially  rare,  but  cer- 
tainly desirable.  Only  one  piece  has  been  graded  finer  by  NGC. 

The  coin  market  moves  in  cycles,  and  in  recent  times  in  his  "Joys  of  Col- 
lecting” column  in  Coin  World,  Dave  Bowers  has  been  delineating  the  ups  and 
downs  of  certain  aspects  of  the  market,  extending  well  back  into  the  19th  cen- 
tury. To  the  extent  that  we  can  all  learn  from  the  lessons  of  history,  knowing 
about  cycles  provides  valuable  insights  for  the  future.  However,  up  markets, 
down  markets,  and  in  between  markets,  cycles  in  rare  coins  tend  to  progress 
upward  in  the  long  term,  much  as  a saw  blade  on  edge,  facing  upward,  with  one 
end  high.  Often,  the  peak  of  a later  cycle  will  be  significantly  higher  than  the 
peak  of  an  earlier  one.  There  are  exceptions,  and  perhaps  the  only  exception  to 
this  rule  among  Mint  State  coins  at  the  peak  of  the  1964  coin  cycle,  is  the  1950- 
D nickel.  We  believe  it  correct  to  say  that  all  other  coins  in  Mint  State,  from  half 
cents  to  double  eagles,  are  worth  more  now  in  2004  than  they  were  40  years 
ago.  The  1950-D  nickel,  however  is  not.  Back  in  1964  it  peaked  atjust  over  $30 
per  coin,  or  more  than  double  the  price  today.  The  fact  that  everything  else 
recovered  and  went  onward  is  truly  remarkable.  We  wonder  if  any  other  wide 
market  combining  collecting  for  pleasure  and  store  of  value  for  posterity  has 
similar  characteristics? 

Purchased  from  Rare  Coins,  Inc.,  Youngstown,  Ohio,  April  1965. 


HALF  DIMES 


Memorable  Quality  1795  Half  Dime 

Flowing  Hair,  V-4,  Mint  State 


37  1795  half  dime.  Logan  McCloskey-10,  Valentine-4.  Rarity- 

3.  MS-62  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1794-1795  Flowing  Hair.  By  Robert  Scot. 

An  attractive,  well  struck  specimen,  above  average  in  detail. 
The  obverse  is  definitive  for  the  design,  and  has  each  star  element 
bold,  the  date  numerals  bold,  the  letters  in  LIBERTY  similarly 
strong,  and  every  hair  strand  sharp  save  for  a tiny  area  behind  Miss 
Liberty’s  ear.  On  the  reverse  the  striking  is  above  average,  but  with 
some  lightness  in  the  highest  part  of  the  eagle  at  the  center,  this 
being  typical  as  the  metal  could  not  easily  flow  into  the  deepest 
recesses  of  the  die  on  obverse  and  reverse,  located  opposite  each 
other  in  the  press.  On  both  sides  the  dentilation  is  good,  save  for  a 
small  area  at  the  8:00  position  on  the  reverse. 

The  overall  aspect  of  this  coin  is  breathtaking — richly  toned 
surfaces  of  blue  and  gold.  For  the  connoisseur  this  represents  a 
tme find,  a comment  that  can  be  properly  extended  to  nearly  all  of 
the  other  early  type  coins  in  the  Koshkarian  cabinet. 

The  silver  half  dime  made  its  first  appearance  in  1795,  the  ini- 
tial examples  being  struck  from  1794-dated  dies,  but  not  used  at 
that  time.  In  1794  and  1795  examples  of  the  Flowing  Hair  motif 
were  made,  parallel  in  appearance  to  the  half  dollar  and  silver  dol- 
lar. No  attention  was  paid  to  creating  pieces  for  numismatic  cabi- 
nets and,  as  such,  striking  was  casual  at  best,  today  yielding  pieces 
that  can  be  attractive,  but  often  lack  sharpness  of  detail.  This  coin 
is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  and  is  of  significantly  higher 
quality  than  usually  encountered.  In  addition,  the  assignment  of  a 
Mint  State  grade  contributes  to  the  appeal. 

Die  State:  Late  die  state  with  obverse  cud  over  TY  and  star  9. 

Purchased  from  Le^etid  Numismatics,  October  1993. 
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Exceptional  1796  Half  Dime 
The  Wilson-Eliasberg  Coin 


(3x  photo) 

38  1796  half  dime.  LM-1,  V-1.  Rarity-3.  LIKERTY.  MS-62 

(NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1796-1797  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle.  By 
Robert  Scot. 

At  any  given  time  there  is  apt  to  be  a handful  of  1 796  half  dimes 
on  the  market,  including  some  that  might  be  in  Mint  State.  How- 
ever, the  search  can  be  long  and  arduous  for  a piece  of  superb  qual- 
ity, as  here.  Read  our  general  description  below  and,  if  motivated, 
submit  a strong  bid,  remembering  that  numismatic  tradition  has  it 
that  today’s  record  price  can  be  tomorrow’s  bargain.  Virtually  all 
of  the  great  collections  ever  formed  were  built,  at  least  in  part,  by 
bidding  at  auction — and  not  by  throwing  in  bargain  basement  bids, 
but  by  truly  reaching  for  gem  examples  when  they  became  avail- 
able. In  addition  to  the  attributes  mentioned  here  and  in  the  notes, 
do  not  overlook  the  pedigree,  a finer  one  could  not  be  envisioned. 

If  a prize  were  to  be  awarded  for  sharpness  of  strike  among 
early  half  dimes  of  this  type,  we  expect  that  the  present  1796  might 
take  the  blue  ribbon.  It  is  indeed  extraordinary.  On  the  obverse 
each  and  every  hair  strand  is  sharply  defined,  the  stars  are  full,  the 
dentils  are  likewise,  and  the  letters  and  numerals  are  well  defined. 

On  the  reverse  much  the  same  can  be  said — sharpness  from 
top  to  bottom,  left  to  right,  including  nearly  full  definition  of  eagle 
feathers,  good  detail  of  leaves,  sharpness  of  letters,  and  all  dentils 
present. 

The  surfaces  are  lustrous  with  light  blue  and  iridescent  toning — 
nothing  more  could  be  desired.  Some  light  prooflike  reflectivity  is 
noted,  an  aspect  that  cau.sed  Walter  Breen  to  mention  this  coin  in 
his  Proof  Coin  Encyclopedia  as  “showing  the  earmarks”  of  a presenta- 


rion  piece.  Russell  J.  Logan  and  John  McCloskey  also  mentioned 
this  precise  specimen  in  their  standard  work  on  early  half  dimes, 
stating,  “the  EUasberg  specimen  of  LM-1  is  extremely  well  struck 
with  bold  detail  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.” 

It  seems  to  be  a general  rule  that  half  dimes  of  this  date  have 
problems  of  one  sort  or  another,  wavy  planchets,  dings  and  marks, 
cleaning,  old-time  repairs — you  name  it.  The  search  for  a high 
quality  1796  to  illustrate  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  design  can  be 
a long  and  arduous  one,  as  perhaps  it  was  for  Dr.  Koshkarian. 

NGC  Census:  2;  5 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

Die  State:  Middle  die  state,  with  crack  inside  13  of  LIBERTY  and  only  the 
tip  of  star  6 connected  to  the  rim  by  a nearly  invisible  die  crack.  The  die  crack 
between  TA  of  STATES  on  the  reverse  has  not  yet  become  serious. 

The  1907  David  S.  Wilson  sale  was  the  very  first  by  S.H.  Chapman  after  the 
dissolution  of  his  partnership  with  brother  Henry.  Lot  775  was  described  as 
follows: 

1796.  Bust  of  Liberty  to  r.,  with  flowing  hair  tied  with  a fillet;  above, 
LIBERTY;  beneath,  date.  Rev.  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.  Eagle 
on  cloud  within  wreath.  E.xtremely  Fine.  Proof  surface.  One  of  the  best 
known.  Extremely  rare.  Plate  Vlll. 

It  sold  for  $47.50. 

Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  commenced  his  numismatic  interest  circa  1925,  and 
for  a number  of  years  thereafter  went  about  collecting  in  a fairly  regular  man- 
ner— buying  coins  here  and  there  as  they  caught  his  eye,  building  a library,  and 
doing  a lot  of  reading.  The  “Eureka  moment”  in  Eliasberg’s  collecting  career 
came  in  the  early  1930s,  when  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  called  in  gold  coins  from 
banks  and  the  general  public,  replacing  them  with  paper  bills.  From  this  point 
onward,  a $100  bill  was  worth  perhaps  two  $50  bills  or  $100  silver  dollars,  but 
not  full  metal  value.  Previously,  a double  eagle  could  be  melted  down  and  yield 
nearly  its  face  value.  In  1933,  gold  was  valued  at  $20.67  per  ounce. 

Although  virtually  no  economist  has  ever  taken  note  of  the  ethical  aspects 
of  what  happened  next,  you  can  come  to  your  own  conclusions  as  to  the  moral- 
ity of  Roosevelt  raising  the  official  price  of  gold  to  $35  after  most  of  it  had  been 
called  in  at  the  old  price. 

By  this  time,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  professional  banker,  had  spent  much  time 
studying  monetary  trends  and  the  economy.  He  decided  to  build  up  the  gold 
coin  portion  of  his  cabinet,  seeking  pieces  he  did  not  have.  As  often  happens, 
this  activity  and  intense  reading  spawned  an  even  deeper  interest,  and  soon  he 
was  adding  to  other  parts  of  his  collection  as  well.  Then  in  1942  the  entire  col- 
lection of  the  late  John  Clapp,  of  Washington,  D.C.,  became  available,  one  of 
America’s  finest  private  cabinets,  replete  with  many  rarities  dating  back  to  over 
a half  century  earlier  when  Clapp’s  father,  a Pennsylvania  oil  man,  began  col- 
lecting coins  very  seriously.  Stack’s,  the  New  York  firm  still  active  today,  was 
the  intermediary,  and  placed  it  with  Eliasberg  for  $100,000. 

The  stage  was  then  set  for  ahsolule  completion  of  the  American  series,  from 
the  1793  half  cent  to  the  1933  double  eagle.  Coin  by  com,  year  by  year,  all  of 
these  were  added.  Finally,  in  November  1950,  the  collection  was  complete — 
one  of  each  date  and  mintmark  known  to  exist.  No  one  in  American  numis- 
matic history  had  ever  done  this  before,  and  today  it  would  be  impossible  for 
anyone  to  do  it  again. 

In  connection  with  the  auction  offering  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  Q. 
David  Bowers  wrote  a dandy  book  Louis  E.  Eliaslierg,  Sr. : King  of  Coins,  pub- 
lished in  1996,  and  well  worth  reading  today. 

According  to  the  Clapp  notebooks,  from  the  “Wilson  Sale,  1906,” 
almost  certainly  a reference  to  S.H.  Chapman’s  1907  David  S.  Wilson 
sale,  March  1907,  where  this  piece  was  probably  Lot  775;  John  H.  Clapp 
Estate  to  Dniis  Eliasberg,  Sr.  in  1942;  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  May  1996,  Dn  894.  The  lot  ticket 
from  the  Eliasberg  sale  accompanies  this  lot. 
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Lovely  1800  LIBERTY  Half  Dime 


39  1800  half  dime.  LM-3.  V-2.  Rarity-4.  LIBERTY.  MS-62 

(NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1800-1805  Draped  Bust,  Heraldic  Eagle. 
By  Robert  Scot. 

A pleasing  example  of  the  first  year  of  this  short-lived  design 
type.  Great  difficulty  was  experienced  at  the  Mint  in  the  proper 
striking  of  the  combination  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse,  especially  for  the  denominations  of  the  half 
dime  (as  here),  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar,  some  of  which  ap- 
peared as  flat  as  if  they  had  been  run  over  by  a steam  roller.  Ac- 
cordingly, a few  years  later  the  design  was  replaced.  However,  from 
a numismatic  viewpoint,  the  half  dimes  of  1800  to  1805  represent 
an  interesting  challenge.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a sharply  struck 
set  or  collection  of  these,  and  within  the  series  only  an  occasional 
truly  “nice”  piece  will  be  encountered.  The  present  piece,  while 
bearing  the  number  MS-62,  can  also  be  analyzed  for  many  other 
characteristics,  which  we  have  endeavored  to  delineate  below. 

Brilhant,  lustrous  surfaces  show  generous  prooflike  reflectivity 
and  a hint  of  champagne  toning.  Frosty  at  the  peripheries.  An  above 
average  strike  is  present  on  obverse  and  reverse,  save  for  the  rim 
which  was  somewhat  flattened  during  striking,  although  preserv- 
ing full  dentilation  around  the  border.  At  the  center  the  hair  strands 
of  Miss  Liberty  are  complete  and  attractive.  The  stars  are  above 
average  in  strike,  with  some  trivial  lightness  at  the  centers,  seldom 
seen  this  nice.  On  the  reverse  the  vertical  and  horizontal  stripes  in 
the  shield  are  fuU,  the  eagle’s  feathers  are  likewise,  save  for  a trivial 
area  at  the  upper  right  of  the  shield,  the  leaves  are  well  defined, 
and  the  letters  are  bold.  Some  light  hairlines  are  present,  and  a tiny 
rim  nick  over  star  9 no  doubt  accounts  for  a still  higher  grade  not 
being  assigned.  A very  nice  quality  example  of  the  date  or  type. 

NGC  Census:  2;  10  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Die  State:  Thin  crack  through  M of  AMERICA  to  wing,  light  evidence  of 
die  clashing  on  both  sides. 

Purchased  from  John  Franklin,  LLC  (John  Rogers),  March  1999. 


Beautifully  Toned  Gem  1829  Half  Dime 


40  1829  half  dime.  LM-2,  V-3.  Rarity-1.  MS-65*  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1829-1837  Capped  Bust.  By  William  Kneass 
adapting  the  design  ofjohn  Reich. 

Exceptionally  beautiful  toning  graces  both  sides — pale  gold,  frosty 
green-blue,  and  violet  on  the  obverse  with  the  reverse  showing  a 
bold  violet  center  yielding  to  circles  of  bright  blue  and  appealing 
gold  at  the  peripheries.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  very  well  struck, 
including  the  portrait,  stars,  date,  eagle  and  feathers,  lettering,  and 
everything  else.  Although  the  challenge  of  finding  a sharply  struck 
Capped  Bust  half  dime  is  not  as  formidable  as  finding  the  earlier 
types,  still  a piece  of  this  overall  quality  can  be  termed  elusive.  The 
surfaces  are  partially  prooflike  on  the  obverse,  lustrous  on  the  re- 
verse, the  entire  suite  showing  lovely  toning.  A highly  important 
example  of  the  first  year  of  the  type,  the  only  MS-65*  graded  by 
NGC  and  clearly  deserving  of  such  a distinction. 

Half  dimes  of  the  Capped  Bust  type  are  said  to  have  been  first  struck  in  the 
wee  small  hours  ofjuly  4,  1829,  to  get  ready  for  the  cornerstone  laying  of  the 
third  Pliiladelphia  Mint,  which  took  place  later  that  day.  How  many  half  dimes 
were  placed  in  the  cornerstone  was  not  recorded,  but  years  later  when  the  con- 
tents were  examined,  no  mention  was  made  of  them.  These  silver  pieces,  repre- 
senting a new  design  for  the  denomination  and  also  small  enough  to  give  away 
without  serious  consequence,  may  have  been  souvenirs  for  those  attending.  In 
1829  there  were  very  few  “roving  reporters”  with  eyes  for  a human  interest 
story.  Instead,  most  accounts  of  building  dedications  and  the  like  are  factual, 
and  usually  simple.  It  would  be  interesting  to  read  a wider  account  if  such  exists. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  June  1994. 
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Satiny  Gem  1837  No  Stars  Half  Dime 

Exceptional  Toning 


41  1837  Liberty  Seated  half  dime.  No  Stars.  Large  Date.  MS- 

66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer;  1837-1838  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  By 
Christian  Gobrecht. 

Well  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse  centers,  with  all  the  fea- 
tures of  Miss  Liberty,  the  wreath,  and  all  else  intact.  Some  hght- 
ness  toward  the  high  rim  is  seen  in  certain  areas,  not  affecting  the 
design.  The  fields  are  satiny  and  lustrous  with  beautiful  pale  blue 
and  iridescent  toning.  A significantly  finer-than-usually-seen  ex- 
ample of  this  popular  type,  the  short-lived  style  minted  only  at 
Philadelphia  in  1837  and  in  New  Orleans  in  1838. 

The  obvene  of  this  design,  used  also  on  the  contemporary  dime,  is  without 
stars  in  the  field,  modeled  after  the  1836  Gobrecht  silver  dollar,  and  giving  a 
cameo  appearance  overall.  Later,  half  dimes  and  dimes  of  the  same  motif  were 
struck  at  New  Orleans  (1838-0).  All  other  Liberty  Seated  coins  had  stars  in  the 
field,  including  Gobrecht  silver  dollars  dated  after  1836.  The  attractiveness  of  a 
starless  obverse  must  have  been  noticed  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1870,  for 
some  highly  interesting  and  very  beautiful  pattern  silver  coins  were  made  with 
starless  obverses,  popular  today  when  you  can  find  them. 

Christian  Gobrecht,  an  inventor  par  excellence,  did  contract  work  for  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  as  early  as  the  mid  1820s,  but  did  not  join  the  staff  until  1835, 
at  which  time  he  was  given  the  post  ot  “second  engraver,”  not  "assistant  en- 
graver,” an  important  distinction  to  Gobrecht  at  the  time,  as  Gobrecht  was  far 
more  talented  than  the  incumbent,  William  Kneass.  Gobrecht’s  talents  outside 
of  coins  and  medals  included  inventing  a medal-ruling  machine  whereby  a pan- 
tograph could  trace  a medal  in  relief  and  transmit  the  design  to  a two-dimen- 
sional bank  note  or  other  plate,  a talking  doll  (of  which  we  would  like  to  know 
more),  plus  many  bank  notes,  book  illustrations,  and  related  engravings.  No 
one  has  ever  done  a calalagtie  raisonne  of  Gobrecht’s  works,  and  we  imagine  that 
such  would  play  to  an  appreciative  numismatic  audience.  Even  within  the  coin 
field,  more  is  being  constantly  learned,  including  leading  edge  research  on 
Gobrecht  silver  dollars  ot  1836-1839,  the  sorting  out  of  portraits  on  copper  cents 
ot  1835-1839,  and  Classic  Head  quarter  eagles,  and  more.  The  Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club,  and  its  periodical  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  edited  by  Dr.  John  W. 
McCloskey,  serves  as  a forum  and  meeting  ground  for  the  exchange  of  ideas. 

From  Fleritatf’’s  ANA  Auction,  August  1995,  Lot  5958. 


Gem  1838  No  Drapery  Half  Dime 


42  1838  half  dime.  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1838-1859  Liberty  Seated,  Stars.  By  Chris- 
tian Gobrecht. 

Sharply  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Satiny  fields  exhibit 
exceptional  lustre  and  delicate  golden  toning.  A splendid  example 
of  the  first  year  in  the  half  dime  series  displaying  stars  on  the  ob- 
verse, and  without  drapery  at  Miss  Liberty’s  elbow.  While  such 
pieces  are  not  landmark  rarities  today,  finding  a particularly  nice 
one,  as  here,  can  be  a challenge. 

Purchased  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  January  1998. 

Notable  Gem  1853  Arrows  Half  Dime 


(2x  photo) 

43  1853  half  dime.  Arrows  at  Date.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1853-1855  Arrows  at  Date.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

A gorgeous  specimen,  brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of  light 
golden  toning.  Not  at  all  rare  in  lower  grades,  but  not  easy  to  find 
in  a combination  of  high  numerical  grade  plus  excellent  eye  ap- 
peal as  here.  A lovely  specimen  that  will  neatly  fill  the  desire  for  a 
top  quality  example  of  this  short-lived  (1853-1855)  design  type. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  June  1997. 
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Choice  1857-0  Half  Dime 


44  1857-0  half  dime.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1838-1859  Liberty  Seated,  Stars.  By  Chris- 
tian Gobrecht. 

Nicely  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Full  stars,  full  central 
figure,  and  most  everything  else,  save  for  a leaf  or  two  on  the  re- 
verse, these  lacking  some  very  slight  detail,  as  nearly  always.  Sharp 
dentils.  Lustrous  and  attractive,  a light  iridescent  blue  and  magenta. 
A very  nice  example  of  this  New  Orleans  Mint  issue,  pleasing  to 
contemplate,  and  well  worth  owning.  In  general.  New  Orleans 
Mint  silver  coins  are  considerably  more  difficult  to  find  in  choice 
grade  than  are  their  Philadelphia  Mint  counterparts. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  September  1993. 

Gem  1862  Half  Dime 


(2.x  photo) 

45  1862  half  dime.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1860-1873  Obverse  Legend.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

A lovely  specimen,  one  of  the  finest  1862  half  dimes  we  have 
seen.  Medium  gold  and  blue  iridescent  toning  over  lustrous,  re- 
flective surfaces. 

Under  high  magnification  die  striae  can  be  seen  on  obverse  and  reverse, 
characteristic  of  virtually  aU  silver  issues  produced  during  the  middle  years  ot 
the  Civil  War,  an  interesting  feature.  These  striae  are  scarcely  ever  mentioned  in 
numismatic  literature,  but  are  part  of  the  story  of  such  coins  and  reflect  the 
minting  processes.  All  denominations  display  them  vividly,  perhaps  most  evi- 
dent on  the  silver  denominations  (especially  the  dollar)  and  gold. 

The  workings  of  the  Treasury  Department  during  the  early  years  of  the 
Civil  War  furnish  another  interesting  opportunity  for  study.  The  scenario  is 
complex,  but  some  of  it  can  be  sorted  out  by  reading  some  of  the  published 
biographies  and  collected  papers  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Salmon  P.  Chase, 
with  some  lascivious  (really)  details  furnished  by  General  Lafayette  C.  Baker,  in 
his  History  of  the  Secret  Service,  plus  various  Treasury  reports.  In  1862  there  were 
two  federal  mints  operating — Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco.  In  San  Francisco 
things  seem  to  have  been  at  a more  leisurely  pace,  silver  and  gold  coins  pro- 
duced there  did  not  have  significant  die  striae,  and  pieces  that  were  minted  were 
placed  into  local  circulation.  In  contra.st,  in  Philadelphia  the  pressures  ol  the 
Civil  War  were  overwhelming,  dies  were  finished  in  great  haste,  striking  of  coins 
was  done  casually,  and  no  silver  and  gold  coins  were  placed  into  circulation  at 
all.  Coins  were  given  to  depositors  who  furnished  silver  and  gold  bullion,  with 
the  larger  denominations  being  used  mainly  in  foreign  exchange  (a  European 
supplier  of  goods  to  the  Union  in  1862  did  not  want  Legal  Tender  paper  money 
which  had  no  metal  backing,  but  wanted  hard  money  such  as  gold). 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  November  1994 


DIMES 


Choice  Mint  State  1796  Dime 


(3x  photo) 

46  1796  dime.  John  Reich-3.  Rarity-5.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1796-1797  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle.  By 
Robert  Scot. 

Lightly  reflective  silver  gray  surfaces  show  delicate  coppery 
toning  and  frosty  devices.  A lovely  1796  dime,  significantly  above 
average  in  striking  quality.  To  elaborate,  the  hair  strands  are  fuU, 
and  the  date  is  bold,  as  are  the  letters  in  LIBERTY;  the  stars  at  the 
left  are  bold,  and  the  stars  at  the  right  are  above  average,  although 
with  some  trivial  lightness  at  their  centers.  On  the  reverse,  all  of 
the  wreath  details  are  definitive,  and  the  feathers  can  all  be  dis- 
cerned on  the  eagle’s  breast  (remarkable).  On  obverse  and  reverse 
there  are  full  dentils. 

The  dime  of  1796  launched  a denomination  that  endures  to 
the  present  day,  one  of  relatively  few  coin  values  for  which  this  can 
be  said.  Similar  to  the  1796  quarters,  dimes  were  not  struck  until 
this  year,  although  other  silver  denominations  had  been  made  in 
1794  and  1795.  Thus,  dimes  and  quarters  never  included  the  Flow- 
ing Hair  design,  either  in  actuality  or  in  known  pattern  form. 

Events  would  prove  that  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  and  Small 
Eagle  reverse,  as  used  on  the  1796  dime,  would  be  short-lived, 
and  would  be  used  only  in  the  following  year,  1797,  before  re- 
placement with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Today,  at  least  several 
hundred  1796  and  1797  dimes  exist.  Of  these  dates  combined,  most 
are  1796.  As  is  true  of  other  denominations  of  the  year,  no  elTort 
was  made  to  preserve  pieces  for  numismatic  cabinets,  and  not  even 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  had  a reference  collection.  Most  of  the  higher 
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grade  pieces  in  existence  today  are  likely  to  have  been  acquired 
near  the  tune  ot  issue  by  numismatists  in  England,  who  were  fas- 
cinated with  American  coins.  The  pedigree  of  the  present  piece  is 
not  traced  beyond  this  generation,  but  no  doubt  if  it  could  speak  it 
would  relate  that  it  was  set  aside  at  an  early  date,  either  casually  or 
as  part  of  a numismatic  cabinet. 

A rare  variety,  with  the  present  example  likely  ranking  among 
the  Condition  Census — the  JR  book  names  the  MS-63  Auction 
’81  specimen  as  finest  known.  As  is  so  often  the  case  with  the 
Koshkarian  Collection,  numerical  grade  is  but  one  aspect  of  a coin’s 
desirability.  This  dime  has  a very  satisfactory  numerical  grade  as- 
signed by  NGC,  MS-63,  but  even  more  important,  in  our  opin- 
ion, are  the  other  characteristics  given  above  like  strike  and  attrac- 
tive toning.  As  such,  the  present  piece  is  indeed  special  A breath- 
takmgly  superb  specimen  with  exceptional  visual  appeal. 

Die  State:  Thin  crack  from  rim  to  outside  point  of  star  1,  extensive  cracks 
nearly  a retained  cud  above  first  T of  STATES,  with  longest  crack  extending 
from  left  .serif  of  T deep  into  wing. 

Purchased  from  Ed  Milas  (R^‘iRCOA),  May  1987. 


Frosty  and  Beautiful  1807  Dime 


47  1807  dime.  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NG’C). 

Type  and  designer;  1798-1807  Draped  Bust,  Heraldic  Eagle. 
By  Robert  Scot. 

Brilliant  and  showing  exceptional  frosty  lustre,  with  lively  cart- 
wheel and  superb  eye  appeal.  The  strike  is  fully  realized  at  the  cen- 
ters of  both  sides,  with  Liberty’s  hair  showing  full  delineation,  the 
profile  nicely  rendered,  and  the  reverse  details  of  shield  and  eagle 
boKlIy  impressed.  The  peripheral  strike  shows  some  softness,  as 


often  encountered  on  this  date,  with  the  three  stars  following  LIB- 
ERTY showing  full  centers  but  the  others  flat  to  some  extent  and 
UNITED  also  somewhat  indistinct  in  areas.  The  surface  quality 
and  overall  appeal  of  the  coin  is  superb  for  the  date  and  type — 
exceptional  even — ^with  coins  of  a higher  numerical  grade  rarely 
boasting  such  choice  originality.  Another  prize  that  indicates  Dr. 
Koshkarian’s  unusual  eye  for  quality. 

Die  State:  Many  clash  marks  noted,  typical  of  the  date. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  April  1995. 

Prooflike  Gem  1821  Dime 


48  1821  dime.  JR-6.  Rarity-2.  Large  Date.  MS-65  PL  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1809-1827  Capped  Bust,  Open  Collar.  By 
John  Reich. 

Reflective  fields  with  blue  and  golden  iridescent  toning,  the 
blue  forming  a crescent  on  the  right  side  of  obverse  and  reverse, 
with  traces  of violet  intermingled.  An  attractive  example,  sharp  in 
all  details  except  at  the  very  center,  and  there  still  above  average. 
Dimes  of  this  design  are  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  gem  Mint  State, 
and  when  found  tend  to  be  in  the  second  decade  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury, not  in  the  span  from  1821  onward.  Accordingly,  the  present 
piece  can  be  viewed  as  a true  find  for  the  specialist  in  Capped  Bust 
dimes.  Beyond  that,  it  has  served  its  purpose  well  to  illustrate  the 
type  in  the  Koshkarian  Collection,  and  will  do  the  same  for  the 
cabinet  of  its  next  owner. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  October  1992. 


Frosty  1829  Dime 


49  1829  dime.  JR-9.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1828-1837  Capped  Bust,  Closed  Collar. 
Byjohn  Reich,  with  later  adaptations. 

A splendid  specimen,  above  average  in  strike,  the  obverse  be- 
ing virtually  definitive  in  this  regard,  the  reverse  being  sharp  ex- 
cept for  some  of  the  feathers  above  the  shield.  Richly  lustrous  with 
medium  golden  toning.  A wonderful  coin.  Again,  the  combined 
aspect  of  high  grade,  decent  strike  (considering  the  idiosyncrasies 
of  the  design)  and  superb  eye  appeal  meet  in  a single  com  to  \neld 
a very  .t/icaii/ example.  Most  choice  dimes  ot  the  1828-1837  design 
arc  dated  in  the  1830s,  the  present  piece  being  a soniewh.it  mit 
exception. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  Manh 
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Vividly  Toned  1837  Liberty  Seated  Dime 


50  1837  dime.  No  Stars.  Small  Date.  MS-62  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1837-1838  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  By 
Christian  Gobrecht. 

Highly  lustrous  surfaces  have  a blend  of  iridescent  toning, 
gold  at  the  borders,  changing  to  electric  blue,  then  to  magenta 
and  gold.  A vividly  iridescent  and  no  doubt  highly  affordable 
example  of  this  popular  design,  the  original  Liberty  Seated  motif 
was  used  only  in  1837  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  at  New  Or- 
leans m 1838  (1838-0). 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  July  1996. 


Frosty  1840  No  Drapery  Dime 


51  1840  dime.  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1838-1860  Liberty,  With  Stars.  By  Chris- 
tian Gobrecht. 

Brilliant,  frosty,  and  exceptionally  lustrous.  A few  splashes  of 
light  golden  toning  are  seen  inside  the  obverse  rims.  A lovely  speci- 
men of  the  second  style  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dime,  with  stars  at 
the  left  and  right  of  the  obverse  to  each  side  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
design.  All  aspects  come  together  nicely  to  create  an  exceptional 
specimen  of  this  type. 

From  Steve  Ivy's  Charmont  Sale,  August  1983,  Lot  2804. 


Pittman’s  Gem  1853  Arrows  Dime 


52  1853  dime.  Arrows.  MS-66*  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1853-1855  Arrows  at  Date.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Satiny  lustrous  fields  with  splashes  of  iridescence.  A com  for 
the  aficionado  of  nice  quality  toning.  A high-grade  example  of 
this  popular  design,  not  rare  in  most  grades,  but  essential  for  type 
set  purposes.  The  pedigree  adds  an  element  of  value  as  well. 

NGC  Census:  1 in  designation;  8 finer  (MS-69*  finest). 

After  gold  was  discovered  in  quantity  in  California  beginning  in  1848  aiu 
arriving  on  eastern  markets  in  volume  in  1849,  silver  became  rare  in  propor 
tion  to  gold,  which  became  increasingly  “common.  Not  long  thereafter  im 
portant  gold  strikes  in  Australia  added  to  the  volume  of  the  yellow  metal.  The 


price  of  silver  on  the  international  market,  based  in  London,  began  to  rise,  and 
by  1850  it  was  profitable  to  melt  down  coins  from  the  half  dime  to  the  silver 
dollar  and  realize  a profit  over  their  face  values.  Accordingly,  mintage  figures 
dropped  precipitously,  as  few  wanted  to  deposit  silver  at  the  Mint  and  take  coins 
in  exchange  that  cost  more  to  produce  than  their  spending  value. 

Finally,  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  remedied  the  situation,  and  reduced 
the  silver  content  of  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar.  The  design 
was  modified  by  adding  arrows  to  the  date  and,  on  the  quarter  and  half  dollar, 
rays  on  the  reverse.  C^nce  again  coins  of  this  denomination  were  seen  in  quan- 
tity in  circulation,  filling  a void  that  had  existed  for  two  years. 

From  David  Akers'  sale  of  the  John  Jay  Pittman  Collection,  Part  /, 
October  1997.  Purchased  from  Le^^end  Numismatics,  November  1997. 


Richly  Toned  1858  Dime  Gem 


53  1858  dime.  Drapery.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1838-1860  Liberty  Seated,  With  Stars.  By 
Christian  Gobrecht. 

A very  attractive  specimen  with  iridescent  concentric  toning, 
changing  from  gold  to  blue  to  magenta,  no  doubt  the  result  of 
having  been  stored  for  many  years,  possibly  decades,  in  a Raymond 
National  “album.  ” Toning  of  this  quality  is  in  special  demand.  The 
surfaces  are  reflective  and  pristine,  and  the  strike  is  crisp  through- 
out. A lovely  specimen  of  this  later  issue  within  the  type.  Many 
are  the  admirers  of  coins  with  attractive  iridescence  and,  accord- 
ingly, the  present  piece  should  attract  quite  a bit  of  attention. 

This  year,  together  with  1859,  represented  a great  point  ol  confusion  in 
American  politics.  The  key  issue  was  slavery,  keeping  it  or  abolishing  it.  Opin- 
ions were  divided  along  several  lines,  including  those  who  did  not  favor  slavery, 
but  agreed  to  retain  it  as  a cost  of  keeping  the  Union  together;  those  who  wanted 
slavery  on  an  absolute  basis  and  felt  it  was  essential  to  their  way  of  life  and 
economy;  and  those  who  wanted  outright  abolition  and  emancipation,  no  ifs, 
ands,  or  buts. 

John  Brown’s  raid  on  the  federal  arsenal  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Virginia,  a lot  of 
the  legislation  and  even  Supreme  Court  actions  (Dred  Scott  Decision)  are  an 
embarrassment  in  the  history  of  America  and  are  best  recognized,  acknowl- 
edged, and  used  as  lessons  for  the  future. 

In  the  meantime,  in  the  White  House  James  Buchanan  was  president,  one 
of  the  most  ineffective  chief  executives  ever  to  cross  the  threshold  of  that  par- 
ticular building.  He  tried  to  please  the  North,  tried  to  please  the  South,  and 
ended  up  pleasing  scarcely  anyone. 

In  1858  the  American  economy  experienced  difTicult  times,  following  on 
the  heels  of  the  panic  of  1857.  Commercial  conditions  were  strained  in  both  the 
North  and  South. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  October  199.3. 
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Proof  1873  Arrows  Dime 


54  1873  Arrows  at  Date.  Proof-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1873-1874  With  Arrows.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Light  gray  and  golden  toning  with  splashes  of  blue,  yellow,  and 
other  iridescent  hues,  particularly  rich  at  the  peripheries.  The  fields 
are  somewhat  reflective,  though  some  aspects  of  the  design,  par- 
ticularly the  left  side  of  the  reverse  wreath,  show  areas  of  flatness. 
Some  lightness  of  striking  is  mainly  hidden  by  the  toning.  A very 
appealing  specimen  of  this  short-lived  design  type. 

Arrows  were  added  alongside  the  date  of  the  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar 
of  1873  to  signity  a slight  increase  in  weight.  Some  1873  coins  have  this  feature  as 
do  all  dated  1874,  after  which  the  new  standard  was  maintained,  but  arrows 
were  no  longer  used. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Montgomery  Collection,  May 
1998,  Lot  471. 


Gem  1877-S  Dime 


55  1877-S  dime.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1860-1891  Legend  Obverse.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Brilliant  and  lustrous,  frosty  and  full  of  visual  appeal.  A sugges- 
tion of  subtle  violet  toning  is  present  atop  the  reverse  just  inside 
the  rim.  Nice  coin,  nice  appearance,  and  nice  everything  else — 
including  pedigree.  A splendid  piece  that  wiO  satisfy  every  require- 
ment. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  R.L.  Miles  Collection,  April  1969,  Lot  735. 
The  original  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

Gem  1892  Barber  Dime 


56  1892  Barber.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1892-1916  Barber.  By  Charles  E.  Barber. 

Brilliant  and  deeply  lustrous.  Splashes  of  delicate  golden  ton- 
ing around  the  border  against  frosty,  silver  fields.  A lovely  speci- 
men, representing  the  first  year  of  issue  of  this  design.  While  dimes 
of  this  date  are  not  rare,  no  hoards  exist,  and  it  seems  that  at  the 
time  of  release,  the  public  did  not  pay  much  attention.  Perhaps 
interest  was  more  focused  on  the  upcoming  World’s  Columbian 
Exposition  and  its  soon  to  be  available  commemorative  half  dollar. 
A truly  exceptional  gem. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  January  1981. 


Superb  Gem  1916  Mercury  Dime 


57  1916  Mercury  dime.  MS-67  FB  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1916-1945  Mercury.  By  Adolph  Weinman. 

Lovely  rich  golden  and  magenta  toning  on  the  obverse,  ovei 
deeply  frosted  surfaces.  The  reverse  is  mostly  bright  silver,  with 
hints  ofblue  and  gray  and  prominent  central  bands.  Not  especially 
rare,  but  certainly  appealing  to  the  eye  with  such  beautiful  colora- 
tion. A simply  splendid  example. 

Purchased  from  Clairemont  Coins,  San  Diego,  California,  March 
1988. 

Superb  Gem  1958  Dime 


58  1958  dime.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1946-1964  Roosevelt,  Silver.  By  John  R. 
Sinnock. 

Light  and  medium  lilac  toning  with  splashes  ofblue  over  lus- 
trous surfaces. 

Purchased  from  Clairemont  Coins,  San  Diego,  California,  February 
1988 


TWENTY-CENT  PIECES 


Choice  1875-S  20-Cent  Piece 


59  1875-S  20-cent  piece.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1875-1878  Liberty  Seated.  By  William 
Barber  (obverse  after  Christian  Gobrecht). 

A very  nice  specimen  exhibiting  medium  iridescent  toning  over 
silvery  surfaces,  with  gold,  magenta,  and  blue.  The  coin  here  is  of 
exceptional  quality  within  the  assig^ned  grade  and  provides  an  at- 
tractive example  of  this  short-lived  design.  The  1875-S  was  the 
only  issue  produced  in  meaningful  quantity. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  September  1994. 
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QUARTER  DOLLARS 


Beautifully  Toned  1796  Quarter  Dollar 

B-1,  Mint  State 

Sharply  Struck  on  Eagle’s  Head 


^60  1796  quarter.  Browning-1.  Rarity-6.  MS-62  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1796  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle.  By  Robert 
Scot. 

For  a long  time  the  1796  quarter  has  been  an  object  of  desire 
for  all  who  form  type  sets  of  American  coinage.  Struck  only  in  this 
single  year,  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the  Small 
Eagle  reverse,  is  very  rare  in  comparison  to  the  demand,  as  no  type 


set  can  be  complete  without  one.  A number  of  examples  exist  in 
varying  degrees  of  Mint  State,  some  of  which  arc  quite  attractive. 
However,  nearly  all  have  a flatly  struck  head  on  the  eagle  (more 
about  this  below),  a problem  so  vexing  that  one  famous  numisma- 
tist searched  for  over  a decade  for  a sharp  piece,  and  finally  gave 
up,  and  acquired  one  with  a flatly  struck  head. 

The  present  coin  is  an  absolutely  marvelous  example  of  the 
first  United  States  quarter  issue,  represenring  the  rarer  of  the  two 
varieties  of  this  date.  Quite  well  struck  at  the  centers  but  with  some 
lightness  on  the  highest  strands  of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair.  Sharply  de- 
fined stars,  letters,  and  date.  Very  long  dentils,  somewhat  reminis- 
cent of  the  1795  half  cent  described  earlier. 

On  the  reverse,  the  striking  is  also  above  average,  although  the 
breast  of  the  eagle  is  lightly  defined.  Incredibly,  marvelously,  and 
otherwise,  the  head  of  the  eagle  is  boldly  defined,  with  the  eye,  cheek, 
nostril,  and  everything  else  visible.  On  the  typical  1796  quarter 
the  eagle’s  head  is  as  flat  as  a pancake.  For  this  reason  alone,  the 
present  coin  is  extraordinary.  A few  mint-caused  adjustment  marks 
are  seen  here  and  there  in  the  reverse  field,  notable  beneath  the 
eagle  and  crisscrossing  in  the  area  between  OF  and  the  eagle’s  beak. 

Overall  the  coin  has  light  magenta,  gold,  and  iridescent  ton- 
ing, a treat  to  the  eye.  Demand  for  this  one-year  type  is  overwhelm- 
ing, especially  so  for  examples  of  this  quality  since  so  many  of  the 
known  specimens  are  in  very  low  grades.  The  lightly  reflective 
surfaces,  pleasing  toning,  and  excellent  lustre  give  this  coin  “the 
whole  package” — a fact  which  undoubtedly  made  it  especially  de- 
sirable to  Dr.  Koshkarian’s  well-trained  eye. 

Die  State:  Crisp  early  die  state. 

The  design  is  descended  from  the  1795  silver  dollar  with  the  same  motifs, 
first  produced  in  the  form  of  variety  BB-51,  an  example  of  which  is  offered  in 
this  sale.  The  portrait  is  said  to  have  been  by  Gilbert  Stuart.  In  the  “what  might 
have  been”  category  is  the  1795  Draped  Bust  half  dime  but,  so  far  as  is  known, 
the  1795-dated  die  prepared  for  such  was  not  used  until  1796,  when  it  was 
overdated.  Otherwise,  the  only  coins  of  this  motif  are  the  1795  silver  dollars 
which  exist  in  two  die  varieties  (BB-51  and  BB-52). 

Unlike  the  other  silver  denominations  of  1796,  a number  of  quarter  dollars 
seem  to  have  been  made  with  care,  with  prooflike  surfaces,  although  not  with 
enough  care  to  strike  up  the  eagle’s  head  properly.  Years  ago  Abe  Kosoff  wrote 
of  a special  group  of  these  he  saw  in  New  York  City,  apparently  intact  since  the 
time  of  issue. 

Purchased  from  Stack^s,  March  1990,  at  the  ANA  Midwinter  Con- 
vention, San  Diego,  California. 
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Exceptional  Gem  1805  Quarter  Dollar 

The  Bareford  Coin 


(2x  photo) 


61  1805  quarter.  B-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1804-1807  Draped  Bust,  Heraldic  Eagle. 
By  Robert  Scot. 

A positively  exceptional  specimen,  one  of  the  very  finest  seen, 
boasting  deep,  rich,  coruscating  lustre  on  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces. 
Just  a hint  ot  pale  champagne  toning  is  present.  Above  average  in 
striking,  but  still  with  some  weakness  here  and  there,  including 
on  the  high  part  of  the  stars,  some  strands  of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair, 
and  the  center  of  the  reverse,  which  shows  some  parallel  diagonal 
planchet  adjustment  lines.  Bold,  full  dentils,  well-centered  and 
pleasing  in  every  respect.  Quarters  of  this  design  type,  with  Heral- 
dic Eagle  reverse,  minted  from  1804  through  1807  inclusive,  are 
usually  very  poorly  struck.  None,  so  far  as  we  know,  have  needle- 
sharp  detail — no  such  animal  exists.  The  present  coin  is  excep- 
tional, and,  as  such,  will  occupy  an  honored  place  to  illustrate  this 
short-lived  motif  It  is  probably  the  case  that  all  bets  will  be  off 


when  this  piece  crosses  the  auction  block.  First  of  all,  MS-66  is  a 
sufficiently  high  grade  not  only  for  an  1805  quarter,  but  for  any 
quarter  of  this  type  (1804-1807),  that  buyers  will  come  out  of  the 
woodwork.  However,  while  the  magic  number  “MS-66”  is  entic- 
ing and  will  draw  bidders  from  a long  distance,  it  is  the  other  as- 
pects of  the  coin  that  provide  the  real  attraction  for  this  coin.  Even 
if  this  coin  were  MS-63,  which  it  is  not,  it  would  still  be  a great 
acquisition.  The  very  finest  certified  by  NGC,  a lustrous  gem  of 
the  highest  order,  and  a very  special  representative  of  the  type. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Die  State:  Heavy  die  clash  marks  are  visible  on  both  sides,  representing  two 
or  perhaps  three  individual  die  clashes. 

From  Hollinbeck-Kagin’s  sale  of  September  1951,  Lot  370;  Stack’s 
sale  of  the  Flarold  S.  Bareford  Collection,  October  1981,  Lot  324;  Stack’s 
session  of  Auction  ’82,  August  1982,  Lot  131;  Keith  Kelman  to  Haig 
Koshkarian  in  August  1982.  The  lot  ticket  from  the  Bareford  sale  accom- 
panies this  lot. 


Sharp  Mint  State  1818  Quarter 


62  1818  quarter.  B-2.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1815-1828  Capped  Bust,  Large  Diameter. 
By  John  Reich. 

Sharply  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse,  with  all  design  details 
well  defined.  All  dentils  are  present,  with  some  being  light  at  the 
top  of  the  reverse.  Lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate  golden 


toning.  Under  magnification  some  clash  marks  can  be  seen  on  the 
obverse  and  reverse.  A lovely  specimen,  especially  well  struck,  ol 
the  second  year  in  which  the  quarter  dollars  of  this  design  wert 
produced,  there  being  no  coinage  in  1816  and  1817.  Not  ofter 
does  an  example  of  this  quality  come  on  the  market,  and  when  ii 
does,  perhaps  caution  should  be  thrown  to  the  winds!  Here  in- 
deed is  a great  specimen,  a very  appealing  piece  at  this  grade  level 

Die  State:  Die  crack  from  star  7 arcs  around  head  to  stars  8,  9,  and  10  anc 
joins  a perpendicular  crack  through  star  10  to  rim.  A separate  light  crack  join; 
two  points  of  stars  10  and  11. 

Purchased  from  Mid-Continent  Coins,  Inc.,  Kansas  City,  Kansas, 
April  1968. 
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Splendid  Gem  1834  Capped  Bust  25^ 


(2x  photo) 

«63  1834  Capped  Bust  quarter.  B-4.  Rarity-l.  MS-66  (NGC). 


Type  and  designer:  1831-1838  Capped  Bust,  Small  Diameter. 
By  William  Kneass  (after  John  Reich). 

A splendid  specimen  with  light  golden  brown  toning  at  the 
centers  changing  to  delicate  blue  at  the  borders.  A “dream  coin” 
that  will  appeal  to  a very  wide  audience — collectors  of  high  nu- 
merically graded  pieces,  specialists  in  the  quarter  dollar  series,  and 
type  set  collectors.  The  present  piece  is  not  a rare  date,  but  the 
condition  can  be  viewed  as  simply  extraordinary.  Boldly  struck 
and  fully  lustrous,  exceptional  in  the  latter  regard,  a lively  and  at- 
tractive example. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

The  new  quarter  dollar  introduced  in  1831  was  more  than  a small  diameter 
version  of  the  preceding  dates,  as  other  changes  were  made,  including  discon- 
tinuation of  the  motto  E PLURIBUS  UNUM.  which  had  been  on  the  reverse 
of  the  design  earlier.  Accordingly  we  have  added  “No  Motto”  to  the  type  de- 
scription above. 

Cast  in  the  shadow  of  the  work  of  Christian  Gobrecht  of  the  same  era,  the 
artistry  of  William  Kneass  has  attracted  little  attention.  Kneass  did  relatively 
little  in  the  way  of  new  motifs,  the  Classic  Head  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle  of 
1834  being  his  claim  to  fame.  Kneass  also  did  work  earlier,  outside  of  the  Mint, 
but  this  has  never  been  studied  in  detail. 

Purchased  from  Le^qetid  Numismatics,  June  1997. 


Superb  1838  No  Drapery  Quarter  Dollar 


Gobrecht. 

Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre,  frosty  in  the  fields  and  showing  full 
cartwheel.  An  outstanding  example  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design 
in  the  quarter  dollar  series.  Seldom  seen  even  close  to  this  quality. 
Another  truly  memorable  coin  from  the  Koshkarian  cabinet,  an 
outstanding  example  of  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design 
in  the  quarter  dollar  denomination  and  one  of  the  very  finest  ex- 
tant of  this  first  year  ofissue.  The  configuration  of  this  early  style, 
with  small  obverse  stars,  without  drapery,  and  with  small  reverse 
letters,  gives  the  coin  an  artistic  effect  not  equaled  by  later  issues 
when  these  elements  were  modified. 

While  in  modern  times  the  first  year  of  issue  of  a given  coin  is 
often  hoarded  by  the  public,  this  did  not  happen  with  the  1838  quar- 
ter. The  novelty  was  not  appreciated,  and  pieces  simply  slipped  into 
circulation  without  notice.  The  same  is  true  for  the  first  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollar  (1839)  and  the  first  Liberty  Seated  dollar  with 
perched  eagle  reverse  (1840).  However,  quite  a few  Liberty  Seated 
half  dimes  and  dimes  from  the  first  year  ofissue  (1837)  were  saved. 

NGC  Census;  4;  3 finer  (MS-68*  finest). 

From  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries' January  2003  Rarities  Sale,  Lot 
253.  Purchased  from  John  B.  Hamrick,  at  Ron  Gillio’s  Lon^  Beach  Expo, 
February  2003. 


Choice  Mint  State  1853  Arrows  & Rays  250 


65  1853  quarter.  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Light  golden  toning  over  silvery  satiny  surfaces,  l ively  cart- 
wheel lustre.  This  design  is  one  of  relatively  few  in  the  United 
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States  senes  that  was  made  only  for  a single  year.  The  mintage  was 
extensive,  and  thus  quarter  dollars  of  this  style  are  not  rarities  to- 
day. However,  in  the  combination  of  choice  Mint  State  with  at- 
tractive surfaces,  examples  can  be  deemed  elusive.  An  attractive 
example  of  this  important  type. 

Die  State:  Notable  tlowlines  present  in  the  fields,  reverse  rotated  about  70° 
CCW. 

Purchased  from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  November  2000. 


Choice  1854  Arrows  Quarter  Dollar 


66  1854  quarter.  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1854-1855  Arrows  Only.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Medium  gray,  pale  blue  and  lilac  toning  with  some  splashes  of 
gold.  Satiny  lustre  on  both  sides.  A medium  toned  example  of  this 
popular  type.  Produced  only  in  1854  and  1855,  this  style  has  ar- 
rows at  date  but  lacks  the  rays  on  reverse. 

Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics,  February  2002. 


Exceptional  1861  Quarter  Dollar 


67  1861  quarter.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1838-1861  Liberty  Seated.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Brilliant,  satiny  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning,  particu- 
larly inside  the  rims.  Another  splendid  coin,  a date  readily  avail- 
able m lower  grades,  even  in  Mint  State,  but  not  often  seen  at  the 
MS-66  level  plus  with  attractive  surfaces.  A well  struck  and  frosty 
■xarnple  of  this  early  Civil  War  date. 

N(.i  ' >mus  .t  finer  (MS-f)7) 

I’urchased  from  A-Mark,  Noirmber  1972. 


Satiny  1873  Quarter  Dollar 
Arrows  at  Date 


68  1873  quarter.  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1873-1874  With  Arrows.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Rich  golden  orange  toning  at  the  center  changes  to  blue  and 
gold  at  the  borders,  though  the  central  reverse  retains  some  silvery 
color.  Nice  satiny  lustre.  A very  pleasing  specimen,  not  apt  to  gain 
much  attention  from  the  grading  number  assigned  by  NGC,  but 
perhaps  compensated  for  by  its  superb  eye  appeal.  While  this  coin 
will  bring  whatever  it  will  as  it  crosses  the  auction  block,  we  would 
not  be  a bit  surprised  if  it  were  to  leave  in  the  shade  a traditional 
“MS-62  price.” 

From  Bowers  and  Merena 's  sale  of  the  Tower  Hill  Collection,  Sep- 
tember 1993,  Lot  2246.  The  original  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 

Boldly  Lustrous  1887  Quarter  Gem 


69  1887  quarter.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1866-1891  Motto.  By  Christian  Gobrecht. 

Brilliant  satiny  surfaces,  pristine  and  hghtly  reflective,  with  a 
whisper  of  golden  toning  just  inside  the  rims.  About  as  nice  as  can 
be  imagined,  a frosty  delight  in  the  round.  A splendid  specimen,  a 
coin  with  anything  and  everything  desirable — nice  strike,  gorgeous 
toning  and,  for  good  measure,  a low  mintage  figure.  No  doubt 
another  connoisseur  will  win  this  lot,  thereby  assuring  its  passage 
from  one  fine  collection  to  another. 

Silver  coins  became  a glut  on  the  market  after  1878,  and  beginning  m 1879 
mintages  dropped  sharply  for  the  lower  denominations  (silver  dollars,  produced 
under  the  Bland-Allison  Act  of  February  28,  1878,  continued  to  be  made  in 
large  quantities,  although  few  people  needed  them).  By  tradition  it  would  have 
been  the  case  that  the  Mint  would  have  produced  no  circulation  strikes  at  all  for 
dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  of  the  next  few  years.  However,  within  the 
Mint  it  was  decided  that  this  would  create  rarities  that  would  yield  profits  to 
numismatists,  and  specifically  because  of  this,  quantities  of  circulation  strikes 
were  made,  to  the  extent  of  a few  thousand  pieces  or  more.  Essentially  the  same 
thing  happened  with  gold  dollars  and  $3  pieces  of  the  era. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena ’s  sale  of  the  Boys  Toum  Collection,  March 
1998,  Lot  1019. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1915-D  Quarter 


70  1915-D  quarter.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1892-1916  Barber.  By  Charles  E.  Barber. 

Light  golden  toning  with  hints  of  blue,  gray,  and  peripheral 
highlights  of  rich  orange.  A treat  to  the  eye,  a general  rule  for  the 
Koshkarian  Collection  coins.  A lovely  piece  from  the  twihght  era 
of  the  1892-1916  Barber  quarter  series.  Not  rare  as  a date  and  mint 
variety,  but  elusive  with  the  overall  eye  appeal  here  presented. 

Purchased  from  Steve  Estes,  November  1992. 

Superb  Gem  1917  Standing  Liberty  250 

Type  I Design,  Full  Head 


71  1917  quarter.  Type  I.  MS-66  FH  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1916-1917  Standing  Liberty  Type  1.  By 
Hermon  A.  MacNeil. 

A brilliant  specimen,  indeed  superb,  of  one  of  our  very  favor- 
ite motifs  m the  quarter  dollar  series.  The  beautiful  part  of  this 
issue  is  that  quite  a few  choice  and  gem  pieces  exist  throughout 
the  numismatic  community,  and  thus  the  present  offering  is  hardly 
unusual.  However,  the  demand  is  so  great  for  this  limited-pro- 
duction type,  that  auction  offerings  always  merit  great  attention 
from  bidders.  The  present  piece  is  simply  gorgeous!  The  surfaces 
are  opalescent  silver  gray  with  lovely  cartwheel  lustre  and  a nu- 
ance of  golden  toning.  Superb! 

In  1917  the  quarter  dollar  design  was  revised,  details  of  which  are  given  in 
Don  Ta.xay’s  excellent  book  United  States  Mint  and  Coinage,  and  elsewhere,  in- 
cluding in  Jay  Cline’s  studies  of  the  series.  While  popular  numismatic  tradition 
has  had  it  that  the  bare  breast  of  Miss  Liberty  was  sufficiently  distracting  and 
annoying  to  certain  members  of  the  public  that  a cover-up  was  demanded,  this 
is  not  supported  by  any  contemporary  newspaper  or  other  accounts.  Instead, 
the  introduction  of  a coat  of  mail  to  Miss  Liberty  is  supposed  to  have  repre- 
sented America’s  preparedness  for  war.  At  the  time,  the  World  War,  which  had 
commenced  in  August  1914,  heavily  involved  the  United  States,  not  as  a direct 
participant,  but  as  a supplier  of  munitions  and  even  personnel  to  combatants 
such  as  England  and  France.  Finally,  in  1918,  America  declared  war  and  ofFi- 
cially  joined  the  fray.  On  November  11,  1918,  armistice  was  declared  and  the 
conflict  came  to  an  end.  The  world  was  set  for  an  era  of  peace,  as  it  was  thought 
that  never  again  would  such  a wide  conflict  occur. 

Purchased  from  Hathaway  and  Bowers  Galleries,  July  1970. 


Nifty  1928-D  Quarter  Dollar 


72  1928-D  quarter.  Type  II.  MS-66*  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1917-1930  Standing  Liberty  Type  11.  By 
Hermon  A.  MacNeil. 

Gorgeous  mottled  gray  toning  with  an  area  of  rich  golden  color 
at  the  left  obverse  in  addition  to  shades  of  magenta,  green,  and 
other  undertones  on  satiny  surfaces.  Lovely  to  look  at,  the  only 
MS-66  coin  with  the  added  * designation  from  NGC.  Not  rare  in 
lower  grades,  but  in  MS-66  somewhat  elusive.  Add  to  this  attrac- 
tively high  number  the  aspect  of  lustrous,  iridescent  surfaces,  and 
the  result  is  a very  desirable  example. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer  within  designation.  Six  pieces  have  been  certi- 
fied MS-67,  with  a single  MS-67  FH. 

Purchased  from  Le^^end  Numismatics,  November  1992. 

Superb  Gem  1953-S  Quarter 


73  1953-S  quarter.  MS-67  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1932-1964  Washington,  Silver.  By  John 
Flanagan. 

Splashes  of  gold  around  the  rims.  Silvery  and  lustrous  at  the  cen- 
ters, a beautiful  coin.  NGC  has  certified  only  three  examples  as  MS- 
68.  High  grading  numbers  attached  to  modern  coins  have  attracted 
quite  a bit  of  attention  in  recent  times,  and  no  doubt  this  otherwise 
common  1953-S  quarter  will  play  to  a wide  audience  due  to  its  high 
technical  grade,  though  even  in  1965  this  piece  was  attractive  to  Dr. 
Koshkarian  due  to  its  fine  toning  and  overall  quality. 

Purchased  from  Grafs  Coin  Shop,  Chicago,  Illinois,  December  1 965. 

Superb  Gem  1976-S  Quarter  Dollar 


74  1976-S  quarter.  Bicentennial  Silver  Clad.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1776-1976  Bicentennial  Silver  Clad.  By 
John  Flanagan  (obverse);  jack  L.  Ahr  (reverse). 

A very  nice  example,  brilliant  and  lustrous,  of  a coin  that  is  not 
particularly  rare,  but  certainly  has  its  place  in  modern  numismatic 
history.  Most  observers  agree  that  the  distinctive  reverse  on  the  quar- 
ter dollar,  with  the  colonial  drummer  boy,  is  the  finest  of  the  three 
new  designs  prepared  for  the  Bicentenm.iL 
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HALF  DOLLARS 


Lovely  Flowing  Hair  1795  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


75  1795  half  dollar.  Overton-107.  Rarity-5.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1794-1795  Flowing  Hair.  By  Robert  Scot. 

Half  dollars  dated  1795  are  significantly  more  available  than 
those  bearing  the  1794  date,  the  combination  of  which  constitutes 
the  entire  production  of  the  short-lived  Flowing  Hair  design.  As 
with  other  issues  of  the  era,  a half  dollar  such  as  offered  here  was 
produced  simply  to  create  a coin  for  use  in  commerce,  not  for  nu- 
mismatic cabinets,  not  for  presentation,  and  not  for  any  other  rea- 
son. Conditions  were  rather  primitive  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
these  times,  and  the  coins  produced  often  reflect  the  troubles  and 
travails  of  the  times,  including  problems  with  coining  presses,  bro- 
ken dies,  irregular  incoming  shipments  of  metal,  and  more.  Be- 
cause of  this,  coins  from  the  1790s  each  have  a personality  that  may 
be  difficult  to  define  in  words,  but  which  contributes  to  the  charm 
that  such  pieces  engender. 

The  present  specimen,  described  in  detail  below,  is  one  of 
the  nicest  to  cross  the  auction  block  in  our  era,  considering  the 
combination  of  high  grade,  eye  appeal  and  other  factors,  includ- 
ing an  edge  lettering  treatment  that  merits  an  interesting  explana- 
tory note. 


A lovely  coin,  considerably  above  average  in  striking  quality, 
combined  with  an  absence  of  the  usually  seen  adjustment  marks 
except  at  the  absolute  e.xtreme  peripheries.  At  the  center,  the  hair 
strands  of  Miss  Liberty  are  very  well  defined  except  at  the  top  of 
the  head.  The  stars  are  complete  at  left  and  right,  somewhat  light 
at  the  centers.  The  lettering  and  numerals  are  bold.  The  dentils 
range  from  bold  to  light.  Around  the  rim  there  is  some  interesting 
evidence  of  silver  “push-up”  from  running  the  coin  through  the 
Castaing  edge-lettering  machine  after  it  was  struck,  a feature  not 
often  seen  but  well  worth  noting. 

The  reverse  is  quite  well  struck  with  most,  but  not  all  of  the 
eagle’s  feathers  defined,  including  most  at  the  center.  Obverse  and 
reverse  are  silvery  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of  golden  toning  and 
traces  of  light  reflectivity  on  the  reverse.  A few  diagonal  planchet 
flecks  are  noted  in  the  right  obverse  field.  A charming  and  well- 
preserved  example  of  this  issue. 

Die  State:  Significant  evidence  of  die  clashing  on  the  obverse,  less  so  on  the 
reverse.  Die  crack  from  truncation  of  bust  to  rim,  another  down  back  of  hair 
curls  through  1 of  date  to  rim.  stars  2 through  8 joined  at  outer  tips  by  a whis- 
per-thin crack. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  October  1986,  Lot  318.  Purchased  from  Anthony 
Terranova,  May  1987. 


AMr.iLic:AN  numismatic:  raki  iti-.s 


>iE  Classics  Sale 


31 


Landmark  1797  Small  Eagle  Half  Dollar 

15  Stars 

The  Norweb  Coin 
An  American  Numismatic  Treasure 


76  1797  O-lOla.  Rarity-5.  15  Stars.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1796-1797  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle.  By 
Robert  Scot, 

In  1988  when  the  collection  of  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry 
Norweb  was  offered  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  the  1797  half  dollar 
was  one  of  its  foremost  features — a coin  of  a litetime,  a piece  ot 
legendary  importance.  The  buyer  was  Dr.  Koshkarian,  who  was 
justifiably  proud  of  it,  receiving  congratulations  on  the  spot  from 
Dave  Bowers  and  others  of  the  company.  In  the  intervening  15 
years — time  Hies — the  piece  has  been  comfortably  cared  for  in  the 
Koshkarian  Collection.  Now  again  it  is  offered  tor  sale. 

It  is  appropriate  at  this  point  to  repeat  I'erbatim  the  description 
under  which  it  was  offered  in  the  Norweb  Collection: 

“Although  among  Draped  Bust  obverse.  Small  Eagle  reverse 
half  dollars  of  1796-1797,  a few  prooflike  1796  pieces,  the  year 
earlier,  exist — indeed,  refer  to  Lot  3024  |in  the  1988  Norweb 
sale] — in  Uncirculated  preservation,  never  mind  being  prooflike, 
the  1797  half  dollar  is  virtually  unknown.  Here  is  a marvelous  ex- 


ception, a classic  coin  which  will  be  forever  remembered  as  one  of 
the  great  legendary  rarities  of  the  Norweb  Collection.” 

To  add  to  that,  we  might  add  that  this  piece  displays  reflective, 
lustrous  surfaces  that  exhibit  a rich  panorama  of  old  toning,  pre- 
dominately gold  and  silver  gray  with  areas  of  deep  violet  and  blue 
on  the  right  side  of  the  obverse  and  near  the  base  of  the  reverse.  A 
curved  lintmark  is  present  above  Liberty’s  cleavage.  Were  this  coin 
not  rare,  it  would  still  be  beautiful — the  frosty  devices  stand  out 
from  the  prooflike  fields  in  fully  realized  detail,  the  toning  is  origi- 
nal and  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  1988  Norweb  sale,  the  fields  are 
free  of  all  but  the  most  minor  contact  points,  the  finer  details  of 
the  die  such  as  Liberty’s  hair  and  the  eagle’s  feathers  are  neatly 
rendered,  and  the  inevitable  adjustment  marks  are  reserved  to  the 
extreme  reverse  periphery  with  no  interruption  of  the  centnil  de- 
vices as  so  often  seen  on  this  type.  Speaking  of  this  t^ye.  it  is  with- 
out any  question  the  rarest  type  of  the  entire  American  silver  se- 
ries, a great  challenge  more  often  than  not  entirely  omitted  from 
type  sets  and  when  included  often  found  m wretched — even 
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holed — condition.  The  very  fact  that  the  piece  representing  this 
t>pe  in  the  Haig  Koshkarian  collection  is  either  the  finest  known 
specimen  or  tied  for  that  honor  with  one  other  example  speaks 
volumes  about  this  notable  set.  Although  an  occasional  prooflike 
hall  dollar  of  1796  is  found  in  Mint  State  condition,  the  same  can- 
not be  said  for  those  dated  1797.  Only  a few  pieces  of  Mint  State 
quality  are  known,  with  only  the  former  Lelan  Rogers  coin — a 
piece  that  brought  over  $500,000  at  public  sale  in  1995 — in  close 
competition  with  this  one  for  finest  known  honors.  The  present 
Norweb  specimen  is  further  pedigreed  to  Stack’s  November  1955 
sale  of  the  Baldenhofer  Collection,  where  it  was  described  as: 

“ 1797.  a superb  example  of  this  very  rare  date.  The  finest  strik- 
ing we  have  ever  seen.  We  cannot  conceive  that  this  specimen  could 
be  excelled.  The  coin  was  purchased  as  a Proof,  however  to  con- 
servatively grade  it  we  will  caO  it  prooflike  surface,  definitely  one 


of  the  first  coins  to  leave  the  dies.  Perfecdy  centered  at  deep  mill- 
ing, perfect  color.  AU  the  requisites  that  the  advanced  and  critical 
collector  desires.  . . a real  prize!” 

That  description,  written  before  many  of  the  present  genera- 
tion of  collectors  were  even  born,  is  as  accurate  as  ever.  This  ex- 
ample is  the  prize  of  the  Koshkarian  type  set  and,  quite  simply, 
one  of  the  most  desirable  18th-century  U.S.  coins  extant.  Perhaps 
more  words  would  be  tantamount  to  gilding  the  lily,  except  that 
we  should  note  that  in  2004  there  are  many  more  buyers  of  high 
quality  coins  than  there  were  in  either  1955  or  1988.  Accordingly, 
we  expect  competition  to  be  intense,  if  not  downright  fierce,  and 
deservedly  so.  Who  knows — perhaps  a generation  will  again  pass 
before  this  memorable  piece  crosses  the  auction  block. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Baldenhofer  Collection,  November  1955,  Lot 
676;  Bowers  and  Merena  's  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  November  1 988, 
Lot  3027. 
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Boldly  Lustrous  Mint  State  1806  500 


(2x  photo) 

77  1806  half  dollar.  0-109.  Rarity-1.  Pointed  6,  Stem  not 

through  Claw.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1801-1807  Draped  Bust,  Heraldic  Eagle. 
By  Robert  Scot. 

Sharply  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse,  including  the  stars,  hair, 
and  just  about  everything  else.  Amazing,  extraordinary,  seldom 
seen!  Half  dollars  of  this  design,  are  notable  for  flat  striking,  as  are 
related  dimes,  half  dimes,  and  quarters.  Not  one  in  100  is  as  well 
struck  as  this.  Taken  alone,  no  matter  what  the  numerical  grade 
might  be,  a coin  of  this  caliber  is  worthy  of  a record  price.  How- 
ever, the  good  news  does  not  stop  here.  The  coin  is  indeed  in  high 
grade,  is  boldly  lustrous,  has  brilliant  silver  surfaces  with  delicate 
champagne  toning,  and  has  absolutely  superb,  stunning  eye  ap- 
peal. Watch  this  one  go! 

Die  State:  Several  sets  of  clash  marks  may  be  seen  on  both  sides. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  March  1990,  Lot  88. 


Near  Gem  1808  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 


78  1808  half  dollar.  0-103.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1807-1836  Capped  Bust,  Lettered  Edge. 
By  John  Reich. 

Sharply  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse,  amazing,  wonderful — a 
dazzling  and  frosty  piece  that  will  be  long  remembered  for  this 
aspect  alone,  but  there  is  more.  Somewhat  similar  to  the  preced- 
ing 1806,  this  coin  is  brilliant  and  exhibits  remarkable  cartwheel 
lustre.  A nuance  of  golden  toning  completes  the  picture.  We  have 
never  seen  a finer  1808  half  dollar  anywhere,  and  doubt  if  any  of 
the  bidders  at  the  sale  have  either.  Whatever  you  pay,  you  will  have 
something  that  no  amount  of  money  will  buy  the  next  day,  unless 
you  care  to  part  with  this  extraordinary  piece. 

Die  State:  Die  crack  from  rim  at  E of  AMERICA  joins  the  tops  of  the  last 
several  letters  of  that  word  before  reaching  the  nm  again  below  the  lowest  arrow- 
head, crack  from  rim  above  I of  UNITED  joins  the  tops  of  the  last  several  letters 
of  that  word  and  the  first  S in  STATES,  another  crack  present  atop  S OF  A. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena 's  sale  if  the  Seining  and  Garlic  Collections, 
March  1996,  Lot  1474. 
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Frosty  1831  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

79  1831  half  dollar.  0-103.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer;  1807-1836  Capped  Bust,  Lettered  Edge. 
By  John  Reich. 

Sharply  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Brilliant  with  delicate 
golden  toning.  Another  wonderful  coin,  not  as  amazing  in  this 
regard  as  the  earlier  offered  1808,  but  still  very  exceptional.  An- 
other coin  worthy  of  a “stretch”  bid. 

From  Slav  Joy’s  Charrnotit  Sale,  Aiij^iist  1983,  Lot  3461. 


Toned  Gem  1836  500 

Lettered  Edge 


(2x  photo) 

80  1836  half  dollar.  0-115.  Rarity-3.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-66* 


(NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1807-1836  Capped  Bust,  Lettered  Edge. 
Byjohn  Reich. 

A lovely,  lustrous  coin,  above  average  in  strike,  with  some  trivial 
lightness  scarcely  worth  mentioning.  Lustrous  fields  of  magenta, 
gold,  and  blue,  as  pretty  as  a fine  work  of  art.  The  satiny  cartwheel 
is  impeccable,  and  the  visual  appeal  is  about  as  nice  as  can  be  imag- 
ined. Perhaps  one  of  the  finest  knowm  examples  of  this  date. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

From  Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  the Jascha  Heifetz  Collection,  October 
1989,  Lot  866.  Purchased  from  John  Rogers,  October  1989. 
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Lustrous  Gem  1837  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

81  1837  half  dollar.  Reeded  Edge.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1836-1837  Reeded  Edge.  50  CENTS.  By 
Christian  Gobrecht. 

Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a whisper  of  golden  toning  inside 
the  rims.  Frosty  and  exhibiting  exceptional  eye  appeal,  even  for 
the  gem  level.  A very  nice  example  of  this  short-lived  design. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Witham  and  Sansoucy  Collec- 
tions, September  1992,  Lot  1349.  Purchased  from  Legend  Numismatics, 
November  1992. 


Exquisitely  Toned  1839  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

82  1839  half  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1838-1839  Capped  Bust,  HALF  DOL.  By 
Christian  Gobrecht. 

Light  golden  and  magenta  toning  at  the  center  changes  to  pale 
blue  around  the  borders  in  dramatic  and  exceptional  fashion.  Boldly 
lustrous,  with  dehghtful  cartwheel,  well  struck  and  finely  preserved. 
One  of  the  very  prettiest  specimens  of  this  type  we’ve  ever  en- 
countered, and  a date  which  is  rare  in  gem  condition.  A very  strong 
bid  will  undoubtedly  be  required  to  take  this  home! 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer 

Purchased  from  Larry  Whitlow,  June  1992. 
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Choice  AU  1839  No  Drapery  500 


83  1839  Liberty  Seated.  No  Drapery.  AU-58  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1839-1866  Liberty  Seated.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning  and  lovely 
eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena ’s  sale  of  the  Boys  Town  Collection,  March 
1998,  Lot  1197. 

Richly  Toned  1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays  500 

From  the  Norweb  Collection 


84  1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Light  lilac  and  gold  toning  at  the  center  changes  to  gray  and 
rainbow  iridescence  at  the  borders.  The  surfaces  are  satiny  and  the 
eye  appeal  is  superb.  A lovely  e.xample  of  this  single-year  type. 

Die  State:  Stars  1 1 through  13  are  joined  by  three  separate  die  cracks,  one  of 
which  curves  from  an  inner  point  of  star  12,  to  star  13,  and  inwards  to  Liberty’s 
ankle. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena's  sale  of  the  Noru>eh  Collection,  November 
1988,  Lot  3161.  Earlier  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  November 
1954.  The  original  Norweb  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 


Delightful  1854-0  Arrows  500 


85  1854-0  half  dollar.  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1854-1855  Arrows  Only.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Light  golden  toning  over  fully  lustrous  surfaces. 

Purchased  from  John  Franklin,  LLC  John  Rogers),  April  1998. 


Stunning  Gem  1859  Half  Dollar 


86  1859  half  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1839-1866  Liberty  Seated.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Satiny  surfaces  with  just  a hint  of  cham- 
pagne toning.  An  absolutely  splendid  circulation  strike,  about  as 
nice  as  when  it  dropped  from  the  dies. 

NGC  Census:  6;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Boys  Town  Collection,  March 
1998,  Lot  1227. 
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Artistic  Gem  1874  Arrows  500 


(2x  photo) 

87  1874  half  dollar.  Arrows.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1873-1874  With  Arrows.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Rich  golden  toning  over  silvery  centers,  framed  by  electric  blue 
around  the  borders.  Absolutely  gorgeous,  satiny  and  fully  lustrous, 
a coin  with  remarkable  and  artistic  visual  appeal.  NGC  has  graded 
5 pieces  finer  in  a technical  sense,  but  we  have  never  seen  a more 
attractive  specimen  of  this  date  or  short-lived  type. 

Purchased  from  Larry  Whitlow,  June  1992. 


Superlative  1882  Half  Dollar 
MS-67*  (NGC) 


(2x  photo) 

88  1882  half  dollar.  MS-67  * (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1866-1891  With  Motto.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Brilliant  and  .somewhat  prooflike.  Frosty  with  cameo  contrast 
between  the  fields  and  the  exceptionally  sharp  devices.  A sugges- 
tion of  golden  toning  is  present  inside  the  rims.  A circulation  strike 
of  extraordinary  quality  and  beauty. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

Purchased  from  A-Mark,  Noivmbcr  1972. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1892  Barber  500 


Scarce  1951  FBL  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


91  1951  half  dollar.  MS-66  FBL  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1948-1963  Franklin.  Byjohn  R.  Sinnock. 
Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  some  splashes  of  gold  around  the 
border.  Very,  very  attractive,  an  exceptional  specimen  of  the  date. 
NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 

Purchased  from  H.S.  Perlin  Co.,  La Jolla,  California,  December  1981. 


Gem  1964-D  Kennedy  Half  Dollar 


92  1964-D  half  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1964  Kennedy,  Silver.  By  Gilroy  Roberts 
(obverse);  Frank  Gasparro  (reverse). 

Intense  medium  gold  and  iridescent  toning  on  the  obverse. 
Silver  on  the  reverse  with  splashes  of  iridescence. 

Purchased  from  Allstate  Coin  Co.,  September  1994. 


89  1892  half  dollar.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1892-1915  Barber.  By  Charles  E.  Barber. 
Creamy,  satiny  surfaces.  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and,  although 
no  one  knows  its  history,  equal  m quahty  to  a presentation  coin. 
Very  special  to  say  the  least. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  .diiijnsf  1981. 


Superb  1945  Half  Dollar 


90  1945  half  dollar.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1916-1947  Walking  Liberty.  By  Adolph 
Weinman. 

Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  above  average  strike. 

Purchased  from  .Mitchell’s  Coin  Slurp,  La  Jolla,  California,  January 
/969 


Lustrous  1976-S  Bicentennial  500 


93 


1976-S  half  dollar.  Bicentennial  Silver  Clad.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1776-1976  Silver,  Clad.  By  Gilroy  Roberts 
(obverse);  Seth  G.  Huntington  (reverse). 

Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a nuance  of  golden  toning. 
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SILVER  DOLLARS 


Incredible  Gem  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 

The  Bowers  Plate  Coin 


94  1795  dollar.  Bowers  Borckardt-27,  Bolender-5.  Rarity-1. 

MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1794-1795  Flowing  Hair.  By  Robert  Scot. 

A lovely  specimen,  above  average  in  strike,  some  lightness  of 
detail  at  the  reverse  center,  as  normal.  Some  mint-caused  adjust- 
ment marks  around  the  periphery  of  the  obverse  are  not  unusual 
and,  in  this  case,  are  most  notable  at  the  left  border.  The  stars  are 
sharp,  the  hair  on  Miss  Liberty  is  well  defined,  and  all  of  the  eagle’s 
feathers  are  discernible,  although  on  the  highest  point  of  the  breast 
they  are  not  sharp.  The  leaves  are  definitive  as  are  the  letters.  The 
surfaces  are  brilliant  silvery  gray  and  show  exceptional  lustre.  The 
denricles  atop  the  reverse  are  somewhat  flatly  struck,  but  most  other 
details  are  crisp,  including  the  edge  lettering.  No  flaws  require 


notice,  and  the  superlatives  almost  caimot  be  lavished  to  e.xcess. 
This  is  one  of  the  finest  known  specimens  of  this  variety,  the  coin 
chosen  as  the  plate  coin  in  Q.  David  Bowers’  Silivr  Dollar  Encyclo- 
pedia and  a highlight  of  the  Koshkarian  cabinet,  off  the  market  since 
its  purchase  in  1991.  A truly  spectacular  coin. 

NGC  Census:  4 (including  one  *);  2 finer  among  all  specimens  of  this  date 
(MS-66  finest). 

Die  State:  Bowers’  state  IV  (described  in  that  work  as  not  seen  by  the  au- 
thor), with  very  subtle  evidence  of  a clash  mark  coming  from  Liberty’s  chin  and 
visible  under  scrutiny. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Marvin  Matlock  Collection, 
March  1991,  Lot  460.  The  original  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 
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Lovely  Mint  State  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


95  1795  dollar.  BB-51,  B-14.  Rarity-2.  Draped  Bust.  MS-62 

(NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1795-1798  Draped  Bust,  Small  Eagle.  By 
Robert  Scot. 

Silver  gray  and  lilac  tones  mingle  with  golden  highlights  to  re- 
markable effect.  Excellent  lustre.  A lovely  specimen,  far  above  av- 
erage in  strike,  although  with  some  lightness  at  the  center  of  the 
reverse.  The  obverse  is  definitive  for  the  design,  including  the  hair 
strands,  star  points,  and  all  the  features  of  the  numerals  and  letters. 
The  reverse  has  some  lightness  of  feathers  in  the  eagle’s  breast,  fiiO 
feathers  on  the  eagle’s  wing,  excellent  detail  of  the  vegetation  to 


the  left  and  right,  and  sharply  defined  letters.  Obverse  and  reverse 
surfaces  are  highly  prooflike.  A few  mint-caused  adjustment  marks 
can  be  discerned  near  the  central  obverse.  The  dentils  on  obverse 
and  reverse  are  exceptional. 

This  variety,  with  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  set  slightly  far- 
ther to  the  left  than  it  should  be,  is  believed  to  be  the  very  first 
appearance  in  American  coinage  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse,  the 
progenitor  of  a motif  that  was  continued  in  various  series  through 
1807-1808,  its  final  appearance  being  on  the  half  cent  of  the  latter 
date. 

Purchased  from  Anthony  Terranova,  October  1992. 
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Showcase  Mint  State  1802  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

96  1802  dollar.  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  Narrow  Date.  MS-64 

(NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1798-1804  Draped  Bust  Heraldic  Eagle. 
By  Robert  Scot. 

Sharply  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse,  exceptionally  so,  and 
marvelous  as  such.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning 
and  full  cartwheel  lustre.  Excellent  dentilation.  A showcase  coin,  a 
specimen  the  likes  of  which  have  few  equals  anywhere,  even  in  the 
great  cabinets  in  American  numismatic  history.  The  silver  dollar 
specialist  will  want  to  bid  liberally  to  acquire  this,  and  the  type  set 
specialist  may  wish  to  compete  with  equal  enthusiasm.  It  may  be 
years  until  a comparable  specimen  becomes  available. 

N(;C  Census:  5;  4 finer  (MS-65). 

Purchased  from  Lej^ctid  Numismatics,  March  1995. 


Choice  Mint  State  1859-0  Dollar 


97  1859-0  dollar.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1840-1865  Liberty  Seated.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Delicate  golden  toning.  Absolutely 
gorgeous.  This  piece,  which  shows  relatively  few  contact  marks,  is 
exceptional  in  the  context  of  the  1859-0  half  dollar,  as  the  vast 
majority  are  heavily  bagged.  A find  for  the  specialist  or  savvy  type 
collector. 

Purchased  from  Le^^end  Numismatics,  December  1992. 


Decidedly  Choice  1873  Seated  $1 


98  1873  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1866-1873  Liberty  Seated  With  Motto.  By 
Christian  Gobrecht. 

Brilliant  with  frosty  lustre.  Full  of  visual  appeal  and  boasting 
strong  originality.  The  last  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design. 

From  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  William  R.  Sieck  Collection, 
August  1981,  Lot  156;  Steve  Ivy’s  Charmont  Sale,  August  1983,  Lot 
3852.  The  original  Sieck  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 
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Superlative  Gem  1885-0  Morgan  Dollar 


Nearly  Perfect  1976-S  Bicentennial  Dollar 


99  1885-0  dollar.  MS-67  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1878-1921  Morgan.  By  George  T.  Mor- 
gan. 

Well  struck  with  satiny  lustre  and  a hint  of  golden  toning  at  the 
rims.  A frosty  gem.  Only  seven  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC. 
From  Cunningham’s  sale  of  October  1980. 


102  1976-S  dollar.  Bicentennial  Silver.  MS-67  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1776-1976  Bicentennial,  Silver,  Clad.  By 
Frank  Gasparro  (obverse);  Dennis  R.  Williams  (reverse). 

BriUiant  with  satiny  lustre. 

Purchased  from  Clairemont  Coins,  February  1988. 


Beautiful  Gem  1924  Dollar 


TRADE  DOLLAR 


100  1924  dollar.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1921-1935  Peace  Dollar.  By  Anthony 
DeFrancisci. 

Creamy  satiny  lustre  with  a nuance  of  gray  toning.  A beautiful 
gem  e.xample  of  this  popular  design  type. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  October  1980. 


Lustrous  1972-S  Eisenhower  Dollar 


101  1972-S  dollar.  Silver.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1971-1974  Eisenhower,  Silver,  Clad.  By 
Frank  Gasparro. 

Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre. 

Purchased  from  Clairemont  Coins,  February  1988. 


Brilliant  Mint  State  1876-S  Trade  $1 


103  1876-S  trade  dollar.  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1873-1885  Trade  doUar.  By  William  Bar- 
ber. 

Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  remarkably  lustrous.  A superb 
e.xample  illustrating  the  American  trade  dollar. 

From  Superior’s  sale  of  the  Buddy  Ebsen  Collection,  May/June  1987, 
Lot  1989.  The  original  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 
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GOLD  DOLLARS 

QUARTER  EAGLES 

Choice  Mint  State  1852  Gold  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

104  1852  gold  dollar.  Type  I.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1849-1854  Liberty  Head.  By  James  B. 
Longacre. 

Brilliant,  attractive,  and  nicely  struck. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  December  1981. 


Choice  AU  1854  Type  II  Gold  Dollar 


105  1854  gold  dollar.  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1854-1856  Indian  Small  Head.  By  James 
B.  Longacre. 

Brilliant  and  attractive  with  strong  satiny  lustre. 

From  Kagin’s  1983  ANA  Auction,  San  Diego,  California,  August 
1983,  Lot  3069. 


Charming  Gem  1874  Gold  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


106  1874  gold  dollar.  Type  III.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1856-1889  Indian,  Large  Head.  By  James 
B.  Longacre. 

Brilliant  with  creamy  lustre.  A nice  example  of  this  popular 
date. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  August  1982. 


Very  Choice  1901  Quarter  Eagle 


107  1901  quarter  eagle.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1840-1907  Coronet.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A very  attractive  example  from  the  first 
year  of  the  20th  century. 

From  Kagin’s  1983  ANA  Auction,  August  1983,  Lot  3129. 

Lustrous  1908  Quarter  Eagle 


108  1908  quarter  eagle.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1908-1925  Indian.  By  Bela  Lyon  Pratt. 
Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Purchased from  Bouvrs  and  Ruddy,  July  1982. 


THREE-DOLLAR  GOLD  PIECES 


Pleasing  Mint  State  1854  $3 


109  1854  three  dollar  gold.  MS-61  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1854-1889  Indian  Head.  By  James  B. 
Longacre. 

Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A few  marks  here  and  there.  The  only 
year  with  the  word  DOLLARS  in  small  letters. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  May  1982. 
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HALF  EAGLES 


Gem  1901/0-S  $5 


110  1901/0-S  half  eagle.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1866-1908  Coronet,  With  Motto.  By 
Christian  Gobrecht. 

Sharply  struck,  brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  specimen 
of  the  only  20th-century  overdate  in  the  Liberty  Head  gold  series. 
NGC  Census;  10;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

Punhased from  Keith  Kelman,  May  1982. 


Very  Choice  1913  Eagle 


113  1913  eagle.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1908-1933  Indian.  With  Motto.  By- 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens. 

Brilliant  and  lustrous.  ILich  golden  surfaces.  A splendid  ex- 
ample of  the  1913  date. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  October  1981. 


DOUBLE  EAGLES 


Satiny  1910  Half  Eagle 


111  1910  half  eagle.  MS-62  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1908-1929  Indian.  By  Bela  Lyon  Pratt. 
Brilliant  -with  satiny  fields.  A lovely  example. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  May  1982. 


EAGLES 


Choice  1901  Eagle 


112  1901  eagle.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1866-1907  Coronet.  By  Christian 
Gobrecht. 

Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Satiny  fields  are  of  exceptional  beauty 
and  offer  the  look  of  a finer  grade. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  Aui^ist  1982. 


Lovely  Mint  State  1900  Double  Eagle 


1 14  1900  double  eagle.  MS-64  (NGC) . 

Type  and  designer:  1877-1907  Coronet,  TWENTY  DOL- 
LARS. By  James  B.  Longacre.  | 

Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive.  A tar  above  average  ex-i 
ample  of  this  popular  date.  i 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  December  1981. 


Brilliant  1928  Double  Eagle 


115  1928  double  eagle.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Type  and  designer:  1908-1933  With  Motto.  By  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens. 

Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Another  beautiful  double  e.igle.  .ilthough 
not  particularly  rare.  The  last  readily  collectible  date  in  the  Samt- 
Gaudens  series. 

Purchased  from  Keith  Kelman,  Ocfi'/vr  /9,S’/. 
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THE  HAIG  A.  KOSHKARIAN 
DENOMINATION  SETS 


SMALL  CENTS 

The  Koslikarian  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  set  had  its  origins 
m a partial  EF  set  began  in  the  mid  1960s,  with  most  of  the  original 
nieces  coming  from  the  local  B&B  Coins  of  Topeka,  Kansas  and 
-through  the  mail  from  Paramount  (which,  at  this  and  various  later 
rimes,  included  our  own  Dave  Bowers  on  staff,  in  addition  to  other 
,.vell  known  numismatists  like  David  Akers,  Ron  Howard,  Tom 
-'Mulvaney,  Carl  W. A.  Carlson  and  Dr.  Pdck  Bagg — this  covering  the 
-'ra  from  the  mid  1960s  to  the  1970s;  at  one  time  Ray  Merena  was 
tjeneral  manager).  Dr.  Koshkarian  slowly  and  carefully  upgraded  the 
set  to  its  present  state  in  the  mid  1990s,  with  a large  proportion  of  the 
':oins  now  included  coming  from  Jack  Beymer  and  Alan  Kreuzer, 
^:wo  well-known  California  dealers.  Other  pieces  were  added  from 
The  inventories  of  Eagle  Eye  Rare  Coins  (Rick  Snow),  Bowers  and 
-Merena  Galleries,  Doug  Bird,  Clairemont  Coins,  John  Franklin,  Jeff 
IKierstedt  (a  fellow  New  Hampshireite),J.J.  Teaparty,  and  Steve  Estes. 

Dr.  Koshkarian’s  Lincoln  cent  set  began  as  most  Lincoln  sets  do  - 
-from  circulation  - at  a time  in  the  1950s  when  Dr.  Koshkarian  was  in 
^elementary  school  and  could  still  find  all  but  the  keys  in  pocket  change. 
"The  keys  that  evaded  young  Haig  were  purchased  from  dealers  in  the 
Xhicago  area,  and  the  set  was  upgraded  slowly  to  the  EF  level,  then 
cto  an  AU/Unc.  set  in  Topeka,  Kansas  in  the  1960s.  The  present  set 
■ was  largely  assembled  from  the  late  1980s  on,  with  a few  dating  back 
cto  the  1960s.  Most  of  those  currently  included  were  purchased  from 
“the  inventories  of  Steve  Estes  andjack  Beymer,  with  additional  pur- 
chases from  Paramount,  Superior  Galleries,  Clairemont  Coins,  B&B 
ICoins  of  Topeka,  Premiere  Coin  Company,  Allstate  Coin  Company, 
I-Bowers  and  Merena,  Mitchell’s  Coin  Shop,  Waukegan  Coin  Shop, 
rand  WilHam  Dominick.  Dr.  Koshkarian  chose  to  focus  on  pursuing 
Ipleasing  brown  to  red/brown  coins  in  this  set  rather  than  striving  for 
“more  red  as  he  did  with  his  set  of  Indian  cents. 


Gem  Proof  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent  Rarity 

America’s  Most  Desirable  Small  Cent 


116  1856  Flying  Eagle.  Snow-4.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Pale  lustrous 

golden  brown  with  lilac  overtones,  and  with  reflective  fields  and 
lightly  frosted  motifs  that  form  a faint  yet  pleasing  cameo  contrast. 
Some  faint  reverse  flecks  make  their  presence  known  under  low 
magnification,  though  none  intrude  on  the  unaided  eye.  A sharply 
struck  gem  specimen  of  what  may  very  well  be  America’s  most 
desirable  small  cent  issue,  an  issue  that  has  garnered  heavy  interest 
in  collecting  circles  literally  since  the  date  it  was  struck  (and  later 
reslwcfe).  Just  four  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  than 
the  present  coin  by  NGC,  a worthwhile  consideration  when  you 
plan  your  bidding  strategy  on  the  present  lot.  A classic  American 
rarity,  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  is  a coin  that  brings  great  dis- 
tinction to  a collection  no  matter  what  its  grade.  When  found  in 
gem  caliber,  as  here  with  the  Koshkarian  specimen,  this  elusive 
and  famous  issue  is  an  important  property  indeed. 

NGC  Census:  18;  4 finer  (Proof-67  finest). 


117  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (NGC).  A frosty  and  lustrous  golden 

specimen  that  approaches  the  gem  level  in  many  ways.  A touch  of 
faintness  at  the  eagle’s  tail  feathers  is  seen,  as  often  found  for  the 
date;  it  does  little  to  detract  from  the  obvious  overall  quality  of  the 
present  coin.  Decidedly  choice  and  absolutely  appealing. 


118  1858  Large  Letters.  MS-64  (NGC).  Warm  satiny  golden  brown 

with  strong  underlying  lustre  and  plenty  of  eye  appeal  for  the  type 
and  grade.  Nicely  struck. 

On  the  Large  Letters  variety,  as  here,  the  letters  A and  M in  AMERICA 
touch  at  their  bases,  while  those  same  letters  are  distinctly  separated  on  the  Small 
Letters  variety. 
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119  1858  Small  Letters.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  golden  brown  with 

pale  rose  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  and  thoroughly  appealing  for 
the  assigned  grade. 

An  interesting  obverse  die  crack  unites  the  bottoms  of  AMER.  then  juts 
diagonally  upward  from  the  base  of  the  R to  the  top  of  the  1 that  follows. 


120  1859  MS-64  (NGC).  A frosty  and  brilliant  specimen  with  strong 
carCw'heel  lustre  and  grand  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  A 
one-year-only  type — in  1860  the  unadorned  reverse  laurel  wreath 
of  the  present  type  was  replaced  by  an  oak  wreath  with  a federal 
shield  at  its  top,  a design  that  lasted  to  the  end  of  the  design  type 
in  1909. 

121  Trio  of  NGC-certified  copper-nickel  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1860 
MS-63.  Round  Bust  ☆ 1862  MS-64  ☆ 1864  MS-64.  A lustrous 
group  of  golden  Indian  cents.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


122  1861  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  golden  gem  specimen  with  strong 

lustre  and  eye  appeal  that  merits  the  assigned  grade. 


123  1863  MS-65  (NGC).  Remarkable  lustre  blazes  across  the  pale 
golden  surfaces  of  this  lively,  lovely  gem.  A sharp  and  appealing 
specimen. 

124  NGC-ccrtificd  bronze  Indian  cent  threesome:  ☆ 1864  MS- 
65  BN.  Generous  amounts  of  red  with  blue  and  lilac  highlights  ☆ 
1865  Fancy  5.  MS-65  BN.  Deep  tan  with  a generous  helping  of 
mint  red  ☆ 1868  MS-63  ILB.  Considerably  more  “R”  than  “B” 
on  the  lustrous  surfaces  of  this  pleasing  cent.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


125  1864  L on  Ribbon.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A high  degree  oflustre 

graces  the  satiny  golden  brown  surfaces  of  this  gem  Indian  cent. 
Generous  amounts  of  mint  red  blend  melodiously  with  medium 
golden  brown  and  electric  blue  highlights.  A gem  in  all  regards. 

The  L on  the  Indian’s  headdress  ribbon  (for  James  Barton  Longacre,  the 
coin’s  designer)  made  its  appearance  on  the  bronze  cents  in  late  1864  and  re- 
mained on  the  design  type  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1909. 


126  1866  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Bursts  of  rich  red  blend  warmly  with 

deep  brown  highlights  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  pale 
golden  with  some  deeper  highlights  on  the  high  points.  A popular 
semi-key  date  from  the  early  days  of  bronze  Indian  cent  coinage. 


127  1867  Snow-5.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Repunched  1 in  date.  Lus- 

trous satiny  red  with  subdued  brown  and  tan  highlights. 

Snow-5.  “Very  similar  to  #4  above,  the  repunching  being  slightly  thicker  at 
the  base  of  the  1.  Late  die  states  show  a crack  connecting  the  base  of  the  date.” 
On  the  present  specimen,  the  die  crack  continues  well  around  the  periphery, 
connecting  much  of  the  legend. 


128  1869  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  deep  tan  with  gen- 

erous amounts  of  mint  red  in  the  protected  areas.  A lovely  coin  for 
the  assigned  grade. 


129  1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A frosty  and  lustrous  gem  with  a touch 
of  electric  blue  on  chiefly  red  surfaces.  A delightfully  attractive 
coin  despite  a hint  of  striking  weakness  at  the  top  ot  the  reverse. 

130  1871  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  A bright  golden  red  example  of  one  of 
the  most  popular  low-mintage  key  dates  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 
The  strike  is  strong  and  the  eye  appeal  is  equal  to  the  task — in 
short,  a very  pleasing  coin  for  the  grade. 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1872  Indian  Cent 


131  1872  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Strong  underlying  red  and  brown 

mingle  in  a grand  manner  on  this  satiny,  lustrous  gem  example  of 
one  of  the  prominent  key  dates  in  the  Indian  cent  series.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date,  with  just  a hint  of  weakness  at  the  top  of  the 
reverse  shield,  an  area  of  the  design  that  is  often  flat  and  unappeal- 
ing on  specimens  of  the  date,  even  at  the  gem  level.  Only  seven 
examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  within  the  RB  desig- 
nation by  NGC.  Sure  to  please! 

NGC  Census:  69;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-66  I^). 


132  1873  Close  3.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Frosty  red  and  brown  with 

strong  lustre.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  and  grade  combina- 
tion. 


133  1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A glistening  red  and  brown 
gem  with  strong  lustre  and  grand  eye  appeal.  The  amount  of  red 
on  the  surfaces  easily  matches  the  brown  and  tan  it  mingles  with, 
making  for  a pleasing  coin  in  all  regards.  For  the  record,  just  five 
examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  by  NGC  within  the 
ILB  designation. 

NGC  Census:  25;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-66  ltJ3). 

134  Pair  of  NGC-certified  Indian  cents:  1874  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous 
red  and  brown  woodgrain  surfaces  ☆ 1875  MS-64  BN.  Plenty  of 
underlying  red  here!  (Total:  2 pieces) 

135  1876  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of  fiery  orange-red 
adorn  the  satiny  tan  surfaces  of  this  attractive  Indian  cent.  Sharply 
struck  and  aesthetically  appeahng. 


Key  Date  1877  Indian  Cent  Rarity 
Choice  MS-64  RB  NGC 


136  1877  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A delightfully  satiny  and  highly  lustrous 

example  of  the  key  date  in  the  Indian  cent  series.  Deep  golden  or- 
ange and  tan  vie  for  dominance  on  the  surfaces,  the  whole  being 
about  “50-50”  for  distribution  between  the  two  dominant  colors. 
Fewer  than  one  million  examples  of  the  date  were  struck  (852,500 
pieces  to  be  more  precise),  and  examples  in  any  grade  approaching 
choice  Mint  State  (as  here)  are  always  welcomed  with  opened  arms 
by  the  numismaric  community.  Indeed,  in  Mint  State  the  1877  In- 
dian cent  is  much  rarer  than  its  counterpart  in  Proof  grades,  which 
tends  to  place  an  undue  amount  of  acquisition  pressure  on  the  Proofs 
of  the  date.  When  nice  choice  Uncirculated  coins  such  as  the  present 
piece  come  into  the  numismatic  marketplace,  heavy  and  hearty  bid- 
ding is  the  instant  order  of  the  day.  As  might  be  expected,  many 
bidders  will  take  notice  of  this  splendid  opportunity,  and  we  wish 
them  all  luck. 


137  Pair  of  NGC-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1878  MS-64  BN  ☆ 1879 

MS-65  BN.  A lustrous  pair,  each  of  which  displays  a nice  amount 
of  underlying  red.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


138  Pair  of  gem  Mint  State  Indian  cents,  both  MS-65  BJ3  (NGC): 

☆ 1880.  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  fiery  orange  highlights.  A 
few  faint  flecks  become  apparent  under  low  magnification  ☆ 1881. 
Mainly  lustrous  orange  red  with  some  deeper  highlights.  A nice 
pair  overall.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


139 


140 


Date  run  of  NGC-certified  Mint  State  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1882  MS- 
63  BN.  A lively  mix  of  red,  lilac,  and  tan  ☆ 1883  MS-64  BN. 
Snow-3,  upper  outside  loop  of  3 shows  doubling.  Plenty  of  un- 
derlying red  ☆ 1884  MS-64  BN.  A pleasing  display  of  underlying 
red  captures  the  viewer’s  eye  ☆ 1885  MS-63  RB.  Strong  lustre 
and  deep  underlying  red.  A nice  group.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Snow-1,  repunched  6 in  date 
(this  die  also  used  for  Proofs).  Satiny  orange-red  with  a high  degree 
of  lustre  and  a sharp  strike.  A gem  in  all  regards. 

Final  feather  in  headdress  points  between  I and  C in  AMERICA. 


141  1886  Type  II.  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Strong  red  highlights  at  the  rims 

give  way  to  brisk  red  and  tan  highlights  at  the  centers.  Scarcer  than 
its  Type  I counterpart.  A sharp  and  attractive  coin  for  the  grade. 
Final  feather  in  headdress  points  between  C and  A in  AMERICA. 
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142  Pair  of  gem  Mint  State  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1887  MS-65  ILB 
(NGC).  Satiny  medium  red  and  tan,  obverse  die  cracks  and  clash 
marks  ☆ 1889  MS-65  R13.  Rich,  fiery  orange  melds  with  deep 
lilac  and  blue.  Two  nice  coins!  (Total;  2 pieces) 


143  1888  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A satiny  and  lustrous  gem  that  ap- 

proaches full  red  where  surface  color  is  concerned.  Only  four  ex- 
amples of  the  date  have  received  finer  RB  designations  from  NGC. 
Definitely  choice  for  the  grade,  a fine  gem  by  all  accounts. 

NGC  Census:  62;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-66  Rj3). 


144  Attractive  Mint  State  Indian  cent  duo:  ☆ 1890  MS-64  RD. 
Bright  and  lustrous  ☆ 1891  MS-65  RB.  Mainly  red  with  a hint  of 
tan  on  the  high  points.  A nice  pair.  (Total;  2 pieces) 


145  Four  Mint  State  NGC-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1892  MS-64 
RB  ☆ 1893  MS-66  BN  ☆ 1894  MS-64  RB  ☆ 1895  MS-65  RB.  A 
nice,  lustrous  group,  all  of  which  display  generous  amounts  of  red. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 


146  NGC-certified  gem  Uncirculated  Indian  cent  foursome:  ☆ 

1896  MS-65  BN  ☆ 1897  MS-65  RB  ☆ 1898  MS-65  RB  ☆ 1899 
MS-66  RB.  All  are  highly  lustrous,  choice  for  their  respective 
grades,  and  exhibiting  a wealth  of  red  above  and  beyond  what  might 
be  expected  for  the  given  designations.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


147  Seven  Uncirculated  NGC-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1900  MS- 
65  RB.  Bases  of  1 and  9 repunched,  not  matching  any  of  the  23 
varieties  outlined  in  Snow’s  reference  (2000  edition)  ☆ 1903  MS- 
64  RB  ☆ 1904  MS-64  RD  ☆ 1906  MS-64  RD  ☆ 1907  (2).  MS- 
64  RB,  and  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1908  MS-64  RB.  A nice  group,  all  of 
which  show  generous  amounts  of  red.  (Total:  7 pieces). 

On  the  1900-dated  cent  m this  lot,  repunching  shows  at  the  bottom  of  the 
lower  right  serif  of  the  1 , and  at  the  lower  left  curve  of  the  9 in  the  date.  Though 
this  variety  comes  close  to  Snow- 14  ("spike”  die  mark  protrudes  from  under- 
side of  Indian’s  jawline)  and  Snow-20  (“spike”  die  mark  protrudes  from  Indian’s 
chin),  it  matches  neither  of  the  varieties  e.xactly,  as  it  lacks  any  sort  of  “spike” 
die  mark. 


148 


1901  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  A blazing  beauty,  a coin  that  many  oth- 
ers of  the  date  and  grade  would  have  trouble  measuring  up  to — in 
short,  a true  red  gem!  You’ll  wish  all  your  red  Indian  cents  could 
be  so  fine. 


149  1902  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  An  exceptional  red  gem  with  intense 

lustre  and  with  deep  golden  halos  at  the  rims.  A relatively  com- 
mon date  in  .iri  tint  ornmon  state  of  preservation. 


150  1905  MS-65  RJ)  (NGC).  A frosty  blazing  red  gem  of  the  finest 
order,  sharply  struck  and  decidedly  choice  for  the  grade.  Mark  our 
words,  a complete  set  of  Indian  cents  of  this  calibre  would  repre- 
sent a world-class  endeavor — the  present  coin  would  be  a great 
starting  point  for  those  so  inclined! 

151  1908-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  much  more  golden 
red  than  brown — in  fact,  the  typical  viewer  will  have  difficulty 
finding  any  brown  at  all!  A truly  pleasing  gem  example  of  the  first 
date  in  the  small  cent  series  to  be  struck  at  a branch  mint. 


152  1909  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Stupendous  blazing  red  sur- 

faces exhibit  strong  lustre  and  equally  strong  aesthetic  appeal.  A 
few  faint  flecks  become  apparent  under  low  magnification,  but 
the  overall  “naked  eye”  appeal  is  still  substantial  for  this  lovely  gem 
from  the  terminal  year  of  the  Indian  cent  series. 

Gem  Mint  State  1909-S  Indian  Cent 


153  1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  golden 
red  with  nary  a trace  of  brown;  in  fact,  you’U  wonder  how  “brown” 
ever  figured  into  the  equation!  A delightful  gem  specimen  of  an 
important  key  date  in  the  series;  its  mintage  of  309,000  pieces  is 
the  lowest  regular-issue  mintage  figure  in  the  entire  U.S.  smaU 
cent  series  (1857-present;  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  is  not  generally 
regarded  as  a “regular-issue”  coin).  Truly  gem  in  all  respects. 

154  Ten  Mint  State  early-date  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1909  V.D.B.  MS- 
65  BN  ☆ 1909  MS-63  BN  ☆ 1909-S  MS-63  BN  ☆ 1910  MS-64 
BN  ☆ 1910-S  MS-63  BN  H 1911  MS-62  BN  ☆ 1911-D  MS-64 
BN.  The  first  Denver  Mint  cent  1911-S  MS-64  BN  ☆ 1912 
MS-63  BN  ☆ 1912-D  MS-64  BN.  A great  group  of  attractive 
early  Lincoln  cents,  all  of  which  display  mint  red  highlights  to  some 
degree.  (Total:  10  pieces) 
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Gem  Mint  State  1909-S  V.D.B,  Cent 


155  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Satiny  medium 
brown  with  generous  amounts  of  frosty  red  beneath.  A pleasing 
gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  popular  of  all  small  cent  issues — 
what  old-time  collector  hasn’t  dreamed  of  finding  an  “S-V.D.B.” 
in  pocket  change?  The  days  of  finding  classic  numismatic  trea- 
sures such  as  a 1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent  in  circulation  may  be 
all  but  gone,  but  the  thrill  of  ownership  is  still  substantial  for  those 
who  are  hooked  on  collecting.  Gem  specimens  such  as  the  present 
coin  always  evoke  admiration  and  desire  from  fellow  collectors, 
and  are  typically  one  of  the  focal  points  of  any  advanced  Lincoln 
cent  collection.  Serious  bidding  activity  is  usually  the  order  of  the 
day  when  gem  ’()9-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cents  are  up  for  sale. 

156  San  Francisco  Mint  early  Lincoln  trio,  each  grading  MS-65 
BN  (NGC):  ☆ 191 2-S.  Lustrous  brown  with  mint  red  at  the  de- 
vices 'i!  1913-S.  Lustrous  with  mint  red  in  the  protected  areas  ☆ 
1914-S.  Lustrous  with  sea  green  highhghts  on  both  surfaces.  A 
nice  tno  in  all  regards.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

157  Another  nice  group  of  Uncirculated  Lincoln  cents.  All  are 

called  “BN,”  though  many  have  traces  of  hvely  mint  red:  ☆ 1913 
MS-60  ☆ 1913-D  MS-63  ☆ 1914  MS-61  ☆ 1915  MS-63  ☆ 1915- 
D MS-61  ☆ 1916  MS-63  ☆ 1916-D  MS-63  ☆ 1917  MS-63  ☆ 
1917-D  MS-64  ☆ 1917-S  MS-63  ☆ 1918  MS-63  ☆ 1918-D  MS- 
63  ☆ 1918-S  MS-63  ☆ 1919  MS-64  ☆ 1919-D  MS-62  ☆ 1919-S 
MS-63.  A great  group  overaU.  (Total:  16  pieces) 

Gem  Uncirculated  1914-D  Lincoln  Cent 
A Classic  Rarity 


{2.\  photo) 

158  1914-D  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A satiny,  glowing  medium  brown  gem 

with  traces  of  frosty  red  at  the  peripheries.  Perhaps  the  most  promi- 
nent regular-issue  key  date  in  the  Lincoln  cent  scries  in  Uncirculated 
grades,  especially  so  in  gem  Mint  State!  Its  mintage  of  just  under  1.2 
million  pieces  is  among  the  lowest  in  the  entire  small  cents  series, 
1857  to  the  present,  which  is  no  doubt  one  oftbe  main  attractions  of 
the  date.  Of  course,  the  constant  demand  from  Lincoln  cent  collec- 
tors for  the  date  in  all  grades,  coupled  with  the  pressure  in  today  s 
marketplace  for  high  quality  specimens  makes  for  a steady  stream  of 
collectors  ready  to  absorb  any  1914-D  Lincoln  that  is  offered,  from 
G-4  up  to  and  including  lovely  gems  such  as  the  present  coin. 


159  191 5-S  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  A satiny  brown  gem  with  underlying 
pale  rose  and  sky  blue  iridescence.  Nicely  struck. 

160  A bevy  of  branch  mint  Lincoln  cents,  all  Mint  State  and  all 
NGC-certified:  ☆ 1916-S  MS-65  BN  ☆ 1921-S  MS-64  BN  ☆ 
1923-S  MS-63  BN  ☆ 1924-D  MS-63  BN  ☆ 1924-S  MS-63  BN  ☆ 
1926-S  MS-64  BN.  A lustrous  and  attractive  group  of  NGC-certi- 
fied  cents,  each  displaying  some  original  mint  red  in  the  protected 
areas.  A fine  start  on  a Lincoln  cent  collection.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

161  Selection  ofLincoln  cents,  1920  through  1934,  all  called  “BN” 
and  including  the  following  dates  and  varieties:  ☆ 1920  MS-64  ☆ 
192U-D  MS-64  ☆ 1920-S  MS-63  ☆ 1921  MS-63  ☆ 1922-D  MS- 
64  ☆ 1922-D  Weak  D.  AU-50  ☆ 1923  MS-63  ☆ 1924  MS-62  ☆ 
1925  MS-61  ☆ 1925-D  MS-63  ☆ 1925-S  MS-63  ☆ 1926  MS-62 

☆ 1926-D  MS-62  ☆ 1927  MS-62  ☆ 1927-D  MS-63  ☆ 1927-S 
MS-62  ☆ 1928  MS-62  ☆ 1928-D  MS-61  ☆ 1928-S  MS-63  ☆ 
1929  MS-64  ☆ 1929-D  MS-64  ☆ 1929-S  MS-62  ☆ 1930  MS-63 

☆ 1930-D  MS-63  ☆ 1930-S  MS-63  ☆ 1931  MS-63  BN  ☆ 1931- 
D MS-63  ☆ 1931-S  MS-63  ☆ 1932  MS-63  ☆ 1932-D  MS-63  ☆ 
1933  MS-64  ☆ 1933-D  MS-62  ☆ 1934  MS-63.  Housed  in  a cus- 
tom plastic  holder.  A pleasing  group  that  includes  many  coins  with 
traces  of  mint  red.  (Total:  33  pieces) 

162  Collection  of  Uncirculated  Lincoln  cents,  1934-D  through  1958- 
D.  All  dates  and  mints  are  represented  in  this  attractive  group  ex- 
cept the  1955/1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse  rarity.  Grades  range  from 
MS-63  to  MS-66  or  so,  with  an  average  grade  of  MS-64  or  slightly 
finer,  and  all  coins  are  fully  red  (except,  of  course,  for  the  1943 
steel  cents).  Housed  in  a custom  plastic  holder.  A great  quality 
Lincoln  cent  collection  can  be  yours  with  one  successful  bid!  (To- 
tal: 70  pieces) 

Popular  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Cent 
MS-63  RB  NGC 


163  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  A highly  lus- 

trous specimen  with  more  glowing  red  than  brown  on  its  satiny 
surfaces.  Decidedly  choice  for  the  grade — put  a glass  to  the  coin 
and  you’U  no  doubt  feel  the  same  way!  Easily  among  the  most  popu- 
lar of  all  U.S.  small  cent  issues,  this  modern-day  rarity  was  first 
discovered  in  the  northeastern  United  States  in  the  year  of  issue, 
and  its  fame  and  desirability  have  grown  ever  since.  Even  people 
without  a numismatic  background  are  familiar  with  the  issue,  as 
this  rarity  adorned  comic  book  and  matchbook  cover  “buy”  ads 
throughout  the  1950s  and  1960s.  We  suspect  anyone  reading  this 
description  knows  well  the  desirability  of  this  extraordinary  vari- 
ety, particularly  showing  surfaces  and  color  as  pleasing  as  the  present 
specimen. 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 


The  Classics  Sale 
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NICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 

Like  the  Lincoln  cent  set,  the  Koshkarian  Buffalo  nickel  set  was 
originally  started  from  circulation  in  the  1950s,  with  the  coins  up- 
graded to  the  VF  and  EF  levels  in  the  1960s.  The  entire  present  Un- 
circulated set  (though  the  1918/7-D  overdate  is  “only”  AU)  was  as- 
sembled piece  by  piece  with  the  assistance  of  Steve  Estes  between 
1998  and  2(X)2.  The  Jetferson  nickel  set  was  purchased  complete  from 
Cellar  Coin  Company  of  San  Diego,  California  in  May,  1982. 

164  1913  Buffalo  nickel.  Type  1.  P-D-S  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS-63. 
Pale  champagne,  sky  blue,  and  faint  rose  toning  ☆ Denver.  MS- 
64.  Deep  golden  toning  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-64.  Largely  bril- 
liant with  some  pale  golden  highlights.  A great  threesome!  (Total: 
3 pieces) 

165  1913  Buffalo  nickel.  Type  II.  P-D-S  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS- 
63  ☆ Denver.  MS-64  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-63.  All  are  lustrous 
with  pale  golden  highlights.  A nice  trio  from  the  first  year  of  the 
design  type.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

166  A half  dozen  choice  Uncirculated  Buffalo  nickels:  ☆ 1914 
MS-63.  Golden  highlights  1915  MS-64.  Fiery  gold  and  pale 
blue  toning  it  1916  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  highlights  ☆ 1917 
MS-64.  Rich  golden  highlights  it  1918  MS-64.  Brilliant  it  1919 
MS-64.  Faint  sky  blue  highhghts.  A lustrous  group  of  attractive 
Philadelphia  Mint  issues.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

167  Trio  of  scarce  branch  mint  Buffalo  nickels  grading  MS-64 
(NGC):  it  1914-D.  Warm  gold  and  pastel  highlights  ☆ 1914-S. 
Mainly  briUiant  with  a touch  of  champagne  ☆ 1916-S.  Pale  elec- 
tric blue  and  bright  gold.  A gorgeous  trio  of  early  branch  mint 
issues.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


168 


Buffalo  nickel  Denver  Mint  duo  grading  MS-63  (NGC):  ☆ 1915- 
D.  Deep  golden  gray  with  pale  blue  highlights  it  1916-D.  Bright 
champagne.  Both  are  lustrous  and  nicely  struck  for  their  respec- 
tive dates.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


169  1915-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A high  degree  of  lustre  glows  beneath 

warm  golden  gray  and  rose  highlights.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date — 
not  fully  struck,  but  with  enough  details  present  to  satisfy  the  most 
finicky  among  us  where  quality  is  concerned.  Regarding  this  date, 
author  David  Lange  noted  that  “choice  and  gem  examples  are  genu- 
inely rare.”  A worthwhile  example  of  a popular  branch  mint  issue. 


170  1917-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  steel  gray  with  strong  golden 

toning,  especially  at  the  reverse  rim.  A pleasing  example  of  the 
date  dcspiti  a touch  of  weakness  at  the  bison's  shoulder;  David 


Lange  noted  that  “nearly  all  examples  seen  suffer  from  poor  detail 
definition,”  though  the  present  coin  is  not  completely  flat  (as  of- 
ten seen),  and  its  other  aesthetic  qualities  such  as  lustre  and  toning 
come  to  the  fore.  A pleasing  coin  in  all  regards. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1917-S  Buffalo  50 


171  1917-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A lustrous  beauty  with  a nuance  of  pale 

rose  and  sky  blue  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date  and  near 
enough  to  fuUy  struck  that  it  is  worthy  of  mention.  The  Lange 
reference  notes  “The  typical  1917-S  nickel  is  poorly  struck  from 
worn  dies,”  though  it  also  notes  “As  with  1915-S  nickels,  a rela- 
tively small  number  of  coins  may  be  found  that  are  extremely  well 
struck.”  We  can’t  say  the  present  coin  is  “extremely  weD  struck” 
within  the  context  of  the  entire  Buffalo  nickel  series,  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly much  finer  than  average  when  just  1917-S  nickels  are  con- 
sidered! 


Impressive  1918/7-D  Overdate  Buffalo  50 


(2x  photo) 


172  1918/7-D  Overdate.  FS-016.5.  AU-55  (NGC).  Medium  golden 

gray.  Overdate  details  plainly  visible  to  the  unaided  eye.  A nicely 
struck  coin,  pleasing  for  the  grade  and  devoid  of  unsightly  marks 
from  its  short  stay  in  circulation.  One  of  just  a small  number  of 
overdates  among  20th-century  U.S.  coinage,  and  as  popular  as  any 
of  the  other  overdate  issues  where  demand  and  rarity  are  concerned. 
In  his  reference  on  the  series,  author  David  Lange  noted:  “The 
overdate  is  seldom  visible  below  VG,  which  is  the  grade  most  of- 
ten found.  A number  of  coins  grading  VG-F  may  also  be  available 
at  large  shows,  but  anything  in  higher  grades  is  rare.”  He  later  notes 
that:  “The  1918/7-D  overdate  certainly  rivals  the  1916/1916  and 
1937-D  3-legged  nickel  for  the  title  of  most  popular  and  highly 
sought  variety  in  the  series.  Though  discovered  as  long  ago  as  1931, 
it  still  remains  scarce.”  In  that  context,  “scarce”  no  doubt  refers  to 
the  number  ofVG  or  so  specimens  available  to  today’s  collectors — 
“rare”  is  the  appellation  where  choice  AU  or  finer  specimens  of 
this  desirable  overdate  are  concerned.  Don’t  let  this  opportunirs' 
pass  you  by! 
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173  1918-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  silver  gray  with  a lustrous  array  of 

pale  pastel  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Some  striking  weakness  is 
noted  at  the  bison’s  shoulder,  almost  a “given”  where  this  date  is 
concerned;  “fully  struck”  is  practically  unheard  of  for  the  date,  so 
a nicely  struck  specimen  such  as  the  present  coin,  one  with  a mo- 
dicum of  design  detail,  is  a prize.  A nice  piece  overall,  with  strong 
physical  and  aesthetic  presence  for  the  grade. 


Choice  Mint  State  1918-S  Buffalo  Nickel 


174  1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A satiny  golden  gray  specimen  with  strong 

lustre,  and  with  grand  eye  appeal  that  readily  measures  up  to  the 
requirements  of  the  grade.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  not  fuUy  so, 
but  much  finer  than  the  typical  strike  the  1918-S  nickel  displays, 
and  close  enough  to  “full”  to  merit  mention.  A fairly  scarce  date 
in  choice  MS-64,  as  offered  here,  and  obviously  downright  rare  in 
MS-65  or  finer;  NGC  has  certified  just  seven  examples  of  the  date 
in  grades  finer  than  that  represented  here.  A splendid  opportunity 
to  obtain  a fairly  sharp  and  definitely  appealing  example  of  an  early 
and  elusive  date  in  the  Buffalo  nickel  series. 

NGC  Census:  107;  7 finer  (all  MS-65). 


175  1919-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  pale  golden  gray  with  strong 

eye  appeal  and  admirable  physical  quality  for  the  assigned  grade. 
Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  sharpness  of  design  at  the  horn, 
head,  and  shoulder  on  the  reverse  bison  that  easily  approaches  90% 
or  so  where  fullness  of  strike  is  concerned.  David  Lange  noted  that 
this  date  is  “One  of  the  more  challenging  issues  to  locate  fully  struck 
in  the  period  of  generally  weak  coins  from  1917  through  1926.  It 
is  one  of  the  last  holes  filled  by  a discriminating  collector,  regard- 
less of  whether  one  is  collecting  EF-AU  or  gem  Uncirculated. 
The  present  coin  must  be  among  the  finest  MS-63  examples  of 
the  date  extant,  as  one  glance  will  no  doubt  convince  interested 
parties.  It  will  take  a strong  bid  to  add  this  choice  Mint  State  1919- 
D Buffalo  nickel  to  your  collection,  so  please  plan  accordingly. 


176 


1919-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  gray  with  strong  underly- 
ing lustre  and  a dash  of  pale  champagne  iridescence.  Nicely  struck 
overall,  though  the  Lange  reference  cautions  that  “Fully  struck 
coins  are  nearly  unknown”  where  this  date  is  concerned.  The 
present  coin  offers  much  reverse  detail;  the  shoulder  “pelt”  is  out- 
lined but  not  sharp,  though  something  approaching  85-90%  of 
the  bison’s  design  details  are  present  and  accounted  for.  All  in  aU, 
a choice  and  exciting  example  of  an  elusive  San  Francisco  Mint 
offering. 


177  Group  of  choice  Mint  State  Buffalo  nickels:  ☆ 1920  MS-63 
☆ 1921  MS-64  ☆ 1923  MS-63  ☆ 1924  MS-64  ☆ 1926  MS-63  ☆ 
1927  MS-64  ☆ 1928  MS-63  ☆ 1929  MS-64  ☆ 1930  MS-63.  All 
are  lustrous  and  attractive,  and  most  show  pale  golden  toning.  A 
nice  group  all  told.  (Total;  9 pieces) 


Lustrous  1920-D  Buffalo  Nickel 


178 


MS-64  (NGC) 


1920-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  medium  steel  gray 
with  warm  pastel  rose  and  gold  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date — the  reverse  pelt  details  are  not  full  at  the  bison’s 
shoulder,  but  there  is  a solid  outline  there  of  the  design  details 
(which  is  finer  than  usually  seen  for  the  date).  A lovely  and  entic- 
ing example  of  the  last  Buffalo  nickel  coinage  that  would  originate 
at  the  Denver  Mint  until  1924. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1920-S  50 


1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Largely  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  with 
a touch  of  pale  golden  toning  and  somewhat  reflective  fields.  Re- 
garding this  date,  the  Lange  reference  notes  “Well  struck  coins  are 
scarce  and  highly  prized.  Fully  struck  examples  are  virtually  un- 
known.” The  present  coin  must  surely  exhibit  one  of  the  finest 
strikes  known  for  the  date,  as  the  reverse  hair,  head,  horn,  leg,  and 
other  details  are  nearly  complete,  probably  95%  present  or 
therabouts.  While  nearly  140  examples  of  the  date  have  been  called 
MS-64  by  NGC  (a  figure  that  probably  includes  a great  deal  of 
resubmission),  just  four  examples  of  the  date  have  received  the 
coveted  MS-65  grade  from  that  group.  We  suspect  the  present 
specimen  will  be  regarded  by  our  bidders  as  one  of  the  finest  ex- 
tant for  the  date  and  grade,  and  we  also  suspect  that  strong  bidding 
activity  will  be  the  order  of  the  day  when  this  lovely  beauty  crosses 
the  auction  block. 

NGC  Census:  136;  4 finer  (all  MS-65). 


Choice  Uncirculated  1921-S  Buffalo  50 


180  1921-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  example  of  one  of  the 

most  desirable  branch  mint  issues  in  the  Buffalo  nickel  series,  a 
coin  with  strong  eye  appeal  and  a touch  of  pale  golden  toning.  The 
Lange  reference  calls  this  date  “One  of  the  scarcest  Buffaloes  in  all 
grades,”  which  includes  circulated  and  Mint  State  categories.  The 
strike  is  fairly  sharp  for  the  date;  though  much  of  the  finer  details 
at  the  bison’s  shoulder  are  soft,  they  are  nonetheless  present — we’ll 
give  it  an  “85%”  overall.  The  desirability  of  the  date  is  also  di- 
rectly linked  to  its  low  mintage  of  just  under  1.6  million  pieces, 
the  sixth  lowest  mintage  figure  in  the  Buffalo  nickel  series.  The 
present  coin  combines  looks,  strike,  and  rarity  into  a very  desir- 
able specimen  for  your  bidding  pleasure. 


181  1923-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces,  especially  so 

on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  not  fully  struck  though  some  strong 
detail  is  present;  the  obverse  is  much  finer  where  strike  is  con- 
cerned. Perhaps  the  present  coin  was  best  described  by  David  Lange 
when  he  noted,  “This  date  is  often  seen  with  a strong  obverse  and 
a mushy  reverse,  the  result  of  overextended  die  use.”  A nice  coin 
overall,  and  a decent  representative  example  of  the  date  and  grade 
combination. 


182  1924-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  gray  with  nice  underlying 

lustre  and  some  pale  pastel  toning  highlights.  “Coins  with  fair  to 
good  strikes  may  be  found,  but  fully  struck  pieces  may  be  un- 
known” cautions  the  Lange  reference;  the  strike  on  the  present 
coin  is  fairly  strong,  and  probably  falls  into  the  “high  end”  of  the 
known  specimens,  with  perhaps  75%  or  so  full  details,  and  with 
the  softer  details  at  least  represented  in  some  manner.  In  short,  a 
nice  example  of  a scarce  branch  mint  issue. 


Lustrous  1924-S  Buffalo  Nickel 
MS-64  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


183  1924-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  silver  gray  with  plen- 
tiful golden  toning  highlights.  Nicely  struck — not  fully,  but  close 
enough  (and  about  as  close  as  the  date  ever  comes).  “Seemingly 
the  most  difficult  date  in  the  series  in  grades  VF-AU,  1924-S  is 
also  quite  rare  in  Mint  State,”  as  noted  by  author  David  Lange 
(whose  book.  The  Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickcb,  Second  Edition 
is  extensively  quoted  in  these  pages)  with  good  reason;  the  mint- 
age for  the  date,  just  over  1.4  million  pieces,  is  the  fourth  lowest  in 
the  Buffalo  nickel  series.  A lovely  coin  in  all  regards,  especially  so 
within  the  parameters  of  the  typical  example  of  the  date — the 
present  coin  is  a definite  winner. 

184  1925  MS-65.  A satiny  and  lovely  gem,  a coin  possessed  of  strong 
lustre,  a nearly  full  strike,  and  a dash  here  and  there  of  pale  rose 
and  gold  pastel  toning. 


185  1925-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  rich  rose,  gold, 

peach,  and  blue  pastel  iride.scence  on  both  sides.  Some  reverse  strik- 
ing weakness  is  present,  as  virtually  always  seen  for  the  date — stu- 
dents of  the  series  have  come  to  expect  this  of  the  1925-D  Buffalo 
nickel.  The  eye  appeal,  however,  is  strong  and  delightful  despite 
the  typical  strike,  and  we  expect  that  this  coin  will  draw  strong 
interest  from  collectors  of  this  popular  series. 

Struck  from  a rotated  reverse  die;  the  bison’s  head  points  to  about  7:00  on 
the  reverse  rather  than  the  usual  9:00  position. 


AMIHLICiAN  NUMISMAI  IC:  RARI  I II-S 


fHE  Classics  Sale 


53 


Scarce  1925-S  Buffalo  Nickel 
MS-64  NGC 


186  1925-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  golden  surfaces  are  about 
as  choice  as  can  be  without  actually  being  graded  finer,  at  least  in 
this  writer’s  opinion.  The  strike  of  the  present  piece  is  finer  than 
typically  seen  for  the  date,  here  with  decent  details  at  the  bison’s 
shoulder  and  head.  The  Lange  reference  calls  the  1925-S  “one  of 
the  most  poorly  struck  dates  in  the  series,”  which  leads  us  to  believe 
the  present  coin  must  be  among  the  top  20%  or  so  of  the  date  in 
boldness  of  strike.  Choice  for  the  date,  choice  for  the  grade,  and 
undoubtedly  choice  enough  to  warrant  strong  bidding  activity. 

187  1926-D  MS-64.  A nicely  struck  example  of  the  date,  not  full  in 
detail  (when  is  the  last  time  you  saw  that  for  this  date?),  but  cer- 
tainly with  a generous  amount  of  detail  for  a date  that  is  notorious 
for  its  lack  of  striking  quality.  A faint  obverse  scratch  arcs  across 
the  Indian’s  portrait;  it  sounds  far  worse  than  it  actually  is!  Bright 
golden  iridescence  on  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A pretty  coin,  as 
one  glance  will  no  doubt  show  prospective  bidders. 

This  coin  was  previously  in  a PCGS  MS-64  holder  and  was  later  removed 
from  the  holder  for  display  purposes. 


Choice  Mint  State  1926-S  Buffalo  50 


188  1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  golden  gray  with  strong 

eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  One  ofjust  970,000  examples  of  the  date 
produced,  the  lowest  circulation  strike  mintage  in  the  Buffalo  nickel 
series.  Regarding  this  date,  the  Lange  reference  notes  that  “Mint 
State  examples  are  very  scarce,  gems  nearly  unknown,”  and  then 
further  notes  that  “Well  struck  coins  are  worth  a substantial  pre- 
mium over  lesser  examples.”  Dare  we  say  it?  The  present  coin  is 
well  struck  for  the  date,  with  nearly  full  design  elements  present  on 
both  sides;  the  sharpness  here  is  substantially  finer  than  the  speci- 
men illustrated  in  the  Lange  reference,  for  instance,  and  must  cer- 
tainly give  other  well-struck  examples  of  the  date  a “run  for  the 
money.”  Further,  only  a half  dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
certified  finer  than  the  present  coin  by  NGC.  This  may  very  well 
be  the  1926-S  Buffalo  nickel  you  (and  countless  others)  have  been 
patiently  waiting  for,  and  we  suggest  you  bid  as  though  you  mean 
it,  for  you  will  probably  not  be  alone  in  your  pursuit  of  this  lot! 

NGC  Census:  63;  6 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


189  A half  dozen  choice  to  gem  Mint  State  branch  mint  Buffalo 
nickels:  ☆ 1927-D  MS-63  ☆ 1928-D  MS-64  ☆ 1929-D  MS-64 
☆ 1929-S  MS-63  ☆ 1931 -S  MS-65  ☆ 19.38-D  MS-64.  All  are 
lustrous  and  most  show  attractive  golden  toning.  A nice  group  all 
told.  (Total;  6 pieces) 

Elusive  Choice  Mint  State  1927-S  50 


190  1927-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  gray  surfaces  show  a high 

degree  of  lustre  and  intense  pastel  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date — the  details  are  not  crisp,  but  all  are  present  if  somewhat 
soft  in  places.  The  Lange  reference  calls  this  date  “genuinely  rare 
in  choice  and  gem  condition.”  Whether  you  are  a seasoned  Buf- 
falo “hunter”  or  a novice  to  this  exciting  series,  the  present  1927- 
S will  no  doubt  prove  to  be  a highhght  among  your  collection. 


191  1928-SMS-64(NGC).  A rich  display  of  bright  pastel  iridescence 
graces  the  lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces  of  this  choice  Mint  State 
Buffalo  nickel.  The  strike  is  strong  and  about  as  sharp  as  ever  seen 
for  the  date,  with  virtually  complete  details  at  the  horn,  head,  shoul- 
der, and  leg  of  the  bison.  Perhaps  not  a great  rarity  at  MS-64,  but 
certainly  a scarce  entity  when  found  so  nicely  struck.  Don’t  miss 
out  on  this  one,  especially  if  you  enjoy  briskly  toned  coins. 

192  1930-S  MS-65.  A satiny  smooth  gem  with  brisk  lustre,  pale  pastel 
highlights,  and  a strike  that  borders  on  full.  Nice  in  all  regards. 

193  Mint  State  short  set  ofBuffalo  nickels:  ☆ 1934  MS-64  ☆ 1934- 
D MS-64  ☆ 1935  MS-65  ☆ 1935-D  MS-64  ☆ 1935-S  MS-63  ☆ 
1936  MS-63  ☆ 1936-D  MS-64  ☆ 1936-S  MS-63  ☆ 1937  MS-63 
☆ 1937-D  MS-64  ☆ 1937-S  MS-64  ☆ 1938-D  MS-64  ☆ 1938- 
D/S  MS-65.  Surfaces  range  from  brilliant  to  modestly  toned,  and 
aU  are  lustrous  and  attractive.  The  strikes  are  typical  for  the  dates 
included,  though  the  1934-D  shows  a trifle  more  “meat”  to  the 
strike  than  usually  seen.  Housed  in  a custom  plastic  holder.  A pleas- 
ing group  overall.  (Total;  13  pieces) 
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Always  Popular  1937-D  3-Legged  Buffalo  50 

Choice  Mint  State-64  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

194  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-64  (NGC).  Strong  underlying  lustre 
bursts  forth  from  beneath  rich  splashes  of  bright  gold,  sea  green, 
and  rose  iridescence,  with  the  overall  effect  quite  enchanting.  Some 
reverse  weakness  is  noted,  as  is  virtually  always  the  case  for  this 
perennial  favorite  “error”  coin.  Even  persons  who  don’t  collect 
coins  have  heard  of  our  three-legged  friend,  no  doubt  from  the 
advertisements  to  buy  specimens  of  the  date  (as  well  as  1804  dol- 
lars and  1913  Liberty  nickels!)  that  were  so  plentiful  on  matchbooks 
and  comic  book  covers  during  the  1950s  and  1960s.  Regardless  of 
the  circumstances,  1937-D  3-Legged  Buffalo  nickels  are  always  in 
demand,  and  we  expect  the  bidding  activity  on  this  particular  lot 
will  reflect  that  demand. 

195  Set  ofjefferson  nickels,  1938-1964-D.  Grades  range  from  MS-60 
upward,  with  some  gems  and  some  Full  Step  specimens  included. 
Most  coins  are  hghtly  toned  as  well.  The  strikes  are  mainly  typical 
for  each  date — ^you  won’t  find  a Full  Steps  1954-S  for  instance. 
Still,  a nice  set  that  is  worth  consideration.  Housed  in  a Capital 
Plastics  holder.  (Total:  71  pieces) 


DIMES 

Dr.  Koshkarian  began  his  set  of  Mercury  dimes  with  pieces  in 
circulated  grades  in  the  1970s.  The  present  set,  with  nearly  all  Mint 
State  coins,  began  with  the  purchase  of  a “short  set”  dating  1934  to 
1945  from  Keith  Kelman  in  the  early  1980s.  The  rest  of  the  set  was 
assembled  in  the  1990s,  largely  from  the  inventory  of  Jack  Beymer 
but  with  the  additional  help  of  Allstate  Coin  Company,  Bowers  and 
Merena,  John  Franklin,  Larry  Whitlow,  Stack’s,  and  Clairemont 
Coins.  He  assembled  two  different  Roosevelt  dime  sets:  a set  of 
untoned  coins,  purchased  complete  by  Dr.  Koshkarian  from  Mitchell’s 
Coin  Shop  in  October,  1981,  and  a painstakingly  assembled  set  of 
Roosevelt  dimes  showing  fine  and  attractive  toning.  Dr.  Koshkarian 
lovingly  gathered  the  pieces  in  this  set  one-by-one  on  the  bourse  at 
the  Long  Beach  Coin  Show  in  the  period  from  the  mid  1980s  to 
the  1990s,  seeking  out  pieces  that  showed  great  technical  merit  and 
outstanding  visual  appeal  long  before  the  certification  of  this  series 
became  popular.  The  only  other  numismatist  we  are  aware  of  who 
spent  several  years  assembling  a toned  set  of  Roosevelt  dimes  is  our 
very  own  Dr.  Rick  Bagg  who  did  so  while  attending  coin  shows  ear- 
lier in  his  career,  from  1979  to  1984. 

Dr.  Koshkarian’s  connoisseurship  is  made  clear  by  his  set  of  toned 
Roosevelt  dimes  and  other  “modern”  sets  he  so  carefully  put  to- 
gether. Indeed,  while  these  sets  contrast  sharply  with  the  value  and 
fame  of  his  type  set,  the  process  of  locating  nice  coins  and  carefully 
evaluating  them  is  the  same  for  Dr.  Koshkarian  whether  the  piece  in 
question  is  a 1958  Roosevelt  dime  or  the  Norweb  1797  Small  Eagle 
half  dollar! 

196  Group  of  Mint  State  Mercury  dimes;  ☆ 1916  MS-64  FB  ☆ 
1916-S  MS-64  ☆ 1917  MS-62  ☆ 1917-D  MS-62  FB  ☆ 1917-S 
MS-62  ☆ 1918  MS-64  ☆ 1918-D  MS-62  ☆ 1918-S  MS-60.  Some 
are  brilliant,  some  are  faintly  toned,  all  are  lustrous  and  attractive. 
(Total:  8 pieces) 


AMHRICIAN  numisma  t ic:  RARI  T IHS 


HE  Classics  Sale 


55 


Choice  Uncirculated  1916-D  Mercury  lO^z! 


(2x  photo) 


197  1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A satiny  and  lustrous  example  of  the  key 
date  in  the  Mercury  dime  series,  an  issue  whose  mintage  of  just 
264, OOO  pieces  is  the  lowest  circulation  strike  mintage  figure  within 
the  denomination  in  the  20th  century.  Always  desirable  in  grades 
from  AG-3  up  to  and  including  gem  Mint  State,  with  all  stops  in- 
between  apt  to  be  eagerly  sought  by  collectors.  Destined  to  high- 
light its  next  owner’s  cabinet  just  as  it  did  the  Koshkarian  Collec- 
tion of  Mercury  dimes. 

198  1919  Mercury  dime  P.D.S.  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS-64  FB  ☆ 
Denver.  MS-62  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-62.  Three  lustrous  speci- 
mens with  faint  golden  toning.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

199  A half  dozen  Mint  State  Mercury  dimes:  ☆ 1920  MS-63  FB 
☆ 1920-S  MS-62  FB  ☆ 1923  MS-63  FB  ☆ 1924  MS-65  ☆ 1924- 
D MS-62  ☆ 1924-S  MS-63.  All  are  lustrous,  and  some  show  faint 
champagne  toning.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

200  Quartette  of  NGC-certified  Mercury  dimes:  ☆ 1920-D  MS- 
61  FB  ☆ 1923-S  AU-58  FB  ☆ 1925-D  MS-62  ☆ 1928-D  MS-62. 
Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive  with  traces  of  delicate  toning.  (To- 
tal: 4 pieces) 


Unusual  Choice  Uncirculated  1921-D  Dime 

Split  Planchet,  Lamination  Error 


201  1921-D  MS-63.  A frosty  and  lustrous  pale  golden  example  ot  this 
rare  key  date  in  the  Mercury  dime  series,  but  here  presented  with  a 
unique  twist.  A natural  planchet  split  at  the  3:00  position  crosses  the 
edge  and  reeds,  manifesting  on  both  sides.  Just  as  interesting  is  an 
obverse  planchet  lamination  that  runs  upward  from  the  split  just 
along  the  juncture  of  the  rim  and  edge,  terminating  at  the  12:00 
position  above  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait.  Perhaps  best  of  all,  this  un- 
usual error  is  on  a 1921-D  Mercury  dime,  a low-mintage  key  date 
rarity  that  is  eagerly  sought  in  all  grades  by  active  collectors  of  all 
means.  This  fascinating  combination  of  an  unusual  mint  error  on  a 
key  date  Mercury  dime  appeals  to  a broad  spectrum  of  numisnratic 
interests,  and  should  see  spirited  bidding  activity  all  around. 

202  Quintette  of  Mint  State  Mercury  dimes:  ☆ 1925  MS-63  tir 
1926  MS-62  ☆ 1927  MS-64  FB  ☆ 1927-D  MS-63  ☆ 1927-S  MS- 
63.  A nice,  lustrous  group,  some  with  pale  golden  highlights.  (To- 
tal: 5 pieces) 


203  Pair  of  NGC-certified  Mint  State  Mercury  dimes:  iy  1925-S 
MS-63  FB.  Lustrous  with  gold  and  rose  at  the  peripheries  "tt  1926- 
D MS-64  FB.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  A neat  pair  of  die  cracks 
can  be  seen  in  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  and  the  wing  of  her  cap.  A pleas- 
ing pair  all  told.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


204  1926-S  MS-64.  Nicely  struck  as  well,  with  central  band  details 
that  come  oh-so-close  to  being  “split.”  Obverse  lightly  polished 
at  one  time;  the  reverse  is  fully  and  naturaUy  frosty  with  a hint  of 
pale  gold.  A scarce  key  date  in  Mint  State;  its  mintage  ofjust  over 
1.5  million  pieces  is  the  fifth  lowest  in  the  Mercury  dime  series. 
An  attractive  and  desirable  coin  that  bears  examination  before  for- 
mulating a bidding  strategy. 

205  Group  of  Mint  State  Mercury  dimes:  ☆ 1928  MS-63  ☆ 1928- 
S MS-64  ☆ 1929  MS-65  ☆ 1929-D  MS-64  FB  ☆ 1929-S  MS-63 
☆ 1930  MS-63  ☆ 1930-S  MS-64  FB  ☆ 1931  MS-64  ☆ 1931 -D 
MS-63  ☆ 1931-S  MS-65.  All  are  lustrous  with  some  brilliant,  a 
few  with  delicate  champagne  toning.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

206  Short  set  of  Mint  State  Mercury  dimes,  1934-1945.  All  dates 
and  mints  are  included  save  for  the  1942/1  and  1942/1-D  overdate 
issues;  the  popular  1945-S  Micro  S variety  is  represented.  Grades 
range  from  MS-63  to  MS-66  or  so,  with  the  average  grade  on  this 
lovely  hand-selected  set  MS-64  or  better.  Many  are  brilliant,  some 
are  delicately  toned,  and  some  display  Full  Band  details.  Floused 
in  a custom  plastic  holder.  A nice  group.  (Total:  36  pieces) 


Uncirculated  1942/1  Overdate  100 


207  1942/1  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  display  a touch 

of  pale  golden  toning  and  a wealth  of  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned 
grade.  Among  the  most  popular  ofaU  overdates,  the  1942/1  Mer- 
cury dime  was  first  reported  to  the  numismatic  community  circa 
March,  1943,  and  was  immediately  and  enthusiastically  welcomed 
by  collectors — enthusiasm  for  the  issue  has  never  waned  since! 
Pleasing  Mint  State  examples  such  as  the  present  coin  afford  col- 
lectors who  can’t  otherwise  stretch  their  numismatic  budget  an 
opportunity  to  acquire  a truly  nice  coin  without  having  to  pay  “gem 
money”  along  the  way. 

As  is  well  known,  an  overdatc  has  also  been  identified  for  1942-1/-D.  but  the 
overdate  feature  is  not  nearly  as  distinctive  as  on  the  Philadelphia  Mint  version. 
The  release  of  these  into  circulation,  mostly  in  the  New  York  Cits-  area,  prompted 
a mad  scramble  to  find  them — especially  on  the  part  of  people  who  occupied  booths 
to  sell  subway  tokens,  and  who  often  received  dimes  as  payment.  At  least  three  of 
these  people — Morris  Moscow,  Herbert  Tobias,  and  Max  Kaplan— went  on  to 
become  professional  numismatists. 

It  is  sometimes  interesting  how  a particular  coin  or  variety  initiates  a numis- 
matic interest.  The  grandaddy  of  all  such  situation  is  the  188.k  Liberty  Head  nickel 
without  CENTS.  Farran  Zerbe,  for  one,  started  his  coin  collecting  and  dealing 
career  when  he  spotted  one  ot  these  “rare"  pieces  m pocket  change  when  he  was  a 
newsboy  in  Tyrone,  Pennsylvania,  over  the  lulls  and  not  far  tfiim  IVnnsvlvama 
State  College,  today  Pennsylvania  State  Uiiiversitx’.  Zerbe  went  on  to  be  distribu- 
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lor  III  the  1*1(13  Luuisuiu  Purchase  commemorative  gold  dollars,  all  of  the  1915-S 
Poiuiiu- Pacific  coimuemorauves.  and  to  enmesh  himselfin  a scandal,  sort  of.  with 
the  .\merican  .Numismatic  Association  circa  1909— regarding  an  election  and,  com- 
pleteh'  separate,  the  somewhat  secret  purchase  of  77if  iXutnismarist  from  the  estate 
of  the  lately  deceased  founder.  Dr.  Cleorge  F.  Heath. 

In  our  current  era,  more  than  just  a few  people  started  collecting  coins  when 
silver  went  out  of  circulation  m the  1960s,  this  attracting  Dr.  Koshkanan’s  notice 
as  well. 


208  1942/1-D  AU-58  (NGC).  A lustrous  silver  specimen  with  a hint 
of  pale  gold  at  the  nms.  A scarce  and  popular  2()th  century  overdate 
that  wasn’t  “discovered”  until  1962.  While  perhaps  not  as  dra- 
matic in  appearance  as  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart  (which 
was  discovered  shortly  after  it  was  produced),  it  is  nonetheless  an 
e.\citing  and  desirable  issue  in  its  own  right,  especially  so  among 
Mercury  dime  enthusiasts,  and  the  present  specimen  will  no  doubt 
enjoy  a flurry  of  enthusiastic  bidding  activity. 

209  Choice  to  gem  Uncirculated  silver  Roosevelt  dime  set,  1946 
through  1964-D.  A bright  and  lustrous  set  with  many  gem-qual- 
icy  coins  included.  All  are  fully  brilliant  with  a hint  here  or  there 
of  faint  gold.  A lovely  set  in  all  regards.  (Total:  48  pieces) 

210  Richly  toned  choice  to  gem  Uncirculated  silver  Roosevelt  dime 
set,  1946  through  1964-D.  A richly  toned  set  with  many  gem- 
quality  coins  included.  Each  individual  tribute  to  FDR  and  the 
March  of  Dimes  is  gloriously  and  naturally  toned  in  exciting  rain- 
bow colors,  with  each  coin  actively  vying  with  the  next  for  the 
viewer’s  attention!  A lovely  set  in  all  regards,  one  which  we  sus- 
pect wiU  draw  a premium  winning  bid.  Housed  in  a custom  Capi- 
tal Plastics  holder.  (Total:  48  pieces) 


QUARTER  DOLLARS 

As  with  the  toned  Roosevelt  dime  set.  Dr.  Koshkarian  assembled 
his  toned  Washington  quarter  set  carefully  from  individual  coins 
chosen  on  the  bourse  floor  at  Long  Beach  over  a decade  or  more. 
The  untoned  set  was  assembled  individually  in  the  198()s  and  1990s 
from  the  inventories  of  various  local  San  Diego  coin  shops  such  as 
John  Franklin  LLC.  The  Koshkarian  set  of  white  Washington  quar- 
ters IS  led  by  a 1932-D  and  1932-S  purchased  from  Steve  Estes  in 
February,  2000. 

211  A baker’s  dozen  of  early  date  Washington  quarters:  ☆ 1932 
MS-64  ☆ 193-S  MS-65  ☆ 1936  MS-64  ☆ 1937  MS-64  ☆ 1937-D 
MS-64  ☆ 1937-S  MS-65  ☆ 1938  MS-65  ☆ 1938-S  MS-64  ☆ 1939 
MS-65  ☆ 1939-D  MS-64  ☆ 1939-S  MS-64  ☆ 1940-D  MS-64  ☆ 
194()-S  MS-65.  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  lovely  delicate 
champagne  toning.  (Total:  13  pieces) 


Key  Date  1932-D  Washington  250 

Choice  Uncirculated 


212  1932-D  MS-63  (NGC).  A frosty,  brilliant,  and  lustrous  example 

of  the  key  date  in  the  Washington  quarter  series,  a date  that  has 
been  recognized  as  a rarity  almost  since  its  inception.  Choice  for 
the  grade,  and  easily  worthy  of  a premium  bid. 


213  1932-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Higlilylustrouswithanuanceofpale  chain-  u 
pagne  iridescence.  An  important  key  date  from  the  first  year  of  the  li 
design  type,  especially  when  as  choice  as  the  present  specimen. 

214  Group  of  early  date  Washington  quarters  in  Mint  State:  ☆ i 

1934  MS-63  (2).  One  Light  Motto;  one  Heavy  Motto.  Both  with 
frosty  rose-gold  surfaces  ☆ 1934-D  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  a whis- 
per  of golden  rose  ☆ 1935-S  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  delicate  golden  i ; 
toning  ☆ 1936-D  MS-62.  Satiny  lustre  with  delicate  champagne  ;i 
toning  ☆ 1936-S  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  delicate  i 
toning  ☆ 1940  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  (Total:  7 pieces) 


215  1935-D  MS-65.  A satiny  gem  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  and  a 
hint  of  gold  at  the  rims,  A desirable  date  that  reaches  “key”  status 
when  found  so  fine. 

216  Uncirculated  selection  of  Washington  quarters,  complete  ' 
1941  to  1964-D,  grading  MS-63  to  MS-66  with  an  average,  i 
grade  of  MS-63  or  finer.  All  are  brilliant  with  a few  showing  a 
nuance  of  pale  golden  toning.  The  overall  average  grade  is  more  in 
line  with  choice  and  gem  than  “average”  Mint  State.  Housed  in 
two  custom  plastic  notebook  style  albums.  (Total:  61  pieces) 

Impressively  Toned  Washington  Quarter  Set 

Circulation  Strikes  Only,  1946-1964 

217  Vividly  toned  silver  Washington  quarter  set,  1946  through  i 
1964-D.  Grades  begin  at  MS-63  or  so  for  this  marvelously  toned 
set,  with  many  finer  coins  included.  All  show  varying  degrees  ot 
rich  toning  and  a high  degree  of  lustre,  and  .ill  are  exciting  to  \new 
A second  1964-D  is  used  to  illustrate  the  reverse  ot  the  design 
type.  Naturally  toned,  high-qualiry  Washington  quarters  are  sur- 
rently  “in”  in  today’s  numismatic  marketplace,  and  we  suspect  the 
bidding  on  this  spectacular  hand-selected  set  will  retlect  that  fact! 

1 loused  in  a custom  plastic  holder.  (Total:  4”  pieces)  ' 
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HALF  DOLLARS 

Beginning  with  a slowly  assembled  “short  set”  of  dates  from  the 
j940s  that  Dr.  Koshkarian  purchased  individually  from  Keith  Kelman 
and  others  in  the  San  Diego  area  in  the  early  1980s,  the  Koshkarian 
set  of  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars  was  finished  within  the  last  five 
rears  with  the  assistance  of  Jack  Beymer  and  Steve  Estes.  Dr. 
Koshkarian  enjoys  Franklin  halves  and  assembled  three  sets,  includ- 
» ig  two  sets  showing  colorful  toning.  His  untoned  set  was  assembled 
com  individual  coins  found  in  local  San  Diego  coin  shops  in  the 
iarly  1980s.  His  first  toned  Franklin  half  set  was  put  together  from 
aand-selected  specimens  he  located  from  the  mid-1980s  and  after, 
oome  were  certified  at  the  time  of  purchase  and  kept  that  way,  while 
'ither  raw  specimens  were  eventually  certified  along  the  way  by  Dr. 
Koshkarian.  The  second  set,  gathered  over  the  same  period  of  time 
irom  pieces  that  especially  appealed  to  Dr.  Koshkarian,  was  all  kept 
L-aw  in  a Capital  Plastics  holder  until  recently  when  it  was  certified 
'wy  PCGS.  The  great  majority  were  purchased  from  Steve  Leber  and 
John  Wooten,  but  also  some  from  R&I  (Rick  Tomaski),  Steve  Estes, 
and  other  coin  dealers  at  the  Long  Beach  Expo  bourse. 

Kennedy  half  dollars  did  not  evade  Dr.  Koshkarian’s  notice,  as 
ae  assembled  two  sets  to  showcase  coins  both  with  and  without 
joning.  The  untoned  set  was  assembled  in  the  early  1980s,  mostly 
crom  choice  pieces  taken  from  mint  sets.  Dr.  Koshkarian  kept  his 
xined  set  in  old  envelopes  and  custom  display  albums,  which  en- 
aanced  the  already  vivid  toning  of  these  pieces. 

I 218  A half  dozen  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars:  ☆ 1916  AU-50  ☆ 
1917-S  Obverse  Mintmark.  AU-58  ☆ 1917-D  Reverse  Mintniark. 
AU-50  ☆ 1918-S  AU-58  ☆ 1919  AU-55  ☆ 1920-D  MS-60.  All 
have  been  lightly  cleaned  at  one  time  and  are  now  beginning  to 
naturally  retone.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

I 219  Group  ofLiberty  Walking  half  dollars:  ☆ 1916-D  AU-58.  Lus- 
trous with  lilac-gray  and  rose  surfaces,  a few  minute  spots  are  noted 
a 1916-S  AU-55.  Whisper  of  orange  highlights  on  both  sides  H 
1917  MS-61.  Lustrous  with  soft  rose,  gray,  and  golden  highlights 
ii  1917-S  Reverse  Mintmark.  AU-55.  Golden  gray  surfaces  1918 
AU-58.  Rose-gray  and  lilac-gray  toning  on  both  sides  if  1920  AU- 
58.  Lustrous  with  golden  orange  toning  if  1928-S  AU-58.  Lus- 
trous golden  gray  ☆ 1929-D  AU-58.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with 
golden  rose  highlights  if  1929-S  MS-60.  Lustrous  golden  rose  sur- 
faces if  1933-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  delicate 
toning.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

. 220  1917-D  Obverse  Mintmark.  MS-61  (NGC).  A frosty  coin  with 

strong  lustre  and  a hint  of  pale  gold  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  at 
the  center  with  essentially  full  hand  details,  and  a pleasing  repre- 
sentative example  of  the  date  and  grade. 

: 221  1918-D  MS-60  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  pale  golden  gray  with 

deepening  gold  at  the  rims.  Much  finer  visually  than  the  assigned 
grade  implies. 


222  1920-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  satiny  surfaces  with  an  ■•ven 

sheen  of  pale  champagne  toning. 

Choice  Uncirculated  1921  Half  Dollar 


223  1921  MS-63  (NGC).  A frosty  golden  gray  specimen  with  strong 

underlying  lustre  and  grand  overall  eye  appeal.  One  of  the  “big 
three”  dates  (along  with  its  branch  mint  compatriots  from  the  same 
year)  in  the  series  in  terms  of  rarity  and  overall  desirability,  the 
1921  is  an  issue  that  is  always  high  on  want  lists,  especially  so  at 
MS-63  as  here!  Struck  from  a modestly  clashed  reverse  die,  an  oc- 
currence not  often  seen  within  the  design  type,  and  neat  as  such. 
Decidedly  choice  for  the  grade,  and  certain  to  cause  a stir  of  bid- 
ding activity  when  it  takes  its  turn  on  the  auction  block. 

Careful  examination  under  low  magnification  reveals  a wealth  of  raised  die 
polishing  lines  around  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  and  Liberty’s  foot  immediately 
below. 

Mint  State  1921-D  Half  Dollar 


224  1921-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Rich  champagne  iridescence  graces  both 

sides  of  this  desirable  key  date  half  dollar,  though  the  toning  high- 
lights are  much  fainter  on  the  reverse.  The  underlying  lustre  adds 
greatly  to  the  presentation,  and  the  overall  quality  is  far  above  what 
might  be  expected  for  the  assigned  grade,  at  least  to  this  writer; 
the  reverse  is  easily  of  MS-63  quality.  A nice  example  of  a desir- 
able key  date. 

Sometimes  in  today’s  numismatic  world  it  is  desirable  to  have  a reality  check 
as  to  what  constitutes  tnie  rarity.  To  our  mind,  true  rarity  is  often  based  upon  the 
total  availability  of  coins  in  all  grades,  from  low  to  high,  thus  generating  a “key 
date”  as  here. 

Over  a long  period  of  time  as  market  trends  come  and  go  and  tads  nse  and  fall, 
key  dates  tend  to  hold  their  magnetic  attraction.  In  seeking  any  level  of  coin,  finest 
known,  well  worn,  or  anything  in  between,  and  all  have  their  aspects  of  desirabil- 
ity, the  concept  of  basic  rarity  is  important.  In  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 
series,  such  basically  rare  pieces  include  but  are  not  limited  to  the  1917-S  with 
mintmark  on  obverse,  the  three  issuesof  192  Land  the  1938-D.  Back  in  the  1950s, 
when  such  coins  could  be  readily  taken  from  circulation,  these  were  the  dates  seen 
the  least  often.  Today,  the  1938-D  has  been  eclipsed  by  a lot  of  other  coins,  in- 
cluding most  mintmarks  of  the  early  years,  and  many  Mint  State  pieces  survive, 
but  still  It  is  a key  date  in  a way. 
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Mint  State  1921-S  Liberty  Walking  500 

Key  to  the  Series 


226 


1923-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of 
pale  golden  toning.  Definitely  choice  for  the  grade,  as  one  glance 
will  no  doubt  affirm. 


227  1927-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  show  warm 

golden  highlights  and  great  overall  appearance  for  the  assigned 
grade.  The  first  coinage  in  the  denomination  since  the  1923-S  is- 
sue (half  doOars  were  struck  only  in  si.x  years  between  1921  and 
1934,  and  only  at  branch  mints — 1923-S,  1927-S,  1928-S  1929- 
D,  1929-S,  and  1933-S).  The  present  coin  is  a pleasing  representa- 
tive of  the  date  and  grade  in  all  respects. 


228  Classic  Liberty  Walking  short  set,  1934-1947,  all  dates  and 
mints,  grades  MS-60  to  65,  average  grade  MS-63  or  finer. 

All  are  highly  lustrous  and  choice  for  their  respective  grades,  and 
eye  appeal  was  of  heavy  consideration  when  this  set  was  assembled. 
A lovely  group  that  should  be  seen  to  be  fully  appreciated.  Housed 
in  two  custom  plastic  holders.  (Total:  39  pieces) 


(2x  photo) 

225  1921-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  just  a hint  of 

pale  champagne  on  the  satiny  surfaces.  A pleasing  com  for  the  grade, 
one  that  displays  a fairly  strong  strike  for  the  date  as  well  as  eye 
appeal  that  goes  above  and  beyond  the  parameters  of  the  grade. 
While  the  1921-S  issue  shows  a mintage  of  548,000  pieces  (a  fig- 
ure that  is  better  than  twice  the  number  of  half  dollars  produced  in 
Philadelphia  in  1921),  this  date  is  the  rarest  in  the  series  m Uncir- 
culated! Coins  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  always  seemed  to  find 
their  way  into  circulation  more  readily  than  many  of  their  con- 
temporary counterparts  from  the  same  era,  and  are  less  often  seen 
in  Mint  State  as  a result.  Though  you  probably  don’t  need  a gentle 
reminder,  let  us  note  that  this  is  an  important  opportunity  that 
may  not  be  repeated  soon,  and  we  suspect  the  bidding  will  be  quite 
active  when  this  lot  takes  its  place  in  the  auction  arena. 

Although  the  mintage  of  the  1921-S  was  not  the  lowest,  as  noted,  this  was  an 
economic  "recession"  year  (although  that  term  was  not  widely  employed  at  the 
time),  and  somehow  the  San  Francisco  versions  tended  to  be  spent  more  readily. 
As  can  be  seen  from  the  illustration,  more  so  from  the  coin  itself,  this  is  a very 
handsome  example,  the  striking  on  us  own  being  especially  sharp  and  basically 
three  dimensional. 


229  1948  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  An  amazing  rainbow-toned  gem  of 

the  finest  order.  Satiny  deep  golden  gray  surfaces  show  strong  un- 
derlying lustre  and  a bold  and  crisp  strike.  Just  one  example  of  the 
date  has  been  graded  finer  within  the  FB  designation  by  PCGS. 
Vividly  toned  gem  Uncirculated  Franklin  half  dollars  are  currently 
in  vogue  in  today’s  numismatic  marketplace,  and  the  Haig 
Koshkarian  coins  (the  present  lot  included)  that  follow  are  among 
the  most  colorful  and  finest  group  of  original  gems  you  are  likely 
to  see  for  some  time! 

PCGS  Population:  159;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67  FBL). 
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230  1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Vivid  rainbow  iridescence  explodes 

on  lustrous  and  satiny  golden  gray  surfaces.  A definite  gem  in  ev- 
ery regard. 


231 


232 


1948-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Intense  rich  wine  red  and  gold 
blend  in  a fiery  and  exciting  display  on  the  highly  lustrous  surfaces 
of  this  sharply  struck  gem. 


Trio  of  Franklin  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS):  ☆ 1948- 
D.  Intense  fiery  gold  and  violet  toning  ☆ 1951.  Deep  gold  and 
violet  on  the  obverse,  largely  brilliant  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1952.  Rich 
electric  blue  and  silver  gray  on  the  obverse,  mainly  brilliant  on  the 
reverse.  A lustrous  trio  of  colorful  gems.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Richly  Toned  Gem  1949  Franklin  50^ 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


233  1949  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Deep  and  vibrant  silver  gray  with  a 

touch  of  rich  gold  and  electric  blue  on  highly  lustrous  surfaces. 
No  example  of  the  date  has  received  a finer  grade  within  the  des- 
ignation from  PCGS,  a sign  that  advanced  Franklin  half  specialists 
may  want  to  pay  special  attention  to  the  present  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  90;  none  finer. 


234  A half  dozen  Franklin  half  dollars,  each  grading  MS-64  (PCfiSj. 
All  are  vividly  toned:  ☆ 1949  FBL.  Rich  and  deep  silver  gray  iri- 
descence on  the  obverse,  reverse  largely  brilliant  with  a hint  of 
pale  gold  ☆ 1949-D  FBL.  Deep  gold  and  violet  on  the  obverse, 
deep  gunmetal-bluc  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1950  FBL.  Sultry  golden 
gray  with  a splash  here  and  there  of  electric  blue  and  peach  ☆ 1951- 
D FBL.  Deep  and  vibrant  lemon  yellow  on  the  obverse,  mainly 
brilliant  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1960-D  FBL.  Deep  gold  and  silver  gray 
iridescence  ☆ 1962-D.  Brilliant  centers  give  way  to  deep  halos  of 
rich  gold  at  the  rims.  A nice  group  all  told.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


235  1949-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Fiery  deep  golden  red  on  the  ob- 

verse and  deep  champagne  on  the  reverse,  with  a high  degree  of 
lustre  on  both  sides. 


236  1949-S  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A .sharp  and  lustrous  gem  example 

of  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the  series.  Deep  golden  gray  and  fiery 
orange  mingle  with  pale  electric  blue  on  the  obverse,  while  the 
reverse  is  a fine  and  even  shade  of  bright  silver  gray  with  an  under- 
lying hint  of  electric  blue.  Only  two  examples  of  the  date  have 
been  graded  finer  within  the  designation  by  PCGS.  Definitely  for 
a collector  who  cherishes  richly  toned  gem  Franklin  half  dollars. 

PCGS  Population:  74;  2 finer  within  designation  (MS-67  FBL  finest). 


237 


1949-S  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A second  splendid  gem  Uncircu- 
lated example  of  the  date,  this  with  deep  peach  and  red-gold  iri- 
descence on  the  obverse,  and  with  much  central  brilliance  on  the 
reverse  that  gives  way  to  deep  golden  highlights  at  the  rim. 

PCGS  Population:  74;  2 finer  within  designation  (MS-67  FBL  finest). 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


I'l  IE  Classics  Sale 


e»»> 


238 


1950  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Incredibly  strong  lustre  bursts  forth 
from  beneath  rich  electric  blue  iridescence  tempered  in  places  with 
bold  golden  highlights.  A sparkling  gem  of  the  finest  order — only 
one  e.xample  of  the  date  has  been  certified  finer  within  the  desig- 
nation by  PCGS! 

PCGS  Population:  104;  1 finer  within  designation  {MS-67  FBL). 


239  1950-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Sparkling  deep  gold  and  violet 

toning  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  rich  gold  and  mint  brilliance 
vying  for  dominance.  The  underlying  lustre  is  such  that  the  satiny 
surfaces  seemingly  glow  from  within. 


240  1950-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  spins  busily 

beneath  pale  pastel  gold,  blue,  and  rose  toning  highlights.  Only 
two  examples  of  the  date  have  received  finer  grades  from  PCGS 
within  the  designation,  and  one  glance  at  this  lovely  coin  will  il- 
lustrate why!  A pleasing  gem  in  all  respects. 

PCGS  Population:  70;  2 finer  within  designation  (MS-66  finest). 


Colorful  Gem  Mint  State  1951  Franklin  500 


241  1951  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Intense  lustre  serves  to  highlight  the 

vibrant  display  of  rich  gold,  blue,  and  peach  iridescence  on  this 
satiny  gem.  Only  one  example  of  the  date  has  been  graded  finer 
within  the  designation  by  PCGS,  a fact  that  speaks  volumes  about 
the  presently  offered  gem.  Truly  beautiful,  both  physically  and  vi- 
sually. 

PCGS  Population:  66;  1 finer  within  designation  (MS-67  FBL). 

As  with  virtually  all  of  the  Franklin  half  dollars  in  this  section  of  the  Haig 
Koshkarian  Collection,  our  written  interpretation  of  the  colorful  toning  high- 
lights falls  far  short  of  describing  the  actual  beauty  and  overall  quality  of  the 
coins.  Alas,  if  we  truly  could  paint  a picture  with  words  (and  believe  us,  we  try!), 
our  verbal  palette  would  overflow  with  a wealth  of  intense  hues  that  would 
impress  the  finest  artists.  However,  nothing  takes  the  place  of  in-person  exami- 
nation, for  then  and  only  then  wiU  you  see  the  coins  as  they  actually  appear,  and 
thus  be  able  to  form  your  own  opinion  as  to  their  colorful,  beautiful  quality. 


Splendid  Gem  1951-D  Franklin  500 


None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


242  1951-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Deep  and  vibrant  gold  and  peach  irides- 

cence graces  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  somewhat  brilliant 
at  the  center  with  broad  golden  highlights  at  the  rim.  The  lustre 
alone  is  “worth  the  price  of  admission,”  as  they  say,  and  serves  to 
highlight  the  gem  quality  of  the  present  coin  (indeed,  a case  could 
be  made  for  calling  this  gem  “FBL”).  One  ofjust  three  examples 
of  the  date  called  MS-66  by  NGC,  with  none  certified  finer  within 
any  designation  by  that  firm. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 
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Delightfully  Toned  Gem  1951-S  500 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


243  1951-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fiery  red,  rich  indigo,  bright  sea  green, 

and  deep  gold  flash  in  electric  brilliance  on  much  of  the  obverse, 
while  the  satiny  reverse  reveals  a blush  of  pastel  blue  with  rich  gold 
at  the  rim.  A definite  gem  that  holds  up  well  to  careful  scrutiny,  as 
visually  stunning  as  it  is  physically  attractive.  No  example  of  the 
date  has  been  certified  finer  within  any  designation  by  PCGS!  An 
elusive  branch  mint  Franklin  half  dollar  readily  deserving  of  its 
lofty  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  71;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

What  may  be  a repunched  S mintmark  is  noted  under  low  magnification. 


244  1951-S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  highly  lustrous  gem 

with  intense  gold,  violet,  and  deep  electric  blue  toning  highlights. 
Sharply  struck  and  thoroughly  pleasing  in  all  regards. 


Impressive  Gem  1952-D  Franklin  500 

Tied  for  Finest  “FBL”  Graded  by  NGC 


246  1952-D  MS-66  FBL  (NGC).  Incredibly  deep  electric  crimson 

shares  the  obverse  spotlight  with  bursts  of  electric  blue  and  gold 
on  this  highly  lustrous  and  sharply  struck  gem,  while  the  reverse 
exhibits  a warm  golden  gray  surface  graced  with  glowing  halos  of 
rich  lime  green,  gold,  orange,  and  pale  violet.  One  of  just  a half 
dozen  examples  of  the  date  called  MS-66  FBL  by  NGC,  with  no 
other  examples  graded  finer  within  the  designation  by  that  firm. 
One  heck  of  a gorgeous  coin  is  about  to  cross  the  auction  block, 
but  we’re  certain  numismatic  fans  of  Ben  Franklin  have  already 
taken  note! 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer  within  designation. 


247  1952-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A satiny  golden  gray  gem  with 

vibrant  lustre  and  a dusting  of  pale  pastel  rose,  blue,  and  gold  iri- 
descence, placed  there  by  nature  almost  as  an  afterthought.  We 
can’t  imagine  a Franklin  half  dollar  specialist  who  wouldn’t  enjoy 
the  quality  and  beauty  displayed  by  the  present  gem! 

Incredibly  Toned  Gem  Uncirculated  1952-S  500 

None  Graded  Finer  in  Any  Designation  by  NGC 


248  1952-S  MS-67  (NGC).  An  incredibly  toned  gem.  The  satiny  sur- 

faces are  host  to  impressive  cartwheel  lustre  that  glides  smoothly 
beneath  deeply  iridescent  peach,  gold,  blue,  rose,  and  sea  green  on 
the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  displays  a golden  gray  center  that  is 
vividly  embroiled  with  gold,  red,  and  sea  green  toning.  One  of 
fewer  than  a dozen  examples  of  the  date  called  MS-67  by  NGC, 
with  no  finer  examples  extant  in  an  NCiC  holder  in  any  grade 
designation.  The  assigned  grade  naturally  beckons  the  viewer  to 
apply  a critical  eye,  but  the  only  reward  for  that  application  is  a 
deeper  appreciation  of  how  nice  this  gem  truly  is! 

NGC  Census:  1 1 ; none  finer  within  any  designation. 


245  1952  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A satiny  beauty  with  strong  underly- 

ing lustre  that  supports  bright  pastel  rose,  blue,  gold,  and  sea  green 
on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  aglow  with  a sheen  of  pale 
champagne  iridescence.  Gorgeous  in  its  own  subtle  way. 

Obverse  die  cracks  extend  from  the  rim  at  5:00  through  the  field  between 
TR  in  TRUST  upward  across  Franklin’s  bust  to  a point  in  the  field  beneath  his 
chin,  while  another  crack  extends  from  the  rim  at  7:30  through  the  rightmost 
upright  of  the  N of  IN  and  then  into  Franklin’s  hair. 
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24*»  Quintette  of  vividly  toned  Franklin  half  dollars,  each  grad- 
ing MS-66  (PCGS):  ☆ 1952-S.  Deep  violet  and  wine  red  on  the 
obverse,  silver  gray  at  the  reverse  center  with  deep  violet  at  the 
run  ☆ 1953-S.  Sparkling  pale  sky  blue  iridescence  ☆ 1956.  Pale 
pastel  blue  and  rose  ☆ 1957.  Deep  iridescent  violet  and  electric 
blue  on  the  obverse,  reverse  pale  gold  ☆ 1958.  Electric  blue  and 
pale  violet  obverse,  chiefly  silver  with  pale  blue  reverse.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

Gem  Uncirculated  1953  Franklin  500 
None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


250  1953  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A blazingly  lustrous  and  colorfully 
toned  gem  example  of  the  lowest  mintage  date  in  the  Franklin  half 
dollar  series.  The  obverse  features  a dazzling  array  of  pastel  yellow, 
deeper  gold,  and  bright  wisps  of  green  and  blue,  while  the  reverse 
features  rich  toning  that  leans  toward  violet,  indigo,  and  deep  sil- 
ver gray.  While  just  over  two  dozen  examples  of  the  date — includ- 
ing the  present  coin — have  been  called  MS-66  FBL  by  PCGS,  no 
1953  half  dollar  has  been  graded  finer  by  that  group  within  any 
designation.  A splendid  gem  with  dazzling  eye  appeal! 

PCGS  Population:  25;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

251  Half  a dozen  vividly  toned  Franklin  half  dollars,  each  MS-65 
(PCGS):  ☆ 1953.  Deep  violet  and  crimson  obverse,  largely  bril- 
liant reverse  with  rich  golden  halo  at  rim  ☆ 1959.  Golden  gray 
with  deep  golden  toning  at  the  rims,  especially  so  the  obverse  ☆ 
1960.  Rich  pastel  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  dazzlingly  brilliant 
with  a nuance  of  pale  champagne  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1961.  Deep 
.silver  gray  and  rainbow  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  toned  to  a lesser 
degree  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1962.  Wisps  of  pale  gold  mingle  with 
areas  of  deep  gold  on  the  obverse,  just  a hint  of  pale  champagne  is 
seen  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1963.  The  brilliant  obverse  center  gives  way 
to  deep  rainbow  toning  at  the  rim,  while  the  reverse  maintains  its 
fully  brilliant  dignity  save  for  a touch  of  rich  gold  at  the  extreme 
periphery.  All  are  highly  lustrous  and  thoroughly  appealing.  (To- 
tal: 6 pieces) 


Frosty  Gem  Mint  State  1953-D  500 
None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


252  1953-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A high  degree  oflustre  enhances 

the  rich  rainbow  toning  on  this  satiny  gem.  The  obverse  is  largely 
brilliant  with  a crescent  of  extraordinarily  bright  rainbow  toning 
at  the  bottom  rim,  while  the  reverse  is  aglow  with  fiery  deep  gold 
that  mingles  with  blue  and  green  at  the  outer  periphery.  For  the 
record,  PCGS  has  not  certified  an  example  of  the  date  finer  than 
the  presently  offered  coin  within  any  designation.  The  next  owner 
of  this  colorful  gem  will  obtain  “bragging  rights”  to  one  of  the 
finest — and  prettiest — 1953-D  Franklin  half  dollars  to  be  found 
anywhere! 

PCGS  Population:  49;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


253  1953-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  lustrous  gcni  example 

of  the  date,  this  with  deep  and  dusky  golden  toning  on  the  obverse 
that  deepens  to  blue  and  violet  at  the  rim,  while  the  reverse  is  some- 
what brilliant  at  the  center,  fading  outward  to  gold,  red,  blue,  and 
bright  green  at  the  rim.  Definitely  gem  quality! 


254  1953-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  strong  underlying 

lustre  that  heightens  the  appeal  of  the  pastel  gold,  rose,  peach, 
and  sea  green  iridescence  that  blends  smoothly  on  its  surfaces. 
While  nearly  200  examples  of  the  date  have  been  called  MS-66 
by  PCGS,  not  a solitary  1953-S  half  dollar  has  been  graded  finer 
by  that  group  within  any  designation  (MS  or  MS  FBL).  The 
present  date  probably  doesn’t  come  much  finer  than  the  qualirv' 
represented  by  the  present  specimen,  at  least  not  in  a PCGS 
holder.  Every  bit  the  gem  the  holder  proclaims  it  to  be,  both 
physically  and  aesthetically. 

PCGS  Population:  190;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 
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255  1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Sultry  silver  gray  surfaces  glow  with  warm 

pastel  rose,  sky  blue,  and  gold,  all  enhanced  by  a strong  underglow 
of  cartwheel  lustre.  No  examples  of  the  date  have  received  a finer 
grade,  within  any  designation,  from  NGC.  A great  opportunity 
for  an  alert  Franklin  half  dollar  collector. 

NGC  Ceniius:  45;  none  finer. 


256  1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Deep  violet  and  gold  mingle  with 

rich  slate  iridescence  on  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  nicely  struck 
gem. 


Impressive  Gem  Mint  State  1954-D  500 
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1954-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  highly  lustrous  gem 
example  of  the  date,  this  with  fully  brilliant  centers  that  give  way 
to  bright  golden  toning  near  the  rims.  Franklin’s  portrait  is  frosted 
and  the  surrounding  field  is  somewhat  satiny  in  texture,  impart- 
ing a faint  yet  obvious  cameo  contrast  to  the  obverse.  Just  two  ex- 
amples of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  than  the  present  coin 
within  the  FBL  designation  by  PCGS,  a .sure  indication  of  the  qual- 
ity of  the  present  piece. 

PCGS  Population:  44;  2 finer  within  designation  (MS-67  FBL  finest). 


258  Trio  of  Franklin  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS),  all  lus- 
trous and  exhibiting  exciting  toning  highlights:  ☆ 1954-D.  Pale 
silver  gray  iridescence  with  a hint  of  gold  and  rose  ☆ 1955.  Bright 
electric  sea  green  and  gold  on  the  obverse,  fully  brilliant  on  the 
reverse  ☆ 1959-D.  A colorful  display  of  pale  pastel  green,  blue, 
peach,  and  gold  adorns  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  fully  bril- 
liant with  a pale  hint  of  faint  champagne.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


259  1954-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Glistening  steel  gray  iridescence  tem- 

pered with  rose,  gold,  and  electric  blue  on  highly  lustrous  gem 
surfaces.  An  aesthetically  appealing  coin,  one  that  is  tied  for  finest 
graded  within  the  designation  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  70;  none  finer  within  designation. 


260  1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  The  golden  gray  obverse  center  is  en- 

shrined among  splashes  of  bright  and  lively  gold,  violet,  blue,  and 
rose,  while  the  reverse  is  evenly  toned  in  vibrant  sunset  hues.  A 
hauntingly  beautiful  gem  of  the  finest  order,  at  least  where  NGC 
is  concerned;  that  firm  has  not  graded  a finer  example  of  the  date 
within  any  designation.  Mother  Nature’s  palette  was  in  full  bloom 
when  this  gem  took  on  its  blazing  toning  highlights! 

NGC  Census:  45;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Gem  Mint  State  1955  Franklin  500 
MS-67  FBL 

The  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


261  1955  MS-67  FBL  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  of  the  highest  order  with 

pale  lilac  centers  that  glow  as  brightly  as  the  deep  peach,  rose,  and 
yellow  peripheral  highlights  that  surround  them.  One  of  the  fin- 
est examples  of  the  date  we  have  ever  seen,  and  obviously  one  of 
the  finest  examples  ever  seen  by  NGC — this  is  the  only  MS-67 
FBL  example  certified  by  that  firm,  with  none  graded  finer  within 
any  designation!  A splendid  combination  of  hand-selected  quality 
and  visual  beauty. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 
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1956  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deep  sky  blue  and  bright  golden  irides- 
cence on  the  obverse,  with  rich  splashes  of  vibrant  rose  and  blue 
that  dominate  the  reverse.  A pleasing  gem  in  all  regards. 


263  1957  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Bright  iridescent  pale  sea  green,  blue, 

and  gold  enhance  the  obverse,  while  rich  deep  gold  and  pale  violet 
grace  the  reverse  of  this  lustrous  gem  Franklin  half  dollar.  About 
as  fine  as  you’ll  see  for  the  date  and  grade  combination. 


264 


Lovely  Gem  Uncirculated  1957-D  500 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


1957-D  MS-67  FBL  (NGC).  Intense  lustre  supports  equally  in- 
tense neon  green,  lilac,  gold,  and  rose  iridescence  on  the  obverse, 
while  the  reverse  is  mainly  silver  gray  with  hints  of  gold  and  green 
iridescence.  No  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  by 
NGC  within  any  designation,  a sure  indication  that  the  present 
coin  is  readily  among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  extant. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


265  1957-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Fiery  orange  gold  blends  warmly 

with  intense  violet  and  pale  blue,  calling  to  mind  a deep  autumn 
sunset  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  deep  silver  gray  at  the 
center  with  bright  peach,  gold,  and  electric  blue  at  the  rim.  A defi- 
nite gem  that  will  no  doubt  deliver  the  same  immense  degree  of 
satisfaction  to  its  next  owner  that  it  brought  to  its  present  owner. 


266  1958  MS-67  (NGC).  A splendidly  toned  gem,  a lustrous  coin 

that  displays  warm  and  deep  lilac,  electric  blue,  gold,  and  rose  iri- 
descence in  abundance.  Just  two  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
graded  finer  by  NGC,  both  of  those  MS-67  with  a designa- 
tion; the  present  coin  is  certainly  a “star”  in  its  own  right! 

NGC  Census:  21 ; 2 finer  (MS-67*  finest). 


Superb  Gem  Mint  State  1958-D  500 

Tied  For  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 
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1958-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Intensely  deep  violet  and  fiery  orange 
iridescence  combine  in  a visually  enticing  manner  on  the  obverse 
of  this  lovely  gem,  while  the  reverse  displays  a pale  yet  lively  sheen 
of  faint  sky  blue  iridescence.  A gorgeous  gem,  a coin  that  NGC 
saw  fit  to  call  MS-67 — as  of  this  writing  they  have  not  seen  fit  to 
certify  a specimen  of  the  date  at  a finer  grade  in  any  designation! 
Yet  another  richly  toned  gem  that  is  practically  guaranteed  to  set 
the  hearts  of  Franklin  half  dollar  specialists  ablaze  with  bidding 
enthusiasm. 


NGC  Census:  16;  none  finer  within  designation. 
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268  1958-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A nearly  unbelievable  array  of 

bright  bursts  of  crisp  rainbow  iridescence  enliven  the  highly  lus- 
trous obverse,  while  the  bright  silver  gray  reverse  is  host  to  a sliver 
of  the  same  rainbow  toning  near  the  left  rim.  You  will  be  hard 
pressed  to  find  a much  more  colorful  half  dollar  than  the  present 
coin,  even  among  the  current  Dr.  Koshkarian  offering  of  stupen- 
dously colorful  Franklins! 


Toned  Gem  Uncirculated  1959  Franklin  500 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


269  1959  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Rich  golden  toning  on  the  obverse 

shares  center  stage  with  wisps  of  pale  rose,  blue,  and  sea  green, 
while  the  reverse  is  largely  silver  gray  with  a nuance  of  pale  gold 
and  blue  at  the  rim.  A satiny  and  lustrous  gem  of  the  finest  order, 
at  least  where  the  date  is  concerned;  just  15  examples  have  been 
caUed  MS-66  FBL  by  PCGS,  with  none  graded  finer  within  any 
designation  by  that  group.  A late-date  condition  rarity  in  the 
Franklin  half  doUar  series. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Gem  Mint  State  1959-D  500 


270  1959-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS) . Intense  underlying  lustre  supports 

an  array  of  deep  and  bold  violet,  crimson,  gold,  and  sea  green  iri- 
descence, while  the  reverse  shows  a touch  of  silver  gray  at  the  cen- 
ter. A sharp  and  appealing  coin  from  the  Denver  Mint  with  strong 
physical  quality  that  readily  measures  up  to  its  aesthetic  beauty, 
and  every  bit  the  gem  the  label  purports  it  to  be.  Indeed,  only  one 
example  of  the  date  has  been  graded  finer  within  the  FBL  desig- 
nation by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  31;  1 finer  within  designation  (MS-67  FBL). 


271  1960  MS-66  (PCGS).  A dazzling  display  of  pale  pastel  yellow, 

rose,  gold,  blue,  and  green  greatly  heightens  the  beauty  of  the  ob- 
verse, while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant  save  for  a touch  of  faint 
gold  here  and  there.  An  impressive  gem  with  nearly  blinding  lus- 
tre on  both  sides.  One  of  the  dozen  finest  examples  of  the  date 
certified  by  PCGS;  no  1960-dated  Franklin  half  dollar  has  received 
a finer  grade  than  the  present  coin  from  that  firm  in  any  designa- 
tion, and  one  glance  will  suffice  to  tell  you  why. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Splendidly  Colorful  1960-D  Gem  500 


272  1960-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Easily  one  of  the  most  spectacu- 

larly toned  Franklin  half  dollars  in  the  Haig  Koshkarian  Collec- 
tion! An  incredible  array  ofbright  gold,  blue,  rose,  violet,  orange, 
and  peach  (along  with  other  colorful  iridescent  hues  too  numer- 
ous to  mention)  grace  both  sides  of  this  sparkling,  lustrous  gem. 
Twirling  this  beauty  in  a light  source  reveals  a kaleidoscopic  treat 
of  intense  visual  enchantment.  Do  we  love  this  coin?  You  bet  we 
do,  and  if  you  like  colorfully  toned  gems,  we’re  certain  you  will 
love  it  too! 
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1961  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  satiny  pearlescent  gray  with 
rich  splashes  of  electric  blue,  pale  gold,  rose,  and  peach.  While  the 
colors  displayed  on  the  present  coin  are  perhaps  not  as  stunning  as 
those  on  certain  other  Franklin  half  dollars  from  the  Haig 
Koshkarian  Collection,  the  visual  enchantment  and  overall  aes- 
thetic quality  are  easily  just  as  high!  It  is  certainly  worth  noting 
that  PCGS  has  not  certified  an  example  of  the  date  finer  than  the 
present  coin  within  any  designation.  A true  gem  in  every  regard. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 
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Lovely  Gem  Uncirculated  1961-D  500 
None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


1961-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  at  the  obverse 
center  with  rich  rainbow  iridescence  at  the  periphery;  the  reverse 
is  largely  silver  gray  with  a halo  of  contrasting  pastel  highlights  at 
the  rim.  A delightfully  toned  gem  that  exudes  eye  appeal  and  color, 
and  a coin  that  has  no  “betters”  in  the  PCGS  Population  Report 
within  any  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 


275  1961-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  deep  and  rich 

pastel  toning  on  the  obverse  that  contrasts  greatly  with  the  fully 
brilliant  reverse.  A pleasing  gem  specimen,  especially  so  for  the 
assigned  grade. 


276  1962  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fiery  gold,  orange,  crimson,  and  peach 

dominate  the  lustrous  obverse  of  this  delightfully  toned  gem,  while 
the  reverse  sports  an  unusually  rich  array  of  rose  and  pale  blue  iri- 
descence. Physically  sound  lor  the  assigned  grade,  and  a visual  treat 
that  is  among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS; 
that  tirm  has  not  graded  a finer  1962  Franklin  half  dollar  within 
any  designation! 

PCGS  Population:  10;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 


277  1962-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Deep  lilac,  sea  green,  gold,  and 

Vermillion  engage  the  viewer’s  eye  on  the  lustrous  obverse,  while 
the  silver  gray  reverse  center  is  surrounded  by  rich  crimson  and 
gold  toward  the  rim.  Sharp  and  appealing,  and  a pleasing  gem  in 
all  regards. 


278  1963  MS-66  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  with  satiny  lilac-gray 

centers.  A high  degree  of  fiery  gold,  crimson,  peach,  and  pale  blue 
adorns  the  fields  and  gathers  at  the  rims.  A beautiful  and  impres- 
sive gem,  a coin  that  is  tied  for  finest  graded  of  the  date  by  PCGS 
within  any  de.signation.  Definitely  of  gem  quality,  and  worthy  of 
active  pursuit  when  it  takes  its  turn  on  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1963-D  500 
Tied  For  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


279  1963-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Fiery  orange,  red,  gold,  and  sea 

green  share  the  obverse  with  natural  mint  brilliance,  while  the  re- 
verse displays  intense  carmine,  deep  orange,  deep  sea  green,  blue, 
and  rich  gold.  Among  the  finest  examples  of  this,  the  terminal 
date  of  the  design  type,  certified  by  PCGS — they  have  not  graded 
a finer  specimen  in  any  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  36;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 


americ:an  numismatic:  rarities 


I’HE  Classics  Sale 


67 


A Second  Gem  1963-D  500 
MS-66  FBL  PCGS 


280  1963-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A second  stunning  gem  MS-66 
FBL  example  of  the  date,  this  with  a mix  of  deep  rose,  pale  gold, 
and  equally  pale  sea  green  on  the  obverse,  though  with  a fully  bril- 
liant and  highly  lustrous  reverse.  One  of  three  dozen  examples  of 
the  date  called  MS-66  FBL  by  PCGS,  though  none  have  been  cer- 
tified finer  in  any  designation.  Your  final  opportunity  to  own  one 
of  Dr.  Haig  Koshkarian’s  hand-selected  “monster”  toning  Franklin 
half  dollars.  We  hope  you  enjoyed  the  offering! 

PCGS  Population:  36;  none  finer  in  any  designation. 

281  Complete  Mint  State  set  of  Franklin  half  dollars,  1948  through 
1963-D.  Grades  run  MS-63  and  finer,  with  many  nice  gems  in- 
cluded. All  are  brilliant,  hand-selected  pieces,  though  some  few 
coins  are  beginning  to  show  a touch  of  pale  champagne  toning.  A 
nice,  evenly  matched  set,  housed  in  a custom  plastic  holder  and 
folder,  and  decidedly  choice  overall.  (Total:  35  pieces) 

282  Mint  State  and  Proof  Kennedy  half  dollars,  1964  through  1978-S, 
average  grades  choice  to  gem,  with  Proofs  mainly  as  struck:  ☆ Sil- 
ver. 1964  Proof  90%  ☆ 1964  90%  ☆ 1964-D  90%  ☆ 1965  Spe- 
cial Mint  Set.  40%  ☆ 1966  SMS.  40%  ☆ 1967  SMS.  40%.  Cameo 
contrast,  scarce  in  SMS  coinage  ☆ 1968-D  40%  ☆ 1968-S  Proof 
40%  ☆ 1969-D  40%  ☆ 1969-S  Proof  40%  ☆ 1970-D  40%  ☆ 
1970-S  Proof  40%  ☆ Cupronickel.  1971  ☆ 1971-D  ☆ 1971-S 
Proofs  1972  ☆ 1972-D  ☆ 1972-S  Proof*  1973  ☆ 1973-D  ☆ 
1973-S  Proof*  1974  * 1974-D  ☆ 1974-S  Proof*  1776-1976  * 
1776-1976-D  * 1776-1976-S  Proof*  1776-1976-S  40%  silver  * 
1776-1976-S  Proof  40%  silver*  1977  * 1977-D  * 1977-S  Proof 
* 1978  * 1978-D  * 1978-S  Proof  All  Proofs,  1968-S  to  1978-S, 
are  cameo  in  appearance,  and  all  coins  in  this  set  are  fully  brilliant. 
Housed  in  a custom  plastic  notebook  style  holder.  A great  set  where 
quality  and  visual  charm  are  concerned.  (Total:  35  pieces) 


283  Partial  Kennedy  half  dollar  set,  1964  through  197H-S,  including 
Mint  State  and  Proof  issues.  Grades  average  MS-63  or  Proof-63, 
and  finer.  Proofs  essentially  as  struck.  All  display  varying  degrees 
of  toning:  * Silver.  1964  * 1964-D  * 1964  Proof  ☆ 1965  Special 
Mint  Set.  40%  silver  * 1966  SMS.  40%  silver  * 1967  SMS.  4(m. 
silver  * 1968-D  40%  silver  * 1968-S  Proof  40%  silver  * 1969- 
D 40%  silver  * 1969-S  Proof  40%  silver  * 1970-D  40%  silver  * 
1970-S  Proof  40%  silver  * Cupronickel.  1971  * 1971-D*  1971- 
S Proof*  1972  * 1972-D  * 1972-S  Proof*  1973  ☆ 1973-D  * 
1973-S  Proof*  1974  * 1974-D  * 1974-S  Proof*  1776-1976  * 
1776-1976-D  * 1776-1976-S  40%  silver  ☆ 1776-1976-S  Proof* 
1776-1976-S  Proof  40%  silver*  1977  * 1977-D  ☆ 1977-S  Proof 
* 1978  * 1978-D  * 1978-S  Proof  A hand-selected  and  thor- 
oughly delightful  group  of  Kennedy  half  dollars  with  strong  eye 
appeal.  Housed  in  a custom  plastic  holder  and  folder.  (Total:  35 
pieces) 


DOLLARS 

This  set  of  Eisenhower  dollars  was  assembled  at  the  time  of  issue 
from  hand-selected  pieces. 

284  Set  of  Eisenhower  dollars,  1971  through  1978-S,  Mint  State  and 
Proof  Grades  run  MS-63  and  finer.  Proofs  as  made:  * 1971  * 
1971-D  * 1971-S  40%  silver  * 1971-S  Proof  40%  silver  * 1972 
☆ 1972-D  * 1972-S  40%  silver  * 1972-S  Proof  40%  silver  * 
1973  ☆ 1973-D  * 1973-S  Proof*  1973-S  40%  silver.  1973-S 
Proof  40%  silver  * 1974  * 1974-D  * 1974-S  Proof*  1974-S 
40%  silver  * 1974-S  Proof  40%  silver  * 1776-1976  Variety  I * 
1776-1976  Variety  11  * 1776-1976-D  Variety  1 ☆ 1776-1976-D 
Variety  II  * 1776-1976-S  Variety  I ☆ 1776-1976-S  Variety  II  * 
1776-1976-S  40%  silver  * 1776-1976-S  Proof  40%  silver  * 1977 
* 1977-D  * 1977-S  Proof*  1978  ☆ 1978-D  * 1978-S  Proof 
An  extra  1977-D  illustrates  the  standard  reverse  of  the  type,  and 
an  extra  1776-1976-D  illustrates  the  Bicentennial  reverse  style.  All 
are  briUiant  though  some  show  degrees  of  light  toning.  A nice, 
evenly  matched  and  hand-selected  set,  housed  in  a Capital  Plastics 
custom  holder.  (Total:  34  pieces) 
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COLONIAL  AND  EAILLY 
AMEILICAN  COINS 

CXir  section  ot  pre-fcderal  issues  is  relatively  brief  in  this  sale,  but 
It  includes  some  notable  highlights.  Perhaps  the  single  most  note- 
worthy specimen  is  not  colonial  at  all,  as  the  Oregon  Territory  was 
never  a colony  despite  the  fact  that  several  nations  claimed  it  at  the 
tune  that  the  Northwest  Company  issued  its  famous  1820  beaver 
tokens.  Specimens  are  rarely  encountered,  particularly  in  a condi- 
tion as  nice  as  the  one  in  our  present  offering.  A type  collector  will 
be  quite  at  home  among  the  pre-federal  issues  in  this  sale;  there  is 
one  splendid  Rosa  Americana,  a very  appealing  Vermont  landscape, 
two  Connecticuts  of  major  types  (including  the  popular  AUCTOBl), 
a specimen  of  the  famous  and  popular  “Camel  Head”  Newjersey,  a 
few  high  quality  Fugios  (including  the  popular  8-pointed  star  vari- 
ety), and  a sampling  of  the  avidly  collected  later  token  issues.  If  you 
are  new  to  this  exciting  area,  rich  with  both  collector  value  and  his- 
tory, we  suggest  that  you  examine  this  offering  carefully  - there  is 
not  an  undesirable  coin  in  the  bunch. 


285  1723  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  Breen-92.  Crowned  Rose. 

EF-40  and  choice.  197.6  grains.  Choice  glossy  dark  chocolate 
brown  with  remarkable  visual  appeal.  Smooth  and  lovely,  a par- 
ticularly strong  example  of  this  popular  early  American  type.  A 
few  tiny  flyspecks  are  present  under  the  truncation  of  George  I’s 
bust,  but  the  surfaces  show  nothing  but  the  most  minor  contact 
marks.  While  sharper  specimens  exist,  examples  of  this  finely  pre- 
served quality  are  quite  elusive  in  the  marketplace.  The  twopence 
is  the  largest  of  the  Rosa  Americana  types  and  is  often  selected  for 
a major  ryyie  collection  as  the  most  impressive  of  the  denomina- 
tions. A superb  addition  to  any  well-formed  collection  of  pre-fed- 
eral  coinage. 

Lovely  EF  1785  Vermont  Copper 


286  1785  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-2.  Rarity-2.  Landscape, 

VERMONTS.  EF-40.  112.8  grains.  Nice  light  brown  and  olive 
with  excellent  eye  appeal.  The  surfaces  appear  nearly  smooth,  with 
some  light  scattered  granularity  noticed  under  scrutiny.  Boldly 


defined  with  essentially  full  legends  on  both  sides,  with  only  A of 
DECIMA  and  the  date  weak  from  a crudely  made  planchet — cer- 
tainly a common  situation  on  the  charming  and  simply  made  Ver- 
mont Landscape  series.  A few  planchet  striations  are  present  at  the 
base  ot  the  reverse,  the  rim  in  that  vicinity  showing  something  of 
a lip,  as  made.  The  color  is  even  and  beautiful,  ideal  for  a Vermont 
Landscape  piece,  and  the  central  detail  is  also  more  than  accept- 
able. A very  attractive  and  desirable  specimen  of  this  classic  early 
American  design,  one  that  has  always  excited  collectors  of  every 
level  of  sophistication. 


287  1785  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  6.3-G.l.  Rarity-  3.  Mailed 

Bust  Right.  EF-45.  145.6  grains.  A superb  example  of  this  vari- 
ety and  type,  rivaling  the  quality  of  the  Perkins  specimen.  Glossy 
medium  brown  surfaces  are  of  excellent  quahty  and  boast  lovely 
visual  appeal.  The  planchet  is  slightly  out  of  round,  showing  a 
straight  “chp”  at  9:00  on  the  obverse  and  a fissure  at  the  rim  be- 
low the  obverse  figure’s  shoulder.  The  sharpness  is  easily  equiva- 
lent to  the  Perkins  coin  (called  tied  for  second  finest  known)  where 
struck  up,  though  a weak  area  is  present  at  the  obverse  figure’s 
profile  near  central  obverse — this  contrasts  with  the  central  weak- 
ness manifested  at  the  central  reverse  of  the  Perkins  coin  and  makes 
that  coin  slightly  superior  (at  S2,760)  by  comparison.  Typical  die 
state,  with  reverse  bulge  noted  at  outstretched  hand  and  the  lateral 
breaks  through  the  seated  figure’s  head  present.  An  exceptional 
specimen  of  this  variety  and  type,  showing  choice  surfaces  and 
color,  and  worthy  of  a spot  in  a superb  cabinet  of  state  coppers  or 
pre-fcderal  coinage. 


288  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M.  39.2-ee.  Rarity-5.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  AUCTOBI/ET  LIR.  VF-25.  156.7  grams.  A pleasing 
specimen  of  this  popular  major  variety.  Attractive  light  brown  and 
olive  surfaces  retain  good  gloss  despite  some  microscopic  granu- 
larity. Fairly  sharp  middle  die  state  with  AUCTOBl  clear,  though 
the  R of  LIR  is  only  partially  defined  as  usual.  The  date  is  com- 
plete and  the  central  detail  is  nicely  defined  for  this  elusive  variets’, 
far  better  defined  than  the  Norweb  coin  in  fact.  A tiny  mint  clip  is 
present  over  OB  of  AUCTOBl,  die  break  over  D of  INDE  should 
not  be  confused  with  a rim  bruise,  minor  fissure  on  reverse  shield, 
tiny  rim  nick  atop  obverse.  Die  alignment  is  75°.  Far  finer  than  the 
Oechsner  coin,  not  quite  as  sharp  overall  as  the  I’erkins/Hessberg 
coin  but  rivaling  it  in  areas,  superior  to  the  Perkins  duplicate  al- 
though that  piece  was  an  impressively  late  die  state.  An  interesting 
variety,  among  those  listed  in  the  Gini/c  RvL,  and  a challenging 
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one  to  locate  in  higher  grades.  Worthy  of  a place  in  a collection  as 
fine  as  that  belonging  to  noted  colonial  coin  specialist  Richard 
Picker,  who  found  this  example  worthy  of  inclusion  in  his  own 
cabinet. 

From  Stack’s  Coin  Galleries’  sale  of  the  Richard  Picker  Reference 
Collection  of  Connecticut  Coppers,  July  1992,  Lot  2716. 


Choice  1787  New  Jersey  Maris  56-n 

Overstruck  on  Connecticut  Copper 


289  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  56-n.  Rarity-1.  EF-40.  134.0 
grains.  Beautiful  rich  chocolate  brown  surfaces  are  glossy  and  hard. 
The  rims  are  perfect  and  no  contact  marks  even  approach  signifi- 
cance. A Connecticut  copper  undertype  is  plain  in  the  fields  and 
within  the  shield,  including  nearly  complete  obverse  legends  which 
were  overstruck  boldly  enough  to  appear  as  perfectly  legible  shad- 
ing at  the  peripheries  rather  than  manifesting  themselves  in  relief 
A faint  planchet  fissure  is  present  below  P of  PLURIBUS.  Maris 
56-n  is  a common  variety,  and  often  appears  with  strong  traces  of 
undertype  (most  seem  to  be  struck  atop  one  sort  of  copper  or  other), 
but  the  present  example  would  ideally  meet  the  needs  of  a type 
collector  as  a well-defined  and  nicely  preserved  New  Jersey  cop- 
per with  excellent  color  and  surfaces.  Its  nice  pedigree  and  fine 
visual  appeal  make  this  a very  desirable  New  Jersey  copper. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Henry  Garrett  Collection  of 
New  Jersey  coppers,  March  1992,  Lot  1412;  Chris  Victor-McCawley’s 
December  1992  fixed  price  list,  where  this  coin  was  featured  on  a color 
plate. 

290  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  64-t.  Rarity-1.  Large  Planchet. 
VF-25  (PCGS).  An  impressively  late  die  state  on  this  relatively 
common  variety.  Medium  brown  and  dark  olive  with  some  golden 
undertones  on  the  reverse.  A pleasing  coin,  boldly  defined  at  pe- 
ripheries and  mostly  smooth,  with  only  some  minor  scattered  marks 
and  two  short  scratches  noted  atop  the  shield  on  reverse.  A planchet 
lamination  is  present  at  the  date  and  loses  no  detail  in  that  region. 
Perhaps  the  most  fascinating  Maris  64-t  we’ve  seen,  not  the  finest, 
but  certainly  interesting — the  obverse  die  has  completely  broken 
to  a state  that  was  not  included  in  Taylor,  Norweb,  Henry  Garrett, 
O’Donnell,  or  the  recently  sold  Boyd  collection.  The  centers  are 
rough  and  ill  defined,  more  or  less  unstruck  by  the  deeply  sunken 
and  broken  obverse  die,  with  a concomitant  loss  of  pressure  dur- 
ing striking  on  the  central  reverse.  A substantial  internal  cud  is 
present  under  the  horse’s  snout,  the  reverse  die  is  broken  above 
UM  of  UNUM  with  no  denticles  present  in  that  region  and  slight 
swelling  visible,  and  a die  crack  stretches  from  the  reverse  rim  at 
5:00  into  the  central  shield.  A fascinating  specimen  for  the  New 
Jersey  specialist,  an  undoubtedly  scarce  terminal  state  of  this  well- 
known  obverse  die,  and  a nifty  addition  to  any  early  American 
collection. 


291 


1794  Talbot,  Allum,  and  Lee  cent.  Breen-1029.  New  York. 
EF-40  and  choice.  157.0  grains.  A remarkably  nice  example  for 
the  assigned  grade,  boasting  superb  glossy  dark  chocolate  brown 
surfaces.  Smooth  and  extremely  attractive,  in  many  ways  an  ideal 
specimen  at  the  EF  level  with  nothing  but  a few  minor  contact 
marks  present.  Far  better  centered  than  the  Guide  Book  plate  coin, 
with  full  date  on  the  planchet,  and  actually  sharper  than  that  piece 
as  well.  An  exceptional  specimen  fit  for  the  fussiest  collector  of 
early  American  issues. 


292  1794  Franklin  Press  token.  Breen-1165.  EF-45. 122.3  grains.  Pleas- 

ing milk  chocolate  brown.  A pleasing  specimen  with  only  light 
scattered  contact  marks.  Early  die  state  with  no  trace  ofbreak  within 
printing  press.  A desirable  specimen  of  this  popular  merchant  to- 
ken type. 


Rare,  Exciting  1820  Northwest  Company  Token 

An  Above  Average  Example 


293  1820  Northwest  Company  token.  Breen-1083.  F-12.  137.7 

grains.  A far  above  average  example  of  this  popular  frontier  type, 
circulated  in  the  earliest  settlements  in  what  is  today  Oregon,  be- 
fore the  Northwest  Company  merged  into  the  dominant  Hudson’s 
Bay  Company  in  1821.  Bright  brassy  golden  surfaces  show  a bit  of 
faint  orange  toning.  The  devices  are  bold  for  this  usually  wretched 
issue,  but  more  importantly  the  surfaces  are  uncluttered  by  the 
typical  heavy  corrosion  that  plagues  this  always-dug  issue.  Indeed, 
most  known  specimens  have  been  excavated  in  Oregon  and  show 
severe  corrosion  from  burial.  This  example  shows  some  scattered 
tiny  pits,  with  a minor  area  of  identifying  roughness  left  of  the 
date,  but  none  interferes  with  the  well-defined  devices.  All  leg- 
ends are  bold.  Holed  for  suspension  as  always  seen;  two  are  known 
without  holes,  those  likely  being  proofs  that  were  never  issues,  as 
the  raison  d’etre  for  this  issue  was  use  in  trading  for  furs  with  early 
mountain  men  and  native  Americans  in  the  Northwest — the  bea- 
ver device  on  the  reverse  is  said  to  be  an  indication  of  its  denomi- 
nation, namely  one  beaver  pelt.  The  hole  in  this  case  is  oval  in 
form,  not  perfectly  round,  a strong  indication  that  this  piece  was 
extensive  worn  as  an  ornament,  a likelihood  that  is  corroborated 
by  the  fact  that  the  base  of  the  reverse  is  slightly  more  worn  than 
the  top.  Like  all  specimens  we  have  encountered,  this  example  does 
show  signs  of  light  polishing  after  its  recovery  from  the  ground. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 


The  Classics  Sale 


but  Hot  so  much  as  to  detract  from  positive  overall  visual  appeal. 
W'e  have  never  seen  a “pretty”  Northwest  Company  token,  but 
this  one  comes  a lot  closer  than  most.  A rare  issue,  avidly  collected 
by  pre-tederal  specialists  as  a “colonial”  coin  from  the  Northwest, 
an  e.xample  that  is  thought  of  as  a hallmark  of  an  advanced  collec- 
tion of  early  American  issues.  The  fact  that  this  issue  may  have 
been  used  as  a prize  or  trading  item  with  Native  Americans  — and 
that  this  e.xample  specifically  shows  strong  indications  of  this  — 
makes  this  an  especially  desirable  type. 

Whole  books  have  been  written  about  the  exciting  history  of  the  North- 
west Company  and  its  commercial  battle  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to 
obtain  market  share  in  the  rich  fur  trade  of  the  American  Northwest,  a battle  it 
eventually  lost  to  the  HBC.  Currency  was  little  used  in  the  primitive  North- 
west. but  this  token  issue  has  become  an  evocative  souvenir  of  the  days  of  fur 
trading,  mountain  men,  and  the  country  that  was  claimed  by  Russia,  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  and  Spain — and  populated  by  some  of  the  most  adventurous  citi- 
zens of  each  land.  Spain  yielded  their  claim  to  Oregon  in  1819.  Russia  was  even- 
tually kicked  out  in  1823  despite  the  fact  that  Lewis  and  Clark  encountered 
Russian  trade  beads  in  the  region  when  they  arrived,  indicating  an  earlier  rela- 
tionship with  the  Russians  than  with  the  Americans!  The  Oregon  country  be- 
came a galvanizing  issue  in  the  Election  of  184-t — with  the  slogan  of  “54 '40  or 
Fight!”  coming  into  vogue — and  the  lands  were  divided  between  British  Canada 
and  the  United  States  at  the  49th  Parallel  in  1846. 


294  “1783”  Washington  & Independence.  Restrike.  Breen-1193, 

Baker-3.  Proof-63.  Engrailed  edge.  146.2  grains.  Chocolate 
brown  with  generous  mint  red  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  pe- 
ripheries, particularly  on  the  reverse.  The  reflective  surfaces  show 
delightful  subtle  iridescence  including  shades  of  blue  and  gold.  A 
very  appealing  specimen,  free  of  spots  or  significant  flaws,  cer- 
tainly equal  in  terms  of  surface  quality  and  color  to  those  certified 
at  gem  grades.  A very  nice  example  of  this  popular  early  Washing- 
ton item. 


295  1795  Washington  Grate  halfpenny.  Breen-1271,  Baker-29. 

Large  buttons.  AU-58.  143.3  grains.  Chocolate  brown  with 
lively,  lustrous  surfaces  and  abundant  mint  color  remaining  m the 
intricacies  of  the  legends  of  both  sides.  The  reverse  fields  show  a 
pleasing  but  subtle  bluish  tone.  Some  very  minor  surface  abra- 
sions as  so  often  seen  on  this  issue  (gems  are  quite  rare),  excellent 
visual  appeal,  some  bluntness  of  strike  suggests  a touch  of  rub  but 
in  a technical  sen,se  this  piece  is  most  likely  true  Mint  State.  A very 
popubr  British  merchant  token  with  an  American  theme,  celebrat- 
ing Washington  as  “a  Firm  Friend  to  Peace  and  Humanity.”  A 
delightful  example  in  terms  of  condition  and  originality'. 


Sharp  and  Appealing  1787  Fugio  Cent 


296  1787  Fugio  cent.  N.  12-X.  Rarity-2.  Pointed  Rays,  STATES 

LINITED.  AU-58.  137.3  grains.  A lustrous  and  high-grade  sur- 
vivor of  the  Bank  ot  New  York  hoard.  Frosty  medium  brown  sur- 
faces show  lustrous  golden  undertones  and  boast  e.xcellent  visual 
appeal.  Only  the  lightest  touch  of  friction  is  visible  on  the  highest 
points  of  the  obverse,  though  the  reverse  is  fully  Mint  State.  The 
design  is  mostly  well  struck,  with  just  a hint  of  peripheral  weak- 
ness at  10:00  on  the  reverse  where  the  planchet  is  a little  thin.  The 
obverse  shows  some  heavy  planchet  fissures  near  the  bottom,  a 
familiar  situation  to  Fugio  enthusiasts,  though  MIND  YOUR 
BUSINESS  remains  mostly  clear.  A very  nice  example  on  all  ac- 
counts, full  of  good  lustre  and  visual  appeal,  and  a nice  choice  for  a 
colonial  type  set  or  for  a federal  specialist  who  seeks  a specimen  of 
the  first  federally  authorized  U.S.  coin. 

Sharp  EF  8-Pointed  Star  Fugio 
Both  Stars  Visible 


297  1787  Fugio  cent.  N.  15-Y.  Rarity-4.  8-Pointed  Star.  EF-45. 

158.6  grains.  Golden  brown  with  smooth  surfaces.  An  extremely 
sharp  specimen  of  this  popular  and  scarce  variety  which  ideally 
shows  the  all  important  8 pointed  stars  on  the  reverse — indeed, 
hotli  stars  are  fully  defined,  including  the  bottom  star  which  is  of- 
ten weak  or  absent  entirely,  even  in  high  grades.  Indeed,  much 
was  made  of  the  fact  that  the  Ford  coin — the  Newman  reverse 
plate  coin — had  both  stars  showing  in  the  recent  cataloguing  of 
that  collection,  but  that  coin  was  rough  and  not  very  appealing. 
The  obverse  on  this  coin  is  equally  sharp  as  the  reverse,  with  bold 
details  and  perfect  centering.  Scrutiny  reveals  some  light  hairlines 
under  magnification,  left  over  from  the  delicate  cleaning  of  some 
long-forgotten  Fugio  enthusiast  who  enjoyed  this  sharp  specimen, 
and  an  area  of  inactive  corrosion  is  present  in  the  area  ot  lO  ot 
FUGIO  and  the  cinquefoil  that  follows.  We  have  encountered  very- 
few  specimens  of  the  8-pointed  star  variety  this  sharp  alter  seeing 
a goodly  number  of  Fugios,  and  even  those  ot  a technical  grade- 
higher  than  this  one  rarely  exhibit  such  an  impressive  strike. 
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1298  1787  Fugio  cent.  N.  18-U.  Rarity-5-.  Pointed  Rays,  STATES 

UNITED.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A pleasing  example  of  this  challeng- 
ing variety.  Attractive  light  brown  with  fine,  even  granularity.  The 
details  are  nicely  defined  for  the  assigned  grade,  with  all  numerals 
on  the  sundial  present  except  for  I and  Xll.  The  sunface  is  com- 
plete and  all  legends  including  the  sometimes  weak  BUSINESS 
are  present,  seemingly  suggesting  a higher  sharpness  grade.  The 
surfaces  are  no  reason  for  concern,  and  good  visual  appeal  is  present 
on  both  sides.  A few  tiny  specks  are  present  on  the  sundial,  minor 
planchet  fissure  noted  above  first  S in  STATES,  no  major  marks. 
Struck  from  the  clashed  state  of  the  dies.  The  Ford  collection  in- 
cluded two  candidates  for  the  title  of  finest  known  (at  SI 2,650 
and  S4,600);  this  specimen  loses  only  a little  in  sharpness  for  a far 
lesser  expenditure  by  the  growing  numbers  of  Fugio  variety  spe- 
cialists. Indeed,  Fugio  variety  collecting  is  still  a small  enough  spe- 
cialty that  a decidedly  scarce  variety  like  this  still  brings  a relatively 
modest  premium  over  a very  common  die  marriage — a fact  that 
should  attract  type  collectors  seeking  a nice  midrange  example  of 
this  historic  coin  as  well. 


i'hotograph  of  the  original  1792  Philadelphia  Mint  building,  as  published 
tn  the  title  page  of  the  January  1910  issue  of  The  Numismalist.  The  picture 
-'as  provided  by  the  then-current  owner,  Frank  H.  Stewart  who,  although 
uterested  in  the  history  of  the  Mint  (and  an  author  of  a book  on  the  sub- 
«.'ct),  chose  to  demolish  it. 


ISSUES  OF  1792 

One  year  is  magical  in  American  numismatics  beyond  all  others: 
1792.  This  was  the  year  of  the  Mint  Act  (April  2,  in  fact),  and  this 
was  the  year  that  George  Washington  announced  to  the  nation  that  a 
“small  beginning”  had  been  made  in  the  nation’s  coinage.  This  was 
the  genesis  of  all  that  was  to  follow,  and  we  always  experience  a grand 
sense  of  history  whenever  we  are  fortunate  enough  to  handle  a speci- 
men of  the  rare  pattern  issues  of  1792.  The  disme  we  present  is  a 
particularly  well-heeled  example,  having  served  as  the  representative 
of  this  very  rare  type  in  collections  formed  by  Laird  Park,  Ellis 
Robison,  and  dime  specialist  Allen  Lovejoy.  Long  is  the  list  of  ad- 
vanced collections  that  never  contained  a single  U.S.  coin  from  1792, 
and  those  that  did  hold  one  or  more  live  on  in  legend.  So  legendary 
are  the  issues  of  1792  that  by  1860,  journeyman  and  author  Dr. 
Montroville  Dickeson  found  a discarded  revenue  stamp  die  and  de- 
clared it  to  be  from  the  very  historic  mintage  of  1792!  In  retrospect, 
many  of  today’s  most  hallowed  and  collectible  coins  were  mere  pocket 
change  when  collectors  were  scrambling  to  obtain  U.S.  Mint  issues 
from  1792.  The  disme  that  follows  is  a very  special  rarity  indeed. 


299  “1792”  (i.e.  circa  1860)  Dickeson  cent  “trial.”  Breen-1378, 

Pollock-6001,  Judd  Appendix  C.  MS-64.  208.6  grains.  One 
of  the  finest  examples  of  this  enigmatic  token  we  have  encoun- 
tered. Deeply  reflective  surfaces  retain  about  half  of  their  original 
mint  red,  fading  elsewhere  to  pleasing  blue  and  attractive  light 
brown.  Exceptional  eye  appeal  with  only  the  most  minor  distur- 
bances in  the  prooflike  fields.  Collected  for  nearly  a century  and  a 
half  by  American  numismatists,  this  token  was  a fanciful  produc- 
tion of  Dr.  Montroville  Dickeson,  author  of  the  1859  American 
Numismatic  Manual.  Dickeson  apparently  believed  the  rusted  defi- 
ant eagle  die  he  found  was  related  to  the  1792  pattern  coinage  for 
its  similarity  to  Joseph  Wright’s  “Eagle  on  Rock"  quarter  dollar 
pattern,  but  it  was  actually  a discarded  die  used  to  emboss  revenue 
stamped  paper.  The  reverse  die  was  produced  to  Dickeson’s  order; 
it  later  turned  up  in  Thomas  Elder’s  May  1917  sale  and  Empire 
Coin  Company’s  March  1959  mail  bid  sale,  but  was  lost  in  the 
mail  on  its  way  to  San  Francisco  soon  after  that  1959  sale.  Speci- 
mens of  this  popular  token  are  quite  scarce,  and  when  located  are 
rarely  in  condition  as  fine  as  this — indeed,  most  are  rather  well 
beat  up  or  abused  for  some  reason,  perhaps  suggesting  that  those 
who  purchased  these  originally  were  not  exactly  the  numismatic 
sophisticates  of  the  day.  Dickeson,  for  his  part,  was  a colorful  char- 
acter and  one  of  numismatics’  more  fascinating  individuals,  and 
this  token  harkens  back  to  the  days  when  he  was  considered 
America’s  leading  numismatic  author. 
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Renowned  and  Historic  1792  Disme 
The  First  American  Dime 
The  Park-Robison-Lovejoy  Coin 


300  1792  disme.  Judd-10,  Pollock-11.  Rarity-6+.  Copper.  EF- 

40  (NGC).  Reeded  edge.  One  of  the  most  historic  and  desirable 
of  all  United  States  coins,  an  example  of  the  very  first  dime  coin- 
age ever  struck  by  the  United  States.  The  present  example  is  choice 
rich  chocolate  brown,  evenly  colored  and  perfectly  appealing.  The 
surtaces  arc  nearly  smooth,  with  some  light  inherent  marks  and 
occasional  parallel  striations  from  the  newly  installed  rolling  mills 
ol  the  First  U.S.  Mint,  which  the  newest  government  employees 
had  not  yet  mastered.  A tiny  planchet  chip  under  the  eagle’s  talons 
and  a very  minor  dig  under  R of  AMERICA  identify  this  speci- 
men as  the  same  that  graced  the  great  cabinets  of  Laird  Park  and 
Ellis  Robison.  The  dies  appear  to  have  been  slightly  misaligned 
axially,  such  that  the  legends  show  a trifle  more  wear  at  about  3:00 
on  obverse  and  the  related  portion  of  the  reverse  periphery  (about 
9:00)  than  elsewhere.  All  legends  are  fully  detailed,  as  the  assigned 
grade  would  suggest,  and  the  central  design  elements  are  fully  ren- 
dered, with  the  beautiful  Liberty  head  (see  note  below)  excellently 
dispLiyed.  from  her  profile  to  delicate  individual  hair  strands.  The 
overall  effect  is  very  pleasing  indeed. 

The  1792  disme  is  one  of  America’s  most  famous  issues,  a piece 
of  singular  importance  to  collectors  of  early  American  issues,  dimes, 
and  patterns.  The  silver  pieces  are  incredibly  rare  and  appropri- 
ately costly;  only  three  exist.  The  copper  dismes  are  nearly  as  rare, 
with  about  a dozen  examples  known,  the  worst  of  which  is 
currently  encapsulated  as  Poor-1!  The  last  auction  offering  of  a 
1792  disme  was  an  EF-45  example  in  the  Goldberg’s  sale  of  the 
Henson  '■  ollection,  February  2001,  at  S109.250.  Three  of  these 
pieces  are  permanently  impounded,  including  the  lovely  example 


in  the  National  Numismatic  Collection,  the  worn  piece  in  the 
Byron  Reed  Collection  of  the  City  of  Omaha,  and  Eric  Newman’s 
example,  which  we  are  pleased  to  hear  will  be  entering  a new  home 
at  Washington  University  devoted  to  the  study  of  coins  and  cur- 
rency. This  leaves  only  about  nine  examples  (including  the  awful 
one)  that  could  be  owned  by  modern  collectors,  with  many  of  them 
in  good  long-term  homes.  More  than  three  years  have  now  elapsed 
since  the  last  offering,  and  more  than  10  have  passed  since  this 
precise  specimen  has  last  sold  at  public  auction. 

The  disme  ranks  high  with  the  other  1792  issues  in  terms  of 
importance,  as  this  is  the  denomination  that  Jefferson  personally 
suggested  as  equal  to  the  value  of  a half  pistareen,  and  this  is  the 
denomination  that  ensured  a decimal  base  to  the  newfangled 
American  systems  of  money.  Bob  Julian,  writing  in  a recent  issue 
of  Coins  magazine  on  early  dimes  (where  this  exact  coin  was  pic- 
tured in  color!),  noted  that  “very  few  collectors  arc  aware  of  the 
1792  disme  patterns  because  of  their  extreme  rarity  and  the  obvi- 
ous fact  that  they  almost  never  appear  in  public  auctions.”  For  those 
collectors  who  proclaim  their  interest  in  coins  is  based  largely  upon 
the  history  of  those  issues  they  choose  to  include  in  their  cabinet, 
nothing  could  top  an  issue  of  1792.  These  were  the  very  first  fruits 
of  the  Mint,  and  part  of  a start-up  that  was  overseen  by  JetTerson, 
Rittenhouse,  and  personally  shepherded  by  the  same  proud  Presi- 
dent Washington  that  announced  to  the  nation  in  late  1792  that  a 
“small  beginning”  had  been  made  of  the  coin.ige,  tiH'usmg  on  small 
denomination  pieces  since,  as  Jefferson  put  it,  “the  want  of  small 
coins  in  circulation  calling  our  first  attentions  to  them.”  \X'c  arc 
pleased  to  present  this  exciting  coin,  long  held  in  an  advanced  pri- 
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vate  collection,  and  now  offered  to  a new  generation  of  those  who 
savor  our  nation’s  history  as  seen  through  its  coins. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer.  The  only  other  specimen  certified  by  NGC  is 
the  Garrett  com,  then  called  Choice  AU,  now  called  “Specimen-65.”  PCGS 
has  certified  5 specimens,  none  finer  than  AU-50. 

The  original  lot  tickets  from  thejune  1973  Stack’s  sale,  the  1976  Park  sale, 
the  1982  Robison  sale,  and  the  1990  Lovejoy  sale  accompany  this  lot. 

The  oval-cheeked  Liberty  head  to  left  on  the  1792  disme  is  clearly  reminis- 
cent of  the  1793  half  cent  and  undoubtedly  inspired  by  Benjamin  Franklin’s  pet 
project,  the  Libertas  Americana  medal.  The  engraver  of  these  two  items  has 
been  widely  accepted  to  be  Adam  Eckfeldt  in  the  past,  largely  based  upon  a 
supposition  by  Walter  Breen  after  his  reading  of  a note  with  a half  cent  that 
declared  it  to  be  “Eckfeldt’s  work,”  but  we  feel  that  the  mechanic  Eckfeldt  was 
probably  responsible  for  the  hardening  and  production  of  the  dies  rather  than 
the  delicate  and  beautiful  engraving  as  seen  on  this  disme  issue  and  the  related 
1793  half  cent.  While  there  is  little  documentation,  we  prefer  to  attribute  the 


authorship  of  this  die  to  the  First  Director  of  the  Mint,  David  Rittcnhouse,  the 
talented  but  sickly  scientist  and  American  Renaissance  man  who  picked  up  en- 
graving skills  (skills  that  Eckfeldt  was  never  known  to  have)  while  serving  as 
America’s  leading  producer  of  scientific  instruments  such  as  compasses  and  tele- 
scopes. Rittenhouse  also  engraved  plates  for  New  Jersey  currency  in  1776,  notes 
that  reflect  a similarly  careful  and  round  style  seen  on  the  disme.  The  impor- 
tance of  these  early  issues,  and  the  fragility  of  the  Mint  enterprise,  is  under- 
scored by  the  Director  involving  himself  in  die  creation;  by  1793,  Chief  Coiner 
and  unskilled  engraver  Henry  Voigt  would  be  tapped  to  engrave  the  Cham  cent. 
Samples  of  ILittenhouse’s  work  include  a number  of  fine  compasses  in  the  Na- 
tional Museum  of  American  History. 

From  Virgil  Brand  (as  noted  in  the  1973  and  1976  Stack’s  pedigrees); 
Stack’s  sale  of  June  1973,  Lot  879;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Laird  Park  Collec- 
tion, May  1976,  Lot  203;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Ellis  Robison  Collection, 
February  1982,  Lot  968;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Allen  Lovejoy  Collection  of 
U.S.  Dimes,  October  1990,  Lot  1. 


HALF  CENTS 

Half  cents  and  large  cents  have  always  been  joined  at  the  hip,  so  to 
-peak.  Conjoined  today  as  “early  American  coppers,”  they  came  in 
together  (1793)  and  went  out  together  (1857)  - never  mind  the  fact 
-hat  the  large  cents  were  part  of  a nearly  unbroken  run  between  those 
idates  while  the  half  cents  were  struck  here  and  there,  as  needed.  Be- 
»'ond  the  superlative  half  cents  and  large  cents  included  in  the  Haig 
cCoshkarian  Collection,  many  more  cuprous  delights  await  in  the  pages 
ihat  follow.  The  half  cents  are  led  by  two  high-grade  examples  of 
7'ery  different  fabrics  - one  a 1797  Liberty  Cap,  the  other  a Proof- 
iinly  1847  Second  Restrike  coined  for  collectors.  A double  struck 
R804  C-9  half  cent  serves  as  a nifty  intermezzo.  Among  the  large 
r ents,  the  number  of  treasures  are  nearly  as  many  as  the  number  of 
tots;  a 1793  Chain  cent,  Sheldon-2,  of  remarkable  quality  sets  the 
lone.  Mint  State  examples  of  1794  and  1795  follow,  and  among  the 
I'arly  dates,  collectors  will  also  find  the  1800/79  overdate  that  be- 
longed to  George  Earle  and  Louis  Eliasberg.  The  middle  dates  (1816- 
•19)  include  the  most  incredible  run  of  Matron  Head  Proof  cents  of- 
fered in  many  years,  as  discussed.  The  late  dates  are  led  by  an  historic 
bind  choice  example  of  the  1848  Small  Date,  an  enigmatic  issue  that 
iiften  ranks  high  on  specialized  want  lists. 


I NOTE:  All  uncertified  half  cents  and  large  cents  are  graded  in 
i accordance  with  “EAC”  style  net  grading  standards,  often  more 
* conservative  than  so-called  “market  grading.” 


Superb  AU  1797  1 Over  1 1/20 

Rare  Die  State 


301  1797  Cohen-1,  Breen-1.  Rarity-2. 1 Above  1.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Manley  3.0.  A lovely  example  of  the  popular  1 Over  1 variety,  or  a 
superb  example  of  the  Liberty  Cap  type.  Light  brown  surfaces  ex- 
hibit excellent  eye  appeal  and  some  faint  golden  overtones.  The 
sharpness  is  excellent  for  this  often-blunt  issue,  and  the  use  of  an 
apparently  virgin  planchet  (not  a cut  down  Talbot,  Allum,  and  Lee 
token)  lets  the  devices  and  legends  stand  out  boldly  from  the  fields. 
Some  very  minor  abrasions  are  present,  none  serious,  though  we 
note  two  thin  parallel  hairlines  left  of  the  date.  Struck  from  a rare 
die  state,  with  several  faint  cracks  visible  but  before  the  obverse 
die  started  to  seriously  break  apart;  the  fragile  nature  of  the.se  thin 
cracks  su^ests  that  few  coins  could  have  been  struck  before  they 
broke  further  and  accounts  for  the  rarity  of  this  particular  state. 
Later  states  lose  much  of  their  detail,  whereas  on  this  piece  only  A 
of  HALF  can  be  described  as  weakly  rendered.  This  variety,  which 
shows  the  first  date  digit  originally  punched  far  too  high  and  then 
corrected  below,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  most  instantly 
identifiable  in  the  realm  of  early  coinage  — this  example  is  a wholly 
satislying  one  for  collectors  with  taste. 

PCGS  PopuLtion:  4;  2 finer  {MS-64  finest). 
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Exciting  Double  Struck  1804  C-9 


302  1804  C-9,  B-8.  Rarity-2.  Double  Struck.  VF-20  (NGC). 

Manley  5.0,  a rare  die  state.  A remarkable  double  strike  of  the 
Cohen-9  variety,  struck  from  nearly  the  terminal  state  of  the  dies. 
The  surfaces  are  medium  olive-brown  with  some  olive  and  ruddy 
highlights.  The  surfaces  do  show  some  extremely  fine  granularity 
under  a glass,  not  serious  at  all  as  the  surfaces  look  essentially  smooth 
to  most  viewers.  Some  minor  scattered  marks  and  abrasions  are 
present.  This  piece  was  first  struck  well  off-center  — perhaps  50% 
or  so  — to  9:00,  with  the  truncation  of  Liberty’s  bust  from  the 
first  strike  ending  up  around  18  of  the  date  on  the  second  and 
dominant  strike.  Plentiful  vestiges  ofLiberty’s  bust  are  visible,  while 
the  denominator  of  the  fraction  (200)  is  clear  above  N1  of  UNITED 
on  the  reverse,  with  many  other  remaining  portions  of  the  first 
strike  plain  elsewhere.  The  details  of  the  second  and  dominant 
strike  are  bold,  including  the  large  cud  over  RTY  of  LIBERTY 
and  the  various  cracks  that  define  the  Manley  5.0  state.  A fascinat- 
ing com,  more  impressive  than  most  double  struck  1804  half  cents 
we  have  seen,  with  a significant  spread  between  strikes  instead  of 
some  less  interesting  chatter.  A valuable  addition  to  any  collection 
of  early  American  copper  coins. 

303  1806  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-1.  Small  6,  Stemless.  AU-58  (NGC). 

Lustrous  light  brown  surfaces  on  the  obverse,  deeper  olive-brown 
on  the  reverse  with  some  deep  violet  highlights  faded  from  mint 
color.  A smooth  and  appealing  specimen  of  the  date,  though  some 
minor  toning  spots  are  present  on  the  obverse.  Free  of  corrosion 
or  other  major  defects,  well  deserving  of  a spot  in  a well-formed 
cabinet. 

304  1808/7  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  Overdate.  F-12.  Manley  1.0,  crisp 
early  die  state.  A pleasing  example  of  this  very  popular  variety. 
Glossy  chocolate  brown  with  smooth  surfaces.  Some  minor  con- 
tact points  are  appropriate  for  the  assigned  grade,  with  only  a few 
little  nicks  in  Liberty’s  hair  noted.  A very  nice  specimen  overall. 


Unusually  Elusive  1847  Proof  Half  Cent 

Second  Restrike 


{2x  photo) 

306  1847  B-3 . Rarity-6-.  Second  Restrike.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) 

Choice  rose,  violet,  and  blue  tones  merge  with  medium  browr 
and  gold  in  an  especially  appealing  way.  A remarkably  original  anc 
attractive  specimen,  showing  the  parallel  striations  inherent  in  tht 
planchet  but  showing  no  significant  hairlines  or  signs  of  the  sort  o 
mishandling  that  plagues  Proof  half  cents  of  this  period.  A spo 
under  Liberty’s  hairbun  and  another  smaller  speck  above  the  low- 
est curl  on  neck  are  noted  but  are  not  distracting;  indeed,  all  tha 
presumably  keeps  this  coin  from  a superb  gem  numerical  designa- 
tion is  a very  faint  line  below  star  4 that  the  vast  majority  of  view- 
ers would  be  hard-pressed  to  even  notice.  There  are  two  kinds  o 
ILB  Proof  half  cents  in  the  marketplace  today  — those  that  hav( 
become  ILB  from  red  coins,  and  those  that  have  become  ILB  fron 
brown  coins  — this  is  the  former,  a choice  and  nicely  preservet 
specimen  that  has  not  endured  an  attempt  at  improvement.  Thi 
piece  far  outpaces  the  Dr.  Lee  coin  in  terms  of  quality.  The  184' 
Restrike  half  cent,  while  accorded  no  greater  rarity  rating  thai 
many  half  cent  Proofs  from  this  era,  seems  to  appear  on  the  marke 
with  less  regularity.  Indeed,  only  tw'O  sold  between  2000  and  2001 
at  public  auction  (both  inferior)  and  in  2003  only  the  lesser  qualip 
Dr.  Lee  coin  fell  under  the  gavel.  With  that  in  mind,  finicky  col 
lectors  of  half  cents  by  date  should  capitalize  on  this  elusive  op- 
portunity. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3 finer  (Proof-66  I4B  finest).  Only  one  RD  has  beei 
certified,  a Proof-64. 


305  1835  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Abundant  mint 

color  merges  with  pleasing  violet  and  blue  on  the  obverse  while  it 
nearly  completely  covers  the  reverse.  Splendid  full  cartwheel  lus- 
tre and  excellent  visual  appeal  is  present  on  both  sides.  Free  of  sig- 
nificant spots,  a lovely  example  for  the  grade  and  an  ideal  addition 
to  a high-grade  rv^ie  set. 
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LARGE  CENTS 


The  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  Large  Cents 

Proof  large  cents  are  some  of  the  most  desirable  coins  in  the  realm 
'frarc  American  numismatic  items,  combining  unique  beauty, 
Aindcrafted  appeal,  pedigrees  of  great  collectors,  and  impressive  rar- 
.,y  as  do  few  other  series.  Walter  Breen,  who  was  at  the  forefront  of 
rsearch  on  large  cents  and  early  Proofs,  was  fond  of  calling  Proof 
X)ins  “a  coiner’s  caviar.”  The  term  fits,  not  only  because  early  Proofs 
t e intensely  desirable  and  famously  reserved  for  the  most  sophisti- 
Mted  numismatist,  but  because  they  show  the  pride  of  the  coiner  as 
r,ie  finest  work  this  distinct  type  of  craftsman  could  create.  Proofs  in 
ine  early  days  of  the  Mint  were  created  for  special  recipients,  either  as 
ifts  or  presentation  items  to  important  individuals  (visitors,  offi- 
ials,  or  other  sorts  of  VIPs)  or  as  special  favors  to  early  collectors, 
Tho  often  had  close  personal  relationships  with  those  who  worked 
the  early  Mint.  Those  early  collectors,  people  like  Joseph  Mickley 
-rjacob  Giles  Morris,  could  request  an  example  of  the  year’s  coinage 
11  special  condition  without  evoking  a grand  bureaucracy  - the 
aandcrafted  products  of  such  requests  were  often  Proofs.  Each  is  rare, 

, the  most  common  pre-1840  Proof  large  cent  has  a total  population 
: f fewer  than  25  pieces  and  the  rarest  are  unique. 

The  Legend  Collection  includes  some  truly  exquisite  specimens, 
X)ins  which  have  long  and  impressive  pedigrees  from  stewards  who 
save  kept  them  in  nearly  flawless  condition  for  decades,  even  over  a 
iisntury  in  some  cases.  The  earliest  piece  is  from  1820,  one  of  two 
mown  Proof  Newcomb-6s  (a  very  elusive  variety  in  all  grades).  The 
ctest  is  from  1837,  a coin  of  spectacular  beauty  and  great  rarity,  one 
1 f only  three  thought  to  exist.  The  most  “common,”  though  such  a 
word  is  hardly  appropriate,  are  from  1821,  as  nearly  15  examples  are 
- lought  to  survive  - hardly  common  when  the  U.S.  series  as  a whole 
• considered!  Many  are  the  American  coins  that  are  far  less  rare  and 
»r  less  historic  that  sell  for  far  more  money,  yet  many  are  the  collec- 
:>rs  who  today  see  early  Proofs  as  a field-of-play  for  only  the  very 
«.  ealthy.  Some  of  these  coins  were  owned  by  Peter  Mougey  and  Tho- 
-las  Cleneay,  Cincinnati  numismatists  who  died  two  decades  apart 
et  both  loved  Proof  coins.  Some  were  owned  by  Floyd  Starr,  the 
iimous  owner  of  the  “Philadelphia  Estate”  who  bought  the  great 
jloward  Newcomb’s  collection  of  late  dates  intact.  Many  were  owned 
fj  R.E.  “Ted”  Naftzger,  a fascinating  gentleman  who  loved  large 
«nts  most  of  all,  though  he  has  collected  many  early  American  spe- 
aalties  since  the  World  War  II  era.  All  were  once  owned  by  Eric 
3treiner,  the  young  prodigy  from  New  York  who  developed  a love 
tnr  Proof  large  cents  and  negotiated  the  biggest  large  cent  transaction 
. 1 history,  yet  parted  with  his  collection,  now  known  as  the  Legend 
(i-ollection.  We  are  pleased  to  present  this  group  of  Proofs  as  part  of 
ijur  large  cent  offering,  a gathering  of  Middle  Date  (1816-39)  large 
ient  Proofs  more  numerous  than  both  the  Pittman  Collection  (five 
aieces)  and  the  great  Norweb  Collection  (seven  pieces). 


Superb  1793  Chain  AMERICA  Cent 

AU-55  (PCGS) 

Sheldon-2 


(2x  photo) 

307  1793  Sheldon-2.  Rarity-4+.  Chain  AMERICA.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  A remarkable  specimen  of  America’s  first  cent  type. 
Smooth  and  lovely  glossy  steel  brown  surfaces  boast  impeccable 
visual  appeal.  The  surfaces  are  about  as  nice  as  one  could  hope  for 
— free  of  corrosion  and  heavy  marks,  smooth  and  incredibly  de- 
sirable. A very  short  scratch  is  present  just  inside  the  rim  near  the 
tip  of  the  bust,  and  tiny  rim  bruises  are  located  opposite  the  tip  of 
the  bust  and  above  ER  of  AMERICA.  The  details  are  very  sharp, 
as  the  grade  would  suggest,  with  just  the  most  minor  softness  on 
the  highest  points  of  the  hair.  Most  of  the  hair  is  intricately  and 
individually  detailed,  the  profile  is  perfect,  and  the  typically  bold 
reverse  by  which  this  type  is  known  is  impressive,  despite  some 
traces  of  unobtrusive  verdigris  hidden  in  the  protected  areas. 
Breen’s  state  II  with  some  traces  of  die  clashes  around  Liberty’s 
neck.  A stellar  example  of  this  famous  type  and  very  scarce  Sheldon 
variety,  one  that  the  most  finicky  of  collectors  would  be  proud  to 
display  and  own. 


NOTE:  All  uncertified  half  cents  and  large  cents  are  graded  in 
accordance  with  “EAC”  style  net  grading  standards,  often  more 
conservative  than  so-called  “market  grading.” 
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High-Grade  1794  S-28  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


308  1794  S-28.  Rarity-2+.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Even  and  glossy 

mahogany  brown  with  traces  of  pleasing  tan  on  portions  of  the 
design.  A charming  example  of  this  popular  date  and  type,  here 
exemplified  by  one  of  the  more  pleasing  obverse  dies  of  1794.  A 
bit  of  verdigris  adheres  to  protected  areas  inside  the  reverse  leg- 
ends, and  the  low  area  atop  the  wreath  shows  a few  light  parallel 
scratches  which  undoubtedly  account  for  the  assigned  grade.  A 
very  attractive  e.xample  of  one  of  the  most  popular  issues  in  the 
realm  of  American  coinage. 


Frosty  Mint  State  1795  Cent 
Lettered  Edge 


(2x  photo) 


1795  S-75.  Rarity-3.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  A 

delightful  example  of  the  Lettered  Edge  variety.  Frosty  cartwheel 
lustre  engulfs  beautilul  light  brown  surfaces,  with  olive  highlights 
around  some  devices.  Exceptional  eye  appeal,  nearly  pristine  sur- 
faces, a choice  coin  even  for  this  advanced  grade  level.  The  color  is 
lovely  and  the  surfaces  are  as  nice  as  can  be  found  on  this  variety. 
Some  low  areas  at  the  central  reverse  are  as  struck,  a common  oc- 
currence on  this  variety  as  Breen  noted  that  the  S-75  is  “some- 
times found  with  foreign  matter  having  adhered  to  the  reverse  die, 
so  that  areas  around  ONE  CENT  look  as  though  flakes  had  come 
off  the  planchet.”  The  die  state  is  advanced,  equivalent  to  Breen’s 
state  IV,  with  the  unevenness  in  the  die  resembling  granularity  in 
areas  when  examined  under  high  magnification.  The  1795  Let- 
tered Edge  variety  includes  only  two  die  varieties,  Sheldon-74  and 
75,  with  only  S-75  occasionally  available  in  high  grades  but  rarely 
encountered  as  nice  as  this.  The  present  coin  is  new  to  the  mar- 
ketplace and  is  likely  to  fit  perfectly  into  a high-grade  collection  of 
major  large  cent  varieties. 
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Impressive  Error  1797  Cent 

Struck  Over  Reverse  Brockage 


310  1797  S-138.  Rarity-1.  Reverse  of  1797,  Stems.  F-12.  Sharp- 

ness ofVF-20,  finely  granular  surfaces.  Attractive  light  brown  and 
steel  with  good  eye  appeal.  A fascinating  specimen,  boldly  struck 
over  a reverse  brockage  that  was  found  to  be  unacceptable  for  cir- 
culation and  restruck  normally.  On  the  obverse,  the  incuse  letters 
AME  of  AMERICA  are  clear  at  97  of  the  date  towards  the  trunca- 
tion of  the  bust,  with  generous  areas  of  incused  wreath  detail  also 
plain  at  the  right  side  of  the  obverse  when  oriented  with  Liberty 
looking  up.  On  the  reverse,  the  original  strike  was  shghtly  off- 
center,  with  OF  AMERICA  entirely  visible  at  the  right  rim  out- 
side of  the  legend  from  the  properly  accomplished  strike.  While 
double  strikes  of  this  era  are  relatively  common  (though  still  rare 
in  relative  terms),  pieces  struck  over  brockages  are  quite  unusual 
indeed!  This  piece  retains  good  overall  eye  appeal,  and  would  make 
a showcase  addition  to  a collection  of  Draped  Bust  large  cents.  A 
fascinating  coin  worthy  of  a strong  bid. 


Condition  Census  1800/79  S-191 

First  Overdate 

Brown-Earle-Eliasberg-Husak 


311  1800/79  S-191.  Rarity-2.  First  Overdate.  AU-55  (NGC).  A 

high  quality  and  well-pedigreed  specimen  of  this  interesting  and 
important  variety.  Frosty  medium  brown  and  steel  with  smooth 
surfaces  and  excellent  visual  appeal.  The  devices  are  nicely  detailed, 
as  indicated  by  the  grade  level,  except  for  the  base  of  the  shattered 
reverse,  which  is  now  in  its  terminal  state.  Many  light  abrasions 
are  noted  on  the  surfaces,  with  a few  tiny  scratches  on  Liberty’s 
cheek  present  though  only  visible  under  magnification.  A Condi- 
tion Census  quality  specimen,  tied  for  third  finest  known  with 
three  others,  one  of  which  (the  Jenks  coin)  is  impounded  in  the 
collection  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  This  variety  is  an 
important  one  for  collectors,  as  it  features  the  old  Style  I hairstyle 
and  the  date  is  completely  overdated,  with  a full  798  visible  under 
800,  rather  than  just  the  vestiges  of  79  as  on  other  of  the  overdate 
varieties  of  this  year.  Breen’s  state  VII,  the  terminal  state,  with  the 
reverse  die  barely  hanging  on  after  a great  diversity  of  cracks  and 
breaks  have  pushed  the  fraction  to  nearly  the  point  of  obliteration, 
as  described  by  Breen.  These  many  tiny  cracks  are  fascinating  to 
study  under  magnification;  the  obverse  die  went  on  to  create  two 
NC  varieties  in  addition  to  other  more  common  die  marriages. 
An  important  cent  and  a worthwhile  addition  to  any  cent  collec- 
tion, as  indicated  by  the  long  roster  of  high-profile  owners  over 
the  course  of  the  last  century. 

NGC  Census:  2;  2 finer  of  the  1800/79  variety  (IVIS-64  finest). 

From  S.FI.  and  Henry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  M.A.  Brown  Collec- 
tion, April  1897,  Lot  785;  Henry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  GeorgeH.  Earle, 
fr.  Collection,  June  1912,  Lot  3416; John  H.  Clapp  Collection  to  Louis 
E.  Eliasherg,  Sr.;  Bowers  and  Mercna’s  sale  of  the  Eliasherg  Collection, 
May  1996,  Lot  511;  Walter  Husak  to  Robert  C.  Clark;  Bouvrs  and 
Merena’s  2000  ANA  Sale,  August  2000,  Lot  288. 

312  1809  S-280.  Rarity-2.  F-15  (PCGS).  Even  medium  brown  with 
subtly  darker  olive  tones  around  reverse  devices.  An  attractive  cir- 
culated example  of  this  scarce  date  without  significant  surface  flaws 
or  other  problems,  only  some  scattered  contact  marks  and  even 
wear.  For  an  issue  that  is  plagued  with  poor  surface  quality  and  is 
decidedly  scarce  in  top  grade,  the  present  coin  will  serve  most  col- 
lectors nicely. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  lUARITIES 


Ti \E  Classics  Sale 


Lustrous  1813  Cent 
Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


313  1813  S-292.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Highly  glossy  rich 

chocolate  brown,  even  more  lustrous  on  the  reverse  than  the  ob- 
verse. A bold  and  attractive  specimen  of  this  scarce  date  within  the 
Turban  Head  series,  by  general  acclamation  a tough  type  to  find 
with  nice  color  and  surfaces.  Some  hairlines  are  noted  on  the  ob- 
verse, but  the  visual  appeal  remains  solid.  A desirable  specimen, 
tied  for  finest  certified  by  NGC  of  the  date. 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 


Sharp  1813  Cent 


314  1813  S-292.  Rarity-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Medium  brown  surfaces 

show  highlights  and  undertones  of  gold,  rose,  and  pale  green,  par- 
ticularly on  the  reverse.  Some  scattered  contact  marks.  A sharp 
example  of  this  scarce  date  and  a finer  than  usual  specimen  of  a 
type  that  is  so  often  plagued  by  substantial  planchet  problems. 


315  1817  Newcomb-16.  Rarity-1.  15  Stars.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Per- 

haps the  most  popular  die  variety  of  the  type.  Attractive  medium 
brown  with  good  lustre  remaining.  A bit  of  verdigris  clings  to  de- 
sign elements  on  the  reverse,  but  it  harms  nothing,  as  the  visual 
appeal  is  very  nice  indeed.  Late  die  state,  with  weakness  at  stars  6 
and  7 from  a break  near  the  rim,  die  rotated  about  45°  CCW.  A 
very  nice  example  of  the  15  Star  cent. 
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Extremely  Rare  Proof  1820  N-6  Cent 

One  of  Two  Known 

Ex  Parmelee-Brown-Mougey-Sleicher-Ryder 


(2x  photo) 

316  1820  N-6.  Rarity-8  as  a Proof.  Proof-62  BN  (NGC).  A clas- 

sic large  cent  rarity,  one  of  two  known  1820  N-6  large  cents  struck 
in  Proof.  The  fields  are  neatly  and  evenly  mirrored,  boldly  reflec- 
tive on  both  sides,  with  the  devices  nicely  detailed.  The  surfaces 
are  mostly  light  brown,  pleasing  and  attractive,  with  undertones 
of  blue,  violet,  and  golden  orange  visible  under  raking  light  — the 
overall  effect  is  mottled  and  beautiful.  The  denticles,  as  expected, 
are  longer  than  those  seen  on  circulation  strikes  and  shows  exter- 
nal doubling  at  the  tips,  the  result  of  a double  “squeeze”  from  the 
screw  press  that  produced  this  piece.  Stars  1 and  2 show  no  central 
definition,  while  3 through  5 show  partial  definition  and  all  oth- 
ers arc  complete  or  nearly  so.  This  strike  is  similar  to  the  other 
known  1820  N-6  in  Proof  which  was  described  in  1998  as  show- 


ing stars  1 through  6 as  “blunt.”  The  strike  is  bold  enough  to  show 
the  texturing  within  the  deepest  recesses  of  Liberty’s  head  band 
around  LIBERTY.  Slight  doubling  is  visible  on  the  top  serifs  of 
OF  AMERICA  on  the  reverse,  as  well  as  the  right  side  of  the  wreath 
to  a lesser  extent.  This  piece  shows  a dull,  horizontal  dig  under 
the  hair  bun  left  of  star  11,  and  a nearly  vertical  dig  below  that, 
these  two  marks  serving  to  identify  this  piece  for  future  research- 
ers. A thin  scratch  above  star  9 is  probably  not  significant  enough 
to  manifest  in  past  or  future  plates. 

The  Newcomb-6  is  a challenging  variety,  but  the  Proof  strikes 
of  this  die  pair  are  something  special  indeed.  The  earliest  identifi- 
ably  “Proof’  coins  (then  called  “master”  coins)  from  the  United 
States  Mint  were  struck  in  1817,  with  earlier-dated  “Proofs”  more 
the  result  of  puffery  and  profiteering  in  the  modern  day  than  the 
intent  of  the  minter  at  the  time  of  production.  The  present  cent, 
like  its  other  N-6  counterpart  and  only  a few  other  1820  cents  of 
other  varieties,  is  an  indubitable  Proof  and  a coin  whose  pedigree 
includes  an  Honor  Roll  of  cent  collectors  who  have  found  this 
cent  to  be  something  special.  Proof  large  cents  were  struck  to  be  an 
object  of  appreciation,  rather  than  the  fodder  of  careless  commerce, 
and  gathering  together  multiple  such  items  into  a single  collection 
is  rather  incredible  — the  present  sale  includes  more  Proof  Ma- 
tron Head  large  cents  than  even  the  Pittman  Collection,  which 
was  celebrated  for  its  extraordinary  selection  of  early  Proof  coins! 
Walter  Breen  called  early  Proofs  “the  coiner’s  caviar,”  an  appella- 
tion which  suggests  their  rarity  and  desirability  but  misses  the  true 
historicity  of  “master  coins”  as  the  most  special  product  ofa  crafts- 
man coiner.  This  example  is  from  a year  whose  Proof  large  cents 
are  uniformly  great  rarities,  indeed  they  are  sometimes  utterly 
noncollectible  as  in  the  case  of  the  unique  Newcomb-10  in  the 
Smithsonian.  The  appearance  of  this  Newcomb-6  on  the  market- 
place is  certain  to  excite  advanced  cent  enthusiasts. 

NGC  Census  for  1820  Proof  cents  of  all  varieties:  3;  5 finer  (Proof-66  BN 
finest).  This  number  seems  incorrect,  considering  that  1 820  large  cents  in  Proof 
are  vastly  rarer  than  1821  Proof  cents  yet  show  a census  total  more  than  four 
times  that  of  1821!  This  appears  to  be  a simple  data-entry  error  — when  we 
checked  with  our  friends  at  NGC,  the  1821  listed  in  this  catalogue  was  entered 
into  their  database  as  an  1820.  We  suspect  that  most  1820s  in  the  NGC  Census 
are  actually  1821  Proofs  instead. 

From  New  York  Coin  and  Stamp's  sale  of  the  Lorin  Parmelee  Collec- 
tion, June  1890,  Lot  926;  S.FI.  and  Henry  Chapman 's  sale  of  the  M.A. 
Brown  Collection,  April  1897,  Lot  841;  Thomas  Elder’s  sale  of  the  Peter 
Mougey  Collection,  September  1910,  Lot  130;  S.H.  Chapman's  sale  of 
the  William  Sleicher  Collection,  October  1919,  Lot  1051;  New  Nether- 
lands Coin  Company’s  41st  sale  (from  the  Hillyer  Ryder  Collection,  con- 
signed by  Wayte  Raymond),  September  1953,  Lot  843;  Arthur  Kagin; 
Eric  Streiner;  the  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  large  cents. 
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Impressive  1821  Proof  Large  Cent 
Pedigreed  to  1895 


(2x  photo) 


317  1821  N-1.  Rarity-6  as  Proof.  Proof-63  BN  (PCGS).  A beau- 

tiful example  of  this  classic  issue.  The  surfaces  exhibit  even  light 
blue  steel  coloration,  a remarkably  attractive  tone,  with  traces  of 
deep  orange  peeking  past  the  obverse  denticles  in  areas  and  to  a 
limited  degree  present  across  the  lower  half  of  the  reverse  wreath. 
The  fields  are  nearly  pristine  on  this  well-made  and  even  better- 
preserved  Proof  cent,  with  bright  reflective  fields  that  stand  in 
mirrored  cameo  contrast  to  the  boldly  impressed  devices.  The  re- 
verse shows  no  fewer  than  three  separate  strikes,  and  perhaps  as 
many  as  four,  visible  under  magnified  scrutiny  at  the  outlines  of 
the  peripheral  legends,  portions  of  the  wreath,  and  the  denticles 
on  the  left  side  ot  the  coin.  Each  detail  is  crisply  rendered,  and 
every  star  shows  full  central  detail  though  the  delineations  show 
multiple  striking  as  well.  This  coin  leaves  no  questions  to  its  Proof 
status  and  would  admirably  serve  as  a Proof  example  of  the  type,  as 
1821  N-1  Proofs  tend  to  be  nicely  produced  and  are  present  in 
somewhat  larger  numbers  than  many  other  individual  varieties, 
with  a total  population  of  over  a dozen  and  perhaps  as  many  as  20. 
Although  the  technical  quality  of  this  example  is  superb,  the  prov- 
enance adds  immeasurably  to  its  desirability,  having  been  owned 
by  some  ot  the  most  influential  and  exacting  collectors  of  all  time. 
Modern  numismatists  can  trace  this  coin  in  an  unbroken  chain  to 
an  appearance  in  the  Chapman’s  1895  sale  of  the  Winsor  Collec- 
tion, when  this  coin  was  as  old  as  a coin  struck  in  1929  is  today! 
An  exciting  property,  enchanting  when  in  hand,  and  certain  to  sec 
a flurry  ot  eager  bidding  activity. 


PCGS  Population;  3;  I finer  (Proof-64  UN).  Cnly  5 total  1«21  Proof  large 
cents  have  been  certified  by  PCGS. 

From  S.  H.  and  Henry  Chapman ’s  sale  of  the  Richard  'insor  Collec- 
tion, December  1895,  Lot  917;  to  Dr.  George  P.  French  of  Rochester, 
New  York;  B.  Max  Mehl’s  fixed  price  list  of  the  Dr.  Georty  P.  French 
Collection,  1929,  Lot  429;  B.  Max  MehVs  sale  of  June  1945,  Lot  1744; 
T.  James  Clarke  to  Homer  K.  Downing;  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Company’s  1952  ANA  Sale,  August  1952,  Lot  2152;  R.E.  “Ted" 
Naftzger;  Eric  Streiner;  the  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  large  cents. 


Historic  1821  Proof  Large  Cent 


{2x  photo) 

318  1821  N-1.  Rarity-6  as  Proof.  Proof-62  BN  (NGC).  Deeply 

mirrored  surfaces  surround  crisply  defined  design  elements,  with 
fully  delineated  hair,  complete  centers  to  all  stars,  and  extremely 
sharp  legends  and  denticles.  The  obverse  fields  have  toned  an  at- 
tractive pale  blue  with  a halo  of  golden  hues  around  the  central 
device  and  traces  of  violet  at  the  periphery,  while  the  reverse  ex- 
hibits mingled  violet  and  golden  tones.  A planchet  chip  on  the 
side  of  Liberty’s  nose  and  a horizontal  scratch  atop  her  head  iden- 
tify this  specimen.  A charming  specimen  with  attractive  color  and 
excellent  overall  visual  appeal,  as  suggested  by  the  long  roster  of 
savvy  collectors  who  chose  this  specimen  for  their  cabinet  over  the 
last  125  years.  A second  opportunity  to  purcha.se  a lovely  example 
of  this  rare  Proof  issue,  one  of  only  about  15  thought  to  exist  of 
the  date. 

NGC  Census:  1;  I finer  (Proof-6.S  RB).  As  noted  under  I82('.  beliew 
the  NGC  data  for  1821)  and  1821  Proof  large  cents  to  be  incorrect,  as  182t' 
Prooflarge  cents  are  very  rare  and  about  15  1821  Prsxsflarge  cents  are  knossn 
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Wayne  Homren,  our  lonj;cin)e  correspondent  and  the  intrepid  editor  of  the 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society’s  “E-Sylum,"  authored  a brief  history  of  the 
Western  I’ennsylvania  Numismatic  Society,  a Pittsburgh-based  organization 
founded  m 1878  by  a group  of  local  numismatists.  In  that  history,  Homren  gave 
a brief  biographical  entry  on  William  Poillon,  the  first  owner  of  record  of  this 
1821  Proof  cent: 

"William  Poillon  was  a steadfast  member  of  the  American  Numismatic  and 
Archeological  Society  of  New  York.  He  and  a small  band  offellow  numismatists 
had  held  the  organization  together  through  a period  oflow  interest  before  1873. 
Being  named  the  Society’s  recording  secretary  in  that  year,  Poillon  kept  the 
books  in  superlative  shape.  Poillon’s  coins  were  sold  by  Ed  Frossard  on  Decem- 
ber 12,  1883  and  October  10,  1893,  by  Lyman  Low  onjanuary  26,  1904,  and  by 
Thomas  Elder  onjanuary  6,  1918.”  Adams  notes  that  his  sales  included  such 
items  as  an  1856  Proof  set,  a Mint  State  1823  cent,  and  an  AU  1815  half  dollar. 


He  was  from  New  York  and  became  a corresponding  member  of  the  WPNS  in 
1880;  he  attended  the  1909  ANA  Convention  in  Montreal. 

From  the  collection  of  William  Poillon,  probably  sold  in  F.d  Frossard' s 
sale  of  the  Poillon  Collection,  Part  I,  December  1883;  to  Thomas  Clcneay; 
S.F3.  and  FIcnry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Thomas  Clcneay  Collection, 
December  1890,  Lot  1858;  Dr.  Thomas  Flail  to  Virgil  M.  Brand  toArmin 
Brand  (according  to  Breen);  sold  privately  by  New  Netherlands  Coin  Com- 
pany to  Louis  Helfcnstein  in  December  1958;  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  the 
Louis  Helfenstein  Collection,  August  1964,  Lot  85;  Lester  Merkin 's  sale 
of  April  1970,  Lot  431;  Auction  ’81,  August  1981,  Lot  44;  R. 
Tettenhorst;  Stack’s  sale  of  March  1996,  Lot  29;  Eric  Streiner;  the  Legend 
Collection  of  Proof  large  cents. 


Finest  Known  Proof  1822  N-10  Large  Cent 
The  Starr  Coin 
“Infinitely  Desirable” 


(2x  photo) 


319  1822  N-10.  Rarity-7  as  Proof.  Proof-63  RB  (NGC).  A simply 

beautiful  Proof  cent,  the  best  of  a very  rare  breed,  an  unusual  case 
where  the  “EAC”  style  grade  exceeds  the  “market”  grade,  as  this 
piece  has  been  acclaimed  a Proof-65  by  Denis  Loring  in  his  census 


of  Prooflarge  cents.  The  surfaces  are  dominated  by  bright  orange- 
red,  faded  in  areas  of  the  left  obverse  and  at  reverse  periphery  to  a 
pleasing  pale  olive.  The  surfaces  are  deeply  mirrored  and  impres- 
sive to  behold,  and  the  design  elements  are  boldly  struck  up  but 
for  the  E in  CENT.  All  stars  show  central  detail,  and  the  denticles 
are  each  complete  in  their  definition.  The  dies  are  clearly  in  an 
early  and  essentially  unused  state.  The  cataloguer  of  the  1984  Starr 
sale  noted  that  this  piece  was  “dazzling  perfection  but  for  some 
faint  hairlines  and  contact  marks,  mostly  on  the  reverse,”  minor 
flaws  which  account  for  the  grade  as  assigned  but  do  not  dettract 
from  splendid  visual  appeal.  Indeed,  the  Starr  cataloguer  called  this 
cent  “infinitely  desirable,”  after  mentioning  its  extraordinary  rar- 
ity. Denis  Loring’s  ANS  COAC  study  of  November  1996  notes 
that  “the  random  nature  of  proof  production  in  these  early  years  is 
well  illustrated  by  1822:  Only  ten  to  twelve  proofs  are  known,  but 
they  include  five  different  varieties.”  Loring  indicates  his  belief 
that  Proofs  were  made  to  order  as  gifts  or  for  sale  to  collectors; 
since  Newcomb- 10  is  widely  thought  to  have  been  the  very  first 
variety  of  the  year,  it  seems  likely  that  such  coins  were  struck  off 
early  in  the  year  for  presentation.  Loring’s  census  estimates  that 
six  or  so  examples  of  the  Newcomb-10  variety  are  known  in  Proof, 
including  the  impaired  Byron  Reed  example  (now  certified  as 
Proof-63  BN)  and  the  cleaned  Lahrman  coin,  which  is  certified  as 
Proof-62  BN.  The  Norweb  coin  is  “the  best  of  the  rest,”  with 
excellent  color  though  showing  some  scattered  tiny  flyspecks  and 
traces  of  an  old  fingerprint.  The  Norweb  catalogue  mentions  the 
presently  offered  coin,  saying  “Starr:  156  brought  $18,700;  it  was, 
perhaps,  one  point  nicer  than  this  piece.”  This  piece  is  by  general 
agreement  the  finest  known  example  of  this  variety  in  Proof, 
an  important  American  numismatic  property  and  a most  desirable 
coin. 

NGC  Census  for  all  1822  varieties:  1;  none  finer  in  designation.  Two  1822 
Proof  cents  have  been  certified  Proof-64  RD,  with  only  BN  specimen  graded 
Proof-62. 

From  J.C.  Morganthau’s  sale  offline  1942,  Lot  349;  Floyd  Starr 
Collection;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Floyd  Starr  Collection,  June  1984,  Lit  156; 
R . E.  "Ted”  Naftzger  to  Eric  Streiner;  the  Legend  Collection  of  Prooflarge 
cents. 
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Extremely  Rare  1823/2  Proof  Cent 
One  of  Four  Known 
Pedigreed  to  1864 


(2x  photo) 


320  1823/2  N-1.  Rarity-7+  as  Proof.  Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  The 

highlight  of  this  offering  from  the  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  large 
cents,  a Proof  specimen  of  one  of  the  famous  key  dates  of  the  large 
cent  series,  a coin  whose  history  and  visual  appeal  make  it  one  of 
the  most  desirable  large  cents  we  have  encountered.  Only  five  1823 
Proof  large  cents  are  known,  four  of  them  of  the  overdate  variety, 
as  here.  One  of  the  four  is  permanently  impounded  in  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  this  example  is  thought  to  be  the  finest 
of  the  three  examples  available  to  modern  collectors.  This  example 
shows  golden  tan  surfaces  with  richly  mirrored  surfaces  and  beau- 
tiful highlights  of  pale  blue  and  mingled  violet.  The  reverse  is  less 
mirrored  than  the  obverse  but  shows  the  microscopic  parallel  prepa- 
ration lines  in  the  fields  that  show  that  this  special  coin  was  pol- 
ished before  striking.  The  denticles  are  weO-defined  and  show  clear 
evidence  of  double  striking  on  both  sides,  though  the  stars  above 
Liberty’s  head  lack  their  centers.  All  other  stars  are  impeccably 
rendered,  and  the  detail  is  ver\’  nice  overall  if  not  as  knife-sharp  as 
some  other  Proofs  we  have  encountered.  As  the  assigned  grade 
would  indicate,  the  surfaces  are  very  nicely  preserved,  with  only  a 
few  tiny  contact  points  and  individual  specks.  A long,  nearly  verti- 
cal lint  mark  is  present  to  the  right  of  the  date,  and  a tiny  planchet 
chip  above  N of  ONE  clearly  identifies  this  as  the  1984  Starr  coin, 
with  a long  history  preceding  that  appearance  that  stretches  back 
to  Woodward’s  famed  McCoy  sale  of  1864.  The  die  is  here  in  its 
earliest  state,  long  before  the  rim  break  that  would  later  develop 
above  stars  4 through  6.  The  overdate  is  crystal  clear  even  under 
minimum  magnification,  with  all  of  the  2 underdigit  plain  to  see, 
a magnificent  characteristic. 

This  extremely  rare  date  was  lacking  from  nearly  every  impor- 
tant collection  ot  Proof  large  cents  ever  assembled  — Norweb  never 
had  one  (despite  a profusion  of  truly  beautiful  Proofs),  nor  did 
Pittman.  The  Eliasberg  specimen  was  graded  “MS-62,  prooflike’’ 
at  the  time,  described  as  a possible  Proof  Denis  Loring  has  included 
that  piece  on  his  census  as  Proof-55,  though  it  now  resides  in  a PCGS 
Proof-f)4  UN  holder.  That  example  brought  S39,7(K)  in  1996.  This 


example,  certified  at  the  same  level,  is  described  by  Loring  as  Proof- 
60+,  an  “EAC”  grade  that  indicates  a nice  Proof  specimen  with  no 
rub,  but  not  enough  remaining  mint  color  to  merit  a gem  designa- 
tion. It  is  the  finest  specimen  in  collector’s  hands,  and  quite 
possible  the  finest  known,  as  the  Smithsonian  specimen  has  been 
cleaned  in  the  past.  For  those  who  have  never  examined  an  1823 
cent  finer  than  VF  or  EF,  examining  this  choice  Proof  is  a memo- 
rable event  indeed.  The  only  thing  more  memorable  would  be  to 
purchase  it,  and  to  add  it  to  a well-formed  cabinet  of  great  Ameri- 
can rarities.  The  exacting  Dr.  Henry  Beckwith  bought  this  piece 
for  his  cabinet  full  of  gem  quality  cents  in  1906  and  owned  it  for  the 
next  17  years;  famed  large  cent  author  Howard  Rounds  Newcomb 
bought  it  at  the  1923  Beckwith  sale  (when  this  coin  was  a century 
old!)  and  owned  it  until  his  death  21  years  later.  After  Newcomb’s 
death,  it  was  purchased  (along  with  his  entire  late  date  collection)  by 
wealthy  Philadelphia  Floyd  Starr,  who  likewise  owned  it  until  his 
death,  in  1971.  It  did  not  appear  on  the  market  until  the  Starr  Col- 
lection was  sold  in  1984,  and  in  this  sale  it  is  reoffered  publicly  for 
the  first  time  since  that  event.  To  those  who  cherish  great  rarities, 
this  offering  will  be  a truly  unforgettable  opportunity,  especially  so 
if  the  opportunity  is  missed. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  (Proof-65  BN).  There  are  four  known  examples  of 
this  variety  in  Proof,  and  one  known  1823  N-2  in  Proof 

From  W.  Eliot  Woodward’s  sale  of  the John  F.  McCoy  collection,  May 
1864,  Lot  704; Joseph  Zanoni  to  Thomas  Cleneay,  his fellow  Cincinattian 
and  fellow  large  cent  collector;  S.FI.  and  Henry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the 
Thomas  Cleneay  Collection,  December  1890,  Lot  1860;  S.H.  and  Henry 
Chapman’s  sale  of  the John  G.  Mills  Collection,  April  1904,  Lot  1308; 
S.H.  and  Henry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Major  William  B.  Wetmore  Col- 
lection,June  1906,  Lot  616;  S.H.  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Henry  Beckwith 
Collection,  April  1923,  Lot  62;  J.C.  Morganthau  and  Co.  ’s  sale  of  the 
Howard  R.  Newcomb  Collection,  Part  II,  May  1945,  Dn  556  (purchased 
intact  by  Floyd  Starr);  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Floyd  Starr  Collection,  June 
1984,  D>t  161;  Richard  Burdick;  R.E.  "Ted"  Naftzger  to  Eric  Strviner; 
The  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  large  cents. 
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Impressive  1827  N-7  Proof  Cent  Rarity 

One  of  Two  or  Three  in  Existence 


(2x  photo) 


321  1827  N-7.  Rarity-8  as  Proof.  Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Surfaces 

that  appear  medium  chocolate  brown  reveal  lovely  pale  olive  high- 
lights in  raking  light  with  traces  of  golden  shades  mixed  in.  A re-  322 
markable  specimen  of  this  extremely  rare  Proof  issue,  one  of  eight 
to  12  in  existence  for  the  date,  similar  in  quality  to  the  only  other 
confirmed  example  of  this  variety  in  Proof,  though  that  specimen 
is  marred  by  a vertical  scratch  left  of  the  date.  The  central  details 
are  nicely  rendered,  and  the  denticles  on  both  sides  show  evidence 


of  double  striking.  Walter  Breen  described  this  piece  in  1972,  not- 
ing a “needle  sharp  impression  everywhere  except  on  stars,  but  on 
the  regular  unc  N-7s  they  are  still  flatter.  As  on  the  only  other 
known  impression,  r.  border  is  narrow  (Cleneay  1867).”  As  Breen 
saw  30  years  ago,  the  stars  behind  Liberty’s  head  do  not  show  com- 
plete central  detail,  though  all  others  are  fairly  nicely  struck  up. 
Breen  further  described  this  coin  as  “pristine,  uncleaned,  without 
any  visible  defect  incurred  after  striking  — save  a few  obv.  specks 
of  no  importance.”  The  coin  looks  much  the  same  as  it  did  then, 
with  excellent  surface  quality  and  few  flaws  of  consequence.  A 
tiny  lint  mark  is  present  behind  Liberty’s  bun,  and  only  a spot  in 
front  of  the  bridge  of  the  nose  and  another  above  N in  ONE  iden- 
tify this  coin  and  appear  in  the  image  in  Breen’s  Proof  Coin  Encyclo- 
pedia, where  this  piece  serves  as  the  plate  coin  for  the  1827  date. 
Breen  noted  that  this  example  was  the  first  ever  identified  when 
he  catalogued  it  in  1954  as  a talented  young  cataloguer.  The  only 
other  confirmed  specimen  first  showed  up  in  Cleneay  in  1890  but 
did  not  surface  as  a Proof  until  the  1984  Floyd  Starr  sale.  Another 
specimen  has  not  been  seen  since  the  195()s  and  its  status  as  a Proof 
by  today’s  exacting  standards  may  be  questioned;  Art  Kagin  bought 
that  coin  out  of  the  1955  Warfield  sale,  and  though  the  remark- 
able Art  recalls  conversations  with  Wayte  Raymond  and  Ira  Reed 
from  before  World  War  II,  he’s  not  sure  where  he  sold  that  cent 
off  many  years  ago.  It  is  easy  to  call  this  variety  Rarity-8  in  Proof, 
far  rarer  than  most  Proof  varieties,  and  it  is  certainly  easy  to  call 
this  piece  the  finest  known  considering  the  scratch  on  the  Starr 
coin.  In  any  case,  it  stands  out  as  an  exciting  specimen  from  the 
early  Mint,  a property  worthy  of  the  finest  cabinet,  and  (as  Breen 
called  it  in  the  1972  Merkin  sale)  a “high  point  of  this  collection!” 

NGC  Census  for  all  varieties:  3;  none  finer.  These  are  the  only  three  Proof 

1827  large  cents  certified  by  NGC. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Andersoti-Dupont  Collection,  a Massachu- 
setts estate  that  belonged  to  neither  Anderson  nor  Dupont,  September  1954, 
Lot  658;  IV.  L.  Carson;  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  February  1972,  Lot  66; 
R.  Tettenhorst  to  Eric  Streiner;  The  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  large  cents. 

1828  N-10.  Rarity-1.  Small  Date.  AU-53  (NGC).  Pleasing  dark 
chocolate  brown  with  glossy  surfaces  and  good  visual  appeal.  Some 
dark  verdigris  is  imbedded  in  protected  areas  of  the  design,  par- 
ticularly on  the  reverse.  No  significant  marks  are  noted.  A fine 
example  of  this  date. 
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Extraordinary  1831  Proof  Large  Cent 

Downing-Blaisdell-Naftzger-Legend 


(2x  photo) 

323  1831  N-3.  Rarity-6+  as  Proof.  Proof-63  BN  (NGC).  An  1831 

Proof  large  cent  of  incredible  quality,  called  the  finest  of  all  Proof 
specimens  of  this  variety  in  Denis  Loring’s  Proof  large  cent  cen- 
sus. In  1952,  this  coin  was  described  as  a “glittering  light  red  proof 
Perfectly  centered  and  well  struck,  with  a gorgeous  iridescent  sur- 
face ...  Newcomb  did  not  know  of  any  proofs  from  these  dies.” 
The  color  has  today  faded  to  impeccable  golden  rose,  with  violet 
rose  tones  at  central  reverse  and  highhghts  of  bright  blue  around 
the  periphery  of  both  sides.  Splashes  of  brown  are  present  inside 
stars  1 through  3.  The  surfaces  are  notably  free  of  spotting,  a situ- 
ation that  plagues  many  of  the  other  10  or  so  known  Proof  1831 
N-3  cents,  including  many  of  those  certified  at  higher  levels  like 
the  Pittman  coin.  A single  spot  below  the  bun  inside  star  11  is  an 
identifier,  as  is  a S-shaped  lint  mark  in  front  of  Liberty’s  eye,  but 
contact  marks  or  post-striking  flaws  are  all  but  nonexistent.  Breen 
mentioned  that  this  piece  had  a “small  obverse  field  nick,”  which 
must  refer  to  the  tiny  contact  mark  inside  star  3.  The  eye  appeal  is 
just  superb.  The  strike  is  well  realized,  with  two  clear  strikes  ap- 
parent at  the  denticles  and  reverse  legends  despite  the  fact  that  most 
obverse  stars  lack  their  central  definition.  The  Pittman  coin  lacked 
central  definition  for  all  stars  but  star  13,  but  this  piece  shows  some 
definition  in  the  lower  stars,  1-2  and  1 1-13.  As  noted  above,  only 
about  ID  1831  N-3  large  cents  are  known,  many  of  them  of  rela- 
tively low  quality.  The  present  specimen,  acclaimed  by  an  author- 
ity as  the  best  of  the  bunch,  boasts  a superb  provenance  including 
three  of  the  most  legendary  large  cent  collectors  of  the  20th  cen- 
turv  A world-class  addition  to  any  advanced  collection  of  large 
rents  or  superb-quality  early  American  coins. 


NGC  Census  for  all  1831  varieties  In  Proof:  2;  A finer  (Proof-65  UN  fin- 
est). Only  si.x  total  1831  Proof  cents  of  all  varieties  have  been  certified  by  NGC, 
in  addition  to  an  inexplicable  entry  for  a “specimen"  1831  cent. 

Hetiry  C.  Hines  to  Homer  K.  Downinif;  Sew  Setherlands  Coin 
Company’s  1952  ASA  Sale,  August  1952,  Lot  2176;  E.M.  Seneca, Jr. 
to  II  illard  C.  Blaisdell;  R.E.  “Ted"  Saftzger;  Eric  Streiner;  the  Legend 
Collection  of  Proof  large  cents. 


Remarkable  1831  N-11  Proof  Cent 

One  of  Only  Two  Confirmed  For  These  Dies 
The  Mougey  Coin 


(2x  photo) 

324  1831  N-11.  Rarity-8  as  Proof.  Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Another 

spectacular  Prooflarge  cent  from  the  Legend  Collection,  as  rare  as 
the  1820  Newcomb-6  previously  offered  but  still  prettier.  The 
surfaces  are  nicely  mirrored  and  show  mostly  golden  tan  colora- 
tion with  abundant  light  blue  toning  on  both  sides,  while  hints  of 
violet  and  rose  decorate  the  peripheries.  As  an  interesting  study  of 
change  over  time,  this  pristine  Proof  specimen  was  described  as  “a 
brilliant  red  Proof’  in  the  1910  Mougey  sale  (where  it  was  also 
called  The  Finest  Known  and  sold  for  S 14.50);  by  1963,  the  coin 
had  mellowed  to  the  “iridescent  purple  proof’  that  Abe  KosotT 
described.  The  blue  tones  are  the  inheritor  of  the  original  mint 
color,  as  original  mint  color  on  untrammeled  coppers  will  mellow 
from  red,  to  violet  or  purple,  to  blue,  and  eventually  to  deep  blue 
and  brown  over  centuries.  The  \isual  appeal  of  this  example  is  ex- 
traordinary, the  surfaces  choice  and  undamaged,  the  devices  finolv 
detailed  down  to  the  hairstrand  and  radial  line  of  each  and  everv 
star,  though  star  3 is  a bit  more  blunt  than  the  others  and  the  base 
of  E in  CENT  a trifle  weak.  A very  fine  die  crack  encircles  the 
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stars;  it  grows  heavier  as  this  die  sees  more  use  later  in  its  life  and 
was  undoubtedly  broken  during  hardening.  An  angular  lint  mark 
is  present  at  the  right  end  of  the  line  beneath  CENT,  and  a tiny 
nick  in  the  left  obverse  field  off  Liberty’s  nose  .serves  as  an  identi- 
fier. 1831  was  a banner  year  for  large  cent  Proofs,  with  perhaps  20 
known  of  all  varieties,  though  Denis  Loring  notes  in  his  ANS 
COAC  study  that  “half  |are|  Newcomb-3,  the  others  are  four  dif- 
ferent varieties.  Of  this  latter  group,  six  or  eight  are  one-sided 
proofs,  presumably  meant  to  be  displayed  with  the  proof  side  show- 
ing.” That  leaves  only  two  to  four  full  Proof  examples  of  this 
date  that  are  not  Newcomh-3.  The  only  other  confirmed  Proof 
Newcomb-11  is  the  Stickney-Starr  coin,  an  admittedly  lovely  ex- 
ample. The  present  coin  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  Proofs  from 
the  Legend  Collection  for  pure  eye  appeal,  but  of  course  its  great 


rarity  should  be  considered  by  potential  bidders  as  well.  Its  last 
auction  appearance  was  in  1963;  we  do  not  care  to  estimate  when 
it  will  next  enter  the  auction  arena. 

NGC  Census  for  all  varieties:  2;  2 finer  (Proof-65  BN).  Another  specimen 
is  inexplicably  called  Specimen-65  BN.  Most  of  these  pieces  are  likely  of  the 
Newcomb-3  marriage. 

A fine  thread  adheres  to  the  surface  of  the  reverse  under  the  word  S’l  A I'ES, 
undoubtedly  left  by  the  cotton  glove  of  the  worker  who  encapsulated  this  piece. 
We  recommend  reholdering  this  coin  to  the  potential  purchaser,  as  this  thread 
could  leave  a toning  mark  it  left  in  the  slab  for  decades,  though  it  poses  posi- 
tively no  immediate  harm. 

From  Thomas  Elder’s  sale  of  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection,  September 
1910,  Lot  168;  Abe  Kosoffs  sale  of  the  Lee  G.  Lahrman  Collection, 
February  1963,  Lot  361;  R.E.  “Ted”  Nafztger  to  Eric  Streiner;  The 
Legend  Collection  of  Proof  large  cents. 


Extremely  Rare  1837  N-10  Proof  Cent 
Exceptional  Color  and  Surfaces 
Mougey-Bement-Beckwith-Morgan-TJC-REN 


(2x  photo) 

325  1837  N-10.  Rarity-7+  as  Proof.  Proof-63  RB  (NGC).  An  ex- 

quisite specimen  of  this  very  rare  Proof  issue,  one  of  only  three 
examples  confirmed  by  Breen  and  one  of  no  more  than  five  that 
exist.  The  surfaces  show  an  impressive  array  of  colors  ranging  from 
rose-violet  mint  color  to  the  bright  blue  that  highlights  the  right 
obverse  and  dominates  the  reverse,  with  golden  stripes  across  the 
obverse  and  highlights  of  that  color  elsewhere.  The  strike  is  superb, 
with  only  star  8 appearing  a trifle  flat  and  the  stars  on  the  right 
showing  absolute  maximum  definition.  The  hair  and  bust  are  fuUy 
realized,  as  arc  all  but  a few  denticles  atop  the  obverse,  and  the  re- 
verse legends  show  significant  evidence  of  multiple  striking.  The 
fields  are  nicely  mirrored  and  of  beautiful  quality,  with  the  grade 
undoubtedly  being  fully  gem  if  not  for  a few  tiny  nicks  right  of  star 
6 and  a minor  dig  at  the  left  ribbon  end  below  the  wreath.  The 
color  is  rather  spectacular,  far  nicer  than  the  brown  tones  seen  on 
the  Starr  coin,  which  is  the  only  other  specimen  to  turn  up  at  public 
auction  within  the  last  several  decades.  The  fact  that  perhaps  only 
three  are  known,  and  that  this  variety  is  offered  to  interested  collec- 
tors literally  perhaps  only  once  in  a lifetime  of  collecting  (the  last 
auction  appearance  before  the  1984  Starr  sale  was  in  1956!),  under- 
lines the  rarity  of  many  Proof  large  cents  and  stands  out  in  sharp 


contrast  to  the  “rarity”  of  so  many  highly  touted  coins  in  the  mod- 
ern collector  marketplace  for  high-end  items.  Wlien  that  rarity  is 
figured  against  the  price  that  a piece  like  this  is  likely  to  realized,  the 
idea  of  value  comes  to  the  fore  — of  course,  not  many  people  think 
of  Proof  large  cents  as  bargains,  but  compared  to  many  things  that 
cost  the  same  or  more  money,  they  might  well  be!  This  piece  is  of 
superlative  quality,  a beautiful  cent  that  would  be  an  incomparable 
type  coin  or  a piece  that  would  undoubtedly  bring  a sophisticated 
copper  specialist  great  pride,  especially  considering  its  place  in  some 
of  the  great  large  cent  cabinets  of  all  time. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer  within  designation.  This  is  the  only  RB  Proof 
1 837  cent  graded  by  NGC . Three  others  have  been  graded,  the  best  called  Proof- 
66  BN  by  NGC. 

From  Thomas  Elder’s  sale  of  the  Peter  Mougey  Collection,  September 
1910,  Lot  196;  Henry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Clarence  Bement  Collec- 
tion, May  1916,  Lot  376;  S.H.  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Henry  Beckwith 
Collection,  April  1923,  Lot  89;J.C.  Morganthau  and  Co’s  sale  of  the 
William  Festus  Morgan  Collection,  f line  1932,  Lot  291  ;J.G.  Macallister 
to  T.  fames  Clarke;  sold  by  Clarke  to  R.E.  “Ted"  Naftzger  when  the 
Clarke  Collection  was  sold  intact;  Eric  Streiner;  the  Legend  Collection  of 
Proof  large  cents. 
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326  1840  N-8.  Rarity-1.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Bright 

salmon  red,  almost  pink,  with  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A few  tiny 
spots  are  present  at  N of  ONE,  but  there  are  few  flaws  elsewhere. 
Abundant  rim  cuds  on  the  right  side  of  the  obverse,  typical  of  this 
variety.  Only  two  specimens  have  been  certified  finer  in  the  RD 
designation. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2 finer  in  designation  (MS-65  RD  finest). 


327  1843  N-12.  Rarity-2.  Petite  Head,  Small  Letters.  MS-66  RB 

(NGC).  A particularly  choice  example  of  this  date  and  type.  Frosty 
cartwheel  lustre  cascades  across  deep  steel  brown  surfaces  with 
abundant  rich  mint  color  at  peripheries  and  around  devices.  The 
surfaces  are  pristine  and  original,  with  superb  visual  appeal  as  ex- 
pected for  this  elevated  grade  level.  Any  collector  would  be  proud 
to  own  this  cent,  and  those  who  specifically  search  for  this  date  for 
their  collection  would  be  weO-advised  to  place  a premium  bid. 

NGC  Census;  1;  none  finer.  Two  1843  cents  of  unknown  varieties  have 
been  certified  MS-66  RB. 


Condition  Census  1847  N-39 


328  1847  N-39.  Rarity-3-.  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  A superb  specimen, 

rich  with  cartwheel  lustre  and  abundant  mint  color  around  deep 
violet-brown  fields.  Simply  beautiful  visual  appeal,  pristine  fields, 
a few  low  points  inside  the  left  side  of  the  wreath  as  struck.  Only  a 
single  tiny  nick  under  Liberty’s  nose  keeps  this  from  a still  higher 
grade.  The  CQR  census  for  the  variety  is  63(3)-62(4),  so  we  have 
no  doubt  that  this  remarkable  piece  fits  into  the  top  six.  A cent  to 
pursue  with  abandon. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 


Finest  Known  1848  Small  Date  Cent 
Ex.  Mehl-Clarke-Oeschsner-REN 
Discovered  in  1939 


(2x  photo) 


329  1848  Small  Date.  Rarity-7.  EF-40.  Graded  by  Bob  Grellman  as 

VF-30,  sharpness  of  VF-35  but  for  some  light  scratches,  though 
we  prefer  the  EF-40  grade  accorded  this  piece  by  B.  Max  Mehl 
and  Stack’s  in  its  1988  auction  appearance.  The  single  best  ex- 
ample of  this  famous  issue!  Lovely  rich  chocolate  brown  with 
smooth  surfaces.  Struck  on  a very  broad  planchet  without  the  ben- 
efit of  a retaining  coUar,  curved  mint  clip  present  just  right  of  1 2:00. 
The  strike  is  severely  misaligned  on  the  oversize  blank,  shifted  to 
the  left  side  with  a generous  unstruck  area  outside  the  right  ob- 
verse die  edge  and  right  reverse.  A thin  scratch  is  present  under 
Liberty’s  chin,  with  some  less  severe  and  barely  visible  lines  present 
on  Liberty’s  cheek  and  at  central  reverse.  The  design  details  are 
exceptionally  bold  for  an  1848  Small  Date,  though  the  inexperi- 
enced minter  did  not  use  his  equipment  to  its  full  advantage  — we 
attribute  some  of  the  flatness  on  the  highest  points  to  strike,  rather 
than  wear,  accounting  for  our  higher  grade  than  that  previously 
used.  This  is  the  single  sharpest  and  most  attractive  1848 
Small  Date  cent  in  existence,  with  many  of  the  others  sutTenng 
from  far  more  problematic  strikes  or  bad  surface  problems. 

The  1848  Small  Date  is,  according  to  the  Guide  Book,  which 
mentions  it  parenthetical  but  does  not  price  it,  “a  rare  contempo- 
rary counterfeit.”  Each  author  which  has  treated  it  has  come  to 
this  conclusion,  that  it  was  produced  extralegally  within  the  large 
cent  period.  One  specimen  is  known  overstruck  on  a genuine  1S4(' 
cent.  The  first  auction  appearance  of  a specimen  was  m Bangs  and 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 


■'HE  Classics  Sale 


HI 


Coinpany’sJ.N.T.  Lcvick  sale  of  April,  1865  (Breen  says  May,  1865 
in  his  Encyclopedia,  an  error  repeated  by  later  authors).  Levick,  a 
savvy  collector  since  at  least  the  1850s,  may  have  plucked  it  from 
circulation,  Levick’s  discovery  piece  later  appeared  in  the  Parmelee 
sale  of  1890,  showed  up  in  the  1910  Mougey  sale  where  Thomas 
Elder  indicated  that  only  one  other  specimen  was  known  (it  was 
withdrawn  and  bought  in  by  Elder),  and  eventually  made  its  way 
to  the  1952  Downing  sale  and  the  1984  Starr  sale  — that  coin  is 
plated  in  Breen’s  Encyclopedia.  The  presently  offered  specimen  was 
discovered  in  1939  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  the  W.B.  Hale  Collection, 
a situation  described  in  the  1952  ANA  sale  catalogue.  Breen  in- 
cluded this  piece  in  his  census  of  seven  known  specimens,  but 
having  not  seen  it  described  it  as  only  Good!  Estimates  range  from 
six  to  10  known  examples,  firmly  within  the  Rarity-7  range,  with 
most  grading  between  Good  and  Fine,  as  noted  by  Breen.  CQR 
notes  that  10  are  known,  but  only  accounts  for  six  examples!  As 
noted  in  the  1952  Downing  sale,  the  1848  Small  Date  is  “one  of 
the  most  interesting  cents  in  the  entire  series,  as  no  collection  can 
really  be  considered  complete  without  this  piece.  Of  the  greatest 
rarity,  and  well  worth  a good  price.”  At  that  time  only  four  were 
known;  the  only  newer  examples  turned  up  in  1979  and  1995, 
neither  approaching  the  quality  of  this  one.  We  are  pleased  to  offer 
this  important  and  historic  large  cent. 

176.5  grains  — well  in  excess  of  the  168  grain  standard  for  large  cents  of  this 
period.  Vertical  axis:  29.1  mm.  Horizontal  axis;  30.2  mm. 

The  original  Oechsner  sale  ticket,  the  Grellman  tag  for  authenticity  and 
grade,  and  the  Terranova  ticket  with  Naftzger’s  annotations  accompany  this  lot. 

Discovered  early  in  1939  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  the  W.B.  Hale  Collec- 
tion; held  in  B.Max  Mehl’s  private  collection  of  large  cents;  Abe  Kosoff s 
sale  of  the  T.  James  Clarke  Collection,  April  1956,  Dot  351;  Stack’s  sale 
of  the  Herbert  Oechsner  Collection,  September  1988,  Lot  196;  Anthony 
Terranova;  R.E.  “Ted"  Naftzger,Jr.  on  September  19,  1988. 


330  1851  N-20.  Rarity-3+.  MS-67  BN  (NGC).  Full  cartwheel  lus- 

tre on  lively  chocolate  brown  surfaces,  with  pleasing  mint  red  color 
around  obverse  devices  and  plentiful  over  most  of  the  reverse. 
Nicely  struck  and  essentially  free  of  flaws,  a beautiful  example  of 
this  date.  The  CQR  census  for  the  variety  is  64(2)-63(4). 

NGC  Census:  5;  none  finer  within  designation. 


331  1853  N-26.  Rarity-2.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Splendid  satiny  cart- 

wheel lustre  on  choice  frosty  medium  brown  surfaces.  Faint  un- 
dertones of  deep  blue  and  highlights  of  mint  color  in  protected 
areas  of  the  reverse  design  add  to  the  very  nice  visual  appeal.  A 
lovely  example  of  the  date  or  type. 


SMALL  CENTS 

What  an  incredible  run  of  small  cents!  Beginning  with  not  one, 
but  two  examples  of  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  enthusiasts  in  this 
popular  series  will  find  much  to  love  about  this  Classics  Sale.  An  1 858 
Small  Letters  Flying  Eagle  cent  in  Proof  came  to  us  as  part  of  an  old- 
time  consignment  that  included  10  of  the  12  pieces  that  were  a part 
of  the  1858  pattern  cent  sets  (see  the  pattern  section  for  the  others). 
Indian  cents,  ably  catalogued  by  Frank  Van  Valen,  include  a splendid 
run  of  Proofs  and  the  nicest  1864-L  cent  any  of  us  have  ever  seen, 
graded  a remarkable  MS-67  by  NGC.  The  small  cent  keys  - 1877 
and  1909  S-V.D.B.  — are  here  in  multiples.  No  doubt  the  most  valu- 
able coin  in  this  section,  and  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  U.S.  coins, 
is  the  1943-S  cent  in  copper  - a notable  error  and  great  rarity  that  is 
rare  enough  that  many  longtime  numismatists  have  never  even  seen 
one,  let  alone  had  a chance  to  buy  one!  This  example  has  long  high- 
lighted a private  cabinet  and  makes  for  an  easy  choice  for  “top  10 
rarities”  in  our  present  sale. 


Choice  Mint  State  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Snow-9 


332  1856  Flying  Eagle.  Snow-9.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deep  golden 

brown  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  on  the  satiny  surfaces.  A 
sharply  struck  example  of  what  is  surely  the  most  desirable  small 
cent  issue  in  the  entire  U.S.  small  cent  series  (1856-present).  There 
are  few  collectors  today  (or  in  the  past  for  that  matter)  who  have 
not  dreamed  of  owning  an  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  as  its  fame  and 
rarity  are  known  far  and  wide  within  the  coin  collecting  commu- 
nity. Literally  volumes  have  been  written  about  this  rare  issue  by 
such  notable  names  in  numismatics  as  Walter  Breen,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  and  in  more  recent  times  Rick  Snow  (whose  “Snow” 
designations  have  been  readily  and  eagerly  adopted  by  those  small 
cent  specialists  who  collect  Flying  Eagle  and  Indians  cents).  We,  of 
course,  could  go  on  here  for  many  paragraphs,  but  we  know  that 
the  simple  appearance  of  this  rarity  in  the  catalogue  speaks  vol- 
umes for  itself!  Good  luck  in  your  bidding  endeavors,  for  more 
than  one  interested  collector  will  be  “in  the  chase”  when  this  rare 
and  popular  small  cent  crosses  the  auction  block. 
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Lightly  Circulated  1856  Flying  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


333  1856  Flying  Eagle.  Snow-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A medium  golden 
brown  specimen  of  the  most  desirable  small  cent  issue  in  the  en- 
tire U.S.  series.  While  lightly  worn  in  places,  no  serious  marks  are 
noted.  A pleasing  example  that  will  see  spirited  bidding  activity. 

Accompanied  by  Rick  Snow’s  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  card  and  seal. 

334  Quartette  of  certified  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Head  cents:  ☆ 1857 
Flying  Eagle.  AU-50  (PCGS)  ☆ 1858  Flying  Eagle.  Large  Letters. 
AU-58  (NGC)  ☆ 1859  Indian.  AU-58  (PCGS)  ☆ 1860  Indian. 
Round  Bust.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Each  is  an  attractive  coin  for  the  as- 
signed grade.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


335  1858/7  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  brown  with  some  wear, 

as  might  be  expected  for  the  grade,  but  devoid  of  unsightly  circu- 
lation marks.  Early  die  state,  upper  corner  of  7 plainly  visible  be- 
neath second  8 in  date.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

Accompanied  by  Rick  Snow’s  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  card  and  seal. 


Rare  1858  Small  Letters  Proof  l0 


336  1858  Small  Letters.  Proof-62.  Deeply  reflective  golden  tan  sur- 

faces show  deeper  toning  in  the  obverse  fields  and  at  central  re- 
verse. Some  minor  flecks  under  the  eagle’s  tail,  a few  very  minor 
and  widely  scattered  hairlines,  excellent  visual  appeal  for  the  as- 
signed grade  and  perhaps  even  worthy  of  the  choice  appellation.  A 
very  desirable  small  cent  Proof,  the  only  regular  issue  type  that 
was  included  in  the  12-coin  pattern  cent  sets  of  1858  and  as  such  is 
less  elusive  than  the  Large  Letters  variety.  A very  attractive  ex- 
ample that  should  see  strong  bidding  activity. 


337  1858  Small  Letters.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  brown 

with  bright  golden  highlights.  Some  faint  reverse  flecks  can  be 
seen  under  low  magnification.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  and 
grade. 


Gem  Proof  1860  Indian  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


338  1860  Proof-65  (NGC).  A bright  golden  specimen  with  frosty 

motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields,  an  unquestionable  Proof  of  the 
highest  order  (within  the  limits  of  the  assigned  grade,  of  course). 
Careful  scrutiny  reveals  a few  faint  toning  flecks,  but  the  overall 
sharpness  and  aesthetic  appeal  of  the  present  coin  greatly  outdis- 
tances any  shortcomings  that  may  be  perceived.  From  an  estimated 
Proof  distribution  for  the  date  of  550  pieces,  a number  which  in- 
cludes 514  sold  with  silver  Proof  sets  of  the  date,  and  with  28  or 
more  sold  individually;  it  is  believed  that  more  than  1,000  Proofs 
of  the  date  were  actually  struck,  with  the  balance  of  the  unsold 
pieces  probably  melted  by  the  Mint  at  a later  date.  In  his  Buyer's 
and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  Dave  Bowers 
noted  “in  his  1977  Encyclopedia  of  Proof  Coins  Walter  Breen  stated 
‘only  a few  dozen  can  be  traced.’  The  same  writer  went  on  to  say 
that  many  published  citations  of  ‘Proofs’  were  in  fact  prooflike 
business  strikes.  True  Proofs  seem  to  be  major  rarities  and  are  sev- 
eral orders  rarer  than  are  Proof  1859  cents.  The  reason  for  this 
discrepancy  is  not  known.”  All  told,  a lovely  gem  that  will  soon 
grace  an  impressive  cabinet  of  Indian  cents. 


339  1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  deep  honey  gold  with 
strong  lustre  and  grand  eye  appeal.  Much  scarcer  than  its  counter- 
part with  round  tip  to  bust. 

340  Quintette  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1860  Pointed 
Bust.  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  a golden  orange  toning  at  the  reverse 
periphery  ☆ 1861  MS-61.  Lustrous  with  some  light  central  frost 
☆ 1862  MS-62.  Smooth  olive-brown  surfaces  ☆ 1863  MS-64.  Lus- 
trous with  minute  faint  spotting  noted  under  m.ignification  ☆ ISo4 
Copper-nickel.  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  bright  yellow  gssld  .tnd  p.ile 
orange  highlights,  some  minute  spotting  is  noted.  (Tot.il:  5 pieces) 
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341  1862  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  pale 

sky  blue  and  rose  iridescence.  The  boldly  rendered  design  elements 
stand  crisply  out  from  reflective  fields.  From  an  estimated  Proof 
distribution  for  the  date  of  2,000  to  perhaps  2,500  pieces. 


342  1863  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  tones  on  reflective  fields 

and  frosted  motifs.  From  an  estimated  Proof  distribution  for  tbe 
date  of 800  to  1,000  pieces,  and  actually  more  scarce  in  Proof  than 
is  generally  believed. 


Super  Gem  Uncirculated  1864  L 10 
Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


343  1864  L on  Ribbon.  MS-67  BN  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  of  explo- 

sive beauty.  Medium  brown  surfaces  display  generous  amounts  of 
pale  red  and  electric  blue,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Struck  from 
clashed  dies,  as  ofteh  seen  for  this  issue.  A sharp  and  imposing 
gem,  one  that  is  certainly  worthy  of  strong  bidding  participation. 
For  the  record,  this  is  the  finest  NGC-certified  example  of  this 
scarce  and  popular  issue  within  any  grade  designation!  (It  is  also 
worth  noting  that  PCGS  has  not  certified  an  example  of  the  date 
at  or  finer  than  the  level  of  the  present  specimen,  perhaps  making 
this  che/inest  known  example  of  the  date!) 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  any  designation  (BN,  RB,  RD). 

544  Quartette  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1864  L on  Rib- 
bon. AU-55  ☆ 1867  AU-58  ☆ 1867  Repunched  Date.  AU-55  ☆ 
1869  EF-45.  All  with  attractive  brown  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


345  Quintette  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1864  bronze. 
MS-65  RJ5.  Splashes  ofiridescent  sea  green,  gold,  and  rose  on  the 
obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  mostly  sea  green  ☆ 1865  Fancy  5. 
MS-63  BJ3.  Attractive  smooth  surfaces  ☆ 1873  Close  3.  MS-62 
BN.  Attractive  brown  surfaces  with  hints  of  original  mint  lustre  in 
the  protected  areas  ☆ 1878  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  with  iridescent 
toning  on  the  high  points,  minute  spotting  is  noted  under  magni- 
fication ☆ 1879  MS-64  PJ3.  Lustrous  with  a few  faint  spots  noted. 
(Total:  5 pieces) 


346  1865  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Bright  orange  gold  enhances  the 
frosty  motifs,  while  medium  shades  of  orange,  pale  violet,  and  sea 
green  grace  the  mirror  fields. 

347  1865  Plain  5.  Snow-6.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  gold  and 
medium  red  on  the  obverse,  with  robust  violet  highlights  on  the 
high  points.  The  reverse  high  points  are  draped  in  pale  violet,  while 
the  fields  are  warm  orange.  An  attractive  coin  for  the  grade. 

Snow-6.  Repunching  visible  in  the  upper  loop  of  the  8 and  6,  and  the  un- 
derside of  the  flag  of  the  5 in  date. 

348  1866  Snow-9.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A satiny  brown  beauty  with 
attractive  rose  and  gold  highlights  that  compete  with  the  cartwheel 
lustre. 

Snow-9.  “1866/66.  Plainest  on  the  last  6.  Very  scarce.” 

Accompanied  by  Rick  Snow’s  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  card. 

349  1868  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A satiny  bronze  beauty  with  strong  lus- 
tre and  whisper  of  golden  red  in  the  protected  areas.  Sharp  and 
appealing. 

350  Quintette  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1870  AU-58  ☆ 
1871  AU-53  ☆ 1873  Open  3.  AU-55  ☆ 1874  AU-55  ☆ 1875  AU- 
58.  A nice  selection  of  popular  semi-key  dates.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

Gem  Mint  State  1871  Indian  l0 


351  1871  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  red  surfaces  with  pale 

violet  high  points.  A sharp  and  thoroughly  pleasing  example  of 
this  scarce  and  popular  key  date,  a coin  that  is  easily  as  fine  as  the 
assigned  grade  and  then  some. 
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352  1871  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  red-orange  surfaces  with 

lightly  textured  motifs  and  rellective  fields.  A few  faint  Hecks  are 
noted  under  low  magnification.  One  of  perhaps  850  to  1,100  Proofs 
of  the  date  distributed  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 


353  1872  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  deep  tan  with  mellow  underly- 

ing lustre.  An  affordable  example  of  a scarce  key  date. 

Accompanied  by  Rick  Snow’s  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  card. 


354  1873  Close  3.  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  Rich  rose,  bright  gold,  and 

impressive  misty  green  highlights  combine  in  an  enticing  contrast 
on  the  deep  red  surfaces  of  this  attention-grabbing  Proof  Indian 
cent.  A sultry  gem  with  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  somewhat  satiny 
mirror  fields.  From  a distribution  for  the  date  of  some  1,500  to 
2,000  Proofs,  all  of  which  were  of  the  Close  3 style.  Reverse  struck 
from  the  die  of  1872  with  a raised  “blob”  at  the  upper  right  serif  of 
the  T in  CENT.  No  Proof  example  of  the  date  has  been  graded 
finer  by  NGC  within  any  color  designation,  making  the  present 
coin  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  extant  in  that  firm’s 
holder! 

NGC  Census:  17;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


355  1873  Doubled  LIBERTY.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Deep  tan  surfaces. 
Among  the  scarcest  and  most  popular  of  all  Indian  cent  errors, 
here  in  a highly  collectible  grade. 

Accompanied  by  Rick  Snow’s  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  card. 

356  1876  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Satiny  medium  red  with  deeper  high- 
lights. An  appealing  coin  for  the  grade  despite  some  natural  planchet 
Haws  as  made.  All  things  considered  still  a lot  of  coin  for  the  as- 
signed grade. 


Choice  Proof  1877  Indian  l0 


(2x  photo) 


357  1877  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  orange,  salmon,  and  a touch 

of  violet  form  a pleasing  woodgrain  effect  on  the  mirrored  fields 
and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  One  of  perhaps  1,250  to  1,500  Proofs  of 
the  date  distributed,  though  ^4  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  Cents  by  Dave  Bowers  notes:  “The  mintage  of  this 
and  other  Proofs  prior  to  1878  is  not  known,  and  guesses  have 
been  made.  The  Guide  Bonk  suggests  ‘900  plus.’  I estimate  1,250 
to  1,500  pieces.  Most  probably  the  1877  Proof  Indian  cents,  three- 
cent  pieces,  and  Shield  nickels  were  sold  in  minor  sets,  and  the 
Proof  mintages  of  all  three  are  the  same.  However,  fewer  of  the 
Proof  1877  cents  seem  to  have  survived.”  Regarding  Proofs  of  this 
popular  date,  they  are  seemingly  more  available  than  choice  and 
gem  Mint  State  1877  Indian  cents,  which  places  an  undue  amount 
of  acquisition  pressure  on  attractive  Proofs  of  the  date. 


Collector  1877  Indian  l0 


358  1877  AU-53  (PCGS).  Deep  tan  surfaces.  A few  faint  Hecks  can 
be  seen  under  low  magnification,  though  the  overall  appeal  is  still 
quite  strong.  A solid  “collector  grade”  example  of  this  popular  and 
rare  key  date  to  the  Indian  cent  series. 

359  Trio  of  Indian  cents  grading  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS):  ☆ 1879. 
ReHective  with  splashes  of  iridescent  sea  green  and  magenta  it 
1880.  ReHective  with  iridescent  highlights  mostly  on  the  reverse 
it  1881 . Mixture  of  rich  gunmetal-blue,  magenta,  and  yellow  over 
rellective  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

360  Quintette  ofPCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1880  MS-64  RB 
☆ 1881  MS-65  RB  ☆ 1882  MS-65  RB  ☆ 1883  MS-64  RB  ☆ 
1884  MS-64  BN.  Deep  brown  surfaces  with  rich  sea  green  high- 
lights. All  others  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  iridescent  toning. 
(Total:  5 pieces) 

361  Trio  of  Indian  cents  grading  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS):  ■Sir  1883. 
ReHective  brown  with  bright  fuchsia  and  blue-green  highlights  ■Sir 
1890.  ReHective  with  splashes  of  fiery  orange  ☆ 1899.  ReHective 
with  fiery  orange  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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362  1884  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fiery  orange-red  with  a blossom  of 
rich  violet  and  rose  on  Indian’s  portrait.  While  3,942  Proofs  of  the 
date  were  struck,  not  all  were  distributed,  and  unsold  quantities 
remaining  at  the  Mint  were  later  wholesaled.  A lovely  gem  Proof 
that  di.splays  James  Barton  Longacre’s  small  cent  design  to  its  full- 
est advantage. 

363  Trio  of  Indian  cents  grading  Proof-65  RB  (NGC):  ☆ 1885  ☆ 
1888  ☆ 1896.  Each  is  reflective  with  various  hues  of  iridescent 
toning.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


364  1885  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . A halo  of  frosty  pale  red  surrounds  the 
iridescent  tan  obverse  center,  while  the  reverse  is  deep  orange-red 
with  pale  lilac  on  the  high  points. 

365  Pair  of 1886  Indian  cents  certified  by  (PCGS):  ☆ Type  I.  MS- 
64  BN.  Splashes  ofblue-green  and  magenta  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Accompanied  by  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  ☆ Type  II.  MS-62  BN. 
Lustrous  with  sea  green  highlights  on  the  obverse  with  a mixture 
of  iridescent  highlights  on  the  reverse.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

366  Group  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1887  MS-63  RB. 
Lustrous  with  splashes  of  blue  mostly  on  the  high  points  ☆ 1888 
MS-63  BN.  Attractive  with  some  original  mint  red  in  the  pro- 
tected areas  1889  MS-64  RB.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1890  MS-64  RB. 
Lustrous  orange  with  splashes  of  frost  ☆ 1891  MS-64  ILB.  Lus- 
trous mottled  surfaces  ☆ 1892  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  with  hints  of 
toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1893  MS-64  RB.  Satiny  lustre  with 
minute  spotting  noted.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

367  Group  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1894  (2).  MS-64 
BJ3.  Lustrous;  AU-50,  Doubled  Date.  Attractive  surfaces  ☆ 1895 
MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  iridescent  blue  on  the  high 
points  ☆ 1896  MS-63  RB.  Splashes  of  orange  with  white-gold  at 
the  peripheries  ☆ 1897  MS-65  RB.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  iri- 
descent sea  green  ☆ 1898  MS-64  RB.  Attractive  1899  MS-64 
RB.  Striated  mixture  of  iridescent  blue  and  rose  on  the  obverse, 
the  reverse  is  attractive.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

368  Quartette  of  Red  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1900  MS- 
64  ☆ 1906  MS-65  ☆ 1907  MS-64  ☆ 1908  MS-64.  Each  is  lus- 
trous and  attractive.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

369  Trio  of  Indian  cents  grading  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS):  ☆ 1901. 
Splashes  of  pale  blue  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  satiny  ☆ 
1902.  Reflective  ☆ 1906.  Reflective  with  lovely  magenta  toning 
over  bright  orange.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


370  Group  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1901  MS-64  BN. 
Attractive  smooth  brown  surfaces  ☆ 1902  MS-64  ILB.  Lustrou'. 
and  attractive  ☆ 1903  MS-64  RB.  Hints  of  iridescent  toning  on 
the  high  points  ☆ 1904  MS-65  ILB.  Lustrous  with  pale  blue  ton- 
ing on  the  high  points  ☆ 1905  MS-63  RB.  Satiny  surfaces  ☆ 1908- 
S MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  mottled  surfaces  ☆ 1909  MS-64  RB.  Lus- 
trous with  splashes  of  magenta,  minute  spotting  is  noted.  (Total:  7 
pieces) 


371  1904  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  and  brassy  mirror  surfaces 
with  lightly  frosted  motifs.  Rich  splashes  of  violet  and  iridescent 
rose  increase  the  overall  visual  appeal  of  this  gem  Proof  Indian  cent. 

372  1909-S  Indian.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brassy  golden  brown  surfaces  with 
some  areas  of  deeper  brown  toning.  Perhaps  cleaned  long  ago,  since 
somewhat  retoned.  A key  date  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 


Lustrous  Gem  Uncirculated  1909-S  V.D.B. 


373  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln.  MS-65  RB.  Highly  lustrous  deep 

golden  brown  with  satiny  surfaces  and  a great  deal  of  natural  eye 
appeal.  A few  faint  flecks  are  apparent,  but  the  overall  appeal  of 
this  gem  makes  their  presence  forgivable.  Among  the  most  popu- 
lar of  all  small  cent  issues  and  for  good  reason — its  production  fig- 
ure of  just  484,000  pieces  is  one  of  the  lowest  circulation  strike 
mintages  in  the  entire  small  cent  series,  1857-present  (only  the 
1909-S  Indian  cent  has  a lower  mintage  figure).  Always  desirable, 
especially  when  as  choice  and  attractive  as  offered  here. 


Frosty  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


374  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A frosty  medium 

red  specimen  with  attractive  golden  highlights  and  satiny  surfaces. 
Some  faint  flecks  become  apparent  under  low  magnification,  but 
the  overall  appeal  is  still  visually  choice.  Among  the  most  popular 
of  all  small  cent  issues,  this  date  has  long  been  considered  a classic 
in  all  grades.  At  choice  MS-64  RB  as  here,  its  popularirv’  is  un- 
questionable. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 
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Lovely  1909-S  V.D.B.  Key 
MS-64  RB  (ICG) 


375  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln.  MS-64  RB  (ICG).  Abundant  warm 
mint  color  only  lightly  faded  to  pleasing  brown  in  the  fields,  with 
a hint  of  golden  toning  at  the  base  of  the  reverse.  Very  attractive 
for  the  grade  with  lively  lustre  and  excellent  overall  appeal.  A sim- 
ply lovely  example. 

376  Pair  of  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1909-S  V.D.B.  F-12,  light  obverse  scuffs 
☆ 1909-S  F-12,  light  obverse  scratches.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Gem  Red  1911-S  Lincoln  l0 


377  1911-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fiery  red  surfaces  with  sultry  or- 

ange highlights.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  immediately  draws  the 
viewer’s  attention,  while  the  overall  appeal  beckons  for  a closer 
look.  Easily  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade,  this  despite  a few  faint 
marks  which  are  mentioned  solely  for  accuracy.  Definitely  of  gem 
quahty. 


378 


1924-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Frosty  red  surfaces  display  strong 
lustre  and  some  deepening  highlights  at  the  rims.  A few  faint  ob- 
verse flecks  can  be  seen  under  low  magnification,  though  the  overall 
appeal  of  this  scarce  low-mintage  semi-key  date  is  amazingly  strong. 
From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  just  over  2.5  million  pieces,  the 
fifth  lowest  regular-issue  mintage  in  the  entire  Lincoln  cent  se- 
ries. 


No  inaUcr  wljcther  newspaper  headlines  feature  priorities, 
“PRP**,  or  tlie  G>ntroIled  Materials  Plan,  the  need  for  conser- 
vation never  lessens.  The  war  must  be  fouglit  and  won.  That 
means  critical  materials  by  the  carload. 

Perhaps  you  know  that  every  pound  of  alloy  must  give  maxi- 
mum service  if  our  far-flung  fighting  forces  are  to  be  supplied 
and  maintained.  Nickel,  particularly,  is  needed  to  give  wartime 
steels  greater  strength,  toughness  and  resistance  to  impart. 

I.NCo’s  technical  staff  is  organized  to  serve  users  of  nictab 
and  alloys— to  help  manufacturers  find  and  adapt  alternative 
materials  without  sacrificing  desirable  and  essential  charac- 
teristics in  die  finished  prtKiuct. 

So  if  you  have  a prol)Iem  involving  the  use 
of  alloys— Nickel  or  othemise— please  write  or 
wire  for  data  or  counsel  from  our  technical  staff. 


Technkal  Service 
helps  you  conserve 
tritical  materials 


NICKEL 


«7  WALL  STREET] 


Advertisement  for  The  International  Nickel  Company,  Inc.  in  1943, 
when  most  available  supplies  of  coinage  metals,  including  nickel  (as 
in  the  advertisement)  and  copper  were  being  directed  to  the  war  ef- 
fort, resulting  in  an  alloy  of  silver  being  used  for  five-cent  pieces,  and 
steel  being  used  instead  of  copper  on  the  one-cent  piece.  Except,  of 
course,  for  the  few  very  rare  wartime  cents  accidentally  struck  on  cop- 
per planchets  (see  Lot  380). 


379  1925-D  15%  off  center.  EF-45  BN  (NGC).  Nicely  misstruck  to 

10:00.  A pleasing  example  with  medium  brown  surfaces  and  sUghdy 
lighter  tones  on  the  highest  points  of  the  design.  A scarce  early 
Denver  Mint  error  with  excellent  visual  appeal  and  only  a few 
minor  marks  from  a counting  machine  just  inside  the  reverse  rim 
to  note  at  3:00.  A fine  addition  to  an  off-center  Lincoln  cent  date 
set  for  specialists,  or  an  interesting  item  for  more  general  collec- 
tors of  mint  errors  or  Lincoln  cents. 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 


■'1  IE  Classics  Sale 


Landmark  1943-S  Copper  Cent 
One  of  the  Most  Famous  American  Coins 
One  of  Only  Four  Specimens  Accounted  For 


^80  1943-S  Copper.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen  of  one  of 

America’s  most  beloved  rarities.  Frosty  lustre  on  pleasing  light 
brown  surfaces,  the  lustre  especially  strong  within  the  rims  but 
superb  overall  for  an  “AU”  coin.  Excellent  visual  appeal,  smooth 
and  without  significant  flaws.  A very  thin  hairline  on  Lincoln’s 
lapel  identifies  this  specimen  for  future  researchers,  as  do  some 
very  faint  abrasions  in  the  right  obverse  field;  a faint  bit  of  dirt 
within  the  rim  under  Lincoln’s  bust  and  above  WE  may  not  be 
there  at  this  piece’s  next  auction  appearance — nor  may  the  AU- 
58  encapsulation.  As  expected  for  a 1943  copper  cent,  the  strike  is 
well  defined  and  has  produced  a very  attractive  coin,  the  dies  be- 
ing set  for  striking  in  steel  and  thereby  producing  a bold  impres- 
sion in  the  much  softer  copper  composition.  The  bold  strike  is 
most  notable  at  the  rims,  which  are  thoroughly  upset  and  decid- 
edly different  from  other  typical  circulation  strike  cents  in  this 
composition.  Clearly  saved  as  an  oddity  soon  after  its  striking,  what 
friction  is  present  on  the  high  points  is  akin  to  cabinet  friction  and 
does  not  create  a worn  appearance  overall.  The  color  is  choice, 
even,  and  most  satisfactory. 

A classic  American  rarity,  the  1943-S  copper  cent  is  far  rarer 
than  its  Philadelphia  cousin,  and  is  among  the  most  famous  of  all 
United  States  coins  to  numismatists  and  non-numismatists  alike. 
This  specimen  has  not  appeared  on  the  market  for  many  years. 


having  resided  in  a private  collection  for  well  over  a decade  before 
its  reappearance  in  our  sale.  Five  examples  are  known,  with  the 
certified  specimens  as  follows: 

1)  The  present  coin,  certified  as  AU-58  by  PCGS  (82715.58/ 
50038635).  Previously  certified  as  AU-58  by  NGC,  this  coin  still 
appears  on  the  NGC  Census.  The  old  NGC  tag  accompanies  this 
lot.  This  piece  was  sold  by  Dave  Berg  in  1989,  as  noted  in  Wexler 
and  Flynn’s  The  Authoritative  Reference  on  Lincoln  Cents,  and  is  readily 
plate-matched  to  the  image  therein.  It  has  been  held  privately  since. 
Wexler  and  Flynn  number  1. 

2)  A specimen  certified  by  NGC  as  MS-61,  from  Goldberg’s 
sale  of  February  2000.  Accorded  finest  known  status  due  to  its 
Mint  State  certification,  it  sold  for  $115,000  in  2000.  It  was  previ- 
ously certified  as  AU-58  (ANACS)  in  Superior’s  June,  1997  sale, 
where  it  sold  for  $49,500.  First  sold  at  public  auction  in  Superior’s 
1974  Ruby  I sale,  where  it  was  described  as  “About  Uncirculated, 
lustrous,  cleaned  long  ago,  now  retoning  to  light  reddish  olive, 
with  some  remnants  of  mint  lustre”  by  Walter  Breen,  who  then 
stated  only  one  other  was  known.  Wexler  and  Flynn  number  3. 

3)  An  example  graded  AU-55  by  NGC,  which  is  one  of  the 
two  specimens  shown  by  Wexler  and  Flynn  as  having  heavy  marks, 
their  number  2 or  number  4. 


americ:an  numismatic  iu^rities 
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4)  \’F-35  (PCGS)  example,  from  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sales 

of  .August,  1999  and  November,  2001,  with  the  latter  appearance 
realizing  $62,100.  The  most  worn  of  the  known  examples,  drawn 
"out  of  the  woodwork"  in  the  1999  furor  over  the  “missing”  1943 
copper  cent  that  the  mainstream  media  claimed  was  worth 
S51K),000  or  more.  This  piece  appeared  on  our  own  Frank  Van 
Valen’s  desk  in  1999  with  an  old  ANACS  photo-certificate.  The 
owner  at  the  time  had  owned  the  coin  for  several  decades;  this 
piece  was  not  known  to  Wexler  and  Flynn. 

Another  example  has  not  been  seen  since  the  1980s,  and  it 
does  not  rival  the  presently  offered  piece  in  terms  of  technical 
quality  or  eye  appeal.  It  was  certified  by  ANACS  at  the  time  of 

Its  sale  as  EF-40. 

While  the  1943  Philadelphia  issue  is  far  more  common  in  cop- 
per, with  a dozen  or  more  specimens  thought  to  e.xist,  the  Denver 
issue  is  rarer  than  the  San  Francisco  1943  copper  cent — only  one 
example  is  known.  That  specimen  sold  for  an  impressive  $212,750 
in  Ira  and  Larry  Goldberg’s  sale  of  February,  2003,  which  also  in- 
cluded a 1943  Philadelphia  copper  cent  but,  tellingly,  no  San  Fran- 

cisco  specimen.  Indeed,  the  present  example,  long  off  the  market, 
is  the  finest  specimen  available  to  modern  collectors,  as  the  only 
specimen  of  similar  quality  is  in  a closely  held  private  collection. 
Incidentally,  this  specimen  and  another  of  the  known  examples 
are  struck  from  the  same  reverse  die,  showing  a vertical  die  crack 
from  R in  PLURIBUS  to  the  top  of  O in  ONE,  indicating  that 
the  two  coins  were  struck  at  roughly  the  same  time. 

With  the  1999  coverage  of  the  “lost”  1943  copper  cent  by  ev- 
ery national  news  outlet,  this  issue  reassumed  the  position  of  promi- 
nence it  had  enjoyed  in  the  1950s,  when  the  1943  copper  cent  was 
far  more  familiar  than  the  1913  nickel  or  the  1804  dollar.  Today,  it 
remains  one  of  the  all  time  greats  — acclaimed  by  collectors  and 
non-collectors  in  a way  that  few  coins  have  ever  been  in  the  long 
history  of  American  numismatics.  Collectors  of  diverse  taste  — 
small  cent  specialists,  error  collectors,  and  those  who  simply  enjoy 
great  rarities  — will  all  find  this  opportunity  to  be  tempting  and 
worthy  of  strong  and  thoughtful  consideration. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

TWO-CENT  PIECES 

NICKEL  THFLEE-CENT  PIECES 

The  so-called  “obsolete”  denominations — the  t\vo-cent  and  three- 
ccnt  pieces — are  a rich  quarry  for  collectors,  with  challenging  dates 
and  interesting  varieties  mixing  with  the  chance  to  find  more  com- 
mon issues  in  remarkable  levels  of  preservation.  Remarkable  Proofs 
(like  a splendid  1888  nickel  three  cents)  and  circulation  strikes  (such  as 
the  gem  1871  threc-cent  silver)  are  included  in  the  lots  that  follow. 

381  1868  MS-65  Ri3  (NGC).  Satiny  red  surfaces  display  some  warm 

tan  highlights,  but  the  present  gem  leans  more  to  “R”  than  “B.” 

Tops  of  1 and  first  8 in  date  repunched. 


Gem  Proof  1870  20 


382  1870  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  and  flashy  red  surfaces  dis- 

play an  array  of  tiny  flecks. 


383  1871  Brecn-2405.  Doubled  Motto.  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  Pale 

golden  red  with  somewhat  satiny  fields  and  frosted  motifs.  One  of 
slightly  more  than  960  Proofs  of  the  date  distributed.  Obverse 
doubling  strong  at  TRUST  and  the  arrowhead  immediately  fol- 
lowing. A pleasing  gem  specimen  of  a rare  variety. 

Hrcrn-24nS  ‘(  double  motto.  Rare.  Doubled  obverse  die.  like  the  IH67  but 
>p.  i.'uljr" 


Gorgeous  Gem  Proof  1866  Nickel  30 


384  1866  Proof-66  (NGC).  An  absolutely  gorgeous  gem  with  rich 

sunburst  splashes  of  gold,  peach,  rose,  and  violet  grace  the  heavily 
frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  of  this  attractive  gem.  Truly 
outstanding  visually  as  well  physically. 


385  1868  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  satiny  surfaces  display 

a nuance  of  pale  champagne.  Sharply  struck  from  faintly  clashed 
dies. 


386 


387 


1875  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive  cameo  (though  such  is 
not  noted  on  the  holder)  Proof  of  the  date,  with  frosty  motifs  and 
deeply  mirrored  fields  that  display  bright  golden  iride.scence.  De- 
cidedly gem  in  quality. 


1879  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  Mint  State  gem.  a coin  that  is 
both  sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing.  A grand  amount 
of  frosty  lustre  graces  the  pale  champ.igne  surfaces. 


amf.kk:an  numismatic:  kari  t ii-s 
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388  1880  Proof-66  (NGC).  Frosty  golden  gray  with  nice  lustre  and  a 
sharp  struck. 

389  Pair  of  Proof  nickel  three-cent  pieces:  ☆ 1884  Proof-65  (NGC) 
☆ 1886  Proof-66  (NGC).  Both  are  reflective  with  traces  of  deli- 
cate golden  toning  at  the  devices.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Amazing  Ultra  Cameo  Proof  1888  Nickel  30 


390  1888  Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  An  incredibly  beautiful 

coin  in  all  regards.  Heavily  frosted  motifs  seemingly  float  in  a sea 
of  deep  silver  reflectivity.  The  strike  is  incredibly  sharp,  and  the 
surfaces  are  so  bright  that  the  coin  may  just  as  well  have  been  struck 
in  silver  or  aluminum!  Indeed,  a true  gem  that  is  of  the  finest  or- 
der. The  only  mark  of  note  is  a tiny,  natural  planchet  flaw  to  the 
right  of  the  date  on  the  obverse.  One  of  just  two  examples  of  the 
date  called  Ultra  Cameo  by  NGC  in  any  grade!  Simply  superb. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-66  ★ Ultra  Cameo). 


391  1889  Proof-67  (NGC).  A frosty  beauty  from  the  final  year  of  the 

denomination  and  design  type.  Satiny  motifs  and  lightly  reflective 
fields  display  a nuance  of  pale  rose.  Just  one  example  of  the  date 
has  been  certified  finer  by  NGC  within  the  designation.  As  sharply 
struck  as  it  is  gorgeous. 

NGC  Census:  33;  1 finer  in  any  designation  (Proof-68). 


SILVER  THREE-CENT  PIECES 

All  silver  three-cent  photographs  are  twice  actual  size. 


392  1852  MS-66  (NGC).  A splendid  gem  in  all  regards.  The  surfaces 

are  frosty  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of  pale  golden  toning,  the  strike 
is  sharp,  and  the  visual  appeal  is  exceptional  for  the  grade.  This  is 
gem  quality! 

Impressive  Gem  Proof  1864  Silver  30 


393  1864  Proof-67  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem  Proof  example  of  the 

date.  Frosty  central  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  form  a pleasing 
cameo  contrast  (though  such  is  not  noted  on  the  holder).  The  cen- 
tral devices  are  alive  with  bursts  of  bright  orange  and  peach,  while 
deep  shades  of  sea  green,  electric  blue,  and  gold  move  outward 
towards  the  rims.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of 470  pieces, 
though  probably  far  fewer  than  that  number  are  available  to  today’s 
collecting  community.  For  the  record,  NGC  has  certified  just  one 
example  of  the  present  date  in  a finer  grade  (just  eight  examples 
have  been  Proof-67,  as  here).  A colorful  little  gem. 

NGC  Census:  8;  1 finer  with  the  designation  (Proof-68). 

Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1871  Silver  30 

Low-Mintage  Rarity 


394  1871  MS-66  (NGC).  A supremely  attractive  example  of  this  rare 

issue,  one  that  saw  a circulation  strike  mintage  of  3,300  pieces, 
though  much  of  that  mintage  was  melted  in  July  1873  upon  the 
discontinuation  of  the  denomination.  Of  the  small  proportion  of 
the  mintage  that  was  distributed  by  the  Mint,  the  present  piece 
must  rank  high  among  the  survivors.  The  frosty  motif  and  lightly 
reflective  fields  display  pale  rose,  violet,  and  electric  blue  on  the 
obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  chiefly  bright  neon  blue  with  a dash 
here  and  there  of  iridescent  rose.  Simply  lovely. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 
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NICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 

VVe  orter  a splendid  array  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces  in  the  present 
sale,  which,  though  rich  with  nice  Shield  and  Liberty  nickels,  will 
long  be  remembered  for  the  incredible  array  of  Proof  Buffalo  nickels 
we  present  in  truly  superlative  grades.  Indeed,  if  the  collecting  bug 
ever  suggested  to  you  that  a single,  magnificent  manifestation  ofjames 
Earle  Fraser  s beautiful  and  all-American  design  belonged  in  your 
cabinet,  we  would  have  to  say  that  you’ve  come  to  the  right  place! 
Cue  could  assemble  a complete  set  of  Proof  Buffalo  nickels  in  re- 
markable quality  from  our  current  offering,  and  you  could  even  seek 
out  the  toning  that  is  most  pleasing  to  your  individual  eye.  Of  course, 
a 1927-D  in  gem  quality  is  nothing  to  sneeze  at,  nor  are  multiple 
Mint  State  1937-D  3-Legged  nickels.  Among  the  earlier  series,  a spec- 
tacular 1885  Proof  could  be  mentioned,  and  interesting  doubled  dies 
are  found  whthin  the  Shield  nickel  series  (indeed,  beyond  our  cata- 
logue, the  series  seems  to  provide  a near-endless  array  of  varieties!). 

Gem  Uncirculated  1866  Shield  Nickel 

Rays  Reverse 


395  1866  Rays.  MS-65  (NGC).  A frosty  and  satiny  silver  gray  gem 

with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  and  eye  appeal  to  match.  From  the 
first  year  of  the  design  type  and  denomination  (which  was  produced 
side-by-side  with  the  silver  half  dimes  of  the  era  until  1873,  when 
the  halt  dime  was  discontinued,  giving  us  two  distinctly  different 
five-cent  coins  in  production — and  circulation — at  the  same  time). 
Rays  reverse,  as  are  all  1866  Shield  nickels.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

Struck  from  a rapidly  collapsing  obverse  die,  with  heavy  cracks  around  the 
date  and  at  other  places  as  well. 

Gem  Cameo  Proof  1867  Shield  50 

No  Rays  Reverse 


photo) 

396  1867  No  Rays.  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous 

iilvcr  gray  with  frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields.  From  a Proof 
mintage  for  the  date  of  “625+”  according  to  Breen’s  Encyclopedia 


(1988),  with  that  listed  figure  representing  the  specimens  of  the 
date  sold  in  silver  Proof  sets,  with  the  “+”  no  doubt  representing 
individual  pieces  that  may  have  been  sold  without  the  attendant 
silver  coinage  of  the  date.  Among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date 
certified  by  NGC,  and  worthy  of  serious  pursuit  as  a result. 

NGC  Census:  3;  3 finer  with  in  the  designation  (Proof-66  * Cameo) 


397  1871  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  yet  reflective  fields  surround 

lightly  frosted  pale  golden  devices.  One  of  somewhat  more  than 
960  Proofs  of  the  date  distributed. 


398  1872  Breen-2492.  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  Proof-66  (PCGS). 

Medium  steel  gray  with  strong  lustre  on  frosty  motifs  and  some- 
what satiny  surrounding  fields.  A sharp  and  appealing  example  of 
this  popular  Doubled  Die  Obverse  variety,  here  with  doubling 
plainest  at  the  annulet  at  the  point  of  the  cross  atop  the  obverse 
shield. 


399  1872  Breen-2492.  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  Proof-65  CAMEO 

(NGC).  A lustrous  cameo  gem  Proof  Shield  nickel  with  strong 
eye  appeal  and  delightful  contrast  between  the  frosty  motifs  and 
mirrored  fields.  Doubling  most  noticeable  at  the  annulet  (small 
circle)  at  the  top  of  the  shield.  Among  the  top  15  examples  of  the 
date  certified  by  NGC — one  glance  will  show  you  why! 

NGC  Census:  8;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  Cameo  finest). 
Another  group  of  1872  Proof  Shield  nickels  has  been  certified  by  NGC  with 
the  “Doubled  Die  Obverse”  designation  on  the  holder  (it  doesn  ’( appear  on  the 
label  of  the  present  coin);  those  were  not  taken  into  account  when  the  popula- 
tion of  the  present  coin  was  considered. 

Breen-2492.  “1872  Doubled  obverse  die.  Two  varieties.  Very  scarce.  Note 
crisscrossing  shield  lines  (azures  and  gules)  and  double  annulet  below  cross.” 


400  1875  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  surfaces  and  lightly  frosted 

motifs  display  rich  champagne  iridescence.  Housed  in  a “first  gen- 
eration” PCGS  holder. 


AMERICIAN  numismatic:  KAKITIHS 
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401 


1880  Proof-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  steel  gray  with  reflective  sur- 
faces, frosty  motifs,  and  a whisper  of  pale  gold. 


402  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-67  (ICG).  Sparkling  bright  silver  gray 

surfaces  with  pale  sky  blue  overtones. 


403  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem  with 

heavy  cartwheel  lustre  and  splashes  of  attractive  golden  toning. 


404  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A stunning  gem  with  in- 

tense cartw'heel  lustre  and  thoroughly  appealing  surfaces. 


nearly  as  rare  as  the  proverbial  hen’s  teeth,  the  demand  for  quality 
Proofs  of  the  date  is  always  strong  and  active.  For  the  record,  Nf  iC 
has  not  certified  a Proof  example  of  the  date  in  a finer  grade  than 
the  present  coin.  We  suspect  the  demand  for  this  particular  I’roof 
specimen  will  be  nearly  as  extraordinary  as  the  coin  itself! 

NGC  Census:  7;  none  finer. 


407  1885  MS-63  (ICG).  Fully  lustrous  silver  gray  with  some  faint 

champagne  toning  and  deeper  gray  at  central  reverse.  A very  nice 
example  of  this  challenging  key  with  a few  little  specks  and  a spot 
on  star  12.  A specimen  that  will  satisfy  nearly  all  Liberty  nickel 
collectors  who  seek  this  date. 


Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1884  Liberty  50 


405  1884  MS-66  (NGC).  An  intensely  lustrous  gem  Mint  State  ex- 

ample of  the  first  date  in  the  Liberty  nickel  series  to  be  struck  in  its 
entirety  with  the  denomination  CENTS  on  the  reverse.  The  sat- 
iny fields  border  on  prooflike,  the  devices  are  frosty  and  boldly 
rendered  down  to  the  finest  details  ofBarber’s  design,  and  a graceful 
nuance  of  pure,  deep  golden  toning  caresses  both  sides.  For  the 
record,  NGC  has  certified  fewer  than  a dozen  1884  Liberty  nick- 
els at  the  presently  represented  grade,  with  just  one  specimen 
graded  finer  by  that  group.  Truly  gem  quality  in  all  respects! 

NGC  Census:  11;  1 finer  (MS-67). 


Virtually  Unimprovable  Proof  1885  Liberty  50 
Proof-67  Cameo 
None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


406  1885  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  A simply  superlative  Proof  ex- 

ample of  the  key  date  in  the  Liberty  nickel  series,  a coin  that  prac- 
tically screams  “top  this”  where  overall  appeal  is  concerned.  A wash 
of  pale  gold  graces  the  frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields,  each  design 
detail  is  crisp  and  fully  represented,  and  the  grade  is  undeniably 
“right  on  the  money.”  With  gem  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date 


408  1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  Proof  with  highly  reflective  fields 
that  display  pale  gold,  sky  blue,  and  faint  heather  highlights. 

409  1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Sultry  shades  of  deep  gold,  lilac,  and  pale 
sky  blue  grace  both  sides  of  this  lustrous  gem. 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1913  Buffalo  50 

Type  I 


410  1913  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  A satiny  pale  golden  gem 
with  frosty,  matte-like  surfaces  that  display  a hint  here  and  there 
of  pale  golden  toning.  Decidedly  gem  in  all  respects,  a coin  that 
challenges  the  viewer  to  find  a single  mark  or  blemish  on  its  virtu- 
ally pristine  surfaces.  For  the  record,  just  two  examples  of  this  date 
have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC,  not  a bad  track  record  for  a date 
that  has  seen  literally  hundreds  of  specimens  certified  by  that  or- 
ganization. A lovely  coin  overall,  and  fitting  way  to  begin  (or  add 
to)  a classy  Buffalo  nickel  collection! 

NGC  Census:  29;  2 finer  (Proof-68*  finest). 

411  Quintette  of  NGC-certified  Buffalo  nickels:  1913  Type  I (2). 
MS-66,  MS-65.  Both  are  lustrous  with  delicate  golden  toning  ☆ 
1916  MS-62.  Satiny  with  splashes  of  golden  toning  ☆ 1930-S  MS- 
65.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  iridescent  reddish  gold  and  blue  on 
both  sides  ☆ 1935-S  MS-65.  Lustrous  and  attractive  with  splashes 
iridescent  toning.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 
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412  W13-1)  TArpe  1.  MS-66  (NGC).  A blossom  of  strong  mint  lustre 

glows  beneath  warm  and  rich  golden  highlights  on  this  sharply 
struck  gem  from  the  first  year — and  design  type — in  the  Buffalo 
mckel  senes. 

.^n  obverse  die  crack  runs  from  the  rim  at  3:00,  grazing  the  right  side  of  the 
Y in  LIBERTY  and  then  crossing  the  field  and  terminating  at  the  bridge  of  the 
Native  American’s  nose. 


Gem  Proof  1913  Buffalo  50 
Type  II 


(2x  photo) 


413  1913  Type  11.  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  A high  degree  oflustre 

enlivens  the  pale  rose  obverse  and  bright  gold  and  peach  reverse. 
Sharply  struck,  as  should  be  expected  for  a Proof  of  the  date. 


Gem  Proof  1913  Buffalo  50 

Type  II 


415  1913  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-65  (NGC).  Bright  and  satiny  silver 

gray  with  strong  lustre  and  pale  champagne  highlights.  David 
Lange’s  reference  notes,  “This  date  is  second  only  to  1916  in  rar- 
ity among  the  early  period  Proofs,”  and  later  suggests  that  “it’s 
almost  a certainty  that  many  of  the  Proofs  struck  remained  unsold 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  were  melted.”  A great  opportunity  for 
those  who  are  currently  corralling  a Proof  Buffalo  nickel  herd. 


416  1913  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-64  (NGC).  Satiny  silver  surfaces 

with  a hint  ofwarm  golden  toning,  especiaOy  on  the  reverse.  Sharp 
and  appealing,  as  should  be  e.xpected  from  an  early  Proof  Buffalo 
nickel. 


Impressive  Gem  Proof  1913  Buffalo  50 
Type  II 


(2x  photo) 


414  1913  Type  11.  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  Explosive  bright  silver 

lustre  rolls  luxuriously  across  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  impressive 
gem  Proof  Buffalo  nickel.  Splashes  of  pale  iridescent  rose  and  faint 
sky  blue  gather  on  obverse,  while  the  reverse  bears  deep  golden 
highlights  at  the  rim.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  1,514 
pieces,  the  present  specimen  must  certainly  be  among  the  finest 
examples  of  the  date  extant,  at  least  where  visual  appeal  is  con- 
cerned. Every  bit  the  gem  the  NGC  holder  proudly  proclaims  it 
to  be. 


Gem  Proof  1914  Buffalo  50 


417  1914  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  Satiny  underlying  lustre  empow- 

ers the  iridescent  pale  sea  green,  gold,  pale  violet,  and  rose  high- 
lights on  both  sides  of  this  sharp  and  attractive  gem.  One  of  1,275 
Proof  Buffalo  nickels  of  the  date  struck.  A pleasing  gem  in  all  re- 
gards. 


418  1914  Matte  Proof-66  (NGC).  A brightly  sparkling  gem  Proof 

Buffalo  nickel  with  a faint  trace  of  pale  golden  toning.  Choice  for 
the  assigned  grade. 
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419  1914  Matte  Proof-63  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  Proof  with  strong 

design  details  and  exquisite  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  In- 
deed, you  may  find  yourself  at  lot  viewing  inquiring  of  yourself 
“why  just  a Proof-63  grade?” 


Delightful  Gem  Proof  1915  Buffalo  50 


420  1915  Matte  Proof-66  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  silver  gray  with 

pale  champagne  toning  highlights.  A sharp  and  appealing  example 
of  this  scarce  and  popular  issue,  one  that  would  probably  receive  a 
“PQ’  designation  from  most  bidders. 


Gem  Proof  1915  Buffalo  50 


421 


422  1915  Matte  Proof-64  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  pale 

champagne  highlights.  Sharp  and  crisp,  a specimen  that  comes  very 
near  to  gem  classification. 


1915  Matte  Proof-66  (NGC).  A satiny  pale  golden  gem  with 
strong  eye  appeal  and  an  equally  strong  strike. 


423  1915  Matte  Proof-63  (NGC).  A high  degree  oflustre  on  satiny 

pale  golden  surfaces.  A pleasing  choice  Proof  example  of  the  date. 


Impressive  Gem  Proof  1916  Buffalo  50 

Among  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


424  1916  Matte  Proof-67  ★(NGC).  A sparkling  silver  gray  gem  with 

intense  cartwheel  lustre  and  splashes  of  pale  iridescent  gold.  An 
altogether  enchanting  example  of  this  date,  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickel  Proofs.  One  ofjust  600  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  by  far  the 
lowest  Proof  mintage  of  the  design  type,  and  the  lowest  in  the 
denomination  since  the  Proof-only  1877  Shield  nickel  issue!  David 
Lange’s  reference  on  the  series  noted,  “The  Proof  nickels  of  1916 
represent  the  very  pinnacle  of  quality  for  this  coin  type,”  and  we 
heartily  agree  with  that  assessment. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-68). 


Gem  Proof  1916  Buffalo  50 

Rarest  Proof  of  the  Series 


425  1916  Matte  Proof-67  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  Proof  of  the  finest 

order  where  physical  quality  and  aesthetic  appeal  are  concerned. 
Whispers  of  pale  gold,  blue,  and  peach  decorate  the  appealing  sur- 
faces of  this  sharply  struck  and  impressive  Buffalo  nickel.  Just  tw'O 
examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC,  one  at 
Proof-67^  (see  above!),  the  other  at  Proof-68  (we  sold  a spec- 
tacular Proof-68  (PCGS)  Buffalo  nickel  in  our  inaugural  sale,  July 
2003,  Lot  316,  for  an  amazing  S35,650!).  Be  well  prepared,  for  the 
present  lot  is  almost  certain  to  draw  intense  bidding  activity. 

NGC  Census:  16;  2 finer  (Proof-68  finest). 
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426 


Gorgeous  Gem  Proof  1916  Buffalo  50 


1916  Matte  Proof-66  (NGC).  A lustrous  and  enchanting  speci- 
men, a delightfully  sharp  coin  with  splashes  of  rich  gold  and  or- 
ange iridescence.  Decidedly  choice  for  the  grade. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1917-D  Buffalo  Nickel 


Choice  Uncirculated  1919-D  5C 


429  1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sprightly  splashes  of  pale  sea  green  en- 

hance the  lustrous  obverse,  while  the  reverse  glows  in  warm  shades 
of  gold.  Some  striking  weakness  at  the  bison’s  shoulder,  as  is  t>’pi- 
cal  for  the  date.  Still,  a coin  that  presents  a bold  face  for  the  as- 
signed grade,  one  that  essentially  defines  choice  Mint  State. 


photo) 

427  1917-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  highly  lustrous  gem  with 

pale  golden  toning  highlights  on  both  sides.  The  strike,  while  not 
full,  is  sharp  enough  to  merit  attention,  especially  for  the  date. 
While  four  score  and  more  examples  of  the  date  have  been  called 
MS-65  by  PCGS,  just  nine  examples  have  been  certified  finer,  all 
MS-66.  Not  all  MS-65  coins  are  created  equal,  and  we  suggest  the 
present  specimen  may  be  “a  cut  above”  the  typically  seen  MS-65 
1917-D  Buffalo  nickel.  We  are  certain  bidding  activity  will  prove 
this  point. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1918-S  Buffalo  50 


428  1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  cartwheel  lustre  graces 

the  sparkling  pale  golden  surfaces  of  this  attractive  specimen.  Struck 
from  heavily  clashed  dies,  with  an  upside-down  and  inverted  PLUR 
seemingly  dangling  from  the  underside  of  the  Indian’s  chin.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date,  with  strong  design  details  seen  at  the  bison’s 
shoulder.  Undeniably  choice  for  the  grade. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1920-D  Buffalo  50 


430  1920-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A satiny  silver  gray  with  warm  cham- 

pagne toning  highlights.  Some  striking  weakness  noted  on  the  re- 
verse, particularly  at  the  bison’s  head,  but  that,  however,  is  typical 
for  the  issue.  Still  in  all,  a decidedly  choice  example  of  the  date  and 
grade  combination. 

Choice  Uncirculated  1923-S  Buffalo  50 

Nicely  Struck 


431  1923-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A satiny  and  lustrous  specimen  with  pale 

rose  and  champagne  iridescence  on  satiny  surfaces.  Regarding  the 
strike  of  this  date,  author  David  Lange  noted  in  his  reference  on 
Buffalo  nickels  “the  more  discriminating  and  patient  buyer  will 
await  the  few  well  struck  coins  that  sometimes  appear.  Examples 
having  adequate  strikes  do  turn  up,  but  fully  struck  pieces  are  rare.” 
While  the  present  coin  is  not  fully  struck,  it  is  probably  about  90% 
fully  detailed,  and  certainly  notable  as  such.  A pleasing  example  of 
the  date. 
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Another  Choice  1923-S  50 
MS-64  (NGC) 


432  1923-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  steel  gray  with  warm  champagne 

highlights.  Another  pleasing  example  of  the  date,  this  with  a strike 
that  is  essentially  as  bold  and  crisp  as  that  found  on  the  specimen 
in  the  preceding  lot.  We  are  pleased  to  offer  a second  opportunity 
to  obtain  a fairly  sharp  and  attractive  1923-S  Buffalo  nickel  for 
your  collection. 


433  1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Broadly  sweeping  underlying  lustre 

supports  pale  sky  blue,  rose,  and  peach  iridescence.  Nicely  struck — 
not  fully  so,  but  close  enough  to  warrant  mention,  especially  where 
this  date  is  concerned. 


Important  Gem  Uncirculated  1927-D  50 
MS-65  PCGS 


434  1927-D  MS-65  (PCGS) . Radiant  sunburst  lustre  blooms  beneath 

intense  gold  and  pale  peach  highlights.  The  reverse  is  a fiery  col- 
lage of  pale  rose,  faint  violet,  and  sky  blue.  An  impressive  gem,  a 
coin  with  physical  attributes  that  match  the  aesthetic  value.  Some 
faintness  of  strike  at  the  bison’s  shoulder,  though  much  of  the  “pelt” 
in  that  area  is  fully  delineated.  A rare  and  popular  date  at  the  gem 
level,  with  fewer  than  four  dozen  examples  of  the  date  having  at- 
tained MS-65  from  PCGS;  only  one  example  of  the  date  has  been 
graded  finer  by  that  service!  Here  you  are  presented  with  one  of 
the  finest  examples  of  this  scarce  issue  currently  extant  in  a PCGS 
holder,  a fact  certainly  worth  noting  when  you  plan  your  bidding. 

PCGS  Population:  42;  1 finer  {MS-66). 


Gem  Uncirculated  1927-S  Buffalo  50 


435  1927-S  MS-65.  A lustrous  and  attractive  gem  with  rich  rainbow 

iridescence  that  encircles  lustrous  silver  gray  centers.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date,  with  nearly  full  details  in  all  areas  of  the  reverse. 


436  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium  golden  gray  with  rich 

peach  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  and  with  bright  silver  brilliance 
in  the  recessed  areas  of  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with 
a generous  proportion  of  reverse  bison’s  shoulder  and  head  details 
present. 

Amazing  Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 

Satin  Finish 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


437  1936  Satin  Proof-68  (NGC).  A satiny,  brilliant  silver  gray  gem 

with  a nuance  of  pale  champagne  that  seemingly  floats  above  the 
virtually  immaculate  surfaces.  A sharp  and  imposing  specimen, 
James  Earle  Fraser’s  all-American  design  presented  to  its  fullest 
advantage.  It  is  worthwhile  to  note  here  that  no  finer  Satin  Finish 
Proof  example  of  this  date  has  been  certified  by  NGC.  From  a 
mintage  for  the  date  of  4,420  Proofs,  a figure  that  includes  both 
the  Satin  Proofs  (sometimes  called  Type  I),  and  the  Brilliant  Proofs 
(or  Type  II)  of  the  date.  As  David  Lange  noted  in  his  reference 
“the  first  coin  sold  possessed  a satin  finish  that  Breen  described  as 
‘sometimes  almost  matte.’  These  account  for  approximately  two- 
thirds  of  the  total  Proof  mintage,  though  their  surviving  popula- 
tion is  less  than  that  of  the  later,  more  brilliant  coins.” 

NGC  Census:  14;  none  finer. 
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Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 

Satin  Finish 


438  1936  Satin  Proof-67  (NGC).  A wealth  of  rich  gold,  sky  blue, 

and  pale  peach  iridescence  graces  both  sides  of  this  satiny,  sharply 
struck  gem. 

Gem  Satin  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 


439  1936  Satin  Proof-67  (NGC).  Incredibly  lively  bursts  of  bright 

gold,  orange,  yellow,  and  blue  surround  pale  rose  central  details 
on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  faint  sky  blue  at  the  center, 
blossoming  outward  through  fiery  rings  of  bright  yellow,  gold, 
and  crimson.  The  toning  on  the  present  gem  specimen  is  nothing 
short  of  enchanting,  and  we  imagine  brisk  bidding  activity  when 
this  beautiful  Buffalo  nickel  crosses  the  auction  block. 

Gem  Satin  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 


440  1936  Satin  Proof-67  (NGC).  Incredibly  deep  neon  shades  of  rose, 

sea  green,  blue,  and  violet  grace  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  lovely, 
lively  gem.  . 

Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 

Satin  Finish 


441  1936  Satin  Proof-67  (NGC).  Splashes  of  deep  rose  and  pale  vio- 

let on  the  satiny  obverse,  with  rich  peach  and  orange  on  the  re- 
verse. 


442  1936  Satin  Proof-65  (NGC).  A bright  silver  gray  specimen  with 

warm  golden  toning  on  the  Indian’s  portrait  on  the  obverse,  and 
with  similar  toning  on  the  ground  beneath  the  reverse  bison’s  feet. 
Sharp  and  appealing. 


443  1936  Satin  Proof-65  (NGC).  Bright  silver  gray  with  rich  golden 

highlights  on  both  sides.  An  attractive  coin  in  all  regards. 


Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  Nickel 
Brilliant  Finish 


444  1936  Brilliant  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A highly  reflective  gem  with 

pale  pastel  rainbow  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Regarding  this  is- 
sue, the  Lange  reference  notes:  “when  the  Mint’s  employees  had 
finally  mastered  the  art  of  coining  Proofs,  the  pieces  that  resulted 
were  of  a fully  brilliant  finish,  as  on  later  Proof  coins  through  the 
1960s.  These  were  far  more  popular,  and  their  survival  rate  is  some- 
what higher  than  for  the  Satin  Proofs.  Even  so,  the  greater  popu- 
larity of  the  Brilliant  Proofs  continues  to  this  day  and  accounts  for 
their  premium  that  they  enjoy  over  their  scarcer  brothers.” 
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Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 
Brilliant  Finish 


(2x  photo) 


1-45  1936  Brilliant  Proof-67  (NGC).  Bright  silver  gray  mirror  sur- 

faces display  a nuance  of  pale  sky  blue  and  rose  iridescence.  A 
simply  gorgeous  and  nearly  flawless  specimen  that  may  just  as 
well  have  received  a finer  grade;  careful  scrutiny  reveal  no  blem- 
ishes of  account.  A lovely  coin,  one  that  practically  defines  the 
grade  and  finish. 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 


t46  1936  Brilliant  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Highly  reflective  with  a nu- 

ance of  pale  champagne  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Simply  lovely 
for  the  grade. 


Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 


Brilliant  Finish 


147  1936  Brilliant  Proof-67  (NGC).  Chiefly  brilliant  silver  gray  with 

a hint  of  pale  champagne  toning. 


Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 

Brilliant  Finish 


448  1936  Brilliant  Proof-66  (NGC).  A highly  reflective  and  equally 

lustrous  gem  with  a touch  of  frost  on  the  central  motifs.  Sharp  and 
attractive,  as  should  be  expected  for  this  issue. 

Another  Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 
Brilliant  Finish 


449  1936  Brilliant  Proof-66  (NGC).  Highly  reflective  with  bright 

gold,  pale  sky  blue,  and  deep  neon  blue  iridescence,  especially  in 
the  bison’s  pelt.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

Brilliant  Gem  Proof  1937  Buffalo  50 


450  1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A gorgeous,  brilliant  gem  with  highly 

reflective  surfaces  and  a nuance  of  rich  golden  iridescence.  From  a 
Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  5,769  pieces,  a sizable  mintage  by 
1937  standards,  but  just  an  infinitesimal  drop  in  tbe  Proof  bucket 
by  today’s  mintage  standards. 


Another  Gem  Proof  1937  Buffalo  50 


highly  reflective  surfaces. 
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Another  Gem  Proof  1937  Buffalo  50 


452  1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  but  with  whisper  of  pale 

sky  blue  and  golden  iridescence. 


Vividly  Toned  1937  Proof  50 


453  1937  Proof-67  (NGC).  A warm  golden  mirror  that  exhibits  in- 

tense neon  hues  of  pale  blue,  violet,  gold,  and  peach. 


Gem  Proof  1937  Buffalo  Nickel 


457 


Richly  Toned 


1937  Proof-66  (NGC).  An  intense  array  of  bright  pastel  irides- 
cence bursts  forth  from  beneath  rich  and  deep  golden  toning  on 
this  gem  ProofBuffalo  nickel.  Another  nice  opportunity  for  a Buf- 
falo nickel  aficionado  who  appreciates  richly  toned  coins. 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1937  Buffalo  50 


Sparkling  Gem  Proof  1937  Buffalo  Nickel 


454  1937  Proof-67  (NGC).  A fully  brilliant  and  highly  reflective  gem 

with  a touch  of  frost  on  the  high  points. 


Gem  Proof  1937  Buffalo  50 


455  1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  highlights  enhance  the 

sharply  struck  images  and  highly  reflective  fields. 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof  1937  Buffalo  50 


456  1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A bright  and  reflective  specimen  w'ith 

rich  golden  highlights  on  both  sides. 


458  1937  Proof-66  (NGC).  A highly  reflective  gem  with  intense  lus- 

tre and  bold,  vivid  champagne  highlights. 


Gem  Proof  1937  Buffalo  50 


459  1937  Proof-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  highly  reflective  pale  cham- 

pagne surfaces. 


460  1937  Proof-65  (NGC).  A highly  reflective  gem  with  a lively  sheen 

of  pale  gold  on  both  sides. 


461  1937  Proof-65  (NGC).  Pale  golden  gray  surfaces  display  a touch 

of  frost  on  the  devices  and  faint  iridescent  rainbow  tones  in  the 
fields. 
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Impressive  Gem  1937-D  3-Legged  50 


-462  1937-D  3-Legged.  FS-020.2.  MS-65  (NGC).  An  intensely  lus- 

trous pale  golden  gem,  with  an  overall  appearance  that  is  quite 
unlike  the  typical  dull,  nearly  lifeless  Mint  State  example  of  this 
popular  and  elusive  variety.  The  strike  is  well  above  average  for  the 
variety,  another  remarkable  feature  of  the  present  gem.  This  would 
be  a joy  to  add  to  your  Buffalo  nickel  collection! 


Choice  Mint  State  1937-D  Buffalo  50 


3 -Legged  Variety 


(2.\  photo) 


463  1937-D  3-Legged.  FS-020.2.  MS-64  (NGC).  A satiny  speci- 

men with  strong  underlying  lustre  on  rich  champagne  surfaces. 
Some  striking  weakness  is  noted  on  the  reverse,  as  virtually  always 
seen  for  the  variety;  that  notwithstanding,  the  overall  appeal  is  still 
strong  for  the  present  specimen.  Always  in  demand  and  always 
popular  with  collectors  in  all  grades,  choice  MS-64  specimens  as 
offered  here  tend  to  lead  the  “popularity  parade”  for  this  issue. 


464  1937-D  3-Legged.  FS-020.2.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Warm  golden 

gray  with  generous  amounts  of  deep  golden  iridescence  and  plenty 
of  lively  lustre.  A pleasing  example  of  this  popular  variety,  a coin 
that  will  bring  a great  deal  of  pride  of  ownership  without  “break- 
ing the  bank”  where  the  numismatic  budget  is  concerned. 


Gem  Mint  State  1937-S  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


465  1937-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  a strong  strike 

and  rich  champagne  highlights.  Among  the  finest  examples  of  the 
date  extant;  PCGS  has  not  certified  a specimen  of  the  date  at  a 
finer  grade  than  that  of  the  present  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  39;  none  finer. 


HALF  DIMES 

It  takes  a special  kind  of  collector  to  love  half  dimes  - the  sort  of 
numismatic  adventurer  that  enjoys  finding  out  on  his  or  her  own 
which  varieties  or  dates  are  really  the  toughest  in  nice  grade,  the  type 
of  person  whose  magnifier  is  never  too  far  away.  To  honor  that  brand 
of  collector,  we  have  assembled  a remarkable  group  of  half  dimes  for 
you.  The  early  half  dimes  are  led  by  a few  pieces  from  the  Price  Col- 
lection, including  a Logan-McCloskey  plate  coin  for  1795  LM-4.  A 
spectacular  1796/5  half  dime  in  MS-63  (PCGS)  ranks  among  the  very 
finest  known,  as  does  a nifty  1797  16  Stars.  Among  the  Seated  issues, 
an  1858  over  Inverted  1858  is  a find  in  high  grade,  probably  bound 
for  a specialized  collection.  All  half  dime  photographs  are  twice  ac- 
tual size. 


466  1794  Logan  McCloskey-2,  Valentine-2.  Rarity-5.  VG-10 

(ANACS).  An  evenly  worn  but  attractive  example  with  deep  blue- 
black  tones  at  the  peripheries  and  rich  gold  and  rose  tones  at  the 
lighter  centers.  Scattered  contact  marks  are  present,  as  expected, 
and  a vestige  of  an  old  horizontal  scratch  blends  into  the  reverse. 
The  eye  appeal  remains  good  for  the  grade,  and  marks  this  as  a 
desirable  example  of  this  scarce  variety. 
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Pleasing  AU  1794  Half  Dime 

The  Logan-McCloskey  Plate  Coin 
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467  1794  LM-4,  V-4.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (NGC).  A delightfbl  speci- 

men ot  the  date,  the  plate  coin  for  the  variety  in  the  standard  refer- 
ence of  the  series.  Medium  gray  surfaces  exhibit  a wealth  of  subtle 
blue,  pale  gold,  and  deep  gray  undertones  when  examined  closely. 
Only  the  most  nunor  contact  marks  are  present,  though  some  tiny 
ones  like  the  short  scratch  under  the  tip  of  Liberty’s  bust  also  serve 
for  positive  idenrificarion  as  the  coin  depicted  for  Logan-McCloskey 
4 in  Federal  HalJ  Dimes  1792- 1837.  Good  details  remain  in  the  feath- 
ers of  the  eagle’s  wings  and  in  the  intricacies  of  the  hair.  A pleasure 
to  behold,  a most  pleasing  example  of  this  very  popular  issue  for  the 
assigned  grade.  From  the  noted  Price  Collection  of  half  dimes,  a 
well-formed  private  collection  of  long  standing. 

From  the  Price  Collection  of  half  dimes. 


Pleasing  Choice  AU  1795  Half  Dime 

LM-8,  Rarity-3 


468  1795  LM-8,  V-5.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  gray 

with  deeper  steel  highlights  at  the  rims.  A pleasing  example  from 
the  second  (and  final)  year  of  the  Flowing  Hair  half  dime  design 
type.  Hevoid  of  heavy  marks  of  any  sort,  and  a joy  to  behold  as 
such.  Obverse  die  crack  from  rim  through  Y,  then  to  Liberty’s 
nose,  nefinitcly  worthy  of  your  bidding  attention. 

Die  alignment  225°  (as  opposed  to  the  normal  180° alignment);  the  eagle’s 
head  pomt-s  to  1 :3()  or  so,  as  opposed  to  “straight  up’’  12:00. 


Lovely  Mint  State  1795  Half  Dime 


469  1795  LM-10,  V-4.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Muted  pale  sil- 

ver gray  surfaces  reveal  lively  undertones  of  pale  blue  and  rich  ruddy 
gold  with  some  remaining  reflectivity.  The  eye  appeal  is  superb, 
and  the  detail  is  sharp,  with  most  of  the  feathers  on  the  eagle’s 
breast  visible.  These  early  Flowing  Hair  half  dimes  are  endlessly 
popular,  and  it  is  fortunate  that  coins  like  this  survive  in  such  top- 
notch  grade.  A very  pretty  little  coin  that  is  bound  to  highlight  a 
type  set. 


Highly  Lustrous  1795  Half  Dime 


470  1795  LM-10,  V-4.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Beautifully  in- 

termingled tones  of  bright  silver  gray,  pale  blue,  and  subtle  amber 
grace  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A charming  and  frosty  coin  with 
excellent  eye  appeal.  Some  weakness  of  strike  is  noted,  including 
on  Liberty’s  lower  tresses  and  areas  of  the  central  reverse.  The  sur- 
faces are  pristine  for  the  grade,  and  the  fine  details  of  a die  clash 
are  plain  in  the  fields.  Worthy  of  strong  consideration. 


A Quartette  of  Early  Half  Dimes 

471  Quartette  of  early  half  dimes,  all  certified  by  ANACS:  ☆ 

1795  LM-8,  V-3.  Rarity-3.  Net  G-4,  VG  details,  cleaned.  Evenly 
worn  with  dark  gray  toning  and  only  light  evidence  of  hairlines  on 
the  obverse.  A spot  of  verdigris  clings  to  the  reverse  it  1796  LM- 
1,  V-1.  Rarity-3.  Net  VG-8.  Fine  details,  scratched.  Pleasing  rain- 
bow peripheral  toning  on  the  reverse,  mottled  dark  coloration  on 
the  obverse.  A single  old  vertical  scratch  and  some  other  minor 
abrasions  are  noted  it  1797  LM-1,  V-2.  Rarity-3.  15  Stars.  Net 
VG-8.  Fine  details,  scratched.  Gold  and  pale  green  mingle  with 
silver  gray  on  somewhat  bright  surfaces,  with  a few  thin  old 
scratches  present  across  the  central  obverse  it  1801  LM-2,  V-1. 2. 
Rarity-4.  Net  F-12.  VF  details,  damaged-cleaned-bent.  Darklv 
mottled  toning  includes  pleasing  golden  tones.  A bit  w.a\y  with 
two  reverse  digs  and  a series  of  parallel  hairlines  across  the  date. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 
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Condition  Census  1796/5  Half  Dime 


472  1796/5  LM-2,  V-2.  Rarity-6.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lovely  Mint 

State  example  of  this  very  rare  and  interesting  overdate.  Lustrous 
silver  gray  with  bright  blue  highlights  and  reverse  traces  of  gold  on 
reflective  fields.  A pleasing  specimen,  though  the  central  obverse 
is  flatly  struck  among  the  parallel  diagonal  adjustment  marks  in 
Liberty’s  hair  and  flat  at  the  eagle’s  legs  and  talons.  The  1796/5  is 
by  far  the  rarer  1796  half  dime  variety,  with  perhaps  30  specimens 
known.  It  is  certainly  the  more  interesting  of  the  two  — especially 
so  considering  the  sharp  underdigit  and  the  fact  that  no  1795 
Draped  Bust  half  dimes  were  ever  struck.  This  example  ranks  with 
the  very  finest  known,  outpaced  by  only  a single  specimen  graded 
by  PCGS  and  finer  than  the  Eliasberg  coin.  A prize  for  a savvy 
collector. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (MS-64). 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  September  2002,  Lot  173. 


Toned  Mint  State  1797  Half  Dime 
16  Stars 


474  1797  LM-2,  V-4.  Rarity-4.  16  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  A high- 

grade  specimen  of  this  scarce  major  variety.  Delightful  old  toning 
in  rich  autumnal  shades  graces  the  periphery,  with  lighter  golds 
and  blues  at  the  center.  Highly  lustrous  and  attractive,  obverse  well 
struck  with  just  a minor  depression  at  absolute  center,  the  reverse 
ill-defined  on  the  eagle’s  breast  but  otherwise  quite  bold.  Some 
light  hairlines  are  visible  under  magnified  scrutiny,  and  a nick  over 
the  first  A in  AMERICA  is  mentioned  for  accuracy.  The  16  star 
half  dime  is  quite  scarce,  with  this  obverse  used  in  two  scarce  die 
marriages,  of  which  the  LM-2  (as  here)  is  slightly  more  common 
at  Rarity-4.  As  noted  in  the  LM  book,  this  variety  is  “difficult  to 
locate  in  mint  state,”  as  attested  to  by  the  fact  that  no  specimens  of 
this  variety  have  been  graded  finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer.  Some  of  the  unattributed  1797  half  dimes  on 
the  census  may  be  of  the  16  stars  variety. 


Charming  Mint  State  1797  Half  Dime 
15  Stars 


473  1797  LM-1,  V-2.  Rarity-3.  15  Stars.  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty 

brilliant  silver  gray  with  very  nice  lustre  for  the  assigned  grade. 
The  surfaces  are  very  attractive,  though  the  weak  strike  that  plagues 
this  issue  is  visible  on  this  specimen,  with  a central  obverse  weak- 
ness present  below  Liberty’s  ear  and  the  eagle  lacking  its  finer  de- 
tails aside  from  the  feathers  on  the  dexter  wing.  The  date  and  pe- 
ripheries are  bold,  and  good  visual  appeal  is  achieved.  A desirable 
specimen  for  a type  set. 
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The  LM  Plate  1797  13  Stars  Half  Dime 

Second  Finest  Known 


475  1797  LM-4.  V-1.  Rarity-6.  13  Stars.  AU-58  (NGC).  A superb 

specimen  of  this  major  variety.  Lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces  ex- 
hibit beautiful  original  toning  in  shades  of  gold,  rose,  and  violet, 
with  a hint  of  sea  green  under  the  date.  Well  struck  with  only  the 
most  minor  flatness  atop  Liberty’s  head;  most  feathers  on  the  eagle’s 
breast  are  visible  and  details  on  his  head  are  complete.  A very  choice 
coin  for  the  grade  with  the  eye  appeal  of  a full  Mint  State  coin.  A 
curved  lint  mark  inside  star  8 identifies  this  coin  as  the  plate  piece 
in  the  standard  w'ork  on  early  half  dimes  by  Russell  Logan  and 
John  McCloskey,  a short  scratch  under  star  7 and  a planchet  roUer 
mark  under  star  6 are  noted  for  accuracy.  A very  rare  variety,  rated 
full  R-6  by  Logan  and  McCloskey  and  rarely  encountered  in  any 
grade.  When  specimens  do  enter  the  marketplace,  they  are  likely 
to  be  well  worn  — reading  over  the  list  of  specimens  sold  m the 
last  several  years  in  Jeff  Garrett  and  John  Dannreuther’s  book  on 
auction  records  finds  most  citations  for  coins  that  are  heavily  worn, 
bent,  or  corroded.  Indeed,  the  only  one  comparable  is  the  only 
finer  specimen  in  existence  — the  Neill-Bareford  coin  that  was 
described  as  Choice  AU  when  sold  in  Stack’s  Main  sale  in  2002 
(we  imagine  that  is  the  one  now  certified  as  MS-63  by  PCGS,  the 
only  example  certified  finer  by  either  service).  This  variety  is  a 
notable  one,  using  13  stars  unlike  every  other  1797  obverse  and 
resembling  the  1798  13  Stars  dollar  but  for  its  diminution.  The 
opportunity  to  buy  the  second  finest  known  of  a rare  variety  (and 
one  as  notable  and  distinctive  as  this  one)  is,  as  the  saying  goes, 
rarer  than  the  coin  itself 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer. 

From  the  Price  Collection  of  half  dimes. 


Exciting  1832  Half  Dime 
Proof-64  (NGC) 


476  1832  LM-6,  V-unlisted.  Rarity-4  as  a variety.  Proof-64 

(NGC).  The  only  Proof  half  dime  of  this  date  certified  by  either 
service.  Lovely  dark  gray-blue  toning  present  on  both  sides,  with 
some  brilliant  silver  gray  in  the  fields  blending  in.  An  exception- 


ally boldly  struck  specimen,  with  full  obverse  details  and  only  a 
hint  of  fiat  striking  at  the  juncture  of  the  sinister  wing  to  the  eagle’s 
body.  The  obverse  fields  show  strong  reflectivity,  with  the  reverse 
somewhat  frostier  with  abundant  lustre  and  significant  reflectivity 
in  the  fields.  The  stars  and  peripheries  enjoy  full  definition.  A beau- 
tiRil  coin,  extremely  rare  as  a Proof,  with  no  described  Proofs  of 
this  variety  mentioned  in  the  LM  book. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer.  This  is  the  only  Proof  1 832  half  dime  certified 
by  NGC.  PCGS  has  not  certified  any. 

477  Trio  of  half  dimes,  all  certified  by  ANACS:  ☆ 1834LM-1,V- 

5.  Rarity-2.  MS-63.  Pale  silver  gray  with  good  lustre  and  over- 
tones of  pale  gold.  An  attractive  and  well-struck  example  of  the 
interesting  3 over  inverted  3 variety  ☆ 1838  Large  Stars.  AlJ-58. 
Rich  golden  toning  on  lustrous  surfaces  on  the  obverse,  the  re- 
verse is  chiefly  brilliant  ☆ 1847.  AU-55.  Reflective  and  lustrous 
silver  gray  surfaces  show  pleasing  blue  and  purple  toning  in  the 
lower  obverse  fields  and  pale  blue  tones  at  central  reverse.  A nice 
trio.  (Total:  3 coins) 


Extraordinary  Gem  1837  Half  Dime 
No  Stars,  Large  Date 


478  1837  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A bright  and  lus- 

trous gem  with  pale  champagne  toning  highlights.  A visually  im- 
posing coin  despite  its  diminutive  physical  stature,  a boldly  ren- 
dered piece  that  is  as  crisp  and  fresh  as  the  day  it  was  minted.  Be  it 
by  fortune  or  design,  we  certainly  owe  a great  deal  to  the  collec- 
tors or  scholars  who  have  cared  for  this  particular  specimen  for 
nearly  two  centuries;  today’s  collecting  community  is  very  fortu- 
nate that  coins  of  the  present  quality  have  survived  into  the  21st 
century.  Triple  punched  date,  this  obverse  die  was  also  used  for 
production  of  the  very  rare  Proofs  of  the  date.  A truly  outstanding 
example  of  the  date,  a coin  that  is  among  the  very  finest  certified 
examples  of  the  date;  PCGS  has  graded  just  two  1837  No  Stars 
Large  Date  half  dimes  at  a finer  grade  than  presented  here. 

PCGS  Population:  27;  2 finer  (both  MS-67). 
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479  1837  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Deep  and  lustrous 

golden  gray  with  bright  sea  green  and  gold  iridescence  in  abun- 
dance. A sharply  struck  specimen  from  the  first  year  of  Gobrecht’s 
Liberty  Seated  motif — stars  were  added  on  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
issue  of  1838,  but  not  so  on  that  year’s  New  Orleans  coinage;  the 
dies  with  obverse  stars  were  not  pressed  into  service  at  our  south- 
ernmost mint  until  1839. 


480  1850  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  strong  sea  green, 

rose,  and  gold  highlights  on  the  obverse — the  reverse  is  aglow  with 
deep  electric  blue  and  rich  golden  orange  toning.  Sharp  every- 
where, though  we  note  the  final  few  obverse  stars  are  lacking  por- 
tions of  their  radials.  Among  the  top  20  examples  of  the  date  cur- 
rently certified  by  NGC,  and  fairly  important  as  such. 

NGC  Census:  13;  7 finer  (all  MS-67). 


lem  Uncirculated  1858/Inverted  Date  Half  Dime 

Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


Popular  1859  Half  Dime 

Anthony  Paquet’s  Obverse 


482  1859  MS-66  (NGC).  Warm  lilac  and  gunmetal-blue  highlights 

blend  smoothly  and  evenly  on  the  lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  of  this 
nicely  toned  gem.  Technically  a one  year  type,  as  this  obverse  was 
only  used  on  the  half  dimes  of  1859,  and  not  on  any  other  de- 
nomination or  date  (see  note  below).  Everything  the  holder  pro- 
claims it  to  be,  a superb  little  gem  with  an  interesting  story  to  tell. 

The  obverse  of  the  1859  half  dime  issue  is  generally  attributed  to  Anthony 
Paquet,  an  assistant  engraver  at  the  Mint  who  is  best  known  for  medallic  dies  as 
well  as  a handful  of  pattern  designs.  The  obverse  of  the  1859  half  dime  from 
Paquet’s  die  differs  slightly  yet  noticeably  from  the  earlier  dies  originally  de- 
signed by  Christian  Gobrecht  then  touched  up  along  the  way  by  various  en- 
gravers including  Longacre.  The  stars  on  the  1859  half  dime  have  hollow  cen- 
ters, the  shield  is  more  upright,  as  is  Miss  Liberty  herself,  who  appears  to  be 
young,  slender,  and  with  an  adolescent  appearance  to  her  face.  There  arc  other 
minor  salient  differences  that  become  readily  apparent  when  an  1859  half  dime 
is  placed  next  to  an  1858-dated  specimen;  it  makes  for  a few  moments  of  fun 
(and  scholarly  pursuit)  on  an  otherwise  uninteresting  evening. 


483  1860  MS-65  (NGC).  A sharp  and  frosty  example  of  the  date  with 

a hint  of  pale  golden  toning  on  the  satiny  surfaces. 


481  1858  Breen-3091.  Inverted  Date.  MS-66  (NGC).  A highly 

lustrous,  satiny  gem  with  pale  golden  toning  highlights  on  both 
sides.  A rare  and  intriguing  variety;  the  date  punch  was  first  pressed 
into  the  die  in  an  inverted  manner,  then  slightly  effaced  afterward. 
The  date  was  then  punched  in  its  normal  position,  though  traces 
of  the  inverted  numerals  still  show  in  specimens  from  this  die.  The 
present  coin,  a nicely  struck  specimen,  is  the  finest  example  certi- 
fied by  NGC! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Breen-3091.  “1858  over  inverted  date.  Rare.  Breen-9.  Tops  of  inverted 
digits  show  a little  above  middle  of  date.” 
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Gem  Cameo  Proof  1865  Half  Dime 


484  1865  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Satiny  motifs  and  deeply  mir- 

rored fields  display  rich  lilac,  electric  blue,  and  peach  iridescence. 
A sharply  struck  gem,  one  of  500  Proofs  of  the  date  produced.  A 
lovely  coin  that  easily  measures  up  to  the  standards  set  by  the  Proof- 
66  Cameo  grade. 


Gem  Mint  State  1865-S  Half  Dime 

Among  Three  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


485  1865-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Soft  yet  etfusive  cartwheel  lustre  radiates 

warmly  beneath  pale  heather  toning  highhghts.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  with  just  a hint  of  weakness  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head  area 
and  at  the  reverse  bow.  A pleasing  coin  for  the  grade,  one  of  just 
two  examples  of  the  date  called  MS-65  by  NGC,  with  just  one 
example  of  the  date  graded  finer  by  that  firm. 

NGC  Census;  2;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

Struck  from  a rapidly  deteriorating  reverse  die,  with  moderately  heavy  die 
cracks  from  the  rim  on  the  reverse  with  moderately  heavy  die  cracks  framing  the 
mmtmark  area;  the  die  appears  to  be  in  inuiunent  danger  of  collapse  in  that  region. 


486  1872-S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem 

imbued  with  intense  lustre  that  explodes  beneath  splashes  of  rich 
rose  and  pale  gold  on  the  obverse;  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant 
silver  with  a nuance  of  pale  champagne.  A sharply  struck  specimen 
with  full,  crisp  details  present  in  all  areas  of  the  design.  Fewer  than 
10  examples  of  this  date  have  been  graded  finer  by  PCGS,  a fact 
wiirth  remembering  when  you  plan  your  bidding  strateg>’. 

PCGS  Population:  37;  7 finer  (all  MS-67). 


DIMES 

The  dime  has  made  its  way  into  the  American  consciousness 
like  few  other  coin  denominations  (i.e.  hey  Brother,  can  you  spare 
one?),  which  is  wholly  appropriate  considering  how  distinctively 
American  the  denomination  is.  Indeed,  any  Canadian  can  tell  you 
that  they  make  ten-cent  pieces  up  there!  For  those  that  love  dimes, 
this  sale  is  full  of  opportunity.  A superb  example  of  the  very  first 
dime  (or  disme,  a term  Jefferson  was  using  in  his  written  corre- 
spondence as  late  as  1814)  is  presented  in  early  pages  under  Patterns 
of  1792.  Later  dimes  are  offered  in  date  order  here,  beginning  with 
one  of  the  nicest  1798/7  dimes  we  have  seen  (one  of  John  Pack’s 
favorite  coins  in  the  present  sale,  we  should  add).  Thejohn  Reich- 
engraved  Capped  Bust  type  is  represented  by  two  lovely  high-grade 
coins  (1809  and  1 820)  and  one  well-circulated  one  which  any  dime 
enthusiast  would  love  to  own  — a specimen  of  the  very  rare  1829 
Curl  Base  2.  Despite  its  wear,  this  qualifies  as  one  of  the  nicer  ex- 
amples we  have  seen!  Seated  dime  specialists  will  find  much  to  love, 
as  a superlative  gem  1850-0  with  incredible  toning  makes  its  ap- 
pearance — this  coin  made  the  rounds  of  our  offices  in  Wolfeboro 
to  many  oooohs  and  aaaahs.  A gem  1865  dime  is  a rarity,  as  is  the 
nice  1874-S  with  Arrows  dime  in  Mint  State  we  present  herein. 
Many  nice  Barber  and  Mercury  dimes  make  a late  entrance  but  we 
expect  an  appreciative  audience  nonetheless. 


Remarkable  Gem  1798/7  Dime 

16  Stars 


(2.x  photo) 


487  1798/97  John  Reich-1.  Rarity-3.  16  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 

Impressive  full  cartwheel  lustre  cascades  across  frosty  brilliant  gray 
surfaces.  A hint  of  golden  toning  is  present  at  the  right  reverse 
rim.  An  exceptionally  beautiful  specimen,  boldly  struck  and  re- 
markably well  preserved.  The  surfaces  are  pristine,  suggesting  per- 
haps a still  higher  grade  than  the  gem  level.  Only  a modest  area  of 
flatness  is  present  at  the  eagle’s  breast  with  superlative  fine  details 
everywhere  else,  including  each  of  Liberty’s  hair  strands.  This  is 
one  of  the  finest  1798/7  dimes  in  existence,  wdth  visual  appeal  to 
match  its  extraordinary  technical  quality.  A curved  lint  mark  and  a 
vertical  mark  arc  present  at  the  drapery  line  and  serve  as  identifi- 
ers. A splendid  piece,  worthy  of  the  absolute  finest  of  collccnons. 

NGC  Census:  4;  3 finer  (MS-66). 
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Fully  Lustrous  1798/7  Dime  Gem  Mint  State  1820  Dime 

Large  0 

JR- 11,  Rarity-3 


488  1798/97  JR-l.  Rarity-3.  16  Stars.  AU-58  (NGC).  Fully  lus- 

trous silver  gray  with  even  and  attractive  golden  overtones  on  both 
sides.  Just  the  lightest  evidence  of  flatness  on  the  high  points;  this 
piece  is  accurately  graded  and  is  the  very  definition  of  a choice  AU 
coin — the  sort  we  are  more  used  to  seeing  in  Mint  State  holders 
often  times!  A few  light  hairlines  are  seen  under  a glass,  minor  flat 
strike  at  centers  as  typical,  a most  pleasant  and  worthy  coin  for  the 
grade.  We  can  imagine  this  finding  a very  appreciative  home  in 
most  type  sets. 


Choice  Mint  State  1809  Dime 


{2x  photo) 

489  1809  JR-l.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  and  thoroughly 

lustrous  example  with  rich  light  blue  and  pale  violet  toning  on 
frosty  silver  gray  surfaces.  Very  nicely  struck  at  centers  despite  the 
flatness  in  many  of  the  obverse  stars,  a perfectly  charming  speci- 
men with  exceptional  visual  appeal.  A tiny  nick  on  Liberty’s  jaw- 
line is  the  only  complaint  anyone  could  find  under  magnified  scru- 
tiny. Worthy  of  strong  bidder  consideration  to  be  sure. 


Very  Rare  1829  Curl  Base  2 Dime 

An  Especially  Elusive  Variety 


491  1829JR-10.  Rarity-6.  G-6  (PCGS).  One  of  the  best  recognized 

and  most  sought-after  of  all  early  varieties.  Even  silver  gray  on  the 
obverse,  a shade  darker  on  the  reverse.  Attractive  after  a long  stay 
in  circulation,  this  coin  is  well  worn  like  most  examples  of  this 
rarity  but  shows  no  damage  for  its  service.  The  1829  Curl  Base  2 
was  not  discovered  until  1973  and  since  then  only  perhaps  two 
dozen  examples  have  turned  up,  most  of  which  are  in  very  low 
grades.  Indeed,  it  has  been  since  October  2000  since  one  was  sold 
at  public  auction,  and  that  G-5  coin  is  clearly  outclassed  by  this 
coin  and  its  nice  full  rims.  A prize  for  the  collector  of  early  dimes 
by  variety,  and  a real  tough  coins  to  find  no  matter  how  deep  your 
pockets  may  be. 

PCGS  Population:  8 in  VF  and  lower;  1 finer  {AU-53). 


(2x  photo) 

490  1820  JR-11.  Rarity-3.  Large  0.  MS-65  (NGC).  A lustrous  li- 

lac-gray gem  with  a nuance  of  blue  and  rose  on  the  high  points. 
Nicely  struck  with  just  a touch  of  weakness  at  a few  obverse  stars 
and  at  the  eagle’s  talons  on  the  reverse.  Called  Rarity-3  overall, 
but  in  gem  grades  the  rarity  listing  must  surely  move  precipitously 
upward.  Simply  gorgeous,  a coin  that  will  no  doubt  take  a place  of 
conspicuous  honor  in  your  cabinet — that  is,  of  course,  if  you  are 
the  successful  bidder! 
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Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1838  Dime 
Large  Stars 

Bisecting  Reverse  Die  Crack 


(2x  photo) 


492  1838  No  Drapery.  Large  Stars.  MS-66  (NGC).  A sharply  struck 

gem  from  the  first  year  of  the  type  with  stars  on  obverse.  A high 
degree  of  lustre  cascades  broadly  beneath  rich  electric  blue,  violet, 
and  deep  rose  iridescence.  Each  tiny  design  detail  is  crisp  and  bold 
on  the  present  coin,  which  adds  considerably  to  the  overall  appeal 
of  the  present  specimen.  Simply  superb  for  the  grade,  and  a scarce 
die  pairing  as  well  (see  below). 

A heavy  reverse  die  crack  runs  from  the  upper  rim  at  12:00,  across  the  final 
S in  STATES,  then  downward  through  the  N of  ONE  and  1 of  DIME,  then 
across  the  wreath  and  bow  to  6:00  at  the  bottom  rim.  In  Brian  Greer’s  reference 
on  the  subject  (1992),  the  present  die  pairing,  Greer-102,  is  called  “very  scarce,” 
a qualification  with  which  the  present  writer  completely  concurs  (having  col- 
lected Liberty  Seated  dimes  for  much  of  my  life). 


493  1842-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  gray  with  frosty  golden 

lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  Lightly  circulated  yet  free  of  all  but 
some  trivial  marks.  A fairly  scarce  date  at  AU  or  finer,  despite  a 
sizeable  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  over  two  million  pieces.  The 
ever-hungry  commercial  venues  of  New  Orleans  undoubtedly  had 
something  to  do  with  this  date’s  scarcity  at  this  grade  level.  An 
attractive  coin  for  the  grade,  and  definitely  a solid  collector  piece. 


Incredible  Condition  Census  1850-0  Dime 
A Superb  Gem 


494  1850-0  Greer-103.  Large  O mintmark.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A 

visually  impressive  and  enchanting  gem  dime,  a sharply  struck 
beauty  with  a certain  allure  that  just  won’t  quit.  The  surfaces  are 
at  once  frosty  and  highly  lustrous,  and  rich  sea  green,  electric  blue. 


rose,  and  peach  grace  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  has  deepened 
to  strong  electric  blue,  gunmetal-blue,  and  pale  violet.  Each  de- 
sign element  is  crisp  and  bold,  and  the  overall  appeal  is  stunning. 
Easily  one  of  the  finest  examples  extant  from  the  mintage  for  this 
date  of510,000  pieces,  many  of  which  no  doubt  paid  their  dues  in 
day  to  day  New  Orleans  business  circles.  This  is  the  only  speci- 
men of  the  date  called  MS-66  by  PCGS,  and  the  present  writer 
finds  it  nearly  incredible  that  PCGS  has  certified  an  example  at  a 
finer  grade,  but  they  have.  Regardless,  we  are  certain  the  present 
specimen  will  give  any  example  of  the  date  a “run  for  the  money” 
where  quality  is  concerned.  Don’t  be  caught  napping  when  this 
extraordinary  gem  crosses  the  auction  block,  for  we  sincerely  doubt 
you  will  have  another  opportunity  to  obtain  a specimen  of  this 
quality  at  any  time  in  the  near  future. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

The  1850-0  dime  is  known  with  three  distinct  reverse  mintmark  varieties, 
the  Small  O,  Medium  O,  and  the  Large  O variety,  as  offered  here.  In  his  useful 
reference  on  the  series,  Brian  Greer  noted  that  in  his  experience  the  Large  O 
variety  comprises  appro.ximately  one  half  of  all  the  known  1850-0  dimes.  He 
also  called  the  present  variety  Rarity-7  when  found  in  Mint  State. 

The  present  coin  affords  the  present  writer  an  opportunity  to  examine  a 
beautiful  gem  Liberty  Seated  dime  from  the  early  years  of  the  design  type  as  well 
as  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  On  the  obverse,  the  date  is  well-spaced,  and  the 
numerals  are  thin  and  finely  impressed  into  the  die.  The  top  and  bottom  of  the 
1 and  0 in  the  date  are  both  essentially  equidistant  from  the  dentils  below  on  the 
rocks  above,  with  the  bottom  left  serif  of  the  1 just  right  of  the  left  edge  of  the 
dentil  below.  Some  die  artifacts  are  noted  around  stars  3,  4,  5,  and  6.  On  the 
reverse,  the  Large  O mintmark  is  centered  beneath  the  left  upright  of  the  M in 
DIME,  and  is  about  equidistant  between  the  leg  of  that  letter  and  the  bow  be- 
low. On  the  present  specimen,  some  heavy  raised  die  polish  lines  are  seen  above 
RIC  in  AMERICA,  and  at  a few  other  places  on  the  reverse;  no  doubt  this  is  an 
early  state  of  the  die  and  these  lines  probably  disappeared  as  the  die  saw  service. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1858  Dime 


495  1858  MS-65  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  pale  golden 

surfaces.  A hint  of  striking  weakness  is  noted  at  the  reverse  bow, 
though  other  areas  of  the  coins  are  much  sharper  and  crisper  than 
typically  seen  for  the  date.  Surprisingly  rare  at  the  gem  Mint  State 
level,  especially  when  its  somewhat  lofty  mintage  of  more  than  1.5 
million  circulation  strikes  is  taken  into  consideration.  Indeed,  the 
present  specimen  is  among  the  dozen  finest  examples  certified  by 
PCGS.  Definitely  gem,  definitely  rare,  and  definitely  awaiting  your 
winning  bid! 

PCGS  Population:  6;  5 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Lustrous  Gem  Uncirculated  1859  Dime 


496  1859  MS-65  (NGC).  A lustrous  deep  silver  gray  gem  with  .ittr.ic- 

tive  slate  highlights.  Nicely  struck  and  definitely  “high  end"  within 
the  parameters  of  the  grade. 
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Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1865  Dime 

Vividly  Toned 


Choice  Mint  State  1874-S  Arrows  100 

Micro  S Mintmark  Variety 


497  1865  MS-67  ★ (NGC).  Broad,  sweeping  arms  of  intense  cart- 

wheel lustre  glide  smoothly  beneath  vivid  splashes  of  peach,  vio- 
let, rose,  and  electric  blue  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  runs 
from  pale  champagne  at  the  center  outward  to  deep  gold  and  neon 
blue  at  the  rim.  A sharply  struck  representative  specimen  from  a 
modest  circulation  strike  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  10,000  pieces. 
Of  the  surviving  specimens  from  that  mintage,  we  doubt  that  more 
than  a dozen  or  so  examples  measure  up  to  the  overall  quality  of 
the  present  specimen.  Regarding  the  present  specimen,  it  is  the 
only  MS-67  ★ example  of  the  date  certified  by  NGC;  surpris- 
ingly, three  examples  of  the  date  have  received  even  finer  grades 
from  that  organization.  Be  that  as  it  may,  this  colorful  and  explo- 
sive gem  will  certainly  tickle  your  bidding  fancy. 

NGC  Census:  1;  3 finer  (all  MS-68). 

Gem  Proof  1867  Dime 

Repunched  Date  Variety 


498  1867  Breen-3340.  Repunched  Date.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Deep 

lilac-gray  surfaces  display  intense  orange,  peach,  and  electric  blue 
iridescence.  A sharply  struck  gem  from  a Proof  mintage  for  the 
date  of 625  pieces.  A scarce  and  important  variety,  with  repunching 
plain  at  the  1, 8,  and  7 in  the  date  (see  below).  A lovely  gem  and  an 
intriguing  variety  wrapped  up  in  one! 

Breen-3340.  “1867  Repunched  date.  Proofs  only?  Rare.  Two  varieties, 
doubling  plainest  on  18  or  1 7.  Comprises  a minority  of  Proofs.”  Breen’s  quote 
may  indeed  refer  to  just  the  variety  offered  here.  It  is  entirely  possible  that  Breen 
saw  more  than  one  example  of  this  variety,  some  with  bold  repunching  plain  at 
the  1 and  7,  others  with  it  plain  at  the  1 and  8 and  not  the  7;  regardless,  the 
present  specimen  is  a beautiful  example  of  scarce  variety. 


♦99  1874  Arrows.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Reflective  pale  lilac-gray  fields 

and  frosted  motifs.  The  reverse  cameo  contrast  borders  on  excep- 
tional. 700  Proofs  of  the  date  were  struck.  Definitely  of  gem  qual- 
ity. 


500  1874-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  example  of  the  date, 
this  with  a hint  of  pale  champagne  toning.  A touch  of  striking 
weakness  is  seen,  a notable  diagnostic  for  the  date.  The  third  scarcest 
of  the  1873-1874  Arrows  issues  (the  1873-CC  and  1874-CC  are 
both  very  rare  in  any  grade),  and  always  in  demand,  especially  so 
in  high  grade.  Only  two  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded 
finer  than  the  present  coin  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census;  8;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

501  1880  Proof-62  (NGC).  Reflective  medium  slate  gray  with  pale 
lilac  highlights. 


502  1880  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sparkling,  lustrous  gem  of  the  finest  or- 

der, largely  brilliant  on  the  obverse  and  with  warm  hints  of  pale 
gold  and  rose  on  the  reverse.  A popular  low-mintage  date,  one  of 
just  36,000  examples  struck  in  a year  when  the  coinage  of  millions 
of  Morgan  doUars  took  precedence  over  the  “small  change”  issues 
such  as  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars.  Sharply  struck,  about  as 
full  as  the  date  ever  comes,  with  virtually  every  detail  nicely  de- 
fined. A definite  winner  in  every  respect! 

Gem  Cameo  Proof  1885  Dime 


503  1885  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  Frosty  and  brilliant  central  de- 

vices are  encircled  by  intensely  deep  gold  and  blue  halos  at  the  rims, 
the  reverse  toning  slightly  heavier  overall.  A gorgeous  Proof  example 
of  the  date,  one  of  930  Proofs  of  the  date  produced.  Just  two  ex- 
amples of  the  date  have  received  finer  grades  from  NGC,  which 
serves  to  highlight  the  quality  and  beauU’  of  the  present  specimen. 

NGC  Census:  12;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proot-68  Cameo). 
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504  1886  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Frosty,  brilliant  central  motifs 

are  surrounded  by  intensely  deep  shades  of  gold  and  electric  blue. 
A pleasing  cameo  Proof  from  a mintage  886  pieces. 


505 


506 


1887  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre 
that  bolsters  the  rich  gold,  violet,  and  peach  iridescence.  A touch 
of  striking  weakness  is  seen  at  Liberty’s  head,  not  an  unusual  oc- 
currence for  this  date.  Still  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade. 


1892  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deep  lilac-gray  with  intense  pale  blue, 
rose,  and  violet  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Frosty  motifs  and  mir- 
ror fields  form  a pleasing  cameo,  though  such  is  not  noted  on  the 
PCGS  holder. 


Outstanding  Gem  Proof  1899  Dime 


(2x  photo) 


510  1899  Proof-67  (NGC).  Medium  lilac-gray  display  bursts  of  im- 

pressive bright  rainbow  iridescence  on  both  sides.  The  devices  are 
frosted  and  fields  are  highly  reflective,  though  “cameo”  is  nowhere 
to  be  seen  on  the  NGC  holder. 


511  1900  Proof-65  (NGC).  Frosted  motifs  and  mirror  fields  display 

an  array  of  rich  gold,  violet,  blue,  peach,  and  sea  green  on  both 
sides.  Fully  cameo  in  appearance  though  such  is  not  noted  on  the 
NGC  holder. 


Gem  Mint  State  1894  Barber  100 


507  1894  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  deep  blue  toning  on  the 

obverse  and  rich  orange  toning  on  the  reverse  (which  is  somewhat 
prooflike  in  appearance). 


Gem  Mint  State  1910-S  IOC 


512  1910-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sultry  silver  gray  with  intense  pastel  rain- 

bow iridescence  on  both  sides.  A lovely  gem  example  of  the  date, 
and  one  of  the  20  finest  1910-S  Barber  dimes  certified  by  PCGS. 
PCGS  Population:  13;  7 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


508  Trio  of  NGC-certified  dimes:  ☆ 1897-S  MS-63.  Lustrous  with 
golden  orange,  sea  green,  and  pale  magenta  toning  on  both  sur- 
faces ☆ 1908-0  MS-64.  Satiny  lustre  with  splashes  of  pale  reddish 
gold  ☆ 1931  MS-65  FB.  Lovely  satiny  rose  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


509  1898  MS-66  (PCGS).  Broadly  moving  cartwheel  lustre  enhances 

the  warm  golden  gray  surfaces  of  this  sharply  struck  gem  Barber 
dime.  Bursts  of  deep  gold  mingle  closely  with  fiery  peach  and  glow- 
ing electric  blue  highlights. 


Gem  Proof  1914  Dime 


513  1914  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Frosted  motifs  and  reflective  fields 
(though  not  designated  as  Cameo  on  the  holder)  with  even  lilac, 
gold,  pale  electric  blue,  and  rose  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse 
is  ablaze  with  fiery  orange,  gold,  and  electric  blue. 

514  1914-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Blazing  golden  lustre  highlights  deep  neon 
blue,  rose,  and  violet.  An  attractively  toned  gem. 
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515  1918  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of  pale 

golden  toning.  A nice  gem  Mercury  dime  from  the  early  years  of 
the  series. 


316  1921  MS-64.  A lovely,  lustrous  example  of  this  key  date  dime, 

but  with  just  one  shortcoming — a well-meaning  person  has  lightly 
re-engraved  the  central  reverse  bands!  However,  the  lustre  is  un- 
broken and  pale  champagne  highlights  grace  both  sides  of  this  at- 
tractive coin.  Certainly  a highly  acceptable  example  of  this  rare 
issue,  especially  so  when  the  “big  picture”  is  taken  into  account. 
After  all,  where  else  will  you  find  a solid  Mint  State  example  of  a 
1921  Mercury  dime  that  will  be  as  affordable  as  the  present  piece. 
We  urge  you  to  take  a good  look  before  you  plan  your  bidding 
strategy. 

Reverse  die  alignment  about  220°  as  compared  to  the  normal  alignment  of 
180°;  on  the  reverse,  the  top  of  the  fasces  point  to  about  the  2:00  position  rather 
than  to  12:00. 


Gem  Mint  State  1926-D  10^ 

MS-66  FB 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


117  1926-D  MS-66  FB  (NGC).  A lustrous  pale  golden  gem  with  a 

strong  strike  and  aesthetic  appeal  to  match,  and  a definite  candi- 
date for  inclusion  in  a “set  registry”  quality  Mercury  dime  collec- 
tion, Highly  elusive  in  gem  grades  with  full  design  details,  so  elu- 
sive in  fact  that  NGC  has  certified  just  a half  dozen  examples  of 
the  date  as  MS-66  FB,  including  the  present  coin,  with  none  graded 
finer  within  any  designation  by  that  firm. 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Sharp  Gem  1926-D  100 


518 


519 


1926-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  undeniably 
appealing,  a frosty  gem  with  rich  golden  highlights  evenly  distrib- 
uted on  both  sides.  Sharp  and  attractive,  as  might  be  expected  from 
the  assigned  grade.  Just  14  examples  of  this  date  have  been  graded 
finer  by  PCGS,  all  of  those  called  MS-66  FB. 


1937-S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous,  nearly  fully  bril- 
hant  with  shades  of  bright  gold  and  rich  violet  at  the  rims.  A sharply 
struck  gem,  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  in  a PCGS 
holder — that  firm  has  certified  just  one  example  of  the  date  finer 
in  any  designation! 

PCGS  Population:  41;  1 finer  in  any  designation  (MS-68  F13). 


520  1939  Proof-68  (NGC).  Dusky  gold,  .sky  blue,  and  pale  heather 

grace  the  obverse,  while  deeper  gold  and  rose  adorn  the  reverse  of 
this  impressive  gem  Proof  Just  two  examples  of  this  date  have  been 
certified  finer  by  NGC. 


521  1942/1  AU-58  (ANACS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  surfaces.  An  at- 

tractive example  of  an  extremely  popular  overdate. 


522  1942/1-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  silver  gray  with  strong  de- 

sign details  and  grand  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  Free  of 
distracting  marks,  making  for  an  extremely  enjoyable  example  of 
this  popular  20th-century  overdate. 


523  1942  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a whisper  of  pale 

golden  toning  on  the  obverse,  and  with  deeper  reverse  toning  at 
the  rim.  The  final  Proof  issue  in  the  denomination  until  1950. 
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Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1942-D  100 
None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


524 


525 


1942-D  MS-68  FB  (PCGS).  The  strike  is  sharp,  the  surfaces  are 
satiny,  the  lustre  is  ebullient,  and  a pale  sheen  of  champagne  ton- 
ing completes  the  picture.  A superlative  gem  in  all  respects.  In- 
tense scrutiny  of  the  present  coin  reveals  just  a few  tiny,  well-hid- 
den marks — in  short,  a lovely  Mercury  dime  that  truly  deserves 
the  assigned  grade.  No  examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified 
finer  than  the  present  specimen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  none  finer. 


1943-D  MS-68  FB  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  of  the  finest  order. 
Delightful  cartwheel  lustre  enhances  the  pale  rose  iridescence  on 
both  sides.  Just  one  example  of  this  date  has  been  certified  finer  by 
NGC,  that  specimen  being  MS-68  ★ FB. 


526  1944-D  MS-68  FB  (PCGS).  Broadly  sweeping  cartw'heel  lustre 

and  rich  champagne  highlights  make  for  an  appealing  gem  example 
of  the  date.  It  is  worth  noting  that  no  1944-D  dime  has  received  a 
finer  grade  than  the  present  specimen  from  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  41;  none  finer. 


TWENTY-CENT  PIECES 

Our  brief  selection  of  twenty-cent  pieces  is  led  by  one  of  the  nic- 
est 1878s  in  existence,  a connoisseur-quality  specimen  of  this  Proof- 
only  date.  The  popular  1875-CC  is  an  issue  that  is  always  on  collec- 
tor want  lists. 


Popular  1875-CC  200 


528  1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  gray  surfaces  display 

warm  royal  blue  toning  highlights  and  strong  lustre.  Definitely 
choice  for  the  grade. 


Impressive  Gem  Proof  1878  200 
Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


529  1878  Proof-67  (NGC).  A visually  stunning  cameo  Proof  (though 

such  is  not  noted  on  the  NGC  holder).  Frosty  motifs  and  mir- 
rored fields  display  deep  lilac-gray  undertones  with  a sheen  of  lively 
electric  blue  and  rose  overlying  all.  A sharp  and  essentially  flawless 
gem  example  of  this  popular  Proof-only  issue  from  the  final  year 
of  this  short-lived  scries.  Just  600  Proofs  were  produced,  and  of 
the  ones  that  have  pasted  through  the  hands  of  NGC,  no  speci- 
men has  been  graded  equal  to  or  finer  than  the  present  coin  within 
any  desii^nation. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Choice  Proof  1878  200 


530  1878  Proof-64.  (ICG)  Chiefly  brilliant  with  deep  golden  halos 

at  the  rims.  The  reverse  displays  a pale  sheen  of  warm  champagne. 
Sharp  and  attractive,  somewhat  cameo  in  appearance  though  such 
is  not  noted  on  the  holder. 


527  1875-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  with  a 

pale  sheen  of  champagne  toning  near  the  rims.  Some  flatness  of  strike 
IS  seen  on  the  reverse  eagle.  The  first  of  two  years  in  this  short-lived 
senes  to  see  coinage  from  the  Carson  City  Mint,  and  the  only  col- 
lectable issue  in  the  scries  from  that  mint — the  1876-CC  issue  is 
one  of  the  great  rarities  in  all  of  American  numismatics. 
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QUARTERS 

The  three  superb  early  quarter  dollars  that  begin  this  section  make 
bold  entrance — that  would  be  tough  to  follow!  The  1804  is  a great 
inerican  rarity  in  any  grade  (though  usually  seen  well  worn),  and 
hen  as  nice  as  this  piece  it  is  a coin  of  great  stature  indeed.  The  1815 
id  1831  coins  that  follow  it  arc  impressive  condition  rarities  bound 
>r  the  finest  of  cabinets.  Some  delightful  Seated  Liberty  quarters  are 
Lpped  with  high-grade  Proofs  from  1890  and  1891,  with  some  simi- 


larly nice  Proofs  seen  within  the  Barber  series.  Ikeally  lovely  examples 
of  the  1919-S  and  1929-L)  Standing  Liberty  quarters  may  quicken 
the  pulse  of  those  who  arc  bound  and  determined  to  assemble  sets  of 
that  popular  and  attractive  series  in  high  grade,  while  some  of  the 
more  commonly  encountered  dates  are  present  in  gem  quality  for 
type  collectors.  The  Washington  quarter  series  is  well-represented 
with  specimens  of  the  two  1932  mintmarked  keys  and  an  unusual 
and  rare  1964  SMS  specimen. 


Simply  Stunning  1804  Quarter  Dollar 
MS-63  (PCGS) 

A Great  American  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


531  1804  Browning-1.  Rarity-3+.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Beautiful  deep 

oUve-gray  surfaces  show  exquisite  blue  toning  blending  on  the  ob- 
verse, while  the  blue  toning  highlights  the  central  reverse  with  a 
shghtly  brighter  hue.  Exceptional  lustre  and  the  sort  of  dramatic 
eye  appeal  that  one  simply  doesn’t  associate  with  an  1804'quarter 
— it  would  be  crazy  to,  at  least,  since  the  vast  majority  of  known 
specimens  are  well  worn  and  seeing  even  an  EF  specimen  is  a cause 
for  joy.  The  strike,  while  not  full,  is  very  nice  for  the  is,sue,  with 
full  definition  on  the  eagle’s  feathers,  some  detail  at  star  centers 
(an  unusual  feat),  and  bold  peripheries.  Some  very  minor  parallel 
adjustment  marks  are  neatly  tucked  away  at  the  left  obverse  rim, 
becoming  visible  above  LI  of  LIBERTY,  with  only  the  little  batch 
above  04  on  the  drapery  serving  as  an  easy  identifier.  A world- 
class  calibre  example  of  this  noted  rarity,  equally  rare  as  a 1796 
quarter  in  most  grades  but  far  rarer  in  Mint  State!  There  are  only 
two  dates  among  early  quarters  that  are  not  priced  in  Mint  State  in 
the  Guide  Book,  the  1804  and  the  1823/2.  As  most  collectors  know. 


the  only  silver  denominations  struck  in  1804  are  dimes  and  quar- 
ters, both  significant  rarities  whose  fame  is  heightened  by  the  veri- 
similitude of  design  of  the  1804  dollars,  struck  much  later.  Spe- 
cialists who  have  “made  due”  with  a Fine  or  lower  1804  quarter 
will  understand  the  importance  of  this  offering,  and  the  fact  that 
the  chance  to  buy  a high-grade  1804  quarter  is  not  an  opportunity 
that  wiU  crop  up  again  soon.  This  is  the  finest  example  offered  in 
years,  the  first  PCGS  coin  in  this  quality  offered  publicly  in  more 
than  five  years  for  Set  Registry  participants,  and  one  of  the  stars  of 
the  present  sale.  Even  for  those  who  do  not  get  a chance  to  bid, 
just  seeing  this  coin  is  an  opportunity  that  should  be  taken! 

PCGS  Population:  2;  3 finer  (MS-64). 

From  Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  the  Rotlieuhcrger  Gollection,  Febru- 
ary 1994,  Lot  1242;  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  November  1998,  Lot 
99.  Plated  in  Newsu’cck  magazine,  August  3,  1992,  page  7.  Plated  on 
the  cover  of  Scott  Travers’  Tbe  Insider’s  Guide  to  U.S.  Coin  Values. 
1994.  The  Coinfacts.com  plate  coin. 
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The  Finest  Certified  1815  Quarter 
MS-67  (NGC) 

A Remarkable  Coin 


532  1815  B-1.  Rarity-1.  MS-67  (NGC).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  is 

present  in  abundance  on  both  sides,  with  delightful  autumnal  ton- 
ing richly  mingled  deep  gray,  amber,  gold,  and  dark  blue.  An  ex- 
traordinary specimen!  The  eye  appeal  is  superb  (as  one  would  ex- 
pect for  the  finest  certified  1815  quarter),  the  strike  is  bold,  and 
the  fields  are  free  of  even  minor  distractions.  Simply  a frosty  de- 
light that  becomes  even  more  beautiful  under  magnified  scrutiny, 
a quarter  that  would  add  a lot  to  any  collection  focusing  on  world- 
class  quality. 

NGC  Census:  I ; none  finer.  PCGS  has  certified  no  coin  finer  than  MS-66. 


{2x  photo) 


Incredible  Gem  1831  Quarter 
MS-66  (PCGS) 


533  1831  B-4.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Incredible  cartwheel  lus- 

tre that  would  be  more  at  home  on  a Morgan  dollar  than  an  early 
quarter  is  present  on  both  sides,  with  beautiful  blue-green  toning 
inside  the  rims  framing  medium  silver  gray  centers.  Some  violet  is 
present  on  the  reverse.  A frosty  and  exceptional  specimen,  tied  for 
finest  seen  by  either  service.  The  details  are  all  sharp  and  the  fields 
are  positively  pristine  — only  a tiny  horizontal  contact  point  above 
the  eagle’s  head  keeps  this  away  from  a higher  grade  to  our  mind. 
1831  quarters  are  sometimes  available  in  low  Mint  State  grades, 
but  are  incredibly  elusive  in  this  kind  ofMint  State  grade  and  boast- 
ing this  sort  of  dramatic  eye  appeal.  A prize  for  the  connoisseur, 
one  of  the  very  finest  1831  quarters  extant  today. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer.  This  piece  is  housed  in  an  older  “Green 
label”  PCGS  holder. 


534  1836  B-3.  Rarity-1.  MS-62  (ICG).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with 

frosty  surfaces  and  good  overall  visual  appeal.  Some  minor  hair- 
lines, noticed  under  a glass,  account  for  the  assigned  grade.  A pleas- 
ing example  of  the  type. 
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>35  1840-0  No  Drapery.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium  silver 

gray  with  strong  golden  toning  highlights.  Some  striking  weak- 
ness noted  at  the  top  of  the  obverse. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1853  Quarter 

Arrows  and  Rays 


(2x  photo) 


>36  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  A sharply  struck  and 

highly  lustrous  specimen  that  approaches  the  gem  category  in  many 
respects.  Always  popular  with  type  collectors  as  well  as  quarter  dol- 
lar speciahsts.  Worth  a premium  bid  commensurate  with  its  over- 
all appearance. 


>37  1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sultry  golden  lustre  on  satiny  champagne 

surfaces  with  a few  areas  of  deeper  toning  near  the  date  numerals. 
Nicely  struck. 


538  1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  A bright  and  lustrous  example  of  this 

popular  Carson  City  Mint  issue.  Struck  from  clashed  dies,  as  fre- 
quently seen  for  the  date. 

CC  mintniark  small  and  closely  spaced. 


539  1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  fully  brilliant.  The  ‘tear 

drop”  variety,  with  the  bottom  of  each  7 broadly  repunched,  re- 
sembling a tear  drop. 

CC  mintmark  large  and  widely  spaced. 


Satiny  Gem  Proof  1880  Quarter 

Reverse  of ’72 


540  1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Frosted  motifs  and  mirror  fields.  The 

obverse  is  satiny  rose-gold,  with  warmer  golden  highlights  and  neon 
blue  toward  the  rim.  The  reverse  is  satiny  slate  gray  with  silver 
undertones. 

Struck  from  the  reverse  die  used  first  in  1872  for  Proof  quarter  dollars;  a 
short  horizontal  die  line  at  the  left  edge  of  the  shield  just  below  the  horizontal 
shield  lines  is  the  noted  diagnostic  for  this  oft-used  reverse  die.  Indeed,  it  was 
used  intermittently  until  the  early  1880s. 


Gem  Proof  1883  Quarter 


541  1883  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  highlights  enhance  the 

frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields,  imparting  a lively  cameo  con- 
trast (which  is  not  noted  on  the  PCGS  holder),  especially  on  the 
reverse. 
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Gem  Proof  1884  Quarter 
Vividly  Toned 


542  1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A vividly  toned  gem  with  deep  mirror 
tields  and  Irosty  motifs.  Splashes  of  vivid  orange,  peach,  sea  green, 
electric  blue,  and  violet  form  an  enchanting  melange. 

543  1889  Proof-62  (NGC).  An  impressive  cameo  Proof  Pale  cham- 
pagne central  devices  give  way  to  deeper  gold  and  pale  rose  at  the 
rims.  Choice  for  the  grade. 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1890  Quarter 
Among  Finest  Certified 


544  1890  Proof-67  DCAM  (PCGS).  Broadly  reflective  mirror  fields 

form  an  impressive  backdrop  to  the  heavily  frosted  motifs  of  this 
startlingly  lovely  cameo  Proof  quarter  dollar.  Warm  blushes  of  rose 
and  champagne  heighten  the  coin’s  appeal  while  adding  a sense  of 
visual  serenity  to  the  otherwise  stark  cameo  contrast  of  the  fields 
and  devices.  A few  tiny,  natural  planchet  flaws  can  be  seen,  chief 
among  them  at  the  central  reverse  arrowhead.  Among  the  “top 
five”  examples  of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS,  which  gives  stron- 
ger insight  into  the  quality  and  desirability  of  the  present  piece 
than  our  carefully  chosen  words  might  convey. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-68  DCAM). 


Gem  Proof  1891  Quarter 


545  1891  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  A fully  brilhant  gem  Proof  of 

delightful  “black  and  white”  cameo  contrast,  especially  on  the  re- 
verse. The  frosty  devices  exhibit  a lightly  textured  appearance  un- 
der low  magnification.  One  of  600  Proofs  of  the  date  struck  dur- 
ing the  terminal  year  of  the  design  type,  and  always  popular  as  such. 
Only  one  Proof  example  of  the  date  has  been  certified  finer  by 
NGC  within  the  designation,  a great  barometer  as  to  the  overall 
quality  of  the  present  piece. 

NGC  Census:  5;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68). 

Gem  Mint  State  1892  Barber  250 

Type  II  Reverse 


546  1892  Type  II.  MS-66  (NGC).  A frosty  golden  gray  gem  from 

the  first  year  of  the  design  type,  a coin  with  steady  cartwheel  lustre 
and  a bold  strike.  A wealth  of  rich  lilac  and  blue  graces  the  ob- 
verse, while  the  reverse  displays  intense  neon  peach,  rose,  gold, 
blue,  and  sea  green  that  vies  heartily  for  supremacy  with  splashes 
of  silver  brilliance. 

On  the  1892  Type  II  reverse  as  offered  here,  the  eagle’s  dexter  wingtip  cov- 
ers all  but  the  outermost  upper  and  lower  serif  of  the  E in  UNITED;  on  the 
scarcer  Type  I reverse  (which  came  earlier  in  the  year),  all  three  of  the  rightmost 
serifs  of  the  E show  plainly. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1903  Quarter 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


47  1903  Proof-68  (NGC).  A startlingly  lovely  cameo  Proof  Barber 

quarter,  though  its  cameo  contrast  is  unannounced  on  the  NGC 
holder.  Frosty  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields  exhibit  warm 
champagne  and  gold  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  a colorful 
pastiche  of  electric  blue,  neon  rose,  and  pale  peach.  Sharp  and  ap- 
pealing, a visual  treat  in  all  regards.  One  of  755  Proofs  of  the  date 
struck.  Tied  for  finest  certified  by  NGC  within  the  assigned  des- 
ignation, and  highly  desirable  as  such. 

NGC  Census:  11;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

The  present  coin  exhibits  distinct  die  ejection  doubling  at  the  date,  a phenom- 
enon that  the  present  writer  has  nci'cr  before  witnessed  on  a Proof  coin,  though 
the  phenomenon  is  quite  common  on  circulation  strikes  (and  is  often  mistaken 
for  doubled  die  activity). 


Splendid  Cameo  Proof  1904  Quarter 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


548  1904  Proof-67  CAM  (PCGS).  An  impressive  and  deeply  toned 

gem  Proof  example  of  the  date.  A hint  of  original  brilliance  can  be 
seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait  on  the  obverse,  though  it  quickly 
gives  way  to  intense  shades  of  electric  blue,  rose,  violet,  and  sea 
green,  while  the  reverse  is  a rich  amalgam  of  sea  green  and  bright 
gold.  Truly  splendid  in  appearance  and  physical  quality,  which  no 
doubt  accounts  for  the  fact  that  it  is  the  only  example  of  the  date 
called  Proof-67  CAM  by  PCGS,  with  none  certified  finer  within 
the  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer  within  the  designation. 


549  1910-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A frosty  example  of  the  date,  a pleasing 

coin  with  pale  golden  hues  on  highly  lustrous  and  satiny  surfaces. 


Gem  Proof  1914  Quarter 


550  1914  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Intensely  deep  blue,  lilac,  and  indigo  on 

the  obverse,  with  bright  iridescent  rose  and  neon  blue  on  the  re- 
verse. From  a small  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of38()  coins,  by  fir 
the  lowest  Proof  mintage  in  the  entire  Barber  quarter  series. 
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Richly  Toned  Gem  1917-S  Type  I 250 


551  1917-S  Type  I.  MS-66  (NGC).  Superb  cartwheel  lustre  cascades 

broadly  across  the  vividly  toned  satiny  surfaces  of  this  impressive 
gem  quarter  dollar.  Rich  electric  blue  and  violet  dominate  the  color 
scheme,  while  a nuance  of  bright  gold  offers  an  attractive  counter- 
balance to  the  aforementioned  toning  highlights.  For  the  record, 
NGC  has  certified  just  one  example  of  the  date  at  a finer  grade 
within  the  designation,  a sure  indication  of  the  overall  quality  of 
the  present  coin! 

NGC  Census:  10;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67). 


552  1917-D  Type  11.  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre 

glides  easily  beneath  champagne  toning  highlights. 


553  1919  MS-66  FH  (NGC).  A high  degree  of  lustre  makes  an  im- 

pressive appearance  on  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  rich  golden  gem. 
Deep  electric  blue  and  bright  gold  are  in  the  majority  where  the 
toning  highlights  are  concerned,  though  a whisper  of  pale  hlac  is 
present  as  well.  A sharp  and  appealing  gem  by  any  standards. 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1919-S  250 


554  1919-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  amazing  cartwheel 

lustre  that  just  won’t  quit!  A satiny  gem  example  of  a scarce  and 
popular  branch  mint  quarter  dollar  issue.  While  a baker’s  dozen  of 
1919-S  quarters  have  been  graded  MS-66  by  NGC,  only  two  ex- 
amples of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  within  the  designation 
by  that  group,  a sure  indication  of  the  overall  quahty — and  eye 
appeal — of  the  present  coin! 

NGC  Census:  13;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  MS-67). 


555  1920  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny,  highly  lustrous  gem  with  a nuance 

of  rich  golden  toning  at  the  extreme  peripheries.  Sharply  struck 
and  oh-so-close  to  a “FH”  designation. 


Sharp  and  Choice  1920-D  250 


556  1920-D  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  specimen  with  a 

bold  strike  and  a hint  of  pale  champagne  toning.  The  overall  ap- 
peal is  such  that  “gem”  is  the  first  impression  given. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1920-D  250 

NGC  MS-64  FH 


557  1920-D  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  A sparkling  beauty  with  pale  golden 

iridescence  on  the  obverse  but  chiefly  brilliant  on  the  reverse.  The 
strike  is  sharp  (hence  the  FH  designation)  and  the  eye  appeal  is 
substantial  for  the  assigned  grade.  Choice  and  desirable  when  so 
fine! 

Lustrous  Gem  Uncirculated  1923  Quarter 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


558  1923  MS-67  (NGC).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  whirls  dervish-like 
on  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  lovely  gem.  A splash  of  rich  rose  is 
seen  on  the  obverse,  and  pale  sky  blue  toning  blends  succinctly  on 
both  sides.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  save  for  Liberty’s  head,  which 
comes  oh-so-close  to  being  called  “FH.”  No  examples  of  the  date 
have  been  graded  finer  by  NGC  within  the  designation.  Just  gor- 
geous! 

NGC  Census:  32;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

559  1923  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem.  Broadly  sweeping  underly- 
ing cartwheel  lustre  supports  speckled  rose,  carmine,  and  pale  vio- 
let iridescence.  Sharply  struck  and  close  to  Full  Head  quality. 

Lustrous  Gem  1923  Quarter 

Vividly  Toned 


560  1923  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  A high  degree  of  sparkling  lustre  ex- 

plodes beneath  splashes  of  rich  electric  blue,  rose,  gold,  and  pale 
violet  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing,  a coin 
with  plenty  of  “pizzazz”  and  no  shortage  of  visual  “punch.” 


Gem  Mint  State  1927  Quarter 


561  1927  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  a nuance 

of  pale  gold  on  the  obverse  and  rich  rose  and  neon  blue  at  the 
reverse  rim. 


562  1928  MS-66  FH  (NGC).  A glorious  gem  with  deep  red-gold 
toning  that  has  the  rich  appearance  of  the  sort  that  can  only  be 
accomplished  from  a decades-long  stay  in  an  old  Wayte  Raymond 
style  folder.  While  some  central  brilliance  is  noted,  chiefly  on  the 
reverse,  the  colorful  array  of  fiery  deep  red,  gold,  and  orange  (and 
to  a lesser  extent,  violet  and  bright  sea  green)  is  what  immediately 
draws  the  viewer’s  eye.  Fewer  than  10  examples  of  the  date  have 
been  called  MS-66  FH  by  NGC,  with  just  three  examples  graded 
finer  by  that  group  within  the  designation.  Simply  gorgeous,  es- 
pecially if  you  are  a fan  of  classic  coins  with  vibrant,  original  ton- 
ing highlights! 

NGC  Census:  9;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-68  FH  finest). 

563  1929  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  rich  golden  halos 
at  the  rims.  So  lovely — and  so  affordable! 
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Impressively  Lovely  Gem  1929-D  Quarter 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


564  1929-D  MS-67  (NGC).  A splendid  gem  with  incredible  eye  ap- 
peal. The  highly  lustrous  bright  champagne  surfaces  play  host  to  a 
whisper  of  rich  gold,  electric  blue,  and  pale  rose  iridescence  at  the 
nms.  The  present  gem  is  one  ofjust  two  examples  of  the  date  called 
MS-67  by  NGC,  with  no  1929-D  quarter  graded  finer  by  that 
firm  withiti  any  designation.  A truly  lovely  and  remarkable  gem  by 
any  and  all  accounts. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

565  1929-S  MS-64.  A frosty  and  lustrous  coin  with  just  a whisper  of 
pale  golden  toning.  A hint  of  faint  sky  blue  graces  the  high  points. 

From  David  Akers’  sale  of  the John Jay  Pittman  Collection,  May  1998, 
Lot  1435. 

566  1930  MS-64  FH.  A frosty,  sharply  struck  specimen  with  pale  cham- 
pagne highlights  that  fairly  leap  from  the  bright  surfaces. 

From  David  Akers’  sale  of  the John Jay  Pittman  Collection,  May  1998, 
Lot  1436. 


Choice  Mint  State  1932-D  Quarter 


567  1932-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A frosty  example  of  the  key  date  in  the 

Washington  quarter  series,  a date  that  has  enjoyed  such  status  al- 
most since  the  day  it  was  minted!  A whisper  of  pale  champagne  is 
tempered  by  the  overall  brilhance  of  this  attractive  Washington 
quarter.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  while  more  than  seven  score 
examples  of  this  elusive  date  have  been  called  MS-64  by  NGC, 
just  16  examples  have  been  graded  finer  by  that  group,  all  of  those 
at  the  MS-65  level.  With  this  in  mind,  the  present  choice  MS-64 
coin  must  surely  beckon  strongly  to  those  interested  in  fine  qual- 
ity rare-date  issues. 


568 


1932-D  MS-62  (NGC).  A lustrous  and  brilliant  example  of  the 
most  important  key  date  in  the  Washington  quarter  series.  A few 
faint,  stray  obverse  marks  account  for  the  grade;  the  reverse  is  con- 
siderably finer  than  the  assigned  grade  implies. 


569 


1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A satiny,  lustrous  example  of  one  of  the 
prominent  key  dates  in  the  entire  Washington  quarter  series.  Rich 
golden  highlights  adorn  both  rims.  Choice  for  the  grade. 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1964  SMS  25^ 


570  1964  SMS.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  perhaps  a whisper 

of  pale  gold  toward  the  rims.  Struck  from  highly  polished  dies  late 
in  1964  using  a style  that  was  in  transition  to  what  would  later  be- 
come Special  Mint  Sets.  A limited  number  of  these  were  struck  on 
silver  planchets,  and  this  small  group  of  pieces  all  have  highly  visible 
raised  die  lines  such  as  the  present  specimen.  Rare  and  exciting, 
especially  within  the  scope  of  the  Washington  quarter  series. 


571  1964-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lustrous  gem  from  the  final  year  of 

silver  Washington  quarter  coinage.  Pale  shades  of  gold,  sea  green 
and  sky  blue  enhance  both  sides  of  this  gem.  Tied  for  finest  certi- 
fied by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  none  finer. 


HALF  DOLLARS 

From  Flowing  Hair  to  Franklins,  The  Classics  Sale  sets  forth  a splen- 
id  array  of  the  half  dollar  denomination.  While  the  half  dollars  in 
lie  Haig  Koshkarian  Collection  set  the  bar  very  high  - from  the 
L'markable  Norweb  1797  half  dollar  to  the  beautifully  toned  Franklin 
alves  Dr.  Koshkarian  gathered  - the  other  consignors  also  brought 
s their  very  best.  Louis  Eliasberg’s  choice  Mint  State  1795  0-1 13a 
; a delightful  item,  surpassed  among  early  halves  in  this  section  by 
mly  a stellar  Mint  State  specimen  of  the  very  rare  1796  16  Stars  is- 
ue.  A coin  such  as  this  is  a great  opportunity  for  the  next  Haig 
Foshkarian  to  buy  a coin  that  will  ideally  outfit  a connoisseur’s  cabi- 
et,  only  to  be  sold  in  decades  hence  pedigreed  back  to  the  present 
:ile!  Many  nice  Bust  half  dollars  await  (our  favorites:  a pleasing  ex- 
inple  of  the  rare  1815,  and  a very  special  1809  with  an  unbeatable 
uman  connection).  The  1842  issue  is  rare  enough  in  Proof  that  all 
ut  a few  cabinets  lack  one,  though  the  Norwebs  did  not  - we  offer 
ne  specimen  once  owned  by  that  great  coin-collecting  family.  Some 
plendid  Proofs  of  the  Seated  Liberty  and  Barber  types  are  included, 
nd  our  selection  of  gem  quality  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars  from 
le  branch  mints  must  be  called  memorable,  perhaps  even  unforgettable 
1 the  specialists  in  that  series.  Two  important  Barber  halves  from 
ne  New  Orleans  Mint  will  tempt  those  fascinated  by  that  under  ap- 
leciated  series. 


Lustrous  AU  1795  Flowing  Hair  50^ 


(2x  photo) 


572  1795  Overton-llOa.  Rarity-4.  AU-53  (PCGS)  . Beautiful  cart- 

wheel lustre  is  present  on  both  surfaces,  which  show  splendid  sil- 
ver gray  coloration  highlighted  by  rich  golden  tones.  Abundant 
mint  brilliance  remains  in  the  protected  portions  of  the  reverse 
design.  A lovely  specimen  for  the  grade,  important  to  the  type 
collector  as  the  likely  date  candidate  for  the  Flowing  Hair  type. 
This  variety  shows  two  interesting  die  cracks  from  TY  of  LIB- 
ERTY in  an  arc  to  the  rim  below,  yet  a strong  strike  was  still  elic- 
ited from  the  cracked  dies  and  the  centers  of  both  sides  are  nicely 
detailed.  A few  little  nicks  are  all  that  keep  this  piece  from  a higher 
grade;  they  are  inconsequential  but  we  note  two  off  the  base  of 
Liberty’s  neck.  A highly  desirable  example  and  one  worthy  of  very 
strong  bidder  consideration. 
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Important  Mint  State  1795  Half  Dollar 
The  Eliasberg  Coin 
Finest  Known 


(2x  photo) 

573  1795  0-1 13a.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  The  finest  known  ex- 

ample of  this  variety.  Beautiful  briUiant  silver  gray,  fully  lustrous 
and  showing  impressive  cartwheel  on  both  sides.  Some  faint  cham- 
pagne toning  is  present.  An  exquisite  example  with  frosty  pristine 
surfaces  and  no  flaws  of  consequence.  The  central  obverse  shows 
some  striking  weakness  in  the  hair  above  Liberty’s  ear;  the  same 
portion  of  the  reverse  is  a bit  flat  and  includes  the  base  of  the  eagle’s 
breast  and  his  legs.  Quite  simply  one  of  the  nicest  1795  half  dollars 
we  have  seen,  though  this  example  has  the  additional  interest  of 
being  coined  from  one  of  the  more  interesting  die  pairs  of  the  date, 
including  a reverse  which  features  the  misspelled  STETES  under 


the  proper  STATES.  The  E is  plainly  visible  under  the  A.  Struck 
from  the  later  state  of  the  dies,  with  heavy  clashing  and  a die  break 
under  the  tip  of  the  bust.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the  marvelous 
Eliasberg  Collection  of  early  half  dollars,  a specimen  that  exceeds 
the  quality  of  the  Bebee  0-1 13a  (called  MS-60  in  1987,  now  cer- 
tified as  MS-63  by  NGC).  A specialist  in  early  halves  will  find  this 
example  to  be,  literally,  without  equals  among  others  of  this  vari- 
ety and  utterly  unimproveable. 

NGC  Census  for  all  varieties:  6;  4 finer  (MS-65).  PCGS  has  certified  only 
one  MS-64  and  two  MS-65  coins,  none  higher. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena  ’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collec- 
tion, Part  II,  April  1997,  Lot  1668. 


Pleasing  VF  1795  Half  Dollar 


574  1795  0-119.  Rarity-4.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium  gray 

with  some  overtones  of  champagne  on  the  obverse  and  deep  blue 
on  the  reverse.  A pleasing  coin  for  the  grade  with  only  a little  nick 
over  the  eagle’s  head  worth  noting.  Ideal  for  a type  set. 
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Incredible  Mint  State  1796  Half  Dollar 
A Classic  Rarity 
16  Stars 


575  1796  0-102.  Rarity-6.  16  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  A highlight  of 

the  current  sale,  one  of  the  most  important  early  half  dollars  ex- 
tant. The  1796  16  Stars  half  dollar  is  a legendary  American  rarity, 
a coin  that  is  rare  in  all  grades  (perhaps  only  two  dozen  are  known) 
but  is  especially  rare  in  superb  levels  of  preservation;  indeed,  ex- 
amples with  holes  are  more  common  than  examples  with  lustre! 
The  present  piece  has  more  than  its  share  of  lustre,  with  pleasing 
reflective  surfaces  showing  a range  of  violet  and  gold  over  brilliant 
silver  gray.  The  eye  appeal  is  superb,  with  superlative  technical 
quality  meeting  with  impeccable  toning  and  originality.  Some  re- 
verse adjustment  marks  are  present,  as  struck,  but  do  not  diminish 
the  extraordinary  appeal  of  this  coin,  with  a parallel  batch  crossing 
the  eagle’s  sinister  wing  diagonally  and  a less  prominent  batch  noted 
vertically.  The  strike  is  remarkable,  with  the  obverse  boldly  de- 
tailed down  to  the  intricacies  of  this  beautiful  design,  and  the  eagle’s 
wings  and  legs  show  fine  detail  as  well.  Few  1796  half  dollars  of 
either  variety  — of  which  the  16  Stars  variety  is  rarer  — could 
rival  this  one.  Indeed,  the  Norweb  and  Garrett  16  Stars  halves  of 
1796  were  both  well-worn,  remarkable  considering  the  long  du- 
ration and  significant  capital  behind  each  of  those  cabinets.  The 


Lelan  Rogers-Whitney  coin  is  a stunner,  as  one  would  guess  from 
the  $460,000  it  realized  in  1999!  That  coin  is  the  only  specimen  of 
the  variety  — or  the  date  — finer  than  this  one  to  sell  since  the 
present  piece  last  appeared  on  the  market  five  years  ago  in  1998. 
Much  could  be  said  (or  written)  about  the  desirability  of  this  vari- 
ety in  any  grade:  it  is  part  of  a very  rare  two-year  type  that  all  type 
collectors  seek  to  own,  it  is  the  rarer  of  the  two  varieties  from  this 
most  desirable  year,  and  this  variety  was  ostensibly  a commemora- 
tive for  the  addition  of  the  16th  state  to  the  union  (Tennesseejoined 
this  year).  It  is  instructive  that  the  Norwebs  had  a Mint  State  1796 
0-101  but  only  a Fine  1796  0-102.  We  are  pleased  to  offer  this 
specimen,  particularly  so  in  the  same  sale  as  Haig  Koshkarian’s 
1797  half  dollar  from  the  Norweb  sale.  We  can  envision  the  re- 
markable cabinet  that  would  own  both  of  these  beautiful  rarities! 

NGC  Census:  NGC  has  certified  four  1796  half  dollars  as  MS-64  with  no 
variety  given  (as  here),  with  two  16  Stars  examples  called  MS-65. 

Middle  die  state,  with  fine  crack  through  the  first  four  stars,  crack  from  nm 
through  O of  OF  to  leaf  tip  parallel  to  dexter  wing,  faint  crack  joins  tops  of 
AXES. 

From  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena’s  Rarities  sale,  Aui^ust  1998, 
Lot  181. 
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Toned  AU  1806  Half  Dollar 


576  1806  0-109.  Rarity-1.  Pointed  6,  Stemless.  AU-53  (NGC). 

Pleasing  dark  gray  centers  are  encircled  by  gold  and  sea  green  in- 
side the  rims,  with  strong  lustre  still  present  at  the  peripheries. 
Scattered  tiny  contact  marks  are  present  in  the  fields,  to  no  great 
effect  on  the  eye  appeal;  the  eagle’s  tail  and  breast  feathers  are  a bit 
flat  from  a conspiracy  of  strike  and  light  friction  befitting  the  grade. 
A pleasing  example  on  all  accounts. 


Toned  Mint  State  1806  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


577  1806  0-1 15a.  Rarity-2.  Pointed  6,  Stem.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Full  cartwheel  lustre  on  frosty  deep  gray  surfaces,  highlighted  by 
gold  and  subtle  blue-green  at  the  extreme  peripheries.  A most  at- 


tractive specimen,  lively  and  appealing  at  arm’s  length  or  under 
magnified  scrutiny.  No  significant  marks  are  present,  making  this 
a prime  choice  for  a nice  date  set  or  type  collection. 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1806  500 


(2x  photo) 


578  1806  0-119.  Rarity-3.  Pointed  6,  Stem.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Full 

cartwheel  lustre  adds  to  the  appeal  of  beautiful  toning  of  deep  gray 
with  concentric  circles  of  olive  and  gold.  The  obverse  strike  is 
impeccable,  with  even  Liberty’s  usually  weak  shoulder  nicely  ren- 
dered; the  eagle’s  sinister  wing  is  a little  flatly  struck  on  the  re- 
verse. An  impressive  specimen,  particularly  choice  for  the  grade,  a 
desirable  coin  on  all  accounts. 
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Boldly  Lustrous  1807  Half  Dollar 


579  1807  0-105.  Rarity-2.  Draped  Bust.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant 

silver  gray  with  faint  champagne  toning  and  extraordinary  lustre 
tor  the  assigned  grade,  particularly  so  on  the  reverse.  Somewhat 
flatly  struck  at  central  obverse,  a characteristic  common  to  many 
halt  doUars  of  this  issue,  but  nicely  detailed  in  most  areas  and  very 
pleasant  to  behold.  A thin  scratch  is  noted  through  star  5 toward 
central  obverse,  minor  hairlines  are  visible.  A desirable  specimen 
at  this  level. 


580  1808  O-106a.  Rarity  2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with 

thorough  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  A very  pleasing  coin,  with 
the  look  of  a piece  in  a finer  grade  and  little  to  hold  it  back  but  for 
a very  thin  scratch  under  the  date.  A most  acceptable  specimen  on 
all  accounts. 


581  1809  0-102.  Rarity-1.  XXX  Edge.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant 

silver  gray  with  a hint  of  gold  inside  the  rims  and  strong  lustre  for 
the  grade.  An  attractive  specimen. 


Exceptional  1809  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


582  1809  0-106.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (NGC).  An  exceptional  looking 

coin  at  this  grade  level.  Stark  cartwheel  lustre  rolls  boldly  over  bril- 
liant silver  gray  surfaces,  as  bright  and  appealing  as  many  gems. 
Boldly  struck  and  very  enjoyable  to  examine.  The  only  thing  we 
can  see  after  careful  study  that  could  keep  this  coin  from  full  gem 
status  are  a few  little  contact  marks  on  Liberty’s  bosom,  marks  of 
such  minor  severity  that  most  would  be  apt  to  overlook  them  en- 
tirely. A very  desirable  item,  a coin  any  type  collector  would  be 
thrilled  to  showcase  as  their  one  and  only  Bust  half  dollar. 


583  1809  O-109a.  Rarity-2.  Ill  Edge.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  sil- 

ver gray  with  abundant  cartwheel  lustre,  especially  on  the  reverse. 
A hint  of  champagne  toning  is  present,  some  minor  roughness  at 
central  obverse,  excellent  detail  throughout.  A sharp  and  attrac- 
tive specimen. 
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Attractive  EF  1809  Half  Dollar 
Overton- 114a,  Rarity-5 
Family  Pedigree  Dates  to  1850 


(2x  photo) 


584  1809  0-114a.  Rarity-5.  EF-45,  or  perhaps  slightly  finer  to  some 

eyes.  Warm  golden  gray  with  strong  golden  highlights  and  brisk 
underlying  lustre.  Devoid  of  all  but  a few  trivial  hairlines,  and  de- 
cidedly free  of  any  marks  that  disturb  the  surfaces.  Late  reverse  die 
state  with  bisecting  arc  die  crack  from  rim  to  rim  across  the  central 
devices  (7:00  to  11:00).  A remarkable  coin,  one  that  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  the  same  family  since  1850  when  this  particular  coin 


was  earned  by  an  enterprising  young  man,  just  seven  years  old, 
who  picked  wild  berries  all  summer  long  to  earn  this  lordly  sum 
(see  accompanying  pedigree  notes  below).  Very  choice  overall,  and 
no  doubt  a Condition  Census  example  of  this  rare  variety.  For  com- 
parison, the  present  coin  is  a finer  and  sharper  specimen  of  the 
variety  than  the  example  offered  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal- 
leries sale  of  the  Russell  Logan  Collection  (November  2002,  Lot 
2239),  that  specimen  called  “probably  fifth  or  sixth  finest  known” 
of  the  variety.  The  present  coin  may  be  tied  for  finest  known — the 
Logan  cataloguing  effort  notes  “two  EF-45  examples  are  listed  in 
the JRCS  Census  while  Parsley  lists  four  similar  coins.”  Indeed,  it 
is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  1809  0-1 14a  to  ever  come 
to  public  auction.  While  we  can’t  speak  for  the  other  known  EF- 
45  coins,  we  can  assuredly  say  the  present  coin  is  choice  for  the 
grade  and  thoroughly  appealing  by  any  standards.  What  a grand 
opportunity  this  is — a chance  to  gather  a choice  example  of  a rare 
coin  into  your  collection  that  can  be  pedigreed  to  an  event  in  the 
life  of  a young  man  in  the  summer  of  1850! 

The  present  example  of  1809  Overton-1 14a  is  accompanied  by  an  old- 
style  manila  paper  envelope  upon  which  the following  is  written  in  ink  in  fine 
Spencerian  script:  “Please  keep  this  j in  McConkey  family.  / ‘First  money 
etvr/ earned.  [“By  Henry  D.  McConkey"  is  added  in  a different  color  ink 
between  lines  three  and  four]  I picked  / berries  all  summer  / long,  1850,  was 
/ 7 years  old.  / Full  pay  .50[  / Picked  strawberries,  / Blackberries  and  / 
Currants.  ’ / Henry  D.  McConkey.  ” Added  later  in  pencil  at  the  top  is  the 
line  “50[  coin  1809  to  Jack,”  with  “1843-1926=  83  yrs.”  added  below 
Henry  McConkey ’s  signature,  while  pencil  additions  at  the  bottom  read  “Son 
Irving  McConkey  = 1876-”  and  “Son  if  John  I.  McConkey  = 1919-" 
(“Son  of  ’ probably  infers  that  John  I.  is  the  son  of  Irving). 


Lustrous  1814/3  500 


585  1814/3  O-lOla.  Rarity-2.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Even  champagne 

toning  highlights  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Far  finer  and  more  vi- 
sually appeahng  than  the  conservative  assigned  grade  suggests,  with 
only  careful  study  ascertaining  the  presence  of  some  horizontal 
“slide  marks”  at  central  obverse,  perhaps  from  inclusion  in  an  old- 
style  display  album.  A very  attractive  specimen  at  this  grade  level. 
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Toned  Gem  1814  500 


(2x  photo) 


586  1814  0-103.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lovely  pewter  gray  sur- 

faces  show  impeccable  lustre  on  both  sides.  An  exciting  and  satiny 
coin  with  pristine  surfaces  and  remarkable  overall  quality.  Heavy 
multiple  die  clashes  are  plain  on  both  sides,  adding  interest  at  the 
microscopic  level.  NGC  has  certified  only  10  examples  of  the  date 
finer,  and  we  dare  say  the  next  owner  of  this  coin  will  never  show 
much  interest  in  finding  an  upgrade. 


Popular  1815/2  500  Rarity 

Low-Mintage  Key  Date 


587  1815/2  0-101.  Rarity-2.  EF-40  (ANACS).  A pleasing  speci- 

men for  the  assigned  grade,  with  even  silver  gray  surfaces  and  no 
major  flaws.  This  piece  was  never  abused  during  its  stay  in  circu- 
lation, with  only  minor  contact  points  and  some  light  hairlines  to 
show  for  it.  1815  is  something  of  a mystical  date,  with  only  quar- 
ters, half  dollars,  and  half  eagles  under  production  that  year.  The 
half  dollars  of  that  date  are  the  rarest  date  of  the  series,  elusive  in 
any  grade,  and  the  half  eagles  are,  of  course,  one  of  the  great  Ameri- 
can rarities.  Every  collector  of  early  halves  needs  a specimen,  and 
most  would  be  elated  to  fine  a pleasing  circulated  example  like 
this  one. 


588  1817/3  O-lOla.  Rarity-2.  AU-50  (NGC).  Deep  gray  surfaces 

show  silver  gray  and  tan  highlights  with  iridescent  undertones.  A 
very  nice  coin  with  much  lustre  remaining  and  excellent  overall 
visual  appeal.  The  overdate  characteristics  are  bold  and  no  signifi- 
cant flaws  require  note,  though  a tiny  toning  spot  over  the  eagle’s 
head  is  mentioned  for  identification.  A desirable  example. 


589  1820/19  O-lOla.  Rarity-3.  Overdate,  Square  2.  AU-58 
(NGC).  A beautiful  coin  with  full  cartwheel  lustre  over  rich  gray- 
toned  surfaces  that  exhibit  bountiful  golden  highhghts.  Frosty  and 
full  of  appeal,  a choice  AU  that  is  a little  bit  of  friction  away  from 
choice  Mint  State.  Simply  lovely. 

590  1824  0-115.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Beautiful  peripheral  ton- 
ing is  enough  to  make  many  swoon,  and  this  piece  shows  lively 
concentric  circles  of  rose,  sea  green,  blue,  and  deep  amber.  Highly 
lustrous  with  attractive  brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces.  Far  more  at- 
tractive (and  far  more  desirable)  than  many  specimens  we  have  seen 
in  MS-63  or  higher  holders,  a coin  to  chase  with  abandon. 
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591  1827  0-117.  Rarity-3.  Square  Base  2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny 

lustre  is  intense  and  beautiful  on  pewter  and  silver  gray  surfaces. 
An  exceptionally  appealing  coin,  free  of  obtrusive  marks  and  far 
more  choice  than  the  grade  might  indicate.  A piece  that  will  sell 
for  strong  money  based  upon  its  excellent  visual  appeal. 


Beautiful  Gem  1830  Half  Dollar 


592  1830  0-110.  Rarity-3.  Small  0.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  sil- 

ver gray  surfaces  show  rich  arcs  of  bright  toning  at  the  base  of  the 
obverse,  in  shades  of  blue  and  violet  merging  to  pale  orange  over 
the  brilliant  portions.  The  reverse  is  more  thoroughly  toned  in 
many  of  the  same  beautiful  blue  and  purple  shades.  The  eye  appeal 
is  outstanding  and  the  lustre  is  what  you  would  expect  from  a gem. 
An  impressive  and  very  beautiful  specimen,  a strong  contender  for 
Condition  Census  for  the  variety. 


Proof  like  1830  Half  Dollar 


593  1830  0-123.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  silver  gray 

surfaces  show  indubitably  strong  mirrors  on  both  sides,  with  nice 
cartwheel  lustre  also  present.  A fascinating  coin  to  examine,  nicely 
struck  and  occasionally  blinding  under  a strong  light!  Some  light 
hairlines  are  present,  though  the  same  amount  on  a non-prooflike 
coin  would  scarcely  be  noticed.  A technically  interesting  speci- 
men, struck  from  a late  state  of  the  dies  and  showing  a faint  die 
crack  at  stars  3 through  6 but  struck  from  dies  that  had  been  care- 
fully polished  — perhaps  to  eliminate  signs  of  a clash  or  some  such. 
A neat  example  for  the  half  dollar  specialist. 


Lustrous  Gem  Mint  State  1831  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


594  1831  0-109.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  and 

satiny  gem  Mint  State  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  with  glowing  pale 
champagne  highlights.  Boldly  struck  in  all  places  save  for  some  of 
the  obverse  stars.  Called  “Rarity-1”  overall,  but  certainly  much 
scarcer  when  found  at  MS-65.  A definite  gem  that  will  withstand 
even  the  most  careful  scrutiny  from  interested  bidders! 
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Lustrous  Mint  State  1832  500 


595  1832  0-118.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  cartwheel  lustre 
is  plentiful  on  both  sides,  with  deep  silver  gray  surfaces  and  golden 
toning  highlights.  A pleasing  and  original  coin  with  the  sort  of  eye 
appeal  that  makes  dedicated  collectors  covetous. 

596  Pair  of  NGC-certified  half  dollars:  ☆ 1833  0-102.  Rarity-1. 
MS-61.  Attractive  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1877-CC  EF-40.  Deep 
rich  silver  gray.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


597  1834  0-111.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  (NGC).  Golden  highlights  grace 

silver  gray  surfaces  over  satiny  cartwheel  lustre.  A thoroughly  pleas- 
ing coin  with  rich  natural  appeal. 


598  1836  0-110.  Rarity-1.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (NGC).  A pleas- 

ing and  original  coin,  with  gray  centers  yielding  to  gold  and  pale 
ohve  peripheries.  The  central  reverse  is  a bit  lighter  in  color  than 
the  central  obverse.  Strong  lustre  and  generous  eye  appeal — in 
short,  a very  nice  coin. 


Inspiring  Gem  1837  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

599  1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-66  (NGC).  Remarkably  frosty  bril- 

liant silver  surfaces  show  blazing  cartwheel  lustre,  leaving  us  to 
imagine  that  this  coin  must  have  looked  nearly  like  this  the  day  it 
dropped  from  the  dies.  The  rims  show  just  a whisper  of  golden 
toning.  A stunning  coin,  pristine  and  exceptionally  bold  at  cen- 
ters, though  the  obverse  rim  below  3:00  is  a bit  soft.  A glass  is 
required  to  find  the  minuscule  contact  points  that  keep  this  piece 
from  a higher  grade. 

NGC  Census:  12;  3 finer  (MS-67). 
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Important  Proof  1842  500  Rarity 

One  of  Six  Thought  to  Exist 


photo) 


600  1842  Small  Date.  Proof-65  (NGC).  An  exceptional  specimen 

of  this  great  rarity,  one  of  only  four  noted  by  Breen  in  his  exten- 
sive studies  of  Proof  coins.  Brilliant  and  reflective  silver  gray  sur- 
faces show  exceptionally  attractive  golden  champagne  tones,  tend- 
ing toward  amber  at  the  rims,  with  the  reverse  showing  deeper 
gray  toning.  A thoroughly  pleasing  coin,  looking  today  exactly 
as  it  did  when  included  in  the  remarkable  Norweb  cabinet.  A 
tiny  nick  near  Liberty’s  drapery  below  the  elbow  positively  iden- 
tifies it  as  that  piece.  Only  six  specimens  are  now  thought  to 
exist,  with  Breen  unaware  of  the  examples  in  the  Pittman  Col- 
lection and  the  lower  quality  piece  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection, 
graded  Proof-62  at  the  time  of  the  Eliasberg  sale.  Of  the  others 
known  to  Breen,  two  are  impounded  (in  the  Smithsonian  and 
ANS),  and  the  other  was  the  Boyd  coin,  which  last  appeared  at 


auction  in  1992  graded  Proof-63.  The  present  piece  is  probably 
the  second  finest  known,  exceeded  by  only  the  Pittman  coin. 
The  Proofs  of  1842  were  issued  in  presentation  sets  (Pittman 
owned  a complete  1843  set,  which  was  similar),  but  no  complete 
sets  of  this  year  exist.  Indeed,  Proof  half  dollars  of  1842  are  rari- 
ties found  only  in  very  advanced  cabinets.  The  provenance  of 
this  to  the  Norweb  collection  is  all  the  confirmation  most  would 
need  of  its  quality,  but  should  further  encouragement  be  needed, 
we  are  certain  that  potential  bidders  will  find  it  enchanting  and 
worthy  of  strong  support. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-66).  The  NGC  Census  seems  bloated  by 
resubmissions.  PCGS  has  not  certified  any  Proof  1842  half  dollars. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena ’s  sale  of  the  Nomvb  Collection,  November 
1988,  Lot  3131.  Purchased  by  Albert  Fairchild  ILolden  around  1908. 


Uncirculated  1842-0  Medium  Date  500 


601  1842-0  Medium  Date.  MS-62  (NGC).  Satiny  and  highly  lus- 

trous iridescent  gray  surfaces  display  warm  gold  and  faint  orange 
toning  highlights.  Sharply  struck  in  all  places.  Among  the  10  fin- 
est examples  of  the  date  and  variety  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  4;  6 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


Choice  Uncirculated  1843  Half  Dollar 


602  1843  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  specimen  with  rich  heather  high- 

lights at  the  obverse  rim,  and  with  pale  champagne  highlights  evenly 
across  the  reverse.  A pleasing  coin  overall,  with  perhaps  a touch  ot 
striking  weakness  at  the  eagle’s  dexter  talons  on  the  reverse.  A 
series  of  faint  obverse  die  cracks  are  noted  at  the  date  and  through 
several  stars,  while  similar  peripheral  cracks  connect  portions  of 
the  reverse  legend.  Just  one  example  of  the  date  has  been  certified 
finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1 finer  (MS-65). 
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Choice  Mint  State  1853  Half  Dollar 

Arrows  and  Rays  Type 


Choice  Uncirculated  1855  Arrows  50^ 


605  (1879)  1861  Confederate  States  of  America  half  dollar  re- 

strike by  Scott.  MS-63  (ICG).  12.07  grams.  Lively  cartwheel 
lustre  on  silver  gray  surfaces,  with  pleasing  iridescent  toning  on 
the  CSA  side  and  deep  olive-gray  on  the  federal  obverse.  Nicely 
struck  with  only  minor  peripheral  weakness  near  11:00,  a bold 
and  appealing  specimen  of  this  popular  issue.  500  pieces  were  struck 
by  J.W.  Scott  in  1879  following  his  acquisition  of  the  original  die, 
said  to  have  been  given  to  the  Louisiana  Historical  Society  but 
since  unlocated.  Few  specimens  of  this  popular  issue  boast  this 
sort  of  lustre  and  nice  eye  appeal,  making  this  example  an  ideal 
addition  to  any  well-formed  cabinet. 


(2x  photo) 


603  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sweeping  cartwheel 

lustre  radiates  beneath  muted  shades  of  gold  and  pale  sienna.  A 
frosty  example  of  one  of  the  most  famous  design  types  in  U.S. 
coins — what  collector  hasn  ’t  heard  of  the  unique  arrows  and  rays 
coinage  of  1853?  This  design  type  saw  production  only  in  1853  on 
quarters  and  half  dollars.  By  1854,  the  rays  had  disappeared  from 
the  reverse  design,  though  the  arrows  remained  on  both  denomi- 
nations through  the  end  of  1855.  An  attractive  coin  in  a solid  col- 
lector grade! 


604  1855  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  lilac-gray  centers  give 

way  to  rich  neon  blue  at  the  rims.  Pale  golden  highlights  enhance 
the  recessed  areas  of  the  design.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with 
just  a touch  of  weakness  in  a few  obverse  stars.  A baker’s  dozen 
examples  of  the  date  called  MS-64  by  PCGS,  with  just  a half  dozen 
certified  finer  by  that  firm. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  6 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Rare  CSA  Scott  Restrike  500 
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Gem  Proof  1862  Half  Dollar 


{2x  photo) 


606  1862  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Bursts  of  bright  yellow,  deep  neon  blue, 

and  peach  adorn  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  deep  and  sultry 
olive-gold  with  rich  blue  and  rose  iridescence  towards  the  rims. 
Sharply  struck.  One  of  550  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  though  a 
goodly  proportion  of  that  mintage  figure  was  melted  in  1863  as 
unsold.  Among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  to  be  found  in  a 
PCGS  holder;  just  two  examples  have  been  certified  finer  by  that 
group  in  any  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  2 finer  in  any  designation  (Proof-67  finest). 


Superlative  Gem  Proof  1865  500 


(2x  photo) 

607  1865  Proof-68  (NGC).  A stunning  specimen  with  deep  olive- 

gray  toning  yielding  to  blue,  sea  green,  and  rose  tones  at  central 
reverse  and  in  a circular  patch  of  the  left  obverse,  probably  the  area 
where  a quarter  from  an  1865  Proof  set  once  sat  atop  it!  As  beauti- 
ful as  one  could  ever  hope  for,  with  pristine  fields  and  finely  de- 
tailed devices  on  both  sides.  A few  microscopic  inherent  planchet 
chips  are  present  in  the  left  obverse  field.  A wondrous  example, 
exceeded  by  only  one  coin  of  the  entire  type  among  Proofs  graded  by 
NGC.  A prize  for  a connoisseur’s  cabinet. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer.  Only  one  Proof  of  this  entire  type  has  been 
certified  finer. 
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Gem  Proof  1870  Half  Dollar 


>08  1870  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  frosted  golden  gray  motifs  and 

golden  gray  mirror  fields  present  halos  of  iridescent  blue,  gold, 
and  rose  on  the  obverse,  with  even  lilac-gray  iridescence  on  the 
reverse.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  1,000  pieces.  We 
note  here  that  just  15  examples  of  the  date  have  been  called  Proof- 
65  or  finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  tl;  4 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

Popular  1872-CC  Half  Dollar 


>09  1872-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Medium  golden  gray  with  strong  lus- 

tre in  the  recessed  areas.  A popular  and  scarce  issue,  certainly  more 
rare  than  its  mintage  of  257,000  pieces  suggests.  Indeed,  Breen’s 
Encyclopedia  notes  “many  melted  after  April  1873.”  Just  eight  ex- 
amples of  this  scarce  and  popular  issue  have  been  graded  finer  than 
the  present  specimen,  none  of  those  above  MS-63. 

NGC  Census:  3;  8 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

Choice  Mint  State  1872-S  500 


>10  1872-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  sparkles  boldly 

beneath  pale  speckled  silver  gray  iridescence.  A sharp  and  attrac- 
tive example  of  the  date,  one  ofjust  eight  called  MS-63  or  finer  by 
PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Important  1873  Half  Dollar  Rarity 

No  Arrows,  Open  3 


611  1873  Open  3,  No  Arrows.  G-6  (PCGS).  Medium  to  deep 

golden  gray  with  some  lilac  highlights.  Well  circulated,  free  of  all 
but  some  faint,  trivial  marks.  A greatly  prized  rarity  in  the  series  of 
which  far  fewer  then  100  specimens  are  known  in  all  grades.  Do 
not  let  the  grade  fool  you  on  the  present  specimen,  as  the  demand 
for  it  will  be  as  certain,  strong,  and  undeniable  as  though  it  were  a 
choice  Mint  State  specimen  of  the  variety.  For  the  record,  just  eight 
examples  of  this  rarity  have  been  certified  in  the  VG  to  VF  grade 
by  PCGS,  with  just  four  examples  certified  finer.  One  of  those  is 
called  EF-40,  another  AU-50,  a third  called  AU-55,  and  the  final 
of  the  four  finer  specimens  caOed  MS-63  (the  sole  Mint  State  speci- 
men certified  by  PCGS).  Those  “in  the  know”  are  already  plan- 
ning their  bidding  strategy  for  this  lot. 

Choice  Proof  1874  Arrows  500 


612  1874  Arrows.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deep  sea  green,  gold,  and  lilac 

highlights  on  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields.  One  of 
750  Proofs  of  the  date  struck. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1877  Half  Dollar 

Richly  Toned 


613  1877  MS-66  (NGC).  A vividly  toned  gem  with  intense  lustre  that 

spins  broadly  across  the  satiny  surfaces.  A touch  of  silver  bright- 
ness at  the  centers  gives  way  to  sweeping  blue,  sea  green,  and  gold 
in  the  fields  and  at  the  rims.  A modicum  of  striking  weakness  is 
seen  at  certain  design  features,  as  virtually  always  seen  for  the  date, 
though  the  weakness  is  minimal  and  the  motifs  are  generally  well 
represented.  Only  a half  dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
certified  finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  8;  6 finer  (all  MS-67). 
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Gem  Proof  1880  Half  Dollar 


614  1880  Proof-65  (NGC).  Smoky  slate  gray  iridescence  on  lightly 

frosted  motifs  and  richly  mirrored  fields.  Splashes  ofiridescent  gold 
enhance  the  reverse  eagle  motif. 


Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1881  Half  Dollar 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

615  1881  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre 

that  richly  enhances  the  lilac,  royal  blue,  and  sea  green  toning  on 
the  surfaces  of  this  extraordinary  gem.  No  circulation  strike  ex- 
amples of  this  date  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC.  Sharply 
struck  in  all  areas  of  the  design,  with  the  overall  appeal  enhanced 
accordingly. 

.NC»C  Census:  3;  none  finer. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1884  Half  Dollar 


616  1884  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  and  largely  brilliant  specimen  with  a 

nuance  of  pale  champagne  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck  with  all  de- 
sign elements  crisp  and  clear.  One  ofjust  4,400  circulation  strikes  of 
the  date  produced — the  U.S.  mints  were  busy  with  Morgan  dollars 
in  1884,  as  one  glance  at  the  mintage  figures  for  silver  dollars  of  the 
date  indicates.  A nice  oppormnity  for  the  right  collector. 

Nearly  $28.2  million  face  value  in  circulation  strike  Morgan  dollars  were 
produced  at  the  four  active  mints  (Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  San  Francisco, 
and  Carson  City)  in  1884,  while  the  circulation  strike  half  dollar  output  for  the 
date  was  a mere  $2,200  face  value — $2,637.50  all  told  if  you  count  the  Proofs, 
and  all  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint! 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES’ 

AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


June  24-26,  2004 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Official  Auctioneers  of  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Exposition 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

July  23, 2004 

New  York  City 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

August  15-16,  2004 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

November  29-30,  2004 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

January  10-11, 2005  . 

Florida 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

For  information  on  consigning  your  coins  to  one  of 
our  upcoming  auctions,  contact  Dr.  Rick  Bagg 
or  John  Pack  toU-free  ^t  (|66-81 1-1804. 
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Gem  Proof  1886  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


517  1886  Proof-67  (NGC).  A splendid  gem,  sharp  and  appealing  in 
all  respects.  The  fields  are  mirrorlike  and  the  devices  lightly  frosted, 
and  both  sides  exhibit  pale  golden  centers  that  spread  outward  to 
iridescent  lilac  and  electric  blue  at  the  rims.  One  of  fewer  than  10 
examples  of  the  date  called  Proof-67  or  finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  8;  1 finer  in  any  designation  (Proof-68). 

From  the  Collection  of  Phil  Kaufman 

518  Sextette  of  NGC-certifled  half  dollars:  ☆ 1892  AU-55.  Golden 
gray  with  iridescent  blue  at  the  rims  ☆ 1892-0  AU-58.  Lustrous 
silver  gray  centers  with  gunmetal-blue  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1892- 
S AU-55.  Rich  lilac-gray  ☆ 1893  AU-58.  Satiny  lustre  with  just  a 
whisper  of  gold  ☆ 1893-0  AU-55.  Rich  silver  gray  with  a splash 
of  rose-gray  on  the  obverse  ☆ 1893-S  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  rich 
golden  toning  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


1 .V) 


619  1892-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray.  A tiny  toning  spot 

is  noted  at  Miss  Liberty’s  jawline.  A popular  branch  mint  issue 
from  the  first  year  of  the  design  type. 


Frosty  Gem  Mint  State  1894  Barber  50^1 


620  1894  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty  beauty,  sharply  struck  and  aes- 

thetically appealing,  a coin  that  could  cause  even  the  most  finicky 
Barber  half  dollar  specialist  to  sit  up  and  take  notice.  A sweeping 
arm  of  bold  cartwheel  lustre  entices  the  viewer  to  take  a closer 
look,  but  beware — once  you  take  that  deeper  look  you’ll  probably 
be  hooked!  Fewer  than  10  examples  of  the  date  have  been  called 
MS-66  or  finer  by  PCGS,  with  the  present  piece  proudly  num- 
bered among  that  small  group.  Definitely  what  a gem  Mint  State 
Barber  half  dollar  should  look  like,  at  least  in  this  writer’s  opinion. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1 finer  (MS-68). 


621 


622 


Sextette  of  half  dollars:  ☆ 1894  AU-5()  (NGC).  Medium  silver 
gray  surfaces  ☆ 1894-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  splashes 
of  golden  gray  1894-S  AU-5()  (NGC),  Rich  silver  gray  with 
rose  highlights  ☆ 1895  AU-53  (NGC)  Lustrous  ☆ 1895-0  AU- 
58  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1895-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lus- 
trous with  splashes  of  brownish  gray  and  blue  at  the  peripheries. 
(Total:  6 pieces) 


1895  Proof-64  (NGC).  Satiny  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  display 
even  lilac-gray  iridescence.  One  of  880  Proofs  of  the  date  struck. 


623  Sextette  of  certified  half  dollars:  ☆ 1896  AU-58  (NGC).  Pale 
lilac-gray  surfaces  ☆ 1896-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gun- 
metal-blue and  golden  orange  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1896-S  VF-25 
(ANACS).  Silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1897  AU-58  (PCGS).  Silver  gray 
surfaces  with  a hint  of  rose  ☆ 1897-0  VF-20  (PCGS).  Rich  lilac- 
gray  ☆ 1897-S  VF-35  (NGC).  Golden  gray.  (Total:  6 pieces) 
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624  Quartette  of  certified  Barber  half  dollars:  ☆ 1898-S  EF-40 
yNllC'i.  kich  Sliver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1899  AU-58  (NGC).  Lus- 
trous ir  189y-t)  EF-4()  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  reddish  gold  and 
iridescent  blue  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1899-S  EF-4()  (PCGS).  Silver 
gray.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

625  Quartette  of  certified  half  dollars:  ☆ 1900  AU-58  (NGC).  Rose- 
gray  with  splashes  of  rich  bluish  gray  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1900-0 
EF-40  (NGC).  Silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1900-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sil- 
ver gray  with  a hint  of  gold  ☆ 1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Intermingled 
iridescent  sea  green  and  rose  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

626  Group  of  half  dollars:  ☆ 1902  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  rose- 
gold  surfaces  ☆ 1902-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Soft  silver  gray  with  hints 
ofgold  ☆ 1902-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  pale  mottled  red- 
dish toning  ☆ 1903  AU-58  (ANACS).  Rich  rose-gray  ☆ 1903-0 
AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  rich  silver  gray  at  the  devices  ☆ 

1903- S  EF-40  (NGC).  Golden  gray  and  rose  toning  with  rich  steel 
blue  at  the  rims.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

627  Group  of  half  dollars:  ☆ 1904  AU-53  (ANACS).  Golden  gray 
☆ 1904-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Silver  gray  with  hints  of  golden  rose  ☆ 

1904- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Soft  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1905  AU-55 
(ANACS).  Rich  sea  green  toning  with  rose-gray  centers  ☆ 1905- 
O VF-35  (PCGS).  Pale  lilac-gray  surfaces  ☆ 1905-S  EF-45 
(PCGS).  Silver  gray.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

Fascinating  1904-0  Barber  500 
MS-62  Specimen  (NGC) 


628  1904-0  MS-62  Specimen  (NGC).  Pale  golden  gray  with  strong 
underlying  lustre  and  a nuance  ofchampagne  iridescence.  The  fields 
are  refiective  and  the  motifs  are  slightly  grainy  or  satiny  in  texture, 
importuning  a prooflike  aura  to  the  coin.  Called  “Specimen”  by 
NGC  — the  strike  seems  to  be  rv'pical  for  circulation  strikes  of  the 
issue,  but  the  fields  do  show  a distinctive  reflectivity  on  both  sides. 
Breen  described  several  dates  of  “Specimens”  or  branch  mint  Proofs 
among  the  New  Orleans  half  dollars  of  this  period,  including  1894- 
O,  1895-0,  1898-0,  and  1900-0.  The  Pittman  sale  included  a 
1904-0  that  was  described  as  “gem  prooflike,”  though  David  Akers 
did  note  that  the  Pittman  specimen  had  much  in  common  with  the 
other  so-called  “branch  mint  Proofs”  he  had  seen.  While  it  is  un- 
clear the  intent  in  the  mmter’s  mind  when  this  coin  was  struck  — 
whether  special  presentation  or  simply  a strike  from  a finely  pol- 
ished die  — this  piece  is  undoubtedly  rare  as  graded,  and  is  an  in- 
triguing com  that  will  see  spirited  bidding  activity. 

NCiC  Census:  I ; no  other  “Specimen"  certified  in  any  grade. 

629  Group  of  certified  half  dollars:  ☆ 1906  EF-40  (ANACS).  At- 
tractive silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1906-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
golden  gray  ☆ 1906-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  just  a whis- 
[X'r  of  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries  1907  AU-50  (NGC). 


Lustrous  golden  gray  ☆ 1907-1)  AU-53  (NGC).  Silver  gray  sur- 
fices  with  golden  highlights  ☆ 1907-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
with  golden  and  gray  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1907-S  AU-58 
(NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

630  Selection  of  certified  half  dollars:  ☆ 1908  MS-61  (ANACS). 

Lustrous  with  splashes  of  mottled  reddish  brown  ☆ 1908-D  AU- 
53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  delicate  gray  toning  and  a splash  of 
golden  orange  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1908-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lus- 
trous with  delicate  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1908-S  AU-58 
(ANACS).  Mixture  of  lilac-gray,  gold,  and  bluish  gray  over  lus- 
trous surfaces  ☆ 1909  AU-58  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces  with  a touch 
of  pale  golden  orange  at  the  centers  and  pale  olive  at  the  periph- 
eries ☆ 1909-0  F-15  (NGC).  Silver  gray  ☆ 1909-S  AU-50 
(NGC).  Lustrous.  (Total:  7 pieces) 


Impressive  Gem  1908-0  500 
Tied  for  Finest  by  PCGS 


(2.\  photo) 

631  1908-0  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  lustrous  and  satiny  gem. 

Rich  lustre  enhances  the  pale  lilac-gray  surfaces,  while  blossoms 
of  faint  iridescent  sea  green,  peach,  and  rose  adorn  both  sides.  Vir- 
tually flawless  in  quality,  and  easily  of  the  highest  order  ot  gem 
quality.  Tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS,  and  one  glance  (or  a 
prolonged  look!)  will  readily  convince  you  ot  this. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  none  finer. 
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<32  Quartette  of  half  dollars:  1910  AU-53  (NCIC).  Olive-gray  ☆ 
1911  AU-50  (NGC).  Soft  silver  gray  with  hints  of  faint  golden 
orange  ☆ 191 1-D  EF-45  (NGC).  Rose-gray  surfaces  ☆ 191 1-S 
VF-25  (PCGS).  Attractive  lilac-gray  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

<633  Sextette  of  half  dollars:  ☆ 1912  AU-55  (PCGS).  Golden  gray  ☆ 

1912-D  AU-53  (NGC).  Golden  gray  ☆ 1912-S  AU-50  (ANACS). 
Lustrous  tHr  1913  AU-55  (NGC).  Golden  gray  with  rich  silver  gray 
at  the  devices  "kt  1913-D  AU-55  (NGC).  Rose-gray  with  rich 
golden  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1913-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lus- 
trous with  delicate  golden  toning.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

Choice  Uncirculated  1912-S  500 


634  1912-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  golden  gray  specimen  with 
bursts  of  bright  yellow  iridescence.  Decidedly  choice  for  the  as- 
signed grade. 

635  Quintette  of  certified  Barber  half  dollars  ☆ 1914  EF-40 
(PCGS).  Silver  gray  surfaces  with  deep  rich  toning  at  the  devices 

☆ 1914-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pale  lavender-gray  on  the  obverse,  while 
the  reverse  is  lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  toning  ☆ 1915  AU- 
50  (NGC).  Deep  rich  golden  gray  ☆ 1915-D  AU-55  (PCGS). 
Splashes  of  pale  sky  blue  and  golden  iridescence  on  both  surfaces 

☆ 1915-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Golden  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

636  1915-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  enhances  the 
bright  champagne  surfaces.  A few  faint  hairlines  from  a much  higher 
grade. 


637  1916-D  MS-65  ★ (NGC).  A satiny  gem  specimen  with  intense 

eye  appeal  and  equally  bold  lustre.  Some  faint  gold  gathers  at  the 
rims,  otherwise  fully  brilliant.  Infinitely  worthy  of  the  desig- 

nation. 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1918-D  500 


638  1918-D  MS-65.  A satiny  gem  with  extraordinary  lustre  and  de- 

lightful pale  golden  champagne  highlights.  A hint  of  striking  weak- 
ness is  seen  at  the  centers,  not  unusual  for  the  date,  and  certainly 
not  detracting  from  the  overall  visual  appeal. 


639  1918-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous,  with  pale  orchid 

highlights  on  champagne  surfaces.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with 
plenty  of  hand  and  head  detail  on  the  obverse. 


640  1918-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright  and  sparkling  lustre  is  in  full 

bloom  on  the  rich  golden  surfaces  of  this  choice  Uncirculated  half 
dollar.  A popular  early  branch  mint  issue  in  the  series. 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1919-S  50^ 


(2x  photo) 


641  1919-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  warm  chain- 

pagne  highlights.  A somewhat  frosty  specimen  with  a finer-than- 
average  obverse  strike  for  the  date.  In  choice  Mint  State  and  finer, 
the  1919-S  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  takes  on  key  date  status, 
rivaling  other  notable  rarities  in  the  series  such  as  the  1919-D,  1921, 
and  1921-D  issues  for  desirability.  A grand  opportunity  for  an  alert 
Libertv-  Walking  enthusiast. 


Gem  1923-S  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


642  1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Completely  brilliant  silver  with  bold 

radiant  lustre  on  both  sides.  Minor  softness  noted  vertically  along 
Ms.  Liberty’s  forward  leg,  and  along  the  corresponding  area  of  the 
reverse,  characteristic  of  the  typical  strike  for  the  issue.  Very  frosty 
and  offering  an  excellent  degree  of  eye  appeal  that  will  undoubt- 
edly attract  the  aesthetics  conscious  buyer.  Housed  in  a first  gen- 
eration PCGS  holder  and  deserving  of  careful  consideration. 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1929-D  500 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


644  1929-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Rich  golden  gray  surfaces  display  ex- 

plosive yellow,  gold,  sky  blue,  and  peach  iridescence  on  both  sides. 
The  last  coinage  in  the  denomination  until  the  1933-S  issue.  One 
of  the  finest  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  33;  none  finer. 

Gem  Mint  State  1933-S  500 


545  1933-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sparkling  and  lustrous  gem  with  a 

nuance  of  rich  gold  at  the  rims.  Sharply  struck  at  the  centers,  with 
full  hand  details  on  the  obverse  and  with  strong  feather  details  on 
the  reverse.  The  1933-S  half  dollar  represents  the  first  such  coin- 
age in  the  denomination  since  the  1929  Denver  and  San  Francisco 
issues  (Philadelphia  hadn’t  minted  a half  dollar  since  1921 !),  and  is 


always  popular  owing  to  its  relatively  small  mintage  (just  under  1 .h 
million  coins).  Just  a half  dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
graded  finer  than  the  present  specimen  by  I^CGS,  and  those  speci- 
mens are  probably  safely  ensconced  within  advanced  Liberty  Walk- 
ing half  dollar  collections.  We  suggest  you  take  a good,  long  look 
at  the  present  coin,  for  it  will  almost  certainly  be  a highlight  in  its 
next  owner’s  cabinet — we’d  like  that  cabinet  to  be  yours! 

PCGS  Population:  66;  6 finer  (all  MS-67). 


646  1933-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A sharp  and  imposing  example  of  the 
date  and  grade,  a lustrous  specimen  with  pale  champagne  high- 
lights. 

647  Quartette  of  NGC-certified  half  dollars:  ☆ 1934-S  MS-64  ☆ 
1944  MS-64  ☆ 1946-D  (2).  MS-66  and  MS-65.  All  are  lustrous 
and  attractive.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

Gem  Proof  1936  Liberty  Walking  500 


648  1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  A lustrous  gem  with  satiny,  reflective 

fields,  frosty  motifs,  and  a burst  of  rich  gold  at  the  sun  on  the  ob- 
verse and  the  bottom  of  the  reverse.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the 
date  of  3,901  pieces,  the  first  such  coinage  in  the  denomination 
since  the  1915  Proof  Barber  half  dollar  coinage.  A lovely  example 
of  a date  that  forms  the  cornerstone  to  the  Proof  issues  of  the  de- 
nomination. 

Gem  Proof  1936  Half  Dollar 


649  1936  Proof-65  (NGC).  A fully  brilliant  and  highly  retlectivc  gem 

with  just  a hint  of  frost  on  the  devices. 


Impressive  Gem  1929-S  500 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


643 


1929-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A largely  brilliant  and  delightfully  sat- 
iny gem  with  strong  lustre,  and  with  faint  traces  of  pale  golden 
toning  in  the  fields.  Nicely  struck  with  virtually  full  cap  and  hand 
details  on  the  obverse.  A popular  branch  mint  issue,  and  the  last  in 
the  denomination  until  the  1933-S  mintage.  Just  over  one  million 
examples  of  the  date  were  struck  in  Denver,  and  much  of  that  mint- 
age no  doubt  received  a good  workout  in  pocket  change  during 
the  days  of  the  Great  Depression  that  would  follow.  No  finer  speci- 
men of  the  date  can  be  found  in  a PCGS  holder,  a fact  that  should 
heighten  the  competitive  bidding  spirit  of  all  those  who  simply 
must  have  the  finest  coins  available  in  today’s  numismatic  market- 
place. 

PCGS  Population:  35;  none  finer. 
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CJtMii  l>root'1937  Half  Dollar 


650  1937  Froot-66  (NGC).  f'lilly  brilliant  with  a hi^h  degree  ot  lus- 

tre, a strong  strike,  and  a nuanee  of  pale  golden  toning. 

Outstanding  Gem  Proof  1938  Half  Dollar 


654  1939  Proot-66  (NGC),  Highly  lustrous  with  a touch  of  mint  frost 

on  the  central  devices.  A brilliant  and  attractive  gem. 


653  1939  Proot-68  (NGC).  .^n  incredible  gem  in  all  regards.  The 

mirror  fields  and  faintly  dusted  motifs  are  brilliant  and  as  near  to 
perfection  as  many  coins  will  ever  come.  Just  two  examples  of  the 
date  have  been  ^ ertified  finer  by  NGC  (it  is  difficult  for  this  cata- 
liiinier  to  nn.igtne  i liner  ^pel  imen,  but  numbers  don't  lie.) 

i ensus  2 tmer 


658  1942  Proof-66  (NGC).  Mainly  brilliant  with  a whisper  of  golden 

toning.  A hint  of  frost  decorates  the  central  motifs. 


651  1938  Proot-67  (NGC).  An  outstanding  Proof  half  dollar  with 

extraordinary  eye  appeal  and  surfaces  that  cry  "genf'  over  and  over! 
Sharp  and  beautiful;  what  more  can  we  say? 


652  1938  Proot-66  (NGC).  A bright  and  lustrous  gem  with  reflec- 

tive fields  and  faintly  frosted  motifs.  A splash  of  pale  champagne 
enhances  the  cwerall  appearance. 

Dynamic  Gem  Proof  1939  Half  Dollar 


655  1940  Proot-65  (NGC).  A brilliant  gem  with  a nuance  of  pale 

champagne  toning. 


656  1941  Proof-65  (NGC).  A fully  brilliant  gem  with  extraordinary 

eye  appeal.  "Ghost"  designer’s  initials. 

From  .1  Lite  st.ue  of  the  reverse  die.  here  with  the  designer's  imti.ils.  AW, 
virtti.illy  removed  from  the  die  by  polishing,  herejust  a “ghost"  near  the  rim. 


657  1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  An  attractive  gem  with  reflective  sur- 

faces and  a nuance  of  pale  silver  gr.iy  toning.  Choice  for  the  grade. 
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»59 


1942  Proof-66  (NGC).  Lightly  frosted  motifs  and  highly  mir- 
rored fields. 


Impressive  Gem  Mint  State  1942-D  500 


»60  1942-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Blast  cartwheel  lustre  and  rich  cham- 

pagne toning  mingle  nicely  on  the  satiny  gem  surfaces  of  this 
sharply  struck  and  incredibly  appealing  gem.  Only  four  examples 
of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  82;  4 finer  (MS-68  finest). 


»61  1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  rich  splashes  of 

gold  at  the  rims. 


>62  1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  a hint  of  pale 

rose  toning.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  modest  hand  details 
at  the  center  of  the  obverse. 


Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1943-S  500 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


663  1943-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Faint  lilac-gray  iridescence  enhances  the 

extremely  lustrous  surfaces  of  this  sharp  and  appealing  gem.  No 
examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  by  PCGS,  and  once 
you  have  seen  the  present  coin  you  will  no  doubt  agree  that  it 
would  take  an  extremely  special  coin  to  progress  higher  up  the 
grading  scale  than  the  present  coin. 


664  1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  champagne  surfaces  with 

a crescent  of  deep  carmine  iridescence  near  the  date.  A satiny  and 
pleasing  gem. 


665  1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  a matte-like 

appearance.  Highly  lustrous  and  completely  satisfactory  for  the 
grade. 


666  1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright  and  frosty  with  pale  champagne 
highlights. 

667  1948  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Bright  iridescent  silver  gray  with  pale 
sky  blue  and  warm  gold  at  the  obverse  rim,  and  with  a broader 
halo  of  rainbow  iridescence  on  the  reverse.  Just  one  example  of 
this  date  has  been  graded  finer  within  the  FBL  designation  by 
PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  164;  1 finer  within  the  designation.  (MS-67  FBL). 
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668  1950-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A satiny,  frosty  gem  with  warm 

golden  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Among  the  finest  examples  of 
the  date  certified  by  PCGS;  that  firm  has  not  certified  a finer  ex- 
amples within  the  FBL  designation. 

PCGS  Population;  24;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


669  1953-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A wealth  of  rich  sunset  gold  and 

deeper  orange  grace  the  satiny,  extremely  lustrous  surfaces  of  this 
sharp  and  appealing  gem.  No  example  of  the  date  has  been  graded 
finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  51;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


670  1954-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  pale 

honey  gold  surfaces.  A delightful  gem,  and  among  the  finest  certi- 
fied by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population  45;  2 finer  within  the  designation  {MS-67  FBL  finest). 


PKCbOF  SET 


Complete  1909  Minor  Proof  Set 
Stellar  Quality 
Proof-66  (ICG) 


671  1909  Proof  set,  complete  from  cent  through  half  dollar.  Each 

is  graded  Proof-66  (ICG),  the  cent  graded  Proof-66  RD.  A 

well-matched  and  original  minor  Proof  set  of  1909,  one  of  only 
650  issued  and  one  of  very  few  remaining  together  today.  The  cent 
is  striking  full  orange-red,  completely  free  of  spots  with  warm  or- 
ange color  at  the  peripheries.  The  nickel  is  likewise  exceptional, 
bright  silver  gray  with  deep  mirrors,  a Proof  of  impeccable  pro- 
duction quality  showing  only  very  light  surface  toning.  The  silver 
coins  are  nicely  matched,  the  dime  shows  scattered  gold  and  olive 
on  the  obverse  with  autumnal  orange  and  magenta  on  the  reverse 
with  a bit  of  olive-blue  at  the  base  of  the  side.  The  quarter  is  simi- 
larly colored,  silver  gray  on  the  obverse  with  splashes  of  color,  the 
reverse  showing  more  coverage  with  mottled  olive  and  golden  gray 
tones.  The  half  dollar  is  spectacular,  with  cool  blue  at  the  periph- 
eries yielding  to  subtle  rose  and  untoned  silver  gray  at  central  ob- 
verse, the  reverse  an  even  pale  olive-blue  tone.  One  of  the  nicest 
Proof  sets  of  this  date  we  have  encountered  and  worthy  of  a very 
strong  bid.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


END  OF  SESSION 
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PATTERN  COINS 

Our  second  session  begins  with  a fine  selection  of  pattern  coin- 
;e.  The  selection  of  cents  is  particularly  strong,  especially  for  those 
terested  in  the  early  history  of  the  small  cent  ca.  1850-1864  (when 
le  long-lasting  bronze  composition  was  settled  upon).  The  epochal 
lange  from  the  large  cent  to  the  small  cent  brought  with  it  the  birth 
~ coin  collecting  as  a popular  hobby,  and  in  those  early  years  the 
lint  struck  dozens  of  varieties  of  cents  in  various  mulings,  compo- 
cions,  etc.  for  both  essai  purposes  and  for  collectors.  Indeed,  several 
~the  pieces  herein  come  from  a long-held  collection  assembled  in 
le  late  19th  century,  a grouping  that  contained  10  of  the  12  pieces 
lat  were  included  in  the  1858  pattern  cent  sets  (most  of  these  10 
eces  are  now  certified  by  ICG).  Among  other  denominations,  a 
dime”  that  looks  like  a cent  is  a popular  issue,  the  famous  1 868  large 
^nt  pattern  “ten  cents.”  Other  dime  patterns  in  aluminum  and  fea- 
iring  the  beauriful  Washlady  design  stand  out  as  highlights.  Indeed, 
ur  Classics  Sale  includes  a Washlady  quarter  dollar  pattern  too!  An 
uminum  trial  1869  dollar  begins  things  for  that  popular  denomina- 
on,  with  the  Ehasberg  1878  Goloid  dollar  and  two  rare  Morgan 
oUar  patterns  also  included.  In  today’s  market,  despite  the  fact  that 
rides  are  “up,”  many  pattern  coins  can  be  purchased  for  reasonable 
dees  - these  less  elusive  issues  make  ideal  additions  to  type  sets  or 
snomination  collections.  We  encourage  participation  from  “old 
inds”  or  those  brand  new  to  the  pattern  field! 


Rare  1850  Billon  Annular  Cent  Pattern 


1001  1850  pattern  cent.  Judd-119,  Pollock-134.  Rarity-6-.  Proof- 
64  (ICG).  Billon.  Plain  edge.  27.16  grains.  Pleasing  lustrous  silver 
gray  surfaces  show  subtle  iridescence  throughout  and  deepening 
pewter  gray  tones  on  much  of  the  obverse.  Excellent  natural  eye 
appeal,  some  light  flecks,  boldly  struck.  Light  die  cracks  join  the 
reverse  legends  as  often  seen,  not  as  heavily  advanced  as  those  seen 
on  J-120.  A delightful  example  of  this  very  early  pattern  for  a re- 
duced size  one-cent  piece  boasting  strong  originality  and  choice 
surfaces  for  the  assigned  grade. 


Very  Rare  Unperforated  1850  J-120 


(2x  photo) 


1002  1850  pattern  cent.  J-120,  P-135.  Rarity-7.  Proof-63  (ICG). 

Billon.  Plain  edge.  32.09  grains.  Lustrous  golden  overtones  high- 
light champagne  gray  surfaces.  Strong  cartwheel,  even  coloration, 
a few  hairlines  and  flecks  account  for  the  grade  as  assigned  though 
the  visual  appeal  appears  finer.  Believed  to  be  a rcstrike  issue,  the 
J-12()  shows  heavier  reverse  die  cracks  than  the  latest  states  of  its 
perforated  J- 119  cousin.  A very  popular  and  elusive  variety-. 
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Gem  1851  Restrike  Cent 
Judd-128a 


1003  1851  pattern  cent.  J-128a,  P-150.  Rarity-8.  Proof-65 
(PCGS).  Billon.  Reeded  edge.  Highly  lustrous  silver  gray  with 
very  nice  visual  appeal.  Sharply  struck  and  free  of  significant  de- 
fects, just  some  very  minor  scattered  flecks  as  so  often  encoun- 
tered in  this  composition.  The  very  fine  parallel  planchet  prepara- 
tion lines  are  visible  under  magnification,  and  two  lint  marks  are 
present  on  the  broader  raised  circle  on  the  obverse,  this  being  the 
most  recessed  portion  of  this  die.  A rare  restrike,  called  Rarity-8 
in  the  new  Judd  book  despite  a total  population  of  four  pieces,  all 
certified  by  PCGS.  As  none  have  been  certified  finer,  this  example 
is  a strong  candidate  for  finest  known  of  this  interesting 
unperforated  annular  variety. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


Rare  Copper-Nickel  1851  Cent  Pattern 


1005  1851  pattern  cent,  J-131,  P-155,  Rarity-8.  Proof-65  (PCGS). 

Copper-nickel.  Reeded  edge.  A pleasing  example  of  this  rare  an- 
nular cent  pattern,  struck  in  copper-nickel  for  collectors,  probably 
in  the  1860s.  Even  and  attractive  dusky  gray  surfaces  show  muted 
lustre  throughout.  Sharply  struck  but  for  the  extreme  ends  of  the 
leaf  clusters,  no  appreciable  flaws  even  under  magnified  scrutiny. 
The  1851  annular  cent  series  could  compose  a collection  unto  it- 
self— perforated  and  unperforated  pieces,  many  metallic  compo- 
sitions, various  edges — and  provide  much  to  enjoy  for  the  special- 
ist. This  variety  is  among  the  rarest  in  the  series,  with  its  total  cer- 
tified population  of  tw'o  pieces  (both  by  PCGS)  rivaled  by  only 
the  silver  J-128b,  of  which  only  one  piece  has  been  certified,  and 
the  plain  edge  billon  J- 128,  a variety  not  yet  seen  by  the  certifica- 
tion services. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


Lovely  Gem  1851  Annular  Cent  Pattern 


1004  1851  pattern  cent.  J-129,  P-153.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  RB 
(ICG).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Nearly  full  mint  red  color  remains  on 
the  lustrous  and  attractive  obverse,  with  the  reverse  showing  a pleas- 
ing mix  of  mint  color  at  the  periphery  and  medium  brown  at  the 
wreath.  A worthy  gem  with  a bare  minimum  of  microscopic  flecks 
and  no  significant  flaws.  Very  sharply  struck.  Another  rare  annu- 
lar or  “ring”  cent  issue  that  predated  the  introduction  of  the  Fly- 
ing Eagle  cent  by  several  years  and  became  popular  with  pattern 
collectors  in  the  19th  century.  Those  struck  in  metals  other  than 
billon,  the  low-grade  silver  alloy  whose  composition  (i.e.  “one 
tenth  silver”)  is  named  in  the  design,  are  thought  to  be  restrikes.  A 
nearly  unsurpassable  specimen  of  this  variety,  one  rarely  encoun- 
tered with  such  abundant  mint  color. 


Superb  Gem  Nickel  1851  Cent 


1006  1851  pattern  cent.  J-131a,  P-156.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-66 
(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A positively  lovely  specimen,  with 
outstanding  lustre  on  brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces.  Some  light  cham- 
pagne toning  is  present  on  the  pristine  surfaces.  Struck  to  full  ad- 
vantage and  ideaUy  preserved  since  its  release  from  the  collector- 
savvy  Mint.  A strong  candidate  for  finest  known  honors,  and  an 
example  of  the  type  that  would  be  nearly  impossible  to  surpass  for 
the  condition-conscious  pattern  enthusiast. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 
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Very  Rare  Nickel  1851  Cent  Pattern 

Judd-131 


007  1851  pattern  cent.  J-131a,  P-156.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-63  (ICG). 

Nickel.  Reeded  edge.  45.2  grains.  Silvery  gray  surfaces  show  strong 
lustre  with  only  some  light  scattered  flecks.  Well  struck  and  at- 
tractive, some  very  minor  hairlines  are  only  noted  with  magnified 
scrutiny.  A very  rare  variety,  struck  in  a metal  that  was  not  yet 
used  by  the  Mint  in  1851  but  was  well-known  by  the  time  of  the 
pattern  “boom”  of  the  1860s.  The  ICG  attribution  includes  the 
specific  gravity,  measured  as  8.88 — the  SG  of  pure  nickel  is  8.902, 
and  the  color  of  this  piece  certainly  is  characteristic  of  that  com- 
position. Saul  Teichman’s  research  has  indicated  that  fewer  than 
six  specimens  are  known  of  this  imperforated  variety.  A prize  for 
the  savvy  pattern  specialist. 


Popular  1853  Cent  Pattern 

Thick  Planchet 


008  1853  pattern  cent.  J-149/150,  P-178.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-63 
(ICG).  German  silver.  Reeded  edge.  Thick  planchet.  Frosty  sil- 
ver gray  with  some  lustrous  golden  highlights.  Some  minor  scat- 
tered flecks  are  present,  mostly  on  the  obverse  and  largely  con- 
fined to  the  left  field.  The  surfaces  are  lightly  reflective  and  the 
overall  visual  appeal  is  pleasing.  While  J-149  and  150  are  impos- 
sible to  discern  without  elemental  analysis,  both  incorporate  cop- 
per and  nickel  into  their  alloy  with  the  x-factor  of  a zinc  balance. 
A popular  design  type,  using  a regular  issue  quarter  eagle  obverse 
die  of  1853  with  a somewhat  plain  reverse  die  inscribed  ONE 
CENT  inside  a laurel  wreath,  this  variety  is  known  on  two  differ- 
ent types  of  planchets,  the  present  piece  being  an  example  of  the 
thick  planchet  or  heavier  sub-variety.  A nice  example  from  this 
old-time  small  cent  pattern  collection. 


1853  J-149/150  Cent  Pattern 

Thin  Planchet 


1009  1853  pattern  cent.  J-149/150,  P-178.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-62 
(ICG).  German  silver.  Reeded  edge.  Thin  planchet.  Nicely  re- 
flective silver  gray  surfaces  show  pleasing  iridescent  toning  on  both 
sides.  Some  light  hairlines  and  minor  tiny  flecks  account  for  the 
grade  as  assigned.  An  attractive  and  affordable  specimen  of  this 
early  small-cent  pattern  issue. 


Remarkable  Gem  1853  Pattern  Cent 

J-150 


(2x  photo) 


1010  1853  pattern  cent.  J-150,  P-178.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 
(PCGS).  German  silver.  Reeded  edge.  Thick  planchet.  A superb 
specimen,  boasting  brilliant  silvery  surfaces  with  both  cartwheel 
lustre  and  light  reflectivity.  Some  very  faint  toning  is  present,  and 
what  tiny  flecks  are  visible  only  become  clear  under  magnifica- 
tion. As  noted  in  the  above  two  lots,  the  difference  between  J-149 
and  J-150  is  minor,  though  the  PCGS  holder  identifies  this  as  Judd- 
150.  Most  examples  of  this  German  silver  variety  are  severely  spot- 
ted or  otherwise  impaired,  while  this  example  stands  head  and 
shoulders  above  most  we  have  examined.  It  is  tied  for  finest  certi- 
fied by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


Rare  Uniface  1853  Cent  Reverse  Pattern 


(2x  photo) 


1011  1853  pattern  cent.  J-151c,  P-180.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  (ICG). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  33.0  grains.  Lustrous  golden  tan  with 
warmer  golden  tones  around  device  elements,  similar  in  color  to 
Mint  State  copper-nickel  cents  of  the  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  t\-pes. 
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tLi.v'ruui  visual  appeal,  some  deeper  toning  but  only  a couple  of 
tmy  Hecks.  Struck  from  an  essentially  blank  obverse  die,  showing 
only  the  peripheral  dentils,  and  the  reverse  die  ofjudd  149  through 
151.  Teichman  notes  that  less  than  six  are  known,  a population 
whose  rariry  is  underestimated  with  the  above-cited  Rarity-7- 
categorization  but  dovetails  nicely  with  Pollock’s  observations  of 
only  two  public  appearances  outside  the  Byron  Reed  Collection 
in  Omaha.  A superb  example  of  this  unusual  cent  pattern. 

Popular  1854  Large  Cent  Pattern 


1854  pattern  cent.  J-160,  P-187.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  RB 
(PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  An  attractive  example  of  an  issue 
that  is  sought-after  by  pattern  specialists  and  large  cent  collectors 
alike.  Even  orange-red  color  shows  some  deeper  mellowing  in  the 
fields  but  is  closer  to  red  than  brown.  The  surfaces  are  nicely  re- 
flective, with  some  hairlines  noted  but  the  designs  standing  out 
nice  and  boldly.  An  easy  “first  pattern”  to  purchase,  due  to  its  clear 
connection  to  an  issued  coin  and  its  relatively  low  rariry  rating, 
and  certain  to  appeal  to  a broad  swath  of  coUectors. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2 finer  within  designation  {Proof-65  BJ3  finest). 

Another  1854  Large  Cent  Pattern 


1854  pattern  cent.  J-160,  P-187.  Rarity-4.  Proof-63  BN 
(NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Even  chocolate  brown  surfaces  give 
this  piece  the  look  of  a regular-issue  large  cent  of  the  period.  The 
surface  reflectivity  has  become  quite  subtle,  but  the  visual  appeal 
is  quite  nice  overall. 


Lovely  1854  Pattern  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1014  1854  pattern  cent.  J-163,  P-189.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-63  BN 
(ICG).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  87.64  grains,  consistent  with  the  90- 
100  grain  range  Teichman  offered  for  originals  rather  than  the 
113  grain  standard  of  later  restrikes.  Deep  chocolate  brown  sur- 
faces show  superb  reflectivity  with  subtle  golden  toning  m the 
fields  and  highlights  of  mint  red  color  around  the  central  ob- 
verse design.  A beautiful  example  of  this  popular  large  Flying 
Eagle  pattern,  showing  only  minor  evidence  of  the  striking  soft- 
ness that  plagues  this  issue,  here  manifested  as  some  softness  at 
the  back  edge  of  the  eagle’s  left  wing  and  in  the  southeast  of  the 
reverse  wreath.  A trace  of  an  old  fingerprint  remains  below  star 
6.  A beautiful  specimen,  finer  than  most  encountered  and  wor- 
thy of  a strong  bid. 

Delightful  1855  Flying  Eagle  Large  Cent 
Choice  Proof-64  BN  (NGC) 


1015  1855  pattern  cent.  J-173,  P-198.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  BN 
(NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  A very  choice  example  for  the  as- 
signed grade.  Beautiful  chocolate  brown  with  reflective  surfaces 
retaining  lovely  blue  and  pale  violet  tones.  Well  struck  and  nicely 
detailed  throughout  but  for  the  southeast  interior  of  the  reverse 
wreath,  which  is  opposite  the  deepest  point  of  the  obverse  die. 
Several  thin  die  lines  are  visible  under  magnification,  crisscrossing 
in  the  upper  left  obverse,  and  parallel  planchet  preparation  lines 
are  visible  in  the  low  point  of  the  central  reverse.  A planchet  de- 
pression is  noted  at  the  top  of  the  first  5.  A splendid  specimen, 
never  tampered  with  or  abused,  and  ideal  for  finicky  modern  col- 
lectors. This  type,  standing  evenly  astride  the  large  cent  and  Fly- 
ing Eagle  series,  equally  appeals  to  collectors  of  both. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  designation. 
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Rare  1857  Small  Cent  Pattern 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


1016  1857  pattern  cent.  J-186,  P-222.  Rarity-7  + . Proof-65 
(PCGS).  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  Lovely  tan  and  gray  surfaces 
show  some  subtle  undertones  on  the  attractive  Proof  surfaces.  A 
rare  muling  that  incorporates  an  1857-dated  obverse  that  is  strik- 
ingly similar  to  the  later  three-cent  pieces  with  a reverse  that  was 
used  on  the  1853  one-cent  patterns.  This  example  is  about  as  nice 
as  we’ve  ever  seen,  with  pristine  surfaces  and  a remarkably  bold 
strike  considering  the  composition.  The  central  reverse  exhibits 
two  parallel  planchet  striations  and  some  waviness  that  shows  the 
fatigue  on  this  old  die.  The  obverse  die  is  the  “high  date”  variety, 
as  seen  on  all  other  specimens  of  J-186,  though  the  related  1857 
quarter  eagle  pattern  is  struck  from  two  different  dies.  The  die 
alignment  is  about  105°;  this  variety  apparently  shows  a wide  vari- 
ety of  die  alignments,  which  may  indicate  that  individual  speci- 
mens were  randomly  coined  to  meet  the  requests  of  Mint  custom- 
ers in  the  heyday  of  pattern  production.  A fascinating  and  rare  va- 
riety, here  offered  in  truly  unbeatable  condition. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 


Choice  Proof  1858  Flying  Eagle  Pattern 

Judd-191 


1017  1858  pattern  cent.  J-191,  P-233.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (ICG). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  71.75  grains.  Rich  golden  color  with 
pale  champagne  highlights  and  excellent  bold  detail.  Nicely  re- 
flective and  choice  in  technical  quality  and  visual  appeal.  A single 
minor  spot  is  present  under  the  T in  CENT,  an  easily  forgivable 
flaw,  with  only  insignificant  flecks  elsewhere.  A very  nice  example 
of  this  pattern  issue,  one  of  those  sold  in  12-coin  sets  for  collectors 
and  popular  as  a transitional  issue — here  the  standard  1858  Flying 
Eagle  obverse  joins  the  standard  1859  Indian  cent  reverse.  A nice 
example  of  a perennial  favorite  of  small  cent  collectors. 


(2x  photo) 


Pleasing  1858J-192  Cent 


{2x  photo) 


1018  1858  pattern  cent.  J-192,  P-235.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (ICG). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  70.82  grains.  Nicely  reflective  bright 
golden  tan  surfaces  show  some  woodgraining  and  boast  excep- 
tional visual  appeal.  Some  modest  cameo  contrast  is  present.  Free 
of  all  but  a few  tiny,  scattered  flecks.  A simply  lovely  example  of 
this  popular  Flying  Eagle  cent  pattern. 


Popular  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent  Pattern 


Small  Letters,  Ornamented  Shield 
None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


1019  1858  pattern  cent.  J-193,  P-236.  Rarity-5.  Proof-65  (NGC). 

Dies  5-C.  Regular  Small  Letters  Flying  Eagle  die  of  the  date,  re- 
verse with  oak  wreath  and  ornamented  shield  design.  Deep  golden 
brown  with  somewhat  reflective  fields  and  a touch  of  frost  on  the 
motifs,  and  with  a few  faint  flecks  noted  for  accuracy.  An  ever 
popular  issue  among  collectors  of  the  Flying  Eagle  cent  series  as 
well  as  with  pattern  specialists  within  the  cent  discipline.  Among 
the  finest  examples  of  this  popular  issue  certified  by  NGC — just 
four  examples  ofJ-193  have  been  graded  Proof-65  by  that  group 
with  none  graded  finer!  A grand  opportunity  awaits  an  attentive 
bidder  when  this  gem  crosses  the  auction  block. 

NGC  Census;  4;  none  finer. 

The  latest  edition  of  thejudd  pattern  reference  (2003,  edited  by  Q.  David 
Bowers)  lists  eight  obverse  dies  (six  Flying  Eagle  dies  and  two  Indian  Head  dies) 
and  four  reverse  dies  for  small  cent  patterns  of  the  date,  all  of  them  offered  in 
various  combinations.  The  present  combination  (5-C)  is  described  therein  as: 
“Obverse  5:  Regular  Flying  Eagle  cent  die,  Small  Letters,  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA  above,  date  1858  below.  Used  with  J-191  to  J-195,  j-217,  J- 
217a.  AlsoJ-362  of  1864.”  The  reverse  is  described  as:  “Reverse  C:  Oak  wreath 
with  arrows  below,  tied  with  ribbon,  ornamented  shield  at  wreath  apex,  ONE  / 
CENT  at  the  center.  ‘The  objection  to  this  was  that  the  shield  had  the  appear- 
ance of  a harp.’  Sometimes  called  ornamental  shield.  Used  with  J-193  to  J-195, 
J-198,J-199,J-204,J-205,J-212,J-216.” 
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Scarce  1S5S  Flying  Eagle  Cent  Pattern 


1020  1858  pattern  cent.  J-198,  P-229.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-62  (ICG). 
Coppcr-nickel.  Plain  edge.  72.21  grains.  Nicely  retlective  golden 
tan  surfaces  show  some  dusky  deep  gold  toning,  particularly  on 
the  obverse.  Some  minor  Hecks  present  on  reverse.  The  unadopted 
reverse  design  of  this  pattern  shows  an  unusual  shield,  not  entirely 
unlike  the  "Union  shield"  of  the  later  two-cent  and  five-cent  is- 
sues. A desirable  specimen  of  this  issue  whose  genesis  coincided 
with  the  birth  of  coin  collecting  m this  country. 


Lovely  1858  “Skinny  Eagle”  Pattern  Cent 


1021  1858  pattern  cent.  J-204,  P-248.  Rarity-5.  Proof-63  (ICG). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  68.0  grains.  Even  and  lustrous  golden 
tan  with  lightly  reflective  fields.  Generous  visual  appeal,  a few  light 
Hecks  including  one  beneath  the  last  S of  STATES.  A muling  of 
two  never-adopted  designs,  one  of  the  varieties  included  m the 
12-coin  pattern  cent  sets  of  1858.  Very  attractive  and  certainly 
worthy  of  a place  m a well-formed  cabinet. 


Choice  Mint  State  1858  Indian  Cent 
J-208 


1023  1858  pattern  cent.  J-208,  P-253.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  Centered  date,  leaves  in  clusters  of  five. 
A beautiful  example  of  this  popular  variets',  struck  m a Mint  State 
finish.  Lustrous  golden  tan,  the  obverse  showing  prooHike 
rcHectivity  associated  with  Proof  specimens  of  this  issue  while  the 
reverse  is  more  subtly  reflective  and  more  closely  resembles  a typical 
Mint  State  copper-nickel  cent.  The  strike  is  good  and  the  eye  ap- 
peal is  nearly  that  ofa  gem,  withjust  a handful  of  individual  Hecks 
holding  it  back  from  that  level.  A most  collectible  specimen  on  all 
accounts. 


1024  1858  pattern  cent.  J-208,  P-259.  Rarity-1.  MS-62.  Copper- 
nickel.  Plain  edge.  70.6  grains.  Full  lustrous  cartwheel  on  bright 
golden  tan  surfaces.  Some  spotting  is  noted  on  the  obverse,  ac- 
counting for  the  assigned  grade,  particularly  under  ST  of  STATES 
and  at  OF,  though  the  reverse  is  a bit  finer.  Very  nice  eye  appeal 
overall,  the  surfaces  showing  no  severe  hairlines  or  marks.  A popular 
issue  incorporating  the  1858  Indian  cent  obverse  and  the  standard 
reverse  of  the  1859  cents. 


Famous  1858  Indian  Cent  Pattern 


1022  1858  pattern  cent.  J-208,  P-253.  Rarity-1.  Proof-62  (NGC). 
Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  Centered  date,  leaves  in  clusters  of  five. 
Bright  golden  tan  with  reflective  surfaces,  which  account  for  this 
piece  being  a Proof  while  others  of  this  variety  were  struck  in  a 
Mint  State  finish.  A pleasing  specimen,  some  light  toning  visible, 
minor  hairlines  .iccounting  for  the  assigned  grade.  A very  popular 
preface  to  an  Indian  cent  collection,  here  offered  in  an  attractive 
and  afTordable  grade. 


Choice  1858  Indian  Cent  J-211  Pattern 


1025  1858  pattern  cent.  J-211,  P-255.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  (ICG). 
Copper-nickel,  Plain  edge.  72.52  grains.  Very  attractive  bright 
golden  tan  with  good  reHectivity  for  the  issue  and  abundant  visual 
appeal.  A lovely  example  which  is  all  but  free  of  the  Hecks  so  often 
seen  on  the  pattern  cents  of  this  date — only  a tiny  speck  above  the 
first  8 of  the  date  is  noted.  As  nice  a coin  as  could  be  hoped  for  m 
this  grade  level  and  a great  way  to  begin  your  Indian  cent  set  one 
year  early. 
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Choice  1858  Indian  Cent  Pattern 


1858  pattern  cent.  J-212,  P-256.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  (ICG). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  73.6  grains.  Nicely  retlecdve  surfaces 
exhibit  bright  golden  tan  color,  crisp  detail,  and  pleasing  contrast 
between  the  fields  and  the  frosty  devices.  Very  nice  for  the  grade 
even  under  magnified  scrutiny  with  only  two  tiny  specks  below 
the  chin  worth  noting.  An  excellent  addition  to  a pattern  cabinet 
or  a bold  way  to  begin  a fine  set  of  Indian  cents. 


1029  1859  pattern  cent.  J-228,  P-272.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  (ICG). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  73.44  grains.  Frosty  golden  tan  with 
abundant  lustre  and  pleasing  iridescent  toning  highlights  in  the 
fields.  An  issue  that  many  collectors  choose  to  include  in  their 
Indian  cent  collections,  the  transitional  type  showing  the  standard 
1859  obverse  and  the  standard  1860  reverse.  The  present  example 
was  struck  in  a circulation  strike  format,  with  cartwheel  lustre  and 
no  sign  of  reflective  surfaces.  A beautiful  coin  that  awaits  a home 
in  a fine  cent  cabinet. 


Popular  1858  J-212  Indian  Cent  Pattern 


27  1858  pattern  cent.  J-212,  P-256.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  (ICG). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  72.68  grains.  Woodgrained  golden 
tan  surfaces  show  deep  lustrous  highlights  and  subtle  reflectivity. 
Boldly  struck  and  attractive,  some  tiny  scattered  flecks  seen  on 
the  obverse.  A pleasing  specimen  of  this  issue,  often  one  of  the 
first  varieties  that  interested  small-cent  pattern  enthusiasts  ob- 
tain for  their  cabinets. 

Transitional  1858  Indian  Cent  Pattern 

J-213 


28  1858  pattern  cent.  J-213,  P-258.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (ICG). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  71.44  grains.  Very  attractive  bright  golden 
surfaces  exhibit  significant  reflectivity  and  some  subtle  woodgrain 
toning.  A beautiful  example,  especially  bright  on  the  reverse,  with 
only  the  lightest  evidence  of  scattered  flecks.  An  important  and  popu- 
lar variety,  joining  an  1858  Indian  cent  obverse  with  the  standard 
Flying  Eagle  reverse  of  that  year,  another  of  the  varieties  included  in 
the  12-coin  sets  of  pattern  cents  sold  by  the  Mint  to  interested  col- 
lectors. Modern  collectors  would  be  hard-pressed  to  find  a more 
appealing  specimen  of  this  variety  today. 


Superb  1863  Bronze  Cent  Pattern 

Proof-66  BN  (ICG) 


1030  1863  pattern  cent.  J-299,  P-359.  Rarity-3.  Proof-66  BN 
(ICG).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  49.7  grains.  Exceptional  deep  choco- 
late brown  surfaces  show  lovely  olive  highlights  with  a trace  of 
mint  color  at  the  obverse  periphery.  While  not  a particularly  rare 
issue,  this  example  boasts  tbe  technical  and  aesthetic  quality  of  a 
true  gem.  Boldly  struck  and  very  enjoyable  to  study  under  magni- 
fication. As  nice  as  can  be  and  worth  a strong  bid. 

Nice  Copper-Nickel  Pattern  1863  l0 

Reeded  Edge,  High  Date 


1031  1863  pattern  cent.  J-300,  P-360.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  (ICG). 

Copper-nickel.  Reeded  edge.  71.9  grains.  A superb  example  with 
deeply  reflective  golden  surfaces  showing  some  light  toning  in  the 
obverse  fields  and  even  toning  on  the  reverse.  Boldly  struck,  fine 
paraOel  planchet  lines  still  plain,  finer  than  perhaps  the  grade  indi- 
cates with  only  a few  insignificant  flecks.  A rare  issue,  one  ofabout 
a dozen  known  in  this  format  according  to  Saul  Teichman.  An 
unusual  reeded  edge  issue,  a prize  for  cent  collectors. 
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Exceptional  Gem  1864  J-356  Cent 

Experimental  Alloy 


(2x  photo) 

1032  1864  pattern  cent.  J-356,  P-426.  Rarity-6-.  MS-66  (NGC). 

90%  copper,  10%  zinc.  Plain  edge.  A simply  beautiful  example, 
with  rich  deep  orange-red  surfaces  that  have  mellowed  to  near 
brown  at  the  centers.  Some  golden  toning  highlights  are  present. 
The  cartwheel  lustre  is  every  bit  what  would  be  expected  from 
this  lofty  grade,  the  surfaces  are  pristine,  and  the  visual  appeal  is  so 
superb-looking  that  this  coin  makes  one  wonder  why  this  attrac- 
tive composition  was  never  adopted  for  somethingl  The  strike  is 
very  sharp.  The  date  is  punched  low,  with  a die  crack  from  tip  of 
bust  to  center  of  left  upright  of  U and  a die  line  from  the  base  of 
the  lowest  feather  under  C of  AMERICA.  An  interesting  pattern 
issue,  one  of  a series  struck  to  find  other  acceptable  metals  upon 
the  retirement  of  the  copper-nickel  composition  for  regular  issue 
use.  Others  attempted  an  alloy  of  copper  and  aluminum,  while 
only  J-356  (as  here)  used  a portion  of  zinc  in  the  mix.  An  impor- 
tant item  for  pattern  specialists  or  those  interested  in  the  evolution 
of  the  Indian  cent.  NGC  has  certified  none  finer  than  the  present 
specimen. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

Choice  Proof  1864  Indian  Cent  Pattern 

Judd-356a 


1033  1864  pattern  cent.  J-356a,  P-427.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-64  BN 
(NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Deeply  reflective  fields  exhibit  lovely 
gold  and  blue  tones  with  highlights  of  orange  and  traces  of  violet. 
A bold  Proof,  nicely  struck  and  well-maintained  since  its  produc- 
tion. The  eye  appeal  is  excellent  for  the  grade,  with  only  some 
microscopic  contact  points  apparently  keeping  it  from  a higher 
grade  in  the  eyes  of  NGC.  This  variety  is  similar  to  an  1864  bronze 
cent  in  Proof,  but  the  die  alignment  is  medal  turn  rather  than  coin 
turn  and  the  planchet  is  as  thick  as  a copper-nickel  striking.  A strik- 
ingly beautiful  coin  ready  for  addition  to  your  cabinet. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  within  designation  (Proof-65  BN). 


1034  1864  pattern  cent.  J-356a,  P-427.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-50.  Cop- 
per. Plain  edge.  A bit  sharper,  but  the  left  obverse  field  shows  some 
very  faint  graffiti  that  appears  to  be  a name  starting  with  W.  Lovely 
chocolate  brown  with  golden  tan  undertones.  Spot  noted  above  C 
in  CENT.  Good  eye  appeal  is  maintained  despite  the  minor  flaw. 
This  piece  was  apparently  well-loved,  just  not  in  the  way  modern 
collectors  prefer!  An  affordable  specimen  of  this  interesting  vari- 
ety, ideal  to  show  outside  of  a slab  to  exhibit  the  unusual  thickness 
of  this  issue. 

Interesting  1864  Cent  Pattern 
Thin  Planchet 
MS-66  (NGC) 


(2x  photo) 

1035  1864  pattern  cent.  J-356b,  P-426a.  Rarity-8.  MS-66  (NGC). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  A superb  gem  example  of  this  variety 
that  must  rank  among  the  very  finest  known.  Superlative  cart- 
wheel lustre  is  apparent  on  bright  golden  surfaces — this  coin  ab- 
solutely looks  the  part  of  a MS-66  or  even  better.  The  fields  are 
pristine,  with  only  a few  little  flecks  noted  under  magnification, 
noteworthy  only  at  the  lower  left  of  the  reverse  wreath.  Dies  heavily 
clashed  once,  with  a perfect  outline  of  the  Indian  head  within  the 
reverse  wreath.  An  interesting, variety,  struck  at  the  time  that  the 
Mint  was  experimenting  with  new  planchet  stock  to  replace  the 
standard  copper-nickel  cents  (then  called  “nickels”).  Several  me- 
tallic compositions  are  known  in  the  J-356  series,  with  this  piece 
struck  in  normal  copper-nickel  but  on  a very  thin  planchet — ap- 
proximately as  thick  as  the  bronze  1864  cents  which  were  yet  to 
come.  NGC’s  holder  indicates  that  this  piece  weighs  only  2.8 
grams,  a fraction  of  the  weight  of  a standard  1864  copper-nickel 
cent  (4.67  grams).  Very  rare  and  unusual,  an  important  issue  to 
understand  the  1864  changeover  from  copper-nickel  to  bronze. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 
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Lovely  Copper-Nickel  1865  Cent 
Proof-65  (PCGS) 


(2x  photo) 


036  1865  pattern  cent.  J-404,  P-473.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 
(PCGS).  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  Reflective  pewter  gray  sur- 
faces appear  closer  to  nickel  than  copper,  though  some  alloys  in 
this  period  had  very  little  copper  at  all  in  them.  The  Proof  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely,  and  all  details  in  the  die  are  trans- 
lated onto  the  coin  with  superb  definition.  A single  spot  is  present 
under  E of  UNITED,  but  this  coin  appears  every  bit  the  gem  and 
then  some.  While  this  issue  was  struck  on  two  different  planchet 
stocks,  we  are  not  sure  if  this  is  thin  or  thick  due  to  the  encapsula- 
tion. A rare  issue,  here  exemplified  by  a particularly  beautiful  ex- 
ample. This  piece  is  struck  from  the  same  dies  as  the  piece  illus- 
trated on  the  uspatterns.com  website,  with  recutting  visible  under 
the  flag  of  the  1,  on  the  right  side  of  the  8,  and  above  the  left  side 
of  the  top  serif  of  5. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 


Beautiful  Nickel  1865  Cent  Pattern 


037  1865  pattern  cent.  J-406,  P-476.  Rarity-6-.  MS-64  (ICG). 

Nickel.  Plain  edge.  48.6  grains.  Even  silver  gray  with  nicely  re- 
flective surfaces  and  some  very  light  toning.  Nicely  struck  and  full 
of  eye  appeal.  A popular  off-metal  issue  struck  from  regular  issue 
dies,  with  the  present  obverse  showing  a recut  date.  Worthy  of 
strong  bidder  support. 


Delightful  1884  Annular  Cent  Pattern 


1038  1884  pattern  cent.  J-1721,  P-1929.  Rarity-5.  Proof-66  (ICG). 

Nickel.  Plain  edge.  29.3  grains.  Nicely  reflective  silver  gray  with 
faint  golden  toning  and  richer  gray  toning  around  UNITED 
STATES.  A bold  and  lovely  example  of  this  popular  issue,  designed 
by  American  artist  Eastman  Johnson  in  concert  with  annular  five- 
cent  patterns  of  the  same  date.  As  typically  seen,  the  center  hole  is 
slightly  out-of-round.  A fine  example  for  any  pattern  collection. 


Popular  1863  Washington  Two  Cents 

The  Earliest  Dated  Pattern  With  GW  Portrait 


1039  1863  pattern  two  cents.  J-305,  P-370.  Rarity-4.  Proof-63  BN 
(NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Even  chocolate  brown  patina  is  typi- 
cal of  the  bronzed  patterns  of  this  period,  with  no  appreciable  lus- 
tre but  a pleasing  Mint-made  finish  through  the  use  of  bronzing 
powder.  Very  nicely  detailed  and  attractive  overall,  many  tiny  lint 
marks  are  present,  some  central  reverse  roughness  is  seen  under 
magnification  with  only  minor  surface  flaws  elsewhere.  One  of 
the  most  popular  patterns  of  the  era  with  both  collectors  today 
and  collectors  then — the  bronzed  patina  placed  on  this  one  was 
commonly  used  on  Mint  medals  of  this  period  and  was  also  very 
popular  with  the  Mint’s  collector-client  base.  A delightful  example 
that  will  be  enjoyed  by  its  next  owner. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 
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Superlative  1864  Two  Cents  Pattern 


(2x  photo) 

1040  1864  pattern  two  cents.  J-367,  P-433.  Rarity-8.  Proof-64  BN 
(NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Deeply  reflective  surfaces  show  bright 
blue  toning  under  raking  light  with  a choice  deep  chocolate  brown 
patina  overall.  A beautiful  specimen,  seemingly  a gem  from  both 
arm’s  length  and  under  a glass.  Boldly  struck  and  quite  beautiful. 
This  variety  is  known  in  four  compositions,  struck  from  dies  that 
are  markedly  similar  to  the  adopted  1864  design  but  for  the  curva- 
ture of  the  words  CENTS  on  the  reverse.  On  a regular  issue,  the 
word  is  nearly  level,  whereas  on  this  pattern  variety  CENTS  wraps 
around  the  base  of  the  2.  Interestingly,  the  obverse  features  the 
scarce  Small  Motto  die  used  on  regular  issue  pieces.  An  excep- 
tional specimen  of  this  forerunner  to  the  two-cent  piece. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


1041  1849  pattern  three-cent  piece.  J-114,  P-128.  Rarity-7-. 
Proof-60.  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  24.4  grains.  Lovely  reflec- 
tive golden  tan  with  bluish  undertones,  brighter  on  the  “3”  side 
than  the  somewhat  dull  “III”  side.  Technically  finer  than  the 
grade  indicates,  but  a spot  shows  a crude  attempt  at  improve- 
ment below  the  left  side  of  the  3,  with  several  pinscratches 
through  it  and  a few  other  pinscratches  in  the  right  obverse  field. 
The  III  side  shows  some  light  spotting.  A popular  issue,  the  so- 
called  “Ugly  Duckling.”  With  a total  known  population  of  un- 
der a dozen  specimens,  this  example  provides  an  opportunity  for 
a budget-minded  collector. 


Gem  Copper  1865  Three  Cents 


1042  1865  pattern  three  cents.  J-411,  P-482.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-66 
RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A beautiful  coin,  with  even  deep 
mellowed  violet  on  the  obverse  with  traces  ofbrighter  color  around 
legends,  while  the  reverse  shows  an  even  pale  orange  tone.  An 
impressive  piece  to  examine  closely,  the  surfaces  holding  up  to  the 
assigned  grade  level  and  very  few  flecks  of  any  size  visible.  Quite 
similar  to  the  adopted  types  of  1866  but  for  a few  minor  details, 
this  ancestor  of  the  three  cent  series  is  very  rare  in  this  grade — 
PCGS  has  certified  none  finer.  A dedicated  three-cent  nickel  col- 
lector would  do  well  to  push  back  the  starting  part  of  his  or  her 
collection  in  order  to  include  this  beauty. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Gem  1866  Nickel  in  Copper 
J-498 


(2x  photo) 

1043  1866  pattern  five  cents.  J-498,  P-584.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65 
RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Deeply  reflective  fields  show  a 
beautiful  array  of  pale  green,  gold,  orange,  and  violet  with  addi- 
tional mint  color — to  simply  call  this  piece  Red  and  Brown  would 
be  a disservice.  The  eye  appeal  is  impeccable,  with  all  details  fully 
defined  down  to  the  intricate  repunching  on  the  reverse  stars.  This 
exciting  variety  is  a pattern  in  the  truest  sense,  to  test  potential  de- 
signs for  our  nation’s  first  base  metal  five  cent  coin.  The  dies  as 
rendered  here  show  the  date  split  by  the  ball  beneath  the  shield, 
while  the  reverse  is  the  standard  With  Rays  type  of  1866.  Of  great 
importance  to  nickel  collectors  and  historians,  here  presented  in 
unbeatable  condition. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 
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Very  Rare  1868  J-632  5 Cents 


1044  1868  pattern  five  cents.  J-632,  P-702.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65 
RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Deep  orange-red  surfaces  tend 
towards  pale  sea  green  at  the  peripheries  and  around  the  reverse 
devices.  A lovely  specimen,  with  resplendent  visual  appeal  and 
boldly  reflective  fields.  A lint  mark  is  noted  under  IT  of  UNITED. 
This  variety  is  a continuation  of  the  lengthy  series  of  nickel  five- 
cent  patterns  and  mulings  of  1867,  as  it  uses  a new  obverse  and  the 
1867  reverse  topped  by  a six-pointed  star.  A great  rarity,  with  only 
five  pieces  traced  by  Saul  Teichman. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

Exemplary  1869  Nickel  Pattern 
J-684 


045  1869  pattern  five  cents.  J-684,  P-763.  Rarity-5.  Proof-65 
(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Richly  lustrous  silver  gray  with  some 
pleasing  golden  toning  on  the  reverse  and  a trace  of  rose.  The  fields 
are  nicely  reflective  and  the  visual  appeal  is  excellent.  A pristine 
gem  specimen  of  this  issue,  which  uses  a head  very  similar  to  that 
used  on  the  contemporary  three-cent  nickel  pieces.  PCGS  has 
certified  no  examples  of  this  variety  at  a higher  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer. 

Pleasing  1871  Copper  Five  Cents 


046  1871  pattern  five  cents.  J-1054,  P-1189.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-63 
BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Reflective  surfaces  are  nicely 
toned  light  brown  with  golden  and  olive  undertones  and  some 
gloss  on  the  devices.  Some  tiny  contact  marks  in  the  fields  are 
noted,  accounting  for  the  assigned  grade  but  not  detracting  from 


the  visual  appeal  in  a substantive  way.  A pattern  fivc-ccnt  piece 
collection  from  this  period  could  contain  dozens  of  varictie-.  and 
would  be  quite  satisfying  to  build,  as  pieces  like  this  are  fairly  priced 
in  today’s  market  yet  are  quite  elusive.  Many  of  the  nickels  would, 
like  this  one,  use  a head  that  resembles  that  used  on  the  three-cent 
nickels  by  Longacre. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  within  designation  (Proof-64  BN). 

Popular  1883  Nickel  Pattern 
“33  N.  67  C.” 


1047  1883  pattern  five  cents.  J-1712,  P-1916.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-64 
Cameo  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Pleasing  silver  gray  with 
pleasing  reflectivity  and  frosted  design  motifs.  The  fields  show  some 
hght  toning  and  attractive  cartwheel  lustre.  Only  some  minor  flecks 
at  the  reverse  periphery  are  detected.  Ironically  enough,  although 
this  piece  purports  to  be  33%  nickel  and  67%  copper,  this  ex- 
ample is  struck  in  pure  nickel  and  none  are  known  in  the  named 
composition!  The  obverse  head  is  identical  to  the  adopted  issue  of 
1883,  though  here  it  is  framed  by  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  instead  of  stars.  A most  appealing  and  well-preserved 
specimen  of  this  popular  issue,  one  that  would  add  a level  of  so- 
phistication to  a collection  of  Liberty  nickels. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  9 finer  (Proof-65). 

“Plain  Coronet”  1883  Liberty  Nickel 


(2x  photo) 

1048  1883  pattern  five  cents.  J-1714,  P-1919.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-66 
Cameo  (NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  An  exceptional  specimen  of 
this  pattern  issue.  Deeply  reflective  fields  show  pleasing  silver  gray 
coloring  and  extensive  cameo  contrast.  The  fields  are  pristine,  as 
expected,  with  only  a tiny  mint-made  flaw  near  the  tip  of  the  bust. 
This  variety  uses  a standard  Liberty  head  like  that  used  on  the  1883 
regular  issue  pieces,  but  lacking  LIBERTY  on  her  coronet  since  it 
appears  inside  the  rim  above  her  head;  the  reverse  is  the  adopted 
dies.  A superb  example  of  this  “Plain  Coronet”  type. 

NGC  Ceirsus:  1;  none  finer  within  designation. 
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Rare  1896  Shield  Nickel 


1049  1896  pattern  five  cents.  J-1771,  P-1986.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-66 
(NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Lustrous  even  nickel  gray  with  subtly 
reflective  fields.  An  attractive  specimen  with  none  of  the  nicks  or 
little  flaws  that  seem  to  plague  this  issue — this  variety  is  a real  chal- 
lenge to  find  in  top-notch  grade.  Luckily,  this  piece  meets  that 
challenge  rather  nicely.  A high  quality  example  from  the  1896  pat- 
tern coinage. 

NGC  Census;  1;  none  finer. 

Your  cataloguer  recalls  the  very  first  time  he  laid  eyes  on  a real  pattern  coin, 
as  a young  man  at  a local  coin  show.  While  manning  the  appraisal  table,  geared 
toward  non-collectors  who  wanted  an  idea  what  their  coins  were  worth,  one 
older  woman  appeared  with  a coin  wrapped  in  a tissue — an  1896  Shield  two- 
cent  piece,  much  like  the  variety  offered  here.  After  calling  some  others  around 
to  see  the  great  rarity  (we  had  been  seeing  worn  Wheat  cents  all  day!),  we  con- 
firmed it  was  genuine  and  talked  amongst  ourselves  as  to  what  to  tell  the  lady  it 
was  worth.  The  consensus  opinion  was,  if  it’s  rare,  send  it  to  Dave  Bowers — 
he'll  know  the  honest  value.  After  giving  the  nice  lady  an  address  in  Wolfeboro, 
she  left  the  show.  We’re  thrilled  that  people  now  have  the  chance  to  send  their 
rare  coins  to  Dave  Bowers  again! 


Gem  1871  Indian  Princess  Half  Dime 


(2x  photo) 


1050  1871  pattern  half  dime.  J-1069,  P-1205.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66 
BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Electric  blue  toning  shows  some 
rich  violet  at  the  centers.  A lovely  example  of  this  diminutive  mani- 
festation of  Longacre’s  Indian  Princess  design,  with  no  significant 
post-striking  flaws  noted  under  magnified  scrutiny.  Many  inborn 
die  lines  are  present  in  the  obverse  fields,  the  obverse  high  points 
are  a trifle  fiat  as  seen  on  nearly  all  specimens  of  this  type  regardless 
of  denomination,  and  a low  area  present  above  LF  of  HALF  on  the 
reverse.  A delightful  little  jewel  that  would  never  require  upgrading 
once  placed  in  an  advanced  cabinet. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Copper  1871  Half  Dime  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


1051  1871  pattern  half  dime.  J-1071,  P-1207.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-62 
BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Even  chocolate  brown  with 
deep  ruddy  highlights  at  the  reverse  periphery.  A rare  issue,  struck 
only  for  inclusion  in  copper  Proof  sets  for  sale  to  collectors — less 
than  half  a dozen  pieces  are  currently  accounted  for  in  all  grades. 
The  lustre  on  this  piece  is  somewhat  subde,  but  the  technical  quality 
remains  quite  high.  Somewhat  flat  on  the  highest  points  of  this 
design,  as  seen  on  all  copper  1871  half  dimes  that  have  passed 
through  our  hands.  Coined  from  the  regular  issue  dies  and  there- 
fore a welcome,  if  exotic,  addition  to  any  advanced  half  dime  col- 
lection. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer  within  designation. 


Famous  1868  Ten-Cent  Pattern 


The  “Large  Cent”  Issue 


1052  1868  pattern  ten  cents.  J-647,  P-720.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-64 
(NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Lustrous  pale  silver  gray  with  some 
reflectivity  in  the  fields.  An  attractive  specimen  of  this  famed  and 
unusual  pattern,  using  a large  cent  obverse  dated  1868 — more  than 
a decade  after  this  type  was  brought  to  an  end!  This  example  shows 
the  flat  strike  that  defines  this  issue,  with  softness  on  the  highest 
points  of  the  obverse  device  and  the  reverse  somewhat  flat  at  cen- 
ter. The  texture  of  the  planchet  shows  plainly,  including  the  fine 
parallel  planchet  lines  and  a somewhat  sandblast  surface  at  central 
reverse.  Magnified  scrutiny  reveals  some  very  minor  hairlines,  but 
these  do  not  alter  the  very  nice  visual  appeal.  Two  different  pat- 
terns were  struck  from  this  fantastic  (in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word) 
obverse,  this  ten  cent  pattern  and  a true  1868  large  cent,  with  a 
cent  reverse.  Common  sense  dictates  that  this  type  was  never 
strongly  considered  for  a production  issue  in  the  late  1860s,  that 
this  piece  was  instead  struck  for  the  collector-customers  of  the  Mint 
who  sought  new  and  unusual  pieces  for  their  cabinets — this  piece 
was  retro-trendy  before  that  concept  was  even  thought  of!  Collec- 
tors have  always  enjoyed  this  type,  including  those  who  did  not 
consider  themselves  pattern  collectors  but  instead  enjoyed  coins 
with  stories.  This  specimen  will  satisfy  all  those  who  have  always 
wanted  to  own  their  own  example  of  this  famous  pattern. 

NGC  Census:  3;  7 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

Early  die  state,  with  no  trace  of  the  reverse  die  crack  tKmi  the  last  S in 
STATES  described  by  Teichnian  on  uspatterns.coni. 
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1869  Dime  Pattern  from  Rothschild 


053  1869  pattern  dime.  J-696,  P-775.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (NGC). 

Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  lovely  peripheral 
toning  of  violet  or  blue.  Boldly  lustrous,  almost  glossy  on  the  de- 
vices, with  reflective  fields  and  beautiful  eye  appeal.  A very  thin 
diagonal  scratch  under  Liberty’s  chin  is  noted  under  magnifica- 
tion, but  it  is  not  a serious  distraction.  A very  desirable  and  attrac- 
tive specimen  of  this  Standard  Silver  variety,  with  the  added  ben- 
efit of  an  historic  provenance. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Randolph  S.  Rothschild  Collection,  October 
2003,  Lot  1048.  Earlier  from  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  Robert 
Branigan  Estate,  August  1978,  Lot  1783. 


Toned  1870  Standard  Silver  Dime 


(2x  photo) 

1056  1870  pattern  dime.  J-843,  942.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-64  (NGC). 

Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Pleasing  pale  sea  blue  toning  and  rose-violet 
highlights  decorate  both  sides.  Deeply  reflective  fields  and  the  usual 
satiny  devices,  the  reverse  more  heavily  mirrored  than  the  obverse. 
An  attractive  specimen. 

NGC  Census:  3;  5 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 


Gem  1870  Standard  Silver  100 


(2x  photo) 


054  1870  pattern  dime.  J-838,  P-929.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-66 
(NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Lively  lustre  on  reflective  brilliant 
silver  gray  surfaces,  with  pleasing  splashes  of  blue  and  coppery 
toning  on  both  sides.  Boldly  struck  and  full  of  visual  appeal.  This 
general  type  is  known  in  dozens  of  varieties  over  the  life  of  the 
“Standard  Silver”  series,  but  for  those  collectors  who  seek  one 
beautiful  example  for  type,  we  heartily  recommend  examining 
this  fine  piece. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


055  1870  pattern  dime.  J-838,  P-929.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-61 
(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  deeply 
mirrored  fields.  Far  more  attractive  than  this  grade  may  suggest, 
with  only  some  subtle  hairlines  noted  under  study.  A fine  choice 
for  a pattern  type  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  6 finer  (Proof-65  finest). 


Rare  Aluminum  1870  Dime  Pattern 
Standard  Silver 


(2x  photo) 


1057  1870  pattern  dime.  J-860,  P-941.  Rarity-8.  Proof-65  Cameo 
(PCGS).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  A beautiful  specimen  of  this 
very  rare  issue  in  that  most  precious  of  1870s  metals — alumi- 
num! Bright  and  brilliant  surfaces  show  dramatic  reflectivity  and 
nicely  frosted  devices,  an  unusual  aspect  for  Standard  Silver  is- 
sues. The  fields  are  lustrous  and  free  of  post-striking  flaws,  though 
a few  mint-made  planchet  fissures  are  present.  One  planchet  flaw 
is  noted  under  the  first  A in  AMERICA  and  will  serve  as  an  iden- 
tifier, less  obvious  ones  are  present  on  either  side  of  the  last  D in 
STANDARD.  While  Standard  Silver  patterns  are  not  so  elusive 
in  silver  or  copper,  aluminium  specimens  are  typically  quite  rare, 
particularly  so  in  the  case  of  this  variety.  Advanced  pattern  col- 
lectors are  to  be  advised  that  years  may  pass  before  their  next 
chance  to  buy  this  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 
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'l  l IH  CLASSIC:S  SAl.h 


Exceptional  1879  Washlady  Dime 

Proof-67  CAM  (NGC) 


1058  1879  pattern  dime.  J-1584,  P-1777.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-67 
Cameo  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A superlative  gem  speci- 
men of  one  of  the  most  acclaimed  issues  in  the  long  history  of 
American  pattern  coins.  The  surfaces  are  entirely  briUiant,  w'ith 
deeply  mirrored  fields  and  finely  frosted  motifs  that  define  the 
Cameo  designation.  The  “black  and  white”  contrast  is  dramatic  at 
arm’s  length  and  impeccable  up  close.  Strike  is  usually  a signifi- 
cant concern  for  Washlady  dimes,  as  most  show  severe  flatness  on 
Liberty’s  hair.  This  example  is  not  entirely  immune  from  that  phe- 
nomenon but  the  strike  is  far  better  than  typically  encountered, 
with  most  of  the  hair  nicely  defined.  As  strike  is  more  of  a concern 
than  technical  grade  on  this  issue  (most  are  fairly  nicely  preserved), 
savvy  collectors  should  pay  careful  attention  to  this  piece.  The  re- 
verse, which  also  sometimes  suffers  from  dramatic  softness  is  en- 
tirely defined  here,  just  a little  flat  on  M of  DIME  and  a few  of  the 
beads  below.  This  specimen  is  certain  to  be  a highlight  in  its  next 
owner’s  cabinet. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  designation. 


Popular  1875  “Sailor’s  Head”  200 


1059  1875  pattern  twenty  cents.  J-1392,  P-1535.  Rarity-6-.  Proof- 
62  (NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Pale  champagne  toning  on  even 
gray  surfaces.  Deeply  reflective  and  quite  attractive,  with  well  struck 
design  elements  and  only  some  fine  hairlines  noted.  Quite  appeal- 
ing for  the  assigned  grade  and  worthy  of  strong  bidding,  as  this 
popular  type  continues  to  enamor  collectors. 

NGC  Census:  2;  5 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 


Exciting  1865  With  Motto  25  Cents 


Copper 


1060  1865  pattern  quarter.  J-426,  P-498.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66  BN 
(NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A superb  gem  example  of  this 
popular  type.  Deeply  refiective  fields  exhibit  mottled  and  attrac- 
tive toning  in  shades  of  gold,  rose,  and  blue  over  surfaces  best  de- 
scribed as  chocolate  brown  throughout.  The  strike  is  impeccable 
and  the  devices  arc  nicely  frosted.  A few  little  planchet  chips  and 
flecks  of  toning  are  present,  but  neither  is  detected  unless  a con- 
certed effort  is  made  to  find  them.  Struck  in  sets  for  collectors  in 
the  late  1860s  and  a bit  later,  the  1865-dated  (and  earlier)  issues 
with  the  “In  God  We  Trust”  reverse  of  1866  and  were  popular 
then  and  now.  Such  popularity  may  be  caused  by  the  anachronistic 
nature  of  the  millings,  or  by  the  association  with  the  very  rare  1866 
No  Motto  pieces.  Either  way,  specimens  of  the  quarter  and  other 
denominations  are  rarely  encountered  this  nice,  making  this  lot  a 
grand  opportunity. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Gem  1869  Standard  Silver  25  Cents 

Copper 


1061  1869  pattern  quarter.  J-723,  P-804.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65  RB 
(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Lovely  deep  orange-red  mint 
color  is  only  barely  faded  at  centers,  thus  evoking  the  RB  designa- 
tion. Fully  lustrous,  nicely  mirrored,  and  well-preserved.  Some 
flecks  are  typical  of  the  composition  and  arc  mostly  consigned  to 
the  peripheries,  though  a splash  of  dark  toning  is  noted  right  of 
OF.  A very  attractive  e.xample  of  this  variety  or  type,  a gem  wor- 
thy of  strong  support. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


1 IE  Classics  Sale 
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Lovely  1869  Copper  250  Pattern 
Proof-64  RD  (PCGS) 


. 062  1869  pattern  quarter.  J-723,  P-804.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64  RD 
(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Bright  orange-red  mint  color  is 
especially  bright  at  the  peripheries,  with  the  reverse  showing  a 
gorgeous  deep  red  tone.  Some  scattered  flecks  undoubtedly  ac- 
count for  the  assigned  grade,  but  the  color  is  intact  and  the  visual 
appeal  is  very  nice  indeed.  A strong  example  of  this  issue,  rarely 
found  with  richer  color  or  in  finer  condition  than  here. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  designation. 


Rare  1870  Quarter  Pattern 

Struck  in  Aluminum 


(2x  photo) 


063  1870  pattern  quarter.  J-880,  P-978.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65 
(PCGS).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous, 
with  deeply  mirrored  fields  contrasting  sharply  with  heavily  frosted 
fields.  Encapsulated  before  the  dawn  of  the  “cameo”  designation, 
this  piece  would  surely  qualify  today,  with  the  reverse  showing  an 
especially  deep  cameo  effect.  A beautiful  gem  specimen  of  this  at- 
tractive issue,  a variety  that  changes  hands  rarely — the  8th  edition 
Judd  book  lists  the  last  public  offering  as  1990!  Of  course,  with 
fewer  than  six  specimens  known,  this  is  to  be  expected.  This  of- 
fering is  one  that  will  be  capitalized  upon  by  savvy  specialists  in 
the  pattern  series. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (Proof-6fi). 


Exciting  1870  250  Pattern  in  Aluminum 

Regular  Issue  Reverse 


1064  1870  pattern  quarter.  J-887,  P-986.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-66 
(PCGS).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  finely 
frosted  devices  and  heavily  mirrored  fields.  The  reverse  shows  es- 
pecially heavy  frost  on  the  design  elements  and  undoubtedly  quali- 
fies as  cameo,  the  obverse  contrast  is  somewhat  less  but  still  per- 
haps within  the  parameters  of  the  cameo  designation.  The  eye  ap- 
peal is  what  could  be  expected  of  a Proof-66,  and  the  strike  is  what 
could  be  expected  of  aluminum.  A rare  issue  with  the  regular- 
issue  With  Motto  reverse,  here  offered  in  superlative  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Lovely  Gem  1870  Standard  Quarter 


1065  1870  pattern  quarter.  J-888,  P-987.  Rarity-5.  Proof-66 
(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Richly  toned  in  blue  and  pale  olive 
over  brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  is 
chiefly  brilliant  with  some  faint  rosy  highlights.  A beautiful  and 
well  struck  example  with  the  kind  of  nice  eye  appeal  one  would 
expect  of  a gem.  Struck  from  heavily  clashed  dies,  with  the  outline 
of  the  ribbon  plain  atop  the  reverse.  An  interesting  and  high  qual- 
ity specimen  of  this  silver  is.sue. 

NGC  Census:  4;  2 finer  (Proof-67). 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 


l i iM  Classk:s  SAl.h 


1870  Standard  Silver  Quarter  Pattern 

Proof-66  (NGC) 


(2x  photo) 


1066  1870  pattern  quarter.  J-906,  P-994.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66 
(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  abundant 
lustre  on  deeply  mirrored  fields.  The  reverse  devices  are  some- 
what frosty  and  present  a modest  cameo  contrast,  while  the  ob- 
verse is  more  satiny.  The  surfaces  are  pristine  but  for  some  tiny 
mint-made  planchet  chips,  as  often  seen  on  this  issue  and  the  Proofs 
of  this  period.  A lovely  example,  fit  for  the  most  picky  collectors. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Famous  1879  Washlady  Quarter 


1067  1879  pattern  quarter.  J-1590,  P-1783.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-63 
(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Frosty  silver  gray  with  flint  cham- 
pagne toning  on  the  reverse.  A lovely  example  of  this  popular  and 
famous  rarity,  boasting  a very  strong  strike  for  the  issue,  with  only 
minor  softness  in  the  highest  points  of  the  reverse  design.  The 
fields  are  deeply  mirrored  and  the  devices  show  strong,  if  not  full, 
contrast.  A few  parallel  lines,  inherent  in  the  planchet,  are  visible 
at  central  obverse;  no  notable  post-striking  flaws  are  visible  under 
scrutiny  save  for  a few  spare  hairlines.  Those  who  have  sought  this 
issue  would  do  well  to  examine  this  opportunity  closely,  as  the 
Washlady’s  fame  only  increases  but  the  tiny  supply  remains  static. 
Wise  bidders  will  submit  a premium  bid  on  this  lot. 

NGC  Census:  1;  3 finer  (Proof-68  finest). 


1862  With  Motto  Half  Dollar  Rarity 

“God  Our  Trust” 


1068  1862  pattern  half  dollar.  J-293,  P-351.  Rarity-5.  Proof-65 
Cameo  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  stark 
contrast  between  deep  mirrored  fields  and  heavily  frosted  design 
elements.  A beautiful  specimen,  exhibiting  pristine  fields  that  re- 
tain the  original  planchet  preparation  lines  on  the  reverse.  A fasci- 
nating issue,  perhaps  struck  in  the  late  1860s,  wdth  a Proof  1862 
regular-issue  half  dollar  obverse  mated  to  a reverse  sporting  the  “Gtxl 
Our  Trust”  motto,  one  of  those  discussed  in  the  pre-production 
stages  that  led  to  the  adoption  of  “In  God  We  Trust"  ca.  1864-66. 
Those  patterns  with  this  motto  have  always  been  popular,  but  few 
specimens  could  compete  with  this  in  terms  of  overall  qualirv. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  designjtion. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 
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Toned  1869  Standard  Silver  500 


Cameo  1870  “Standard”  Pattern  500 
Judd-952 


1069  1869  pattern  half  dollar.  J-742,  P-823.  Rarity-5.  Proof-63 
(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Pleasing  toning  dominated  by  deep 
olive  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  closer  to  brilliant  with  fine 
pale  toning  of  gold  and  a bright  center  of  blue  and  violet.  An  attrac- 
tive example,  the  reverse  bursting  with  lustre  and  reflectivity.  En- 
capsulated in  a first  generation  “rattler”  PCGS  holder. 

Cameo  Proof  1870  Pattern  500 


1070  1870  pattern  half  dollar.  J-934,  P-1040.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 
Cameo  (PCGS).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Brilliant  with  faint  cham- 
pagne toning  on  very  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  frosted  devices. 
A charming  specimen  that  carries  gem-quality  visual  appeal  and 
only  a little  spot  outside  star  6 that  requires  mention.  Well  struck 
for  the  issue  and  most  attractive.  This  variety  features  the  regular 
issue  half  dollar  design  on  the  reverse;  what  a nice  addition  this 
could  make  to  a Seated  Liberty  half  dollar  cabinet! 

PCGS  Population;  2;  none  finer  within  designation. 

Choice  Proof  1870  “Standard”  500 


1071  1870  pattern  half  dollar.  J-939,  P-1066.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64 
(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Lovely  brilliant  silver  gray  with 
splashes  of  pleasing  orange-tan  toning  on  the  obverse.  As  typical 
for  this  series,  the  deep  mirrors  are  impressively  reflective,  while 
the  devices  on  this  specimen  are  rather  satiny.  The  strike  is  very 
nice,  as  is  the  eye  appeal,  with  only  a few  little  contact  points  and 
minor  hairlines  visible  when  scrutinized.  A particularly  fine  speci- 
men of  this  variety  or  type,  pedigreed  to  two  famous  collections. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  within  designation  (Proof-65). 

From  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  Robert  Braiiigan  Estate,  Au- 
j^ust  1978,  Lot  1830;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Randolph  S.  Rothschild  Collec- 
tion, October  2003,  Lot  1084. 


(2x  photo) 


1072  1870  pattern  half  dollar.  J-952,  P-1095.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66 
Cameo  (NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  bold 
mirrors  and  highly  frosted  motifs,  the  very  definition  of  cameo 
contrast.  A beautiful  and  untoned  example  with  excellent  surface 
quality,  though  the  central  strike  on  both  sides  shows  some  weak- 
ness, seemingly  a more  common  problem  on  plain  edge  pieces 
than  those  with  reeded  edges  for  whatever  reason.  Superlative  gem- 
quality  eye  appeal,  as  seen  on  this  piece,  is  rarely  overpaid  for. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  designation. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  lUARITIES 
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Exciting  Gem  1870  “Standard”  Half  Dollar 


Copper 


(2x  photo) 


1073  1870  pattern  half  dollar.  J-959,  P-1110.  Rarity-7+.  Proof- 
66  RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A superb  example  of  this 
variety  or  type.  The  surfaces  are  an  even  faded  rose,  not  mottled 
as  the  RB  designation  might  suggest,  but  coolly  faded  over  time 
from  full  blazing  mint  red.  This  even  color  gives  this  piece  re- 
markable visual  appeal,  with  the  exemplary  surface  quality  only 
adding  to  the  equation.  The  strike  is  full  and  well-rendered,  and 
only  a tiny  spot  under  the  truncation  of  Liberty’s  bust  is  men- 
tioned for  accuracy.  A stellar  quality  example  of  the  “Standard” 
series  in  beautiful  copper. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Exemplary  Cameo  1870  “Standard”  500 

Aluminum 


(2x  photo) 

1074  1870  pattern  half  dollar.  J-992,  P-1122.  Rarity-7-.  Proof- 
67  Cameo  (NGC).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  A remarkable  ex- 
ample, fully  brilliant  and  looking  essentially  as  it  did  the  day  it 
left  the  mint.  The  cameo  contrast  is  a textbook  case,  bold  and 
appealing,  with  the  fields  showing  particularly  nice  mirrors.  The 
visual  appeal  is  superb,  and  the  strike  elicits  every  last  detail  from 
the  die.  Magnification  reveals  a tiny  nick  in  front  of  Liberty’s 
diadem.  A beautiful  specimen  of  this  popular  type  in  rarely-en- 
countered aluminum. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 
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Rare  1871  Indian  Princess  500  Rare  Aluminum  1869  Dollar 

Copper  Off-Metal  Trial 


(2x  photo) 


075  1871  pattern  half  dollar.  J-1112,  P-1248.  Rarity-7-.  Proof- 
65  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Appealing  chocolate  brown 
surfaces  show  gold  and  rose  toning  in  the  finely-mirrored  obverse 
fields  and  olive  highlights  on  the  reverse.  As  soundly  struck  as  ever 
seen  for  this  impractical  high  relief  type,  with  nearly  all  fine  details 
present  even  on  the  highest  points  of  the  design.  The  surfaces  are 
very  nice,  with  only  some  minor  scattered  flecks,  as  one  might 
expect.  This  type  is  rarely  encountered;  about  a dozen  are  thought 
to  exist  all  told.  As  evidenced  by  the  NGC  Census,  which  indi- 
cates only  one  specimen  certified  at  a higher  grade,  this  piece  ranks 
with  the  very  finest. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer  within  designation. 


(2x  photo) 


1076  1869  pattern  dollar.  J-764,  P-849.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  (NGC). 

Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  A beautiful  example,  struck  in  an  exotic 
composition  from  regular  issue  dies,  marketed  to  collectors  in  spe- 
cial year  sets  at  the  time.  Brilliant  silver  surfaces  with  deep  mirrors 
and  frosted  devices  contrasting  sharply.  The  surfaces  are  relatively 
free  of  “business,”  with  a curved  lint  mark  present  in  the  right  ob- 
verse field  and  a few  reverse  flecks  noted.  The  strike  is  a trifle  weak 
at  Liberty’s  knees  and  chest,  but  nicely  detailed  elsewhere — this 
weakness  may  be  a result  of  the  dies  being  left  in  the  same  setting  as 
a silver  strike  but  the  aluminum  planchets  being  somewhat  thinner. 
The  visual  appeal  is  outstanding.  Seated  Liberty  dollar  collectors  have 
long  been  fascinated  by  the  various  off-metal  strikes,  and  the  stark- 
ness of  untoned  aluminum  has  enraptured  many  pattern  specialists, 
making  for  great  demand  on  this  Judd  number. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-66). 
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I’HE  Classics  Sale 


Attractive  1870  Pattern  $1 


1077  1870  pattern  dollar.  J-1003,  P-1135.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-62 
(PCGS).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Brilliant  with  subtle  and  attractive 
gray  toning  on  both  sides.  The  fields  are  nicely  reflective,  the  de- 
vices satiny,  the  eye  appeal  excellent.  Well  struck  down  to  the  eagle’s 
talons,  a most  acceptable  piece  whose  visual  appeal  easily  transcends 
the  grade  as  assigned.  Bold  double  striking  plain  at  the  reverse  leg- 
ends, some  hairlines  noted  with  a glass.  This  coin  would  make  a 
very  nice  addition  to  most  collections. 


Choice  Proof  1870  Pattern  $1 

Copper 


1078  1870  pattern  dollar.  J- 1004,  P-1136.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  RD 
Cameo  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Full  rich  orange-red  mint 
color  with  deeply  mirrored  fields.  A beautiful  example,  hardly  faded 
at  all  from  full  brilliance.  The  strike  is  bold,  as  the  CAM  designa- 
tion may  suggest,  and  the  surface  quahty  is  very  nice — gem-qual- 
ity but  for  some  scattered  flecks  and  a few  hairlines  that  only  make 
their  presence  known  under  magnification  and  a bright  light.  A 
dollar-sized  pattern  in  copper  is  a beautiful  sight,  something  that  is 
somewhat  without  compare  in  American  coinage,  as  this  nation 
never  struck  truly  large-sized  copper  coins  as  did  other  nations. 
This  e.xotic  fiair,  and  the  beauty  of  the  metal,  makes  for  some  un- 
forgettable items  to  be  collected — this  variety  is  one  of  them,  here 
offered  in  top-shelf  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer  within  designation. 


Gem  Proof  1878  Goloid  Metric  $1  Pattern 

The  Eliasberg  Specimen 
Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


1079  1878  pattern  dollar.  J-1563,  1754.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-66 
(NGC).  Goloid  composition  (1  part  gold;  16.1  parts  silver;  1.9 
parts  copper;  14.25  grams  total  weight).  Reeded  edge.  A satiny 
beauty  with  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  richly  mirrored  fields.  A 
special  specimen  in  many  regards,  not  least  of  which  is  its  prov- 
enance from  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  while  its  stand-alone  status 
at  Proof-66  in  the  NGC  annals  is  also  quite  noteworthy.  A superb 
Proof  example  of  the  issue  with  a pedigree  every  bit  as  important 
as  its  stellar  grade! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

The  listed  metallic  content  of  this  pattern  issue  states  1 part  gold,  16.1  parts 
silver,  and  1.9  parts  coppers,  which  totals  17.1  parts  precious  metal  per  1.9  parts 
copper,  which  is  actually  .900  fineness  (standard  U.S.  coinage  practice  of  the 
era)  for  precious  metal  content. 

From  the  Chapman  Brothers  sale  of  the  M.  A.  Brown  Collection,  April 
1897,  Lot  64,  toJ.M.  Clapp;  Clapp  Estate,  1942,  to  Louis  E.  Eliasberg. 
Sr. ; Bowers  and  Merena ’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. , Collection, 
Part  I,  May  1996,  Lot  281. 
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Copper  1885  Morgan  Dollar  Pattern  Rarity 
J-1748,  Low  Rarity-7 
Lettered  Edge 


1081  1885  pattern  dollar.  J-1748,  P-1960.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  RB 
(NGC).  Copper.  Lettered  edge.  From  the  regular  Morgan  dollar 
dies  of  the  date,  but  with  an  experimental  edge  style  that  features 
our  nation’s  motto,  E PLURIBUS  UNUM,  in  raised  letters.  A 
great  numismatic  prize  within  the  pattern  series,  J-1748  has  ap- 
peared at  auction  just  six  times  in  the  past  decade,  which  certainly 
attests  to  the  rarity  of  the  variety.  The  present  specimen  is  deep 
chocolate  brown  with  splashes  of  bright  rose  and  electric  blue  on 
the  high  points.  Only  one  example  ofJ-1748  has  been  called  Proof- 
65  RI3  by  NGC — the  present  coin — andjust  one  example  has  been 
graded  finer  by  that  firm.  A sharp  example  that  readily  deserves 
the  high  accolades  accorded  it  from  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  RB). 

Popular  1873  Trade  Dollar  Pattern 
J-1276,  Rarity-5 
None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


1082  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  J-1276,  P-1418.  Rarity-5.  Proof- 
65  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Dies  by  William  Barber.  Deep 
silver  gray  with  golden  brightness  in  Miss  Liberty’s  tresses,  and 
with  deep  and  rich  neon  blue  highlights  elsewhere.  Sharply  struck. 
A popular  trade  dollar  pattern  with  a Rarity-5  rating  that  makes 
for  an  easy  entry  into  the  world  of  silver  patterns — not  a great  rar- 
ity in  the  scheme  of  all  things  patternlike,  but  very  scarce  and  highly 
desirable  nonetheless.  Indeed,  the  present  specimen  is  tied  for  fin- 
est certified  by  NGC,  which  speaks  volumes  about  its  overall  qual- 
ity. Sure  to  excite  more  than  just  one  bidder,  which  will  make  for 
interesting  results  when  this  gem  crosses  the  auction  block. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  here  that  the  word  LIBERTY  on  Miss  Liberw's  tiara 
was  first  punched  higher  on  the  tiara,  mostly  etTaced,  and  then  repunched  in  its 
present  position;  careful  examination  reveals  faint  remnants  ot  the  tirst  LIB- 
ERTY above  LIBER  on  the  present  coin. 


080  1879  pattern  dollar.  J-1614,  P-1810.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-67  RB 
(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Mainly  deep  red  with  bursts  of 
lilac  and  neon  blue  iridescence.  Obverse  of  the  regular-issue  Mor- 
gan dollar,  but  with  what  this  writer  calls  the  “Teutonic”  reverse, 
featuring  an  eagle  that  would  look  more  at  home  on  a 19th-cen- 
tury Prussian  coin.  A sharply  presented  gem  with  strong  eye  ap- 
peal that  easily  measures  up  to  the  “finest  certified”  assessment 
placed  upon  it  at  PCGS.  Examples  of  this  rare  variety  have  ap- 
peared at  auction  just  a half  dozen  or  so  times  in  the  past  decade, 
with  the  present  coin  the  finest  of  the  variety  to  appear  in  several 
years.  A surefire  addition  to  any  advanced  pattern  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 


Gem  Proof  1879  Copper  $1  Pattern 
J-1614,  Low  Rarity-7 
Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 
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I HKKH  c:)l^IAL  AND  PRIVATE 
GOLD  COINS 

Territorial  and  private  gold  coins  have  long  been  popular,  with 
nuniisinatists  taking  note  of  them  from  the  days  when  they  were  ac- 
tually circulating  (though,  unfortunately,  saving  few  perfect  speci- 
mens for  their  collections!).  Territorials  today  enjoy  a high  level  of 
prominence  due  to,  among  other  things,  the  discovery  of  the  S.S. 
Central  America  and  the  rediscovery  of  the  Old  West  as  a fascinating 
period  in  the  history  ot  the  world,  not  just  our  own  nation!  Of  course, 
the  series  begins  not  in  California,  but  in  the  American  South,  where 
the  first  gold  rushes  started  when  California  was  nothing  but  a few 
Spanish  missions.  Our  selection  of  this  series  begins  with  a fine  of- 
fering of  coins  from  the  Bechtler  family,  including  specimens  of  both 
stellar  quality  and  rarity.  MS-64  is  a nearly  unheard  of  grade  for  an 
1850  Moffat  piece  - but  one  is  included  here!  The  presently  offered 
1852  Wass  Molitor  S5  piece  is  also  of  world-class  quality,  and  the 
1860  Mormon  series  is  always  popular  (especially  so  in  nice  Mint 
State,  as  here  offered).  Popular  issues  from  the  Colorado  gold  rush 
firm  of  Clark,  Gruber,  & Company  and  the  diminutive  issues  in 
fractional  denominations  by  thejewelers  of  California  round  out  our 
offering. 


High-Grade  C.  Bechtler  $1 
28.  G High 


1083  Undated  (1834-37)  C.  Bechtler  SI  gold.  Kagin-2.  Rarity-7+. 
28G  High.  MS-61  (NGC).  A rare  Mint  State  example  of  this 
scarcer  Bechtler  variety,  outpaced  by  those  graded  at  NGC  by  only 
a single  example,  while  FCGS  has  not  rated  any  examples  at  the 
Mint  State  level.  Bright  greenish  yellow  gold  with  some  prooflike 
reflectivity.  A tew  minor  scratches  are  noted,  but  the  coin  is  sharply 
struck  and  well  executed  overall.  The  rotation  of  the  dies  is  signifi- 
cantly off.  as  on  nearly  every  Bechtler  coin  seen.  However,  com- 
parison with  the  e.xample  of  the  same  variety  in  the  lot  to  follow 
suggests  that  the  Bechtler  dies  were  essentially  free  to  roam  where 
rotation  is  concerned.  Both  rotations  are  otT,  but  they  also  differ 
from  e.ich  other  by  about  90°.  Considering  the  rarity  of  the  die  va- 
riety and  the  likelihood  that  relatively  few  were  produced  to  begin 
with,  it  seems  likely  that  the  die  rotation  was  chosen  at  random  by 
the  machinery. 

NGC  Census:  I;  1 finer  (MS-63). 


Attractive  C.  Bechtler  $1 
28.  G High 


1084  Undated  (1834-37)  C.  Bechtler  SI  gold.  K-2.  Rarity-7+.  28. 
G High.  AU-58  (NGC).  A second  example  of  this  rare  variety 
with  very  satisfying  warm  orange  gold  surfaces  and  no  significant 
marks  other  than  a small  rough  depressionjust  right  of28.  G,  appar- 
ently the  result  of  a minor  planchet  flaw  or  struck  through  debris. 
Minor  encrustation  is  noted  in  the  recesses  of  the  legend,  adding  to 
the  appcahng  originality  of  the  piece.  Sharply  and  evenly  struck. 
NGC  Census:  3;  2 finer  (MS-63  finest). 


Lovely  C.  Bechtler  $2.50 
With  Dramatic  Cud  Break 


1085  Undated  (1837-42)  C.  Bechtler  $2.50  gold.  K-10.  Rarity-5. 
67  Gr.  MS-62  (NGC).  A beautiful  example  with  much  to  offer  in 
terms  of  origjnahty.  Mellow  greenish  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  pleas- 
ant underlying  lustre  and  overtones  of  soft  orange  adding  to  the  vi- 
sual appeal.  Boldly  struck  with  full  definition  of  all  details  including 
the  rims  and  denticles.  A choice  specimen  in  every  respect.  Struck 
from  a shattered  obverse  die  with  three  radial  cracks  from  the  rim, 
one  extending  to  the  lower  left  base  of  the  2,  a second  to  the  upper 
left  corner  of  the  first  E of  BECHTLER,  and  the  third  through  the 
T of  BECHTLER,  turning  leftward  to  the  H.  The  die  is  also  bro- 
ken at  the  R ofBECHTLER,  filhng  the  lower  portion  of  the  letter, 
and  most  notably  above  the  second  E ofBECHTLER  where  a size- 
able cud  has  developed.  The  cud  break  was  the  last  of  these  five 
breaks  to  appear,  as  other  examples  of  the  variety  are  known  with 
slightly  earher  states  of  the  three  radial  cracks,  but  with  no  sign  of 
the  cud.  This  obverse  was  paired  with  three  other  reverses,  all  in 
earlier  states. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 
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Scarce  C,  Bechtler  $2.50 
22  CARATS 


(2x  photo) 

086  Undated  (1837-42)  C.  Bechtler  $2.50  gold.  K-11.  Rarity-6. 
64  Gr.  MS-60  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  with  pleasing  golden  brown 
patina  over  yellow-green  Georgia  gold  surfaces.  Some  lustre  remains 
in  the  recesses.  From  the  same  obverse  die  as  used  to  strike  the  Kagin- 
10  example  in  the  previous  lot,  the  present  piece  exhibiting  an  ear- 
lier state  with  no  cud  break  and  no  radial  break  to  the  first  E of 
BECHTLER.  All  of  the  other  breaks  noted  above  appear  here,  in 
slightly  earlier  states. 

NGC  Census:  2;  4 finer  (MS-62  finest). 


Pleasing  C.  Bechtler  $5 
August  1,  1834 


087  1834  C.  Bechtler  $5  gold.  K-17.  Rarity-5.  140  Gr.  AU-55 
(NGC).  Soft  greenish  gold  with  attractive  honey  gold  overtones 
and  traces  of  pale  blue.  A few  minor  hairlines  are  noted,  but  no 
other  marks  of  any  noteworthy  consequence  are  seen.  Evenly  struck 
with  good  rims  and  an  overall  uniform  and  pleasing  aspect.  A popu- 
lar dated  issue,  something  of  an  anomaly  from  the  extensive  Bechtler 
series  considering  that  the  engraved  date  appears  on  only  two  dies 
of  the  34  different  used  by  the  Bechtlers,  as  identified  by  Don  Kagin 
in  his  Private  Gold  Coins  and  Patterns  of  the  Ufiitcd  States. 


C.  Bechtler  $5  Gold 
134.G.  With  Star 


1088  Undated  (1837-42)  C.  Bechtler  $5  gold.  K-20.  Rarity-4.  134. 
G.  With  Star.  MS-61  (NGC).  Some  proofUke  reflectivity  remains 
in  the  recesses  around  the  legend,  while  beautiful  orange  and  violet 
toning  over  green  gold  surfaces  accents  the  visual  appeal.  Well  struck 
save  for  some  peripheral  softness  at  CARO,  and  at  the  same  position 
on  the  denominated  side,  likely  due  to  an  uneven  planchet  as  the  va- 
riety is  typically  sharp.  Satisfyingly  original  and  very  desirable  as  such. 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 


Attractive  A.  Bechtler  $5 


1080  Undated  (1842-50)  A.  Bechtler  $5  gold.  K-27.  Rarity-5-.  134 
G.  AU-58  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  traces  of  soft  orange 
toning  near  the  rims.  Sharp  and  evenly  struck  with  generous 
prooflike  reflectivity  remaining  around  the  legends  on  both  sides. 
A few  minor  planchet  striations  arc  noted,  as  made,  and  as  are  found 
on  many  specimens  seen.  Many  examples  have  these  striated  flaws 
to  a far  greater  degree  than  found  on  the  present  coin. 

NGC  Census:  5:  none  finer. 
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Desirable  1850  Moffat  $5  Gold 

Choice  Mint  State 


1090  1850  Moffat  & Co.  $5  gold.  K-7a.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Bright  yellow  gold  with  generous  amounts  of  rich  lustre  on  both 
sides.  About  as  well  struck  as  is  ever  seen,  though  the  reverse  has  a 
rather  rough  appearance  due  to  the  fact  that  the  die  had  begun  to 
crack  and  crumble  heavily,  with  an  easily  seen  network  of  cracks 
and  chips  extending  throughout  the  legend.  Fairly  scarce  overall,  as 
are  most  territorial  issues;  this  issue  is  very  rare  in  higher  grades 
such  as  that  offered  here.  Though  several  examples  are  graded  Mint 
State,  NGC  has  seen  only  four  pieces  worthy  ofa  grade  in  the  choice 
or  gem  category,  with  the  present  coin  being  the  second  finest  piece 
graded  by  that  firm.  An  important  high-grade  specimen  that  is  cer- 
tain to  be  found  quite  satisfying  by  its  next  owner. 

NGC  Census;  I;  1 finer  (MS-65). 


(2x  photo) 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1853  Assay  $20 


ilh'  GciLn-  . 
f ^ 1 ^ K 'd . 


£C*yfciftTfi 


1091  1853  U.S.  Assay  $20  gold.  K-18.  Rarity-2.  900  THOUS.  MS- 
62  (NGC).  Brilliant  honey  yellow  gold  with  bold  cartwheel  lustre 
on  both  sides.  A beautiful  Mint  State  example  with  a few  scattered 
marks  and  a light  rim  bump  that  undoubtedly  accounts  for  the  grade, 
as  the  aesthetic  appeal  is  finer  than  one  might  expect.  Of  those  seen 
by  NGC,  the  present  coin  is  exceeded  in  grade  by  only  a single 
specimen.  A respectable  addition  to  any  territorial  gold  collection. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (MS-63). 
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Rare  1852  Wass,  Molitor  $5 


Small  Head 
The  Kagin  Plate 


(2x  photo) 


092  1852  Wass,  Molitor  & Co.  $5  gold.  K-1.  Rarity-6.  MS-60 
(NGC).  Frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  excellent  lustre  and  sharp 
eye  appeal  overall.  Evenly  struck  with  excellent  definition  of  the 
finer  details,  in  fact,  struck  nearly  as  nicely  as  one  might  expect  from 
a federal  issue  of  the  same  vintage.  Superior  to  many  territorials 
graded  Mint  State,  and  one  of  only  two  examples  of  the  variety 
graded  at  any  level  by  NGC.  For  the  sake  of  completing  the  picture, 
so  to  speak,  PCGS  reports  eight  graded  in  their  population  data,  but 
this  figure  includes  no  Mint  State  specimens.  Quite  possibly  the 
finest  known  example  of  this  rarity,  also  noteworthy  as  the  plate 
coin  in  Don  Kagin’s  reference.  An  important  territorial  rarity. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Prized  1860  Mormon  $5  Gold 


Lion  and  Beehive 


(2x  photo) 


1093  1860  Mormon  $5  gold.  K-6.  Rarity-5+.  MS-62  (NGC).  Bright 
yellow  gold  with  sharp  lustre  and  traces  of  prooflike  reflectivity  m 
the  protected  devices.  Some  scattered  surface  marks  are  noted,  as  is 
a small  dig  in  the  obverse  field,  however,  the  aesthetic  appeal  is  only 
lightly  affected.  Nicely  struck  and  offering  good  detail  on  both  sides. 
One  of  the  most  distinctive  designs  found  among  the  western  terri- 
torial issues,  the  Deseret  Assay  Office  produced  this  interesting  type 
a decade  after  its  more  serious  effort  at  coining  in  1849  and  1850, 
when  four  denominations  were  produced,  S2,50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20. 
Though  the  $10  and  $20  pieces  of  the  earlier  issue  are  by  far  the 
rarest  pieces  from  Utah  Territory,  the  famous  Lion  and  Beehive  $5 
is  seen  far  less  often  than  the  earlier  $2.50  and  $5  pieces,  and  it  is 
counted  among  the  more  interesting  territorial  issues.  The  present 
specimen  is  easily  among  the  finest  known  of  the  type,  with  only  a 
single  piece  graded  finer  by  NGC,  while  PCGS  has  seen  none  finer. 
Typical  examples  in  the  marketplace  are  EF  or  AU,  but  even  the 
famous  Eliasberg  collection  had  only  a EF  to  represent  the  tv'pe. 
Mint  State  examples  are  few  and  far  between,  and  as  such  the  present 
example  stands  high  in  importance. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  (MS-63). 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 


I'l  IH  c:i.Assic;s  Sai  £•: 


i 


Popular  1860  Clark,  Gruber  $5 


1094  1860  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $5  gold.  K-2.  Rarity-4.  MS-62 
(NGC).  Satiny  yellow  gold  with  typical  olive  overtones  toward  the 
centers,  and  rich  orange  gold  toning  around  the  rims  on  both  sides. 
A boldly  struck  specimen  with  nearly  full  detail  in  the  hair  curls, 
and  similar  sharpness  in  the  eagle’s  feathers.  Opposite  the  high  re- 
lief of  Liberty’s  cheek,  the  shield  definition  on  the  reverse  is  a little 
soft  as  there  simply  was  not  enough  metal  available  to  completely 
e.xecute  the  design.  Two  fine  die  cracks  are  visible  on  the  obverse, 
one  from  the  rim  between  stars  seven  and  eight  extends  to  the  edge 
of  the  coronet  above,  while  the  second  crosses  the  1 in  the  date 
while  extending  from  the  rim  to  the  truncation. 


Lustrous  1861  Clark,  Gruber  $2.50 


(2x  photo) 


1095  1861  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  S2.50  gold.  K-5a.  Rarity- 7.  MS-61 
(NGC)  Satiny  honey  gold  .surfaces  with  rich  gold  overtones  on  the 
obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  somewhat  more  olive-gold  in  color. 
Boldly  struck  with  sharp  definition  of  even  the  finest  details  of  each 
side  including  the  shield  on  the  reverse,  which  is  often  found  softly 
executed.  All  of  the  eagle’s  feathers  are  hkewise  sharp,  as  are  the  hair 
curls  and  stars  of  the  obverse.  Precious  few  examples  of  this  popular 
Pikes  Peak  issue  are  graded  higher. 

NGC  Census;  6;  2 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Pleasing  1861  Clark,  Gruber  $2.50 


(2x  photo) 

1096  1861  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $2.50  gold.  K-5a.  Rarity-7.  MS-60 
(NGC).  Bright  greenish  yellow  gold  as  often  seen.  Light  traces  of 
orange  gold  toning  is  noted  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck,  but  with  the 
typically  seen  softness  at  the  shield  and  surrounding  central  areas 
such  as  the  viewer’s  left  wing,  and  the  lower  feathers  of  the  eagle’s 
neck.  Satiny  with  decent  lustre  remaining. 


CALIFOFCNIA  SMALL 
DENOMINATION  GOLD 


1097  Two  California  Small  Denomination  gold  quarter  dollars, 
each  MS-64  (PCGS):  ☆ 1855/4  BG-106.  Ranty-3.  Liberty  Head. 
Prooflike  olive-gold.  Die  State  1 ☆ 1872  BG-791.  Rarity-3.  Indian 
Head.  Frosty  deep  gold  devices  and  mirror  fields,  Die  State  II.  Bum 
cud  at  star  10.  A delightful  duo.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

1098  Quartette  of  popular  California  Small  Denomination  gold 
pieces,  each  certified  by  PCGS:  ☆ 1853/2-DN  Round  5i)(.  BG- 
409.  Rarity-3.  Liberty  Head.  AU-58.  Lustrous  olive-gold.  Die  State 
II,  reverse  die  cracks  ☆ 1876  Round  25(t.  BG-879.  Rarity-4.  Indian 
Head.  MS-62.  Prooflike  deep  gold  with  olive  highlights  ☆ 1871 -G/ 
G Octagonal  50b.  BG-924.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  Lustrous  honey  gold, 
prooflike  ☆ 1870-G  Round  50?.  BG-1022.  Rarity-6.  EF-45.  Deep 
orange  gold.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

1099  Pair  of  California  Small  Denomination  quarter  dollars  grad- 
ing MS-63  (PCGS):  ☆ 1867  BG-805.  Ranty-5-.  Liberty  Head. 
Frosty  olive  gold  with  some  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields  ☆ 
1872/1  BG-868.  Rarity-4+.  Indian  Head.  Deep  golden  yellow  with 
strong  prooflike  quality.  A nice  pair.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


1100  1876/5  Octagonal  $1.  BG-1129.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-4.  MS- 
64  (PCGS).  Deep  and  frosty  honey  gold  motifs  veith  highly  retlec- 
tive  fields.  Date  corrected  in  die  by  hand,  a small  “b.all"  punched 
into  the  5 to  turn  it  into  a 6.  Always  desirable  as  the  largest  denomi- 
nation in  the  series. 
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COMMEMOILATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 

A time  traveler  from  two  decades  ago  - or  even  from  the  193()s  - 
ight  be  surprised  at  how  inexpensive  many  commemorative  issues 
E in  superb  gem  quality,  but  they  might  also  be  amazed  at  the  pre- 
iums  paid  for  truly  outstanding  quality  specimens,  whose  rarity  has 
cently  come  to  the  fore.  Our  selection  includes  the  kind  of  nice 
■ins  most  collectors  yearn  for,  with  many  pieces  in  ideal  gem  grade 
d most  ot  the  classic  issues  included:  the  only  quarter  (the  1893 
ibella),  the  only  dollar  (the  1900  Lafayette),  and  some  of  the  most 
med  half  dollar  issues  like  the  1928  Hawaiian,  present  in  both  gem 
S-65  and  a pleasing  MS-64.  Gold  issues  include  some  of  incred- 
le  quality,  like  an  MS-67  (PCGS)  1903  McKinley  dollar.  The  fol- 
>xdng  lots  bear  careful  reading  by  those  who  seek  to  complete  one 
rt  of  commemorative  set  or  other. 


Lustrous  Gem  Isabella  250 


101  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  A high  degree  of  cartwheel 
lustre  enhances  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  deep  silver  gray  gem.  At- 
tractive ohve  toning  adds  much  to  the  originality  and  visual  appeal. 
A pleasing  specimen  of  our  nation’s  first  commemorative  issue  within 
the  denomination. 


Choice  Mint  State  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 


102  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (ICG).  Abundant  cartwheel  lustre 
on  silver  gray  surfaces  lightly  toned  champagne.  A very  choice  ex- 
ample with  no  serious  distractions,  ready  for  placement  in  a fine 
collection  of  classic  commemoratives. 


1103  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  silver  gem  with 
soft  champagne  toning.  Typical  striking  softness  is  noted  at  the  cen- 
tral reverse. 


1104  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  silver  lustre  with 
golden  brown  overtones  toward  the  centers. 


1105  1937  Antietam.  MS-67  (NGC).  A fully  briUiant  gem  with  excep- 
tional fiery  lustre  and  great  eye  appeal.  Regardless  of  numerical  grade, 
the  collector  who  appreciates  briUiant  gem  commemorative  issues 
would  be  hard  pressed  to  improve  upon  the  present  specimen. 


1106  1935  PCGS-certified  Arkansas  P.D.S.  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS- 
66  ☆ Denver.  MS-65  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-66.  Each  is  satiny  with 
various  degrees  of  soft  mottled  golden  toning.  As  original  and  nicely 
matched  as  can  be,  these  appear  to  have  come  directly  from  Mint 
packaging.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1107  1937  PCGS-certified  Arkansas  P.D.S.  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS- 
66)  ☆ Denver.  MS-66  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-65.  Each  with  attrac- 
tive golden  gray  surfaces  with  hints  of  richer  toning  at  the  rims. 
Another  highly  original  and  nicely  matched  set.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1108  1935  Boone.  Small  1934.  MS-66  (NGC).  Sultry  underlying  lus- 
tre beneath  lilac-gray  highlights,  with  deep  gold  and  rainbow  ton- 
ing highlights  at  the  rims.  A sharp  and  appealing  gem  in  all  regards. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ITARITIES 


I'J  IH  c:i.Assic:s  Sai.k 


1 ■’4 


no**  l‘>37  Boone  P.D.S.  set  grading  MS-66  (PCGS).  All  are  satiny 
and  pleasantly  lustrous  with  various  shades  of  golden  gray  toning. 
Original  and  nicely  matched.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1110  1938  PCGS-certified  Boone  P.D.S.  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS- 
65  ☆ Denver.  MS-65  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-64.  Each  with  satiny 
siK-er  surfaces  with  soft  gray  overtones.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1111  1951  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A vibrantly  toned  gem 
awash  with  pastel  iridescence  around  bright  rosy  centers. 

1112  Trio  of  certified  gem  Mint  State  commemorative  half  dol- 
lars: ☆ 1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  silver  gray  with  cham- 
pagne highlights  ☆ 1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lus- 
trous silver  gray  surfaces  with  a touch  of  golden  toning  ☆ 1936-D 
Texas.  MS-66  (NGC).  Intensely  brilliant  with  a hint  of  pale  golden 
toning  at  the  rims.  A nice  group  overall.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1113  1893  Columbian.  MS-65  (NGC).  Soft  silver  lustre  toward  the 
centers  with  mottled  olive-brown  toning  giving  way  to  soft  russet 
and  blue  toward  the  rims.  A highly  original  and  very  attractive  gem. 


1114  1935  Connecticut.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A blazinggem  specimen  with 
intense  lustre  and  a hint  of  pale  golden  toning.  The  obverse  Charter 
Oak  motif  and  the  reverse  art  deco  eagle  stand  out  to  their  full  ad- 
vantage here.  Simply  lovely. 

1115  Trio  of  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1936  Elgin.  MS-65 
(NGC).  Lustrous  with  mottled  silver  gray  toning  at  the  peripheries 
☆ 1936-S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with 
splashes  of  motded  red  toning  ☆ 1936-S  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Satiny  surfaces  with  mottled  iridescent  toning  at  the  peripheries. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 

Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


1116  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  silver  lustre  with  traces 

of  pale  rose  at  the  centers,  and  deeper  golden  browm  highlights  around 
the  rims.  A little  better  endowed  with  eye  appeal  than  many  ex- 
amples seen.  Full  of  originality  and  very  satisfying  for  the  issue. 


Very  Choice  1928  Hawaiian 


1117  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (NGC).  Nearly  full  silver  brilliance  with 
just  traces  of  light  golden  browm  at  the  obverse  rims.  Highly  lus- 
trous and  offering  much  more  eye  appeal  than  most  Hawaiian  half 
dollars.  A superb  example  for  the  grade. 


1118  1924  Huguenot.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  original  surfaces  with 
lustrous  gray  centers  and  mottled  olive-brown  overtones  across  both 
sides.  Deeply  toned  at  the  rims  from  long  term  storage  in  an  old 
time  Wayte  Raymond  holder,  or  the  like. 


1119  1936  Lynchburg.  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  silver  gray 

lustre  at  the  centers  and  delightful  pastel  overtones  of  soft  rose,  gold, 
and  green  nicely  blended  across  the  fields.  Remarkably  free  of  seri- 
ous marks,  though  some  original  planchet  texture  is  noted  at  the 
centers  as  made. 

Gem  1921  Missouri 

Plain 


1120  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pdeh  sariny  lustre  beneath 
heavy  steel  gray  toning  on  both  sides,  though  a slightly  rosy  eftect  is 
noted.  The  reverse  is  even  more  attractive  wdth  highlights  of  golden 
brown  toning  striated  across  the  surfaces. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


I IE  Classics  Sale 


17  . 


Gem  1921  Missouri  500 
2*4 


1121  1921  Missouri.  2*4.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  lustrous  gem 
example  with  much  eye  appeal.  The  surfaces  are  rich  silver  with  soft 
pearlescent  gray  overtones  and  blushes  of  rose  and  golden  brown.  A 
very  desirable  piece,  as  this  particular  issue  is  quite  a bit  rarer  in  gem 
than  nrany  other  commemorative  issues.  PCGS  has  graded  only  11 
pieces  finer. 


1122  1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Mottled  golden  brown  across 
the  obverse,  with  faint  oHve  and  russet  highhghts.  The  reverse  is 
predominately  lustrous  silver  gray,  but  the  lower  third  of  the  piece  is 
toned  similar  to  the  obverse,  with  additional  traces  around  the  pe- 
riphery. A relatively  scarce  gem  of  an  issue  that  was  released  into 
circulation  after  original  sales  efforts  offering  the  coins  at  $1  each 
produced  unsatisfying  results. 


Gem  1939  Oregon  Trail  Set 

1123  1939  Oregon  Trail  P.D.S.  set  PCGS-certified:  ☆ Philadelphia. 
MS-66  ☆ Denver.  MS-66  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-67.  A beautiful, 
original  example  of  this  scarcest  Oregon  Trail  issue.  Each  coin  of- 
fers satiny  and  lustrous  silver  gray  centers  with  various  degrees  of 
olive,  golden  brown  and  russet  near  the  rims.  Well  matched,  very 
attractive  gems.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1124  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (NGC).  A bold  and  lustrous  gem 
example,  nearly  mark-free  save  for  a couple  of  minor  exceptions  on 
the  reverse.  Rosy  champagne  toning  is  distributed  evenly  across  both 
sides.  A delightful  specimen. 


1125 


1947-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-67  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant 
with  bold  silver  lustre  on  both  sides.  Tied  with  two  other  coins  for 
finest  graded  status  at  NGC.  While  not  normally  a highly  sought 
after  issue,  and  one  that  is  considered  flat  out  common,  the  Booker 
T.  Washington  half  dollars  are  formidable  rarities  in  grades  above 
MS-66. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 


COMMEMOFLATIVE 
GOLD  COINS 


Superb  Gem  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  $1 

McKinley  Portrait 


(2x  photo) 


1126  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait.  MS- 
67  (PCGS).  A fabulous  example  of  this  commemorative  issue,  one 
of  the  very  finest  remaining  of  the  fewer  than  17,500  distributed  of 
the  125,000  pieces  originally  produced  for  sale.  Rich  orange  gold  in 
the  fields  and  at  the  centers,  while  the  rims  are  a brighter  yellow 
tone.  Extraordinary  lustre  on  both  dies,  partly  due  to  the  heavy  metal 
flow  lines  in  the  surfaces  imparted  by  dies  used  in  their  later  states. 
Mint-produced  artifacts  such  as  die  lines  and  file  marks  are  noted 
on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  ranges  from  bold  satiny  centers  to  rough, 
eroded  peripheries  and  it  is  cracked  from  the  rim  to  1 of  1903.  A 
truly  extraordinary  example,  and  the  finest  this  cataloguer  recalls 
having  seen.  Only  a single  coin  is  graded  finer  by  PCGS. 


(2x  photo) 


1127  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait.  MS- 
64  (NGC) . Brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre  on  both  sides,  sharply  struck 
and  nicely  defined.  A few  minor  marks  on  the  portrait  account  for 
the  grade.  Frosty  and  attractive. 
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Choice  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  $1 


(2x  photo) 

1128  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Truly  a 
choice  example  with  enough  aesthetic  appeal  to  challenge  some 
higher  grade  examples.  Bold  satiny  lustre  with  overtones  of  pale  blue 
and  rich  honey  gold. 


Gem  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  $1 


(2x  photo) 


1129  1905  Lewis  & Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A striking  gem 
specimen  with  bold  yellow  gold  lustre  and  semi  prooflike  charac- 
teristics in  the  fields  resulting  in  a rather  flashy  appearance.  Close 
inspection  reveals  fine  die  polish  lines  on  both  sides,  also  partly  re- 
sponsible for  exceptional  lustre  and  eye  appeal.  Also  revealed  are  a 
couple  of  tiny  scratches,  which  account  for  the  grade.  Without  them, 
this  piece  would  stand  much  taller  among  the  very  finest  examples 
remaining  of  the  10,000  pieces  distributed  in  1905.  Today,  any  gem 
example  is  a highly  prized  item. 


Gem  1915-S  Pan-Pac  SI 


{2x  photo) 


1130  1915-S  Panama-  Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-66  (NGC).  Rich  sat- 
iny lustre  on  both  sides,  highlighted  by  pleasing  rose  toning  over 
bright  yellow  gold.  A delightfiil  gem  with  none  other  than  the  most 
minor  marks. 


(2x  photo) 


1131  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous 

with  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  blushes  of  pale  blue.  A very  choice 
example  housed  in  a first  generation  PCGS  holder. 


(2x  photo) 


1132  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus- 
trous yellow  gold. 


Gem  1917  McKinley  $1 


1133  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bold  lustre  over 
rich  orange  gold  surfaces.  Exceptional  eye  appeal,  with  very  few 
light  marks  that  are  only  visible  with  magnification.  A premium 
quality  example  in  this  cataloguer’s  opinion. 
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Gem  1922  Grant  Dollar 
No  Star 


(2x  photo) 


1134  1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-66  (NGC).  A beautiful  gem  example 
of  this  issue  that  saw  a total  issue  of  only  5,000  pieces.  This  type  is 
rather  unusual  among  U.S.  gold  commemorative  issues,  as  all  of 
those  produced  were  distributed,  leaving  none  for  the  melting  pot 
that  destroyed  many  thousands  of  leftover  pieces  during  the  era  of 
the  classic  American  commemorative  programs.  Typical  swirling 
die  polish  hues  are  noted,  mostly  on  the  obverse,  contributing  to 
the  rich  satiny  lustre.  Warm  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  only  the  most 
trivial  of  marks.  Nicer  eye  appeal  than  many  of  the  issue. 


Gem  1915-S  Pan-Pac  $2.50 


1135  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty 
yellow  gold  with  good  lustre  and  aesthetic  appeal.  Characteristic  cir- 
cular die  polish  hues  are  clearly  evident  and  contribute  much  to  the 
overall  look  of  the  issue. 


1136  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS)  Lustrous 
and  satiny  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  pleasing  highlights  ot  honey 
gold  and  rose  toning.  A very  nice  example  for  the  assigned  grade. 


MISCELLANEOUS  U.S.  COINS 


1137  Trio  of  Mint  State  19th-century  type  coins,  all  NGC-certi- 
fied:  ☆ 1861  cent.  MS-64.  Lustrous,  nicely  struck  and  very  attrac- 
tive ☆ 1870  two  cents.  MS-64  ILB.  Lustrous  with  reddish  orange 
toning  mostly  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1892  quarter.  MS-63.  Mottled 
iridescent  blue  and  rich  silver  gray  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse 
is  mostly  brilliant  save  for  a few  golden  brown  flecks  of  toning.  (To- 
tal: 3 pieces) 

1138  Quintette  of  gold  coins:  ☆ 1854  gold  dollar.  Type  11.  EF-45  ☆ 
1836  quarter  eagle.  F-12  ☆ 1860  three  dollar  gold.  AU-50  ☆ 1888 
three  dollar  gold.  EF-45  ☆ 1834  half  eagle.  EF-45.  All  with  minor 
problems.  In-person  inspection  is  recommended.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

1139  Dozen  gold  coins:  ☆ 1843-0  quarter  eagle.  Small  Date.  EF-40. 
Olive-gold  surfaces  ☆ 1878  quarter  eagle.  MS-60.  Lustrous  ☆ 1903 
quarter  eagle.  MS-62.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1835  half  eagle.  EF-40.  Lightly 
cleaned  at  one  time  ☆ 1847  half  eagle.  AU-58.  Lustrous  golden  sur- 
faces ☆ 1879  half  eagle  EF-40.  Yellow  gold  "with  pale  reddish  gold  at 
the  devices  ☆ 1880  EF-40.  Soft  golden  orange  surfaces  'tfr  1883  half 
eagle.  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  a couple  of  minute  copper  spots  noted 
on  the  obverse  ☆ 1901-S  half  eagle.  (2).  MS-63,  Lustrous  golden 
surfaces;  EF-40.  Golden  yellow  with  a hint  of  pale  red  at  the  devices 
☆ 1915  half  eagle.  AU-58.  Lustrous  ☆ 1906-S  eagle.  EF-40.  Golden 
surfaces  with  rich  rose  at  the  devices.  (Total:  12  pieces) 

1140  Half  dozen  gold  coins:  ☆ 1844  quarter  eagle.  Net  EF-40;  sharp- 
ness ofAU-50,  harshly  cleaned  ☆ 1834  half  eagle.  Net  VF-35;  sharp- 
ness ofEF-45,  cleaned  and  lightly  polished  ☆ 1838  half  eagle.  AU- 
53.  Golden  surfaces  ☆ 1842-0  eagle.  AU-50.  Lustrous  golden  sur- 
faces ☆ 1880-0  eagle.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  lightly 
cleaned  ☆ 1873-CC  double  eagle.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-50, 
cleaned.  Each  piece  is  housed  in  an  ACCUGRADE  slab,  however 
the  grades  assigned  are  our  opinions  based  upon  interpretation  of 
today’s  current  grading  standards.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

1141  Quartette  of  gold  coins:  ☆ 1847  quarter  eagle.  AU-53  (SEGS). 
Lustrous  with  reverse  scratches  noted  ☆ 1894  quarter  eagle.  MS-61 
(SEGS).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆1843  eagle.  Doubled  Date.  AU- 
50  (SEGS).  Rich  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1856  double  eagle.  AU-55 
(SEGS).  Cleaned  long  ago.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

1142  Quintette  of  gold  coins:  ☆ 1883  quarter  eagle.  Net  VF-20 
(ANACS);  sharpness  of  AU-50,  ex-jewelry  and  cleaned  ☆ 1843-0 
eagle.  Net  EF-40  (PCI);  sharpness  of  AU-50,  scratched  ☆ 1893- 
CC  eagle.  Net  EF-40  (ANACS);  sharpness  of  AU-50,  scratched  ☆ 
1857  double  eagle.  Net  EF-40  (ANACS);  sharpness  of  AU-50,  pol- 
ished ☆ 1867  double  eagle.  Net  AU-50  (ANACS);  sharpness  of  MS- 
60,  cleaned.  (Total;  5 pieces) 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


I'l  IK  c:i.Assic:s  SAI  K 


l^S 


SILVEK  DOLLARS 

l'>avc  Bowers’  newest  book  - this  one  entitled  the  Official  Redbook 
ot  Dollars  - is  tlying  off  the  shelves,  which  means  that  interest 

in  collecting  silver  dollars  must  be  as  healthy  as  ever!  Of  course,  while 
Morgans  are  the  most  available  and  the  most  common  type  of  the 
senes,  many  other  types  of  silver  dollars  recommend  themselves  eas- 
ily to  advanced  collectors.  Early  dollars  are  pieces  of  exceptional 
beauty,  especially  considering  the  crude  ways  they  were  produced  at 
the  First  Mint,  and  specialists  flock  to  them  to  study  their  varieties 
and  die  states.  Our  sale  includes  one  of  each  date  from  the  1700s  but 
for  the  very  rare  1794  issue,  with  an  unusually  high  grade  and  double 
struck  1797  perhaps  the  most  interesting  among  them.  Several  are  in 
pleasing  collector  grades,  and  well  within  the  reach  of  many  whowould 
like  to  purchase  one.  Selling  three  Gobrecht  dollars  is  always  a treat, 
with  the  popular  1836J-60  leading  off  and  even-rarer  issues  (the  fin- 
est known  J-64  in  copper  and  a choice  Proof  1839)  following  soon 
thereafter.  Seated  dollar  specialists  are  bound  to  be  excited  by  a grand 
discovery  by  Frank  Van  Valen  of  our  staff  - an  1851  Restrike  dollar  (a 
rarity  in  and  of  itself)  that  is  boldly  overstruck  on  an  1846  dollar! 
Such  discoveries  still  happen  in  numismatics,  and  each  one  answers 
one  question  yet  might  bring  up  another  one  still  unanswered  - such 
is  the  joy  of  research.  Other  Seated  highlights  include  pleasing  Mint 
State  specimens  from  1850  and  1854,  a pleasing  1858  (a  Proof-only 
date),  and  other  Proofs  from  1860,  1861,  and  every  date  between 
1863  and  1872,  inclusive!  Choice  examples  of  the  1879-CCand  1889- 
CC  Morgan  dollars  will  be  sold,  as  will  several  Proofs  - a Proof-50 
example  of  the  famous  1895  of  chief  importance  among  them. 


Lovely  1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 
BB-27,  Three  Leaves 


1143  1795  Bowers  Borckardt-27,  Bolender-5.  Rarity-1.  VF-20 
(PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  in  the  context  of  the  VF-2()  grade,  this 
piece  displays  pleasing  light  silver  gray  surfaces  with  some  hints  of 
gold,  is  fairly  well  centered,  and  displays  the  devices  nicely.  This 
particular  variety  is  of  the  so-called  “bar”  style,  with  a raised  die  line 
in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  end  of  Miss  Liberty’s  top  most  curl.  As 
an  example  of  the  variety  for  the  specialist  (although  this  is  not  one 
of  the  rarer  combinations)  or,  more  likely,  for  a pleasing  addition  to 
a type  set,  this  piece  has  much  to  recommend  it. 

Attractive  1796  BB-61  Silver  Dollar 

Small  Date,  Large  Letters 


1144  1796  BB-61,  B-4.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (NGC).  A nice  example  of 
the  1796  BB-61,  obverse  with  Small  Date,  and  reverse  with  Large 
Letters,  this  piece  has  probably  been  cherished  by  numismatists  for 
a long  time,  passing  from  one  collection  to  another.  It  has  light  golden 
gray  toning  with  some  darker  gray  in  the  fields,  with  the  letters  and 
motifs  standing  out  nicely.  The  sharpness  is  about  as  expected  for  an 
EF-40  coin,  such  aspects  being  somewhat  subjective  and  in  recent 
years  less  strict  than  in  earlier  times. 

Although  the  mintage  figure  of  the  1796  is  given  as  72,920  in 
the  Guide  Book  of  United  Slates  Coins,  and  the  same  reference  gives 
the  production  figure  for  1797  as  7,716,  these  numbers  are  in  gross 
error  in  our  opinion,  and  may  have  rcfiected  coins  made  in  a given 
calendar  year,  but  hardly  coins  bearing  those  respecrive  dates.  All  of 
this  is  explained  in  great  detail  in  Dave  Bowers’  two-volume  1993 
study,  Silivr  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A Complete 
Encyclopedia. 

Today  this  variety  is  highly  prized  and  quite  desirable.  The  present 
piece  will  fit  nicely  into  a type  or  specialized  set. 
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Notable  Quality  1797  Silver  Dollar 
Stars  Arranged  10  Left,  6 Right 
Mint  State  Rarer  Thus 
Curiously  Double  Struck 


(2.\  photo) 


1797  BB-71,  B-3.  Rarity-2. 10X6  Stars.  Double  Struck.  MS- 
61  (NGC).  This  is  a coin  with  multiple  appeals,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  know  where  to  begin!  Perhaps  the  grade  should  be  addressed 
first:  this  piece  has  been  certified  as  MS-61  by  NGC,  and,  as  such 
it  stands  among  relatively  few  dollars  of  this  date  and  variety  to 
achieve  such  a high  designation.  The  typical  1797  dollar  (and  there 
are  three  varieties  within  the  year,  BB-71,  72,  and  73)  is  apt  to  be 
VF  or  EF,  hardly  ever  AU,  and  almost  never  Mint  State.  The  present 
piece  has  attractively  toned  over  the  years,  and  displays  a warm 
light  brown-gray  hue,  varied  in  its  aspect,  and  with  abundant  lus- 
tre visible  beneath  the  toning  in  certain  areas,  most  notable  around 
the  devices  on  the  reverse. 

The  sharpness  of  strike  should  also  be  mentioned,  as  it  is  truly 
marvelous,  very  special,  and  unusual  — the  details  of  Miss  Liberty’s 
hair  are  about  as  bold  as  we  have  ever  seen  them,  nearly  all  of  the 
eagle’s  feathers  on  the  breast  can  be  discerned,  and  each  of  the  feath- 


ers in  the  outstretched  wing  is  completely  detailed  as  to  veins.  The 
eagle’s  head  is  sharp,  shows  the  eye,  nostril,  and  other  features,  while 
the  leaves  are  of  such  sharpness  that  they  could  be  used  to  illustrate 
a handbook  on  botany.  The  striking,  however,  goes  beyond  that,  as 
the  piece  was  placed  in  the  coining  press,  struck  once,  after  which  it 
shifted  slightly,  and  then  instead  ofbeing  removed  from  the  press  as 
it  should  have  been,  it  was  struck  again.  Thus  has  generated  one  of 
the  most  interesting  double  strikes  and  mint  errors  we  have  seen  on 
an  early  silver  dollar.  This  lends  another  aspect  of  desirability  to  the 
piece  — the  mint  error  specialist  may  never  again  see  a 1797  dollar 
with  this  remarkable  aspect. 

All  of  the  preceding  said,  the  1797  date  is  one  of  the  keys  in  the 
series,  and  within  that  date  the  curious  star  arrangement  of  10  left, 
and  six  right  is  another  aspect  of  interest.  All  told  we  have  a truly 
memorable  dollar! 

Called  “Triple  Struck”  on  the  NGC  holder. 
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Another  1797  BB-71  Dollar 

Stars  10X6 


1146  1797  BB-71,  B-3.  Rarity-2. 10X6  Stars.  EF-45  (NGC).  Golden 
brown  toning,  with  some  gray  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Indeed,  finer 
than  usually  seen,  with  most  details  excellent,  except  on  the  higher 
areas  for  which  wear  is  evident.  A tiny  planchet  flaw  is  seen  on  the 
border  far  to  the  right  of  the  last  digit  of  the  date.  The  present  coin 
is  certainly  in  the  top  20%,  quality  wise,  of  remaining  examples  of 
this  date  and  variety. 


Scarce  1798  BB-105  Silver  Dollar 
Wide  Date,  Rarity-3 


1147  1798  BB-105,  B-23.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray 
surfaces  on  obverse  and  reverse  with  some  hints  ofiridescence.  Some 
scattered  marks  here  and  there  are  normal  for  the  grade,  but  in  this 
instance  are  fewer  than  typically  seen.  A pleasing  example  of  a vari- 
ety which  at  the  Rarity-3  level  can  be  called  scarce. 


Very  Scarce  1798  BB-112  Dollar 

Heraldic  Eagle 


1148  1798  BB-112,  B-15.  Rarity-3.  VF-30.  Medium  gray  toning  on 

obverse  and  reverse  vvnth  some  hints  of  lilac.  1798  BB-112,  also 
known  as  B- 1 .5,  is  one  of  the  scarce  varieties  of  this  prolific  year. 


Lustrous  1798  Silver  Dollar 
Heraldic  Eagle,  BB-113 


1149  1798  BB-113,  B-27.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  A lovely  speci- 
men with  silver-gold  toning  at  the  centers,  changing  to  hints  of 
magenta  around  the  borders  and  blue  at  the  rims,  a piece  that  must 
have  spent  part  of  its  life  in  one  of  the  old  “National”  coin  albums, 
known  for  imparting  this  toning  quality.  Much  lustre  is  still  abun- 
dant and  in  itself  is  quite  unusual.  The  striking  is  very  good,  with 
excellent  detail  on  nearly  all  of  the  hair  and  on  most  of  the  eagle,  the 
area  right  above  the  shield  being  an  exception.  A few  marks  are  seen 
in  the  left  obverse  field,  no  doubt  accounted  for  when  the  grade  was 
assigned,  and  on  the  reverse  there  is  a lint  mark  above  the  tip  of  the 
branch  in  the  right  talon.  Virtually  all  early  dollars  have  idiosyncra- 
sies of  one  type  or  another,  but  they  are  hardly  ever  mentioned- 
although  we  find  it  interesting  to  do  so. 

This  handsome  dollar  should  attract  bidding  attention  when  it 
crosses  the  auction  block. 


Particularly  Scarce  1798  BB-115  Dollar 


1150  1798  BB-115,  B-31.  Rarity-5.  VF-30  (ANACS).  Somewhat  light 
silver  surfaces  with  yellow-gold,  reflective  save  for  some  darker  ton- 
ing areas,  the  latter  particularly  around  the  date.  A typical  example 
ot  BB-1 15,  a scarce  issue  that  is  seldom  seen  in  any  degree  of  preser- 
vation. The  coin  offered  here  should  be  imminently  affordable. 
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Lustrous  AU  1799/8  Dollar 
BB-143 


152  1799  BB-161,  B-11.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (NGC).  Silver  gray  sur- 
faces with  some  hints  of  gold.  A few  scattered  marks  are  seen  here 
and  there,  but  overall  the  piece  is  attractive.  Some  hints  oflustre  can 
be  discerned  upon  close  inspection. 

Late  state  of  the  die  with  clash  mark  at  OF,  cracks  at  the  left  side  beginning 
above  D (UNITED)  and  extending  through  the  bottom  of  the  ribbon,  grazing  the 
feathers  and  ending  at  the  shield,  with  another  crack  through  UNITE  to  the  arrow 
feathers,  etc. 


“Economy”  1799  BB-166  Dollar 


1153  1799  BB-166,  B-9.  Rarity-l.  F-12  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray 
surfaces.  Pleasingly  and  lightly  worn,  with  much  detail  gone,  as  ex- 
pected for  F-12,  but  still  attractive  overall.  Some  marks  on  the  re- 
verse are  seen,  and  are  not  unusual  for  a coin  of  this  grade,  and  sim- 
ply reflect  that  this  dollar  in  American  commerce  has  “been  there, 
done  that.”  This  is  among  the  plentiful  varieties  of  1799,  and  in  this 
grade  should  be  affordable,  perhaps  for  inclusion  in  a type  set. 

1801  BB-211  Silver  Dollar 


1154  1801  BB-211,  B-1.  Rarity-3.  VF-35  (ANACS).  Silver  surfaces 
with  some  mottled  gunmetal-blue  and  brown.  Well  struck  and  quite 
well  centered,  the  dentils  on  both  sides  being  unusually  prominent 
and  serving  to  frame  the  coin.  A worthwhile  example  of  BB-211, 
somewhat  scarce  as  a variety  and  as  a date. 

Lustrous  1802  BB-241  Dollar 


1155  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  FF-45  (PCGS).  A lustrous  speci- 
men with  ample  mint  frost  visible  in  the  protected  areas,  including 
among  the  stars  and  letters  on  the  obverse,  here  and  there  in  the 
hair,  and  on  the  reverse  in  various  protected  areas.  The  .surfaces  are 
bright  silver  with  a hint  ofbrovsm.  A very  handsome  example  of  the 
date,  variety,  and  grade. 


1151  1799/8  BB-143,  B-2.  Rarity-4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray 
surfaces  with  splashes  of  gold.  Lustre  is  still  evident  in  protected 
areas  such  as  around  the  stars,  in  the  spaces  between  the  hair  locks, 
among  the  date  numerals,  and,  on  the  reverse  near  the  clouds,  let- 
ters, and  other  features.  The  BB-143  is  of  everlasting  interest  as  one 
of  the  relatively  few  overdates  in  the  early  silver  dollar  series  and  for 
its  elusive  character  (Rarity-4).  The  specialist  will  want  to  consider 
this  piece  carefully! 


Desirable  1799  BB-161  Dollar 
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Another  1802  BB-241  Dollar 


1156  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  gray  sur- 
faces with  lighter  toning  on  the  higher  areas,  serving  to  showcase 
the  stars,  letters,  and  designs.  Another  e.xample  of  BB-241,  and,  like 
the  preceding,  quite  worthwhile. 


A Final  1802  BB-241  Dollar 


1157  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Line  them  all  up 
in  a row  and  take  your  pick  — there  is  a nice  selection  of  BB-241 
dollars  in  the  present  catalogue,  of  which  this  is  the  last.  The  sur- 
faces are  a mi.xture  of  light  silver  gray  and  brown.  Well  struck,  at- 
tractive, and  with  some  lustre  here  and  there,  not  particularly  obvi- 
ous to  the  unaided  eye,  but  quite  visible  under  magnification. 


Ever-Popular  1836  Gobrecht  $1 
Judd-60,  Pollock-65 


{2x  photo) 

1158  1836  Gobrecht.  J-60,  P-65.  Rarity-1.  Proof-60.  Silver.  Plain 
edge.  Name  on  base.  Die  Alignment  1,  reverse  eagle  flies  “onward 
and  upward”  in  field  of  26  stars  when  the  coin  is  turned  on  its  hori- 
zontal a.xis,  pellet  before  ONE  and  pellet  after  DOLLAR,  horizon- 
tally aligned.  Medium  lilac-gray  with  reflective  fields  and  modestly 
frosted  motifs.  Sharp  and  appealing  where  strike  is  concerned,  but 
with  some  scattered  rim  bruises  and  some  faint,  shallow  scratches  in 
the  obverse  field  near  the  Liberty  cap.  Still,  it  is  what  it  is,  a Gobrecht 
dollar!  Few  other  issues  in  the  dollar  denomination  arouse  collect- 
ing interest  more  than  the  1836  Gobrecht  dollar.  Long  considered  a 
pattern,  but  in  recent  decades  seen  in  its  true  light,  that  of  a coin 
actually  issued  and  intended  for  circulation  purposes.  The  present 
coin,  while  exhibiting  a few  shortcomings,  is  still  a sharp  and  pleas- 
ing example  of  the  date.  While  it  may  never  end  up  in  a third  parrs' 
certification  service  holder,  it  is  definitely  destined  to  find  its  w.iy 
in  an  advanced  silver  dollar  cabinet. 
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Extremely  Rare  Copper  1836  Gobrecht  $1 
Finest  of  Three  Known 
Judd-64 


159  1836  Gobrecht.  J-64,  P-64.  Rarity-8.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS). 

Copper.  Plain  edge.  Name  in  field.  Die  Alignment  III.  A fantastic 
rarity,  one  of  only  three  in  existence.  Pale  orange-red  mellowed 
from  full  mint  brilliance,  with  subtle  reflectivity  and  full  lustre. 
Boldly  struck  to  fully  realize  the  design,  a pleasing  example  of  this 
great  rarity.  A tiny  curled  lint  mark  is  present  in  the  upper  right 
obverse  field,  a dull  nick  under  F of  OF  identifies  this  piece  as  the 
Carmichael  example,  sold  by  Superior  in  1986.  The  other  examples 
known  are  the  impounded  Byron  Reed  coin,  owned  by  the  City 
of  Omaha,  and  the  Farouk  piece,  graded  Proof-64  RB  by  PCGS. 
This  is  one  of  the  great  rarities  of  the  Gobrecht  series,  a rare  pat- 
tern coined  for  special  collector-clients  of  the  U.S.  Mint  in  the 


decades  after  the  original  coinage.  For  collectors  of  this  fascinating 
series,  few  pieces  could  rival  this  one  for  overall  desirability  or  rar- 
ity — there  is  only  one  other  example  that  anyone  could  ever  hope 
to  own.  A soon-to-be  highlight  in  the  cabinet  of  its  next  owner, 
no  matter  if  that  collector  specializes  in  Gobrecht  dollars,  pattern 
coinage,  or  advanced  rarities  of  the  American  series. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer.  Only  one  other  specimen  has  been  certified 
by  PCGS.  . 

From  Robert  Hughes  sale  ofJaimorY  1980,  Lot  55;  Superior  Galleries’ 
sale  of  the  Hoagy  Carmichael  Collection, January  1986,  Lot  1191;  Bowers 
and  Merena’s  sale  of  January  1995,  Lot  484. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  lUVRITIES 


'l  l IH  c:i.Assic;s  Sai  h 


IS  [ 


Impressive  Choice  Proof  1839  Gobrecht  $1 

J-104,  Rarity-3,  “Restrike” 


(2x  phoco) 


1160  1839  Gobrecht. J-104,  P-116.  Rarity-3.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Sil- 
ver. Reeded  edge.  Die  Alignment  IV,  reverse  eagle  flies  horizon- 
tally in  a plain  field  when  the  coin  is  turned  on  its  vertical  axis,  pellet 
before  ONE  low,  pellet  after  DOLLAR  high.  Lively  amounts  of 
silver  and  gold  iridescence  at  the  obverse  center  give  way  to  bright 
golden  gray  and  deeper  slate,  while  the  reverse  is  an  amalgam  of 
lilac,  gray,  and  pale  gold.  A sharp  and  enticing  example  of  a popular 
rarity.  Called  a “Restrike”  at  the  urging  of  Walter  Breen,  who  sur- 
mised that  only  1839  Gobrecht  dollars  with  Die  Alignment  I re- 
verse style  are  “original.”  However,  at  uspatterns.com,  the  website 
featuring  the  work  of  advanced  pattern  researcher  Saul  Teichman, 
intriguing  research  into  the  date  suggests  that  1839  Gobrecht  dol- 


lars with  Die  Alignment  IV  are  in  the  majority,  while  those  with 
Die  Alignment  III  are  seen  less  often,  and  that  none  were  seen  dur- 
ing the  course  of  research  that  exhibited  Die  Alignment  I character- 
istics. Perhaps  a visit  to  the  website  is  in  order  for  interested  parties, 
as  it  certainly  makes  for  good  reading  and  an  interesting  realign- 
ment of  the  “facts”  regarding  this  date.  The  presently  offered  Choice 
Proof  specimen  is  completely  devoid  of  reverse  die  cracks  of  any 
size  or  in  any  location,  a fact  worth  noting;  the  reverse  of  this  issue  is 
often  cracked  in  several  places  through  the  legend.  Finally,  we  note 
here  thatjust  two  examples  ofJ-104  have  been  graded  finer  than  the 
present  specimen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2 finer  (both  Proof-65). 


1 161  1842  MS-61  (NGC).  Lilac-gray  reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted 

motifs  show  warm  and  bright  golden  iridescence  in  the  recessed 
areas.  Regarding  this  date,  Dave  Bowers  called  it  “the  first  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  variety  that  has  any  claim  to  general  availability  in  Mint 
State,  but,  even  so,  in  absolute  terms  Mint  State  specimens  are  rare.” 
A pleasing  example  of  the  date  and  grade. 


1162  1844  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deep  slate  gray  with  some  rose  highlights 
on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  medium  silver  gray  with  some 
deeper  areas  in  the  protected  regions.  Nicely  struck.  “Quad  stripes' 
obverse;  die  doubling  is  plain  at  the  shield,  where  the  vertical  stripes 
are  in  groups  of  four  (instead  of  groups  of  three  as  on  all  other  Aites 
in  the  series).  Additionally,  the  top  of  an  errant  8 can  be  seen  in  the 
hem  of  Liberty’s  garment  above  the  first  4 in  the  date. 


AMFRICiAN  numismatic:  RARITIHS 
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1164  1850  MS-62  (PCGS).  Open  5,  repunched  0 in  date.  Pleasing  me- 
dium gray  with  warm  peach  iridescence  in  the  recessed  areas  of  the 
obverse.  On  the  reverse,  the  golden  gray  surfaces  support  some  neon 
blue  and  golden  iridescence.  Somewhat  prooflike  in  the  fields,  as 
are  many  known  examples  of  this  rare  date.  From  a small  circulation 
strike  mintage  for  the  date  of  7,500  pieces.  As  might  be  expected 
from  the  small  mintage  for  the  date,  attractive  Mint  State  specimens 
are  few  and  far  between.  Indeed,  it  is  worth  noting  here  that  just 
four  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  than  the  present 
date  by  PCGS,  all  of  those  at  the  MS-63  level.  A choice  and  pleasing 
example  for  the  grade,  one  that  will  do  doubt  receive  plenty  of  bid- 
ding attention. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  4 finer  (MS-63  finest). 


(2x  photo) 

1165  1851  Restrike.  Proof-63  Cameo  (PCGS).  A pale  champagne 
specimen  with  frosty  motifs,  mirrored  fields,  and  a sharp  strike.  In- 
deed, the  strike  couldn’t  be  anything  but  sharp,  as  the  coin  was  care- 
fully struck,  multiple  times  in  an  effort  to  remove  its  1846-dated 
imdcrtype. 

The  present  coin  is  clearly  and  unequivocally  struck  over  a pre- 
existing silver  dollar  of  an  earlier  date,  in  this  instance  1846.  This 
seems  to  be  an  1846  Philadelphia  Mint  dollar,  rather  than  an  1846-0, 
for  there  is  no  trace  of  a “ghost”  O mintmark  below  the  eagle  on  the 
reverse  (as  there  is  in  the  case  of  another  1851  silver  dollar  restnke. 
sometimes  called  a Proof  “1851-0.”  That  piece  is  listed  in  Guth 
and  Garrett’s  Top  100  U.S.  Coins  and  was  last  sold  by  the  Goldberg’s 
in  their  sale  of  September  2003). 

The  present  variety,  identified  by  Frank  Van  Valcn  of  our  statT, 
January  26,  2004  (in  case  anyone  is  keeping  track!),  is  the  missing 
link,  for  the  other  known  overstrike,  seemingly  has  the  date 


Uncirculated  1850  Silver  $1  Rarity 


Remarkable  “Discovery”  1851  Restrike  Dollar 

Struck  Over  1846  Dollar! 


1163  1846  MS-62  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  gray  with  some  slate  high- 
lights on  the  obverse,  but  with  much  central  brilliance  in  the  eagle’s 
feathers  on  the  reverse.  A sharply  struck  example  of  the  date,  and 
thoroughly  appealing  for  the  assigned  grade.  As  with  virtually  every 
date  in  the  series,  the  1846  doUar  is  actually  quite  elusive  in  any 
Mint  State  grade. 
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uiKicrc>pc  bLuiked  out,  or  such  is  said  to  be  the  case  (we  would  be 
pleased  to  examine  the  other  coin  to  render  a modern  opinion,  if 
the  owner  reads  this  and  so  desires). 

The  Kestrike  1851  dollars  were  produced  at  an  unknowni  time 
under  unknown  circumstances,  per  conventional  wisdom  by  some- 
one on  the  Mint  staff  after  Spring  1859  when  Director  James  Ross 
Snowden  decided  to  take  commercial  advantage  of  the  current  grow- 
ing nunusmatic  interest  m patterns,  restrikes  of  earlier  dates,  and  so 
on,  and  openly  stated  that  they  could  be  supplied  to  one’s  heart's  con- 
tent. However,  after  spring  1859  the  whole  matter  went  undet^ound, 
and  today  we  can  only  surmise  by  examining  the  coins. 

To  produce  the  coin  struck  here,  the  minter  would  have  had  to 
use  an  already  struck  1846  dollar  on  hand,  rather  than  a blank  planchet. 
This  might  mean  that  it  was  produced  in  some  section  ot  the  Mint, 
where  pbnners  or  someone  else  kept  track  of  planchets  — or  other- 
wise it  would  have  been  easy  to  have  used  a blank.  Alternatively,  it 
could  have  been  an  accounting  funcrion  to  use  a previously-coined 
dollar,  and  not  a fresh  planchet  that  would  have  been  purchased  with 
the  Mint’s  Bullion  Fund  and,  thus,  kept  track  of  During  the  1850s 
such  arrangements  were  quite  casual,  and  as  Don  Taxay  and  others 
have  said  of  those  working  there,  the  Mint  was  a “workshop  for  their 
gam”  during  this  period,  with  the  activities  of  Chief  Coiner  Franklin 
Peale  being  particularly  egregious  in  that  regard. 

The  present  coin,  a superb  piece  in  terms  of  an  1851  Proof  Re- 
strike dollar  with  centered  date,  itself  a classic  rarity,  elevates  itself  to 
special  importance  to  the  collector  and  historian,  joining  the  “1851- 
O”  dollar  earlier  mentioned  and  also  a Gobrecht  silver  dollar  discov- 
ered by  Art  Kagin  about  two  decades  ago,  with  obvious  striking  over 
a pre-existing  1859  Liberty  Seated  dollar.  How  interesting  all  of  this 
is!  With  the  famed  “1851-0”  Proof  dollar  now  effectively  proven  to 
be  an  overstrike  (as  we  and  many  others  had  previously  considered 
the  odds-on  explanation,  and  as  cataloguer  Ron  Guth  called  “a  dis- 
tinct possibility,”  leaning  that  way  in  his  last  treatment  of  the  coin), 
the  present  piece  takes  on  a significance  close  to  that  famed  and  fasci- 
nating item  — and  that  coin  realized  $276,000  last  year!  While  we  do 
not  expect  that  sort  of  number  to  be  realized  for  this  very  similar  speci- 
men, we  do  know  that  savvy  connoisseurs  and  those  fascinated  by  the 
intricate  history  of  the  Mint  in  this  period  wiU  render  a premium  bid 
for  this  simply  lovely  1851  Restrike  dollar. 

PCGS  Population;  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation.  This  is  the  only  Re- 
stnke  1851  $1  called  CAM  in  any  grade  by  PCGS. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1854  Silver  $1 


1 166  1854  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sparkling  cartwheel  lustre  radiates  w'armly 
on  golden  gray  surfaces;  rich  areas  of  rose  and  sky  blue  enhance  the 
overall  appeal.  A sharply  struck  specimen  of  a date  that  is  a notable 
rarity  at  choice  Mint  State  or  finer.  Much  of  the  mintage  of33,14() 
circulation  strikes  of  the  date  was  exported,  probably  to  the  Orient 
trade,  though  some  of  the  mintage  may  have  seen  service  in  circula- 
tion here  in  America,  notably  in  northern  California. 


Choice  Proof-Only  1858  $1 


1167  1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium  gray  with  bright  golden 
iridescence  in  the  protected  areas  and  deeper  slate  toning  toward 
the  rims.  For  well  over  a century,  the  mintage  of  this  elusive  Proof- 
only  issue  was  thought  to  be  just  80  pieces,  though  today’s  conven- 
tional wisdom  dictates  that  perhaps  300  or  so  Proofs  would  be  more 
in  line  as  a mintage  figure,  especially  considering  the  number  of 
survivors  known  to  today’s  collecting  community.  Sharp  and  ap- 
pealing. For  the  record,  fewer  than  a dozen  examples  of  the  date 
have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  specimen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  10  finer  (Proof-65  finest). 


Choice  Proof  1859  Silver  $1 


1168  1859  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Delightful  lilac-gray  with  some  deeper  slate 

in  the  protected  areas.  Pale  yet  forceful  blue  neon  iridescence  graces 
the  high  points.  One  of 800  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  though  prob- 
ably far  fewer  than  that  number  could  be  accounted  for  today  if  a tally 
were  taken  ofknown  specimens  of  the  date  (see  below).  A truly  choice 
representative  example  of  both  the  date  and  the  assigned  grade. 

In  his  Sih'er  Doltan  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A Complete  ntuyehrpedia, 
author  Dave  Bowers  had  the  following  to  say  bout  the  present  date:  “apparendy, 
many  Proofs  were  made  this  year  in  the  hope  that  the  public,  which  was  becoming 
increasingly  interested  in  numismatics,  would  buy  them.  The  45th  edition  of  A 
Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins  states  that  800  Proofs  were  struck.  However,  today  the 
issue  is  quite  rare,  and  it  is  likely  that  450  or  fewer  were  actually  distributed.  Even 
that  figure  may  be  on  the  high  side.  There  were  hardly  450  numismatists  in  1859 
interested  in  buying  Proof  dollars  from  the  Mint.  However,  enough  coins  survive 
today  to  indicate  that  450  is  a reasonable  estimate  of  distribution.” 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


""I  IE  Classic:s  Sale 


187 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1860  Silver  $1 

Among  10  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  plioco) 


169  1860  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS)  . An  impressive  cameo  Proof with 
pale  champagne  highlights  on  frosted  motifs  and  satiny,  reflective 
fields.  Sharply  struck  and  readily  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade. 
From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  1,330  pieces,  the  highest 
such  Proof  production  figure  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  dollar 
series.  All  1,130  pieces  were  delivered  on  March  8,  1860,  though 
it  is  noted  that  just  527  of  those  were  eventually  sold,  with  the 
remaining  803  unsold  pieces  relegated  to  the  mint’s  melting  pot. 
Among  the  10  finest  Proof  examples  of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS, 
a remarkable  notation  indeed. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  CAM  finest). 


Another  Proof  1860  Silver  $1 

Choice  Proof 


1170  1860  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Golden  gray  devices  and  mirror  fields 
display  speckled  pale  blue  iridescence.  A thoroughly  pleasing  ex- 
ample of  the  date. 


Choice  Proof  1860  Silver  $1 


1171  1860  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  gray  with  deeper  slate  high- 
lights and  some  pale  blue  neon  iridescence. 
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Gem  Proof  1861  Silver  SI 


(2x  photo) 

1 172  1861  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields 

display  medium  silver-blue  iridescence.  A sharply  struck  gem  Proof 
from  a mintage  for  the  date  of  just  1,000  pieces.  Of  that  number,  it 
is  thought  that  perhaps  just  350  or  so  were  actually  sold,  with  the 
balance  melted  at  the  mint,  the  result  being  that  the  1861  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  in  Proof  is  the  rarest  Proof  from  the  early  part  of  that 
decade.  A splendid  example,  one  of  just  half  a dozen  called  Proof- 
65  by  PCGS,  with  just  one  Proof  of  the  date  certified  finer  than  the 
present  specimen  by  that  firm. 

PCC'iS  Population:  6;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proot-67). 


Gem  Proof  1863  Silver  $1 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


{2x  photo) 

1173  1863  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A sharp  and  appealing  gem  of  extraordi- 

nary quality.  Deep  golden  gray  with  wisps  of  electric  blue,  rose,  and 
pale  gold,  especially  in  the  protected  areas.  All  design  elements  are 
as  sharp  and  crisp  as  the  engraver  meant  them  to  be.  From  a Proof 
mintage  for  the  date  of  just  460  pieces,  most  of  which  were  prob- 
ably sold.  As  for  availability  within  the  gem  category,  the  present 
specimen  is  one  of  just  two  called  Proof-66  by  PCGS,  with  no  ex- 
amples of  the  date  certified  finer  by  that  organization  within  any 
Proof  designation  (including  CAM  and  DCAM). 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 
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Gem  Proof  1864  Silver  $1 


(2x  photo) 


74  1864  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  surfaces  and  frosty  motifs  dis- 
play  warm,  even  olive-gold  iridescence.  A sharply  struck  gem  Proof 
of  the  date,  this  from  a Proof  mintage  ofjust  470  specimens.  Inter- 
estingly enough,  though  the  Proof  mintage  was  modest  by  any  stan- 
dards, three  different  obverse  dies  were  prepared  for  this  small  coin- 
age. Also,  a slightly  higher  proportion  of  survivors  for  the  date  than 
should  be  expected  for  such  a low  mintage  can  be  found  today,  most 
of  which  are  Proof-64  or  better  in  preservation.  As  the  Bowers  En- 
cyclopedia notes,  “it  could  be  that  the  mintage  figure  is  incorrect,  and 
more  than  470  were  made,  perhaps  as  restrikes  (as  with  1863-1864 
trimes  and  half  dimes).  Another  answer  may  be  that  original  Proof 
1864  dollars  were  highly  prized  due  to  the  difficulty  in  ordering 


them,  and  perhaps  they  were  simply  more  closely  guarded  and  pre- 
served over  the  years  because  of  this.  There  is  one  thing  we  are  > er- 
tain  of,  and  that  is  that  the  present  specimen  has  been  exceeded  in 
grade  by  just  one  PCGS  certified  Proof  of  the  date.  An  excellent 
coin  in  all  regards,  and  definitely  an  excellent  opportunity  as  well. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-67). 

The  present  coin  answers  to  the  No.  2 as  described  by  Dave  Bowers  in  his 
Encyclopedia:  “Proof  issue:  Breen-547().  Obverse:  Date  centered.  Shield  point  of 
over  tip  of  1;  right  base  4 over  left  edge  of  denticle.  Reverse:  Same  as  1863-4. 
No.l.  Apparently,  Proofs  from  this  die  combination  are  very  rare.  This  die  reap- 
pears on  1865  Proofs.”  The  reverse  noted  here  is  described  as  follows  “two  arrows 
joined  by  a defect;  unpolished  area  joins  upper  and  center  leaves,  including  a curved 
line.” 

Choice  Proof  1865  Liberty  Seated  $1 


1175  1865  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Deep  and  satiny  golden  gray  with  strong 
golden  lustre  tempered  with  areas  of  sky  blue  and  faint  rose.  One  of 
500  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  all  of  which  were  distributed  with 
silver  Proof  sets  ot  the  date.  Owing  to  the  great  rarity  of  the  1865 
Liberty  Seated  dollar  in  Mint  State,  additional  is  pressure  is  often 
placed  on  Proofs  of  the  date  when  date  sets  of  the  denomination  are 
assembled.  Consequently,  attractive  choice  Proofs  such  as  the  present 
coin  always  see  strong  demand  in  the  numismatic  auction  arena. 

Proof  1866  Motto  $1 


1176  1866  With  Motto.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Medium  hlac-gray  with 
generous  amounts  of  silver  brightness  in  the  protected  design  areas. 
A sharp  and  appealing  specimen  from  the  first  year  of  the  denomi- 
nation to  bear  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  one  of 725  Proofs 
of  the  date  struck.  Always  popular  in  all  grades. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1866  Motto  $1 


1177  1866  With  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  gray  with 

alternating  silver  brightness  and  slate  highlights  on  the  obverse,  the 
reverse  chietly  pale  silver  gray  with  plenty  of  silver  lustre.  A hint  of 
striking  weakness  is  noted  at  the  top  of  the  obverse,  otherwise  the 
design  elements  are  sharp  and  present.  A rarity  in  choice  Mint  State, 
and  fewer  than  half  a dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified 
finer  than  the  present  coin  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population;  11;  5 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Choice  Proof  1867  Silver  $1 


1178  1867  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden  gray  with  some  rich 
violet,  blue,  and  peach  iridescence  in  the  protected  areas.  Sharply 
struck.  One  of  625  Proofs  of  the  date  produced,  all  ot  which  were 
distributed  with  the  silver  Proof  sets  of  the  year.  Definitely  choice 
for  the  grade. 

Choice  Proof  1868  Silver  $1 


1 179  1868  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  medium  gray  with  lilac,  pale  sky- 

blue,  and  silver  brightness  in  the  protected  areas.  Sharp  and  appeal- 
ing, one  of  6(K)  Proofs  of  the  date  struck.  An  appealing  specimen  in 
all  regards. 


Impressive  Gem  Proof  1869  Silver  $1 


(2x  photo) 

1180  1869  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A stunning  lilac-gray  example  of  the  date, 
one  of  600  Proof  silver  dollars  struck  in  1869.  The  present  speci- 
men is  boldly  struck,  with  sharp  details  present  in  all  areas  of  the 
design.  An  attractive  gem  specimen  that  should  see  spirited  bidding 
activity  when  it  takes  its  place  on  the  auction  block. 
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Choice  Proof  1870  Liberty  Seated  $1 


1181  1870  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Smoky  golden  gray  with  wisps  of  pale 
blue  iridescence.  A sharply  struck  example  of  the  date,  one  of  1,000 
Proofs  produced.  Of  that  original  mintage,  some  may  have  been 
melted  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  unsold;  Proofs  of  the  1870  issue  tend 
to  be  scarcer  than  dates  from  the  same  era  with  smaller  Proof  mint- 
ages. A pleasing  coin  overall. 

Attractive  Proof  1871  Silver  $1 
Proof-64  PCGS 


1182  1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A wealth  of  subdued  lustre  graces  the 
medium  golden  surfaces  on  this  choice  and  attractive  specimen.  From 
a fairly  generous  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  960  pieces,  the  sec- 
ond highest  such  Proof  production  run  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars 
with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  as  part  of  the  reverse  design  type.  De- 
cidedly choice  for  the  assigned  grade. 


Gem  Proof  1872  Liberty  Seated  $1 


(2x  photo) 

1183  1872  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  iridescence  on  reflective 
fields  and  frosty  motifs,  the  end  result  a pleasing  cameo  (though 
such  is  not  noted  on  the  PCGS  holder).  Sharply  struck  and  aestheti- 
cally appealing,  a gem  in  all  regards.  While  950  Proofs  of  the  date 
were  produced,  it  is  thought  that  some  probably  remained  unsold  at 
the  end  of  the  year  and  were  melted  sometime  in  1873.  Just  two 
examples  of  the  present  date  have  received  a finer  grade  from  PCGS, 
which  should  draw  specific  bidding  attention  to  the  present  beauti- 
ful gem. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  finest). 
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Landmark  1872-S  Liberty  Seated  $1 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


photo) 


1184  1872-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of cartwheel  lustre  radiates 
briskly  on  the  pale  champagne  surfaces  of  this  attractive  branch  mint 
dollar.  A popular  low-mintage  issue  that  is  much  rarer  than  its  small 
production  run  of9,(JU0  circulation  strikes  indicates.  No  doubt  much 
of  that  mintage  went  immediately  into  San  Francisco’s  hustle-bustle 
commerce,  the  end  result  being  that  when  circulated  specimens  of 
the  date  are  seen  (and  this  does  not  occur  very  often),  they  are  typi- 
cally VF  or  lesser  in  quality.  Regarding  Uncirculated  specimens,  the 
Bowers  Encyclopedia,  notes:  “in  Mint  State  the  1872-S  is  an  extreme 


rarity.  Neither  numismatists  nor  members  of  the  public  saved  them 
at  the  time  of  issue,  many  were  melted  or  exported,  and  the  survival 
of  Uncirculated  coins  is  a matter  of  chance.”  No  example  of  this 
date  has  been  certified  finer  by  PCGS.  Whether  by  chance  or  by 
design,  the  present  specimen  has  survived  so  that  today’s  collecting 
community  can  enjoy  an  example  of  this  particular  date  the  way  it 
was  meant  to  be  — crisp,  lustrous,  sharp,  and  a pleasure  to  behold. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

From  the  Sterling  Collection. 


Gem  Mint  State  1878  7 Tailfeathers  $1 


1185  1878  7 Tailfeathers.  3rd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bright  and 
lustrous,  with  satiny  surfaces.  A pleasing  gem  example  of  a popular 
date;  PCGS  has  certified  just  a half  dozen  examples  of  this  date  at  a 
finer  grade,  all  of  those  called  MS-66. 


1186  1879  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous,  though 
there  is  a crescent  of  rich  and  deep  orange  gold  iridescence  at  the 
top  of  the  obverse. 

1187  Group  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars  grading  MS-64  (NGC); 
☆ 1879  Morgan.  Lovely  mixture  of  rich  attractive  iridescent  ton- 
ing on  both  surfaces.  Peace;  ☆ 1922-D  ☆ 1922-S  ☆ 1925  ☆ 1925- 
S ☆ 1934-D  ☆ 1935.  The  Peace  dollars  are  all  lustrous  with  traces 
of  delicate  toning.  (Total:  7 pieces) 
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(2x  photo) 

188  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-65  (PCGS) . A highly  lustrous 
and  sharply  struck  gem  with  vibrant  cartwheels  and  bold  satiny  sur- 
faces. Bright  silver  toward  the  centers,  with  soft  overtones  of  golden 
brown  that  change  to  a subtle  but  very  beautiful  display  of  smoothly 
blended  pastel  tones,  mostly  on  the  obverse.  While  gem  examples 
of  the  1879-CC  dollar  do  appear,  and  most  are  frosty  and  lustrous, 
this  cataloguer  has  seen  very  few  that  approach  the  quality  of  the 
present  specimen  where  aesthetic  appeal  is  concerned.  Highly  origi- 
nal and  worthy  of  careful  consideration  as  it  certainly  ranks  near  the 
top  of  its  class  in  every  respect.  PCGS  has  certified  just  two  ex- 
amples of  the  date  finer. 


1 


Delightful  Prooflike  1879-CC  Morgan  $1 

“Normal”  Mintmark 


None  Graded  Finer  Within  PL  Designation 


1189  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  A distinctively 
prooflike  specimen.  The  frosty  motifs  and  deep  mirrored  fields  form 
an  amazing  and  undeniably  fine  cameo  contrast.  Add  a nuance  of  pale 
rose  and  hght  gold  on  both  sides,  and  the  visual  quahty  readily  mea- 
sures up  to  the  assigned  grade  level.  A greatly  prized  rarity  from  the 
Carson  City  Mint  especially  when  so  finely  (and  attractively)  pre- 
served. We  are  pleased  announce  here  that  no  specimen  of  the  date 
has  been  certified  finer  within  the  PL  designation  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


1190  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-67  (NGC).  A sparkling  gem  with  in- 
tense cartwheel  lustre  that  highlights  the  pale  rose  and  lavender  iri- 
descence. Sharp  and  choice. 


Gem  Proof  1880  Morgan  $1 


1191  1880  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  dis- 

play an  even  sheen  of  medium  iridescent  gray,  though  some  spar- 
kling silver  highlights  can  be  seen  in  Miss  Liberty’s  tresses  on  the 
obverse.  A sharp  and  attractive  gem  Proof  of  the  date. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 
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1192  lH80/79-t)  MS-63  (PCGS).  A trostv  golden  gem  with  strong 

lustre  underlying  a wealth  ot'gold  and  electric  blue  iridescence. 
Kemnants  ot Underlying  7 plainly  visible  beneath  the  second  8 in 
the  date. 


1193  1880-S  MS-67  (NGC).  A sparkling  gem  with  frosted  motif's  and 

mirror  fields  that  form  a pleasing  cameo  contrast,  especi.tlly  on  the 
obverse.  Sharply  struck  with  just  a hint  of  pale  champagne  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  portrait. 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1881  SI 
Anuang  Finest  Graded  by  NCJC 


(2x  photo) 

1 194  1881  Froof-68  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  a modicum  of 

frost  on  the  devices  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  A nuance  of  pale 
rose  gathers  in  .Miss  Liberty’s  tresses  as  well  as  at  the  rims.  An  out- 
standing gem  from  a Proof  mintage  lor  the  date  of  984  pieces,  just 
two  examples  of  this  date  h.ive  been  certified  finer  by  N(!C  within 
any  designation.  Simply  outstamling! 

NCiC'  C\'nsiis:  ft;  2 fmer  witliin  .my  design.ition  (Proof-ft9  finestV 
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Choice  Proof  1881  Morgan  $1 


1195  1881  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Intense  bursts  of  bright  gold  and  deep 
guntnetal-blue  grace  the  golden  gray  surfaces  of  this  attractive  Proof 
Morgan  dollar. 


198  1882-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  bursts  forth  on 
prooflike  fields  and  frosted  motifs.  A visually  appealing  coin  in  all 
regards,  sharply  struck  and  literally  alive  with  bright  toning  high- 
lights. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1883-S  $1 


1199  1883-S  MS-63  ★ (NGC).  A pleasing  example  of  this  well-known 
scarcity,  a coin  with  a frosty  portrait  of  Liberty  surrounded  by  a deep 
mirror  field.  The  reverse  is  satiny  and  not  at  all  prooflike,  though 
the  obverse  supports  an  intense  cameo  contrast.  Sharply  struck.  A 
popular  date  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  one  that  becomes  quite 
elusive  at  choice  Mint  State  or  finer.  An  appealing  coin  that  is  ea.sily 
deserving  of  the  designation. 


1200  1884-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Frosty  silver  gray  with  some  prooflike 
reflectivity  and  a hint  of  rose  toning  on  both  sides.  Lightly  worn, 
yet  devoid  of  all  but  a few  faint  marks.  Another  scarce  date,  espe- 
cially at  AU  or  finer  (in  Mint  State  this  date  becomes  a well-known 
rarity  in  the  series). 

Impressive  Gem  1886  Morgan  $1 
Vividly  Toned  Obverse 


1201  1886  MS-67  (NGC).  An  intensely  lustrous  gem.  The  obverse  is  a 
colorful  pastiche  of  bright  sea  green,  orange,  peach,  gold,  and  pale 
sky  blue,  while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant  save  for  some  faint  golden 
toning  at  the  rim.  A truly  “colorful”  gem. 


196  1881-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  on  the  obverse  with 
a splash  of  deep  golden  iridescence  above  Miss  Liberty’s  head.  The 
reverse  displays  an  intense  gathering  of  rich  rainbow  iridescence  over 
much  of  the  coin,  though  the  top  portion  is  as  bright  as  the  day  it 
was  minted.  (For  the  record,  the  present  coin  is  in  the  PCGS  holder 
“tails  up”).  A sharply  struck  specimen,  a coin  that  is  easily  worthy  of 
the  assigned  grade. 

Remnants  of  previous  numerals  can  be  seen  in  the  upper  loops  of  both  8s  in 
the  date,  with  the  remnants  in  the  upper  loop  of  the  second  8 resembhng  the 
crossbar  of  a 7. 


197  1882-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  strong  underlying  lus- 
tre and  a whisper  of  pale  golden  toning. 
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1202  1888-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  lustrous  gem. 


1203  1888-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  bursts  of  in- 
credible violet,  carmine,  sea  green,  gold,  and  rose  on  the  obverse; 
the  reverse  exhibits  a whisper  of  pale  gold  at  the  periphery. 


Important  1889-CC  Morgan  $1  Rarity 
Choice  MS-64  NGC 


{2x  photo) 


1204  1889-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  A frosty  and  lustrous  specimen,  a coin 
that  is  wholly  remarkable  in  that  it  is  not  prooflike  (as  are  many  1889- 
CC  Morgan  dollars).  A whisper  of  pale  champagne  graces  the  sur- 
faces, w'hile  deep  halos  of  rich  orange-gold  grace  the  rims.  One  of 
the  most  highly  prized  rarities  in  the  series,  and  definitely  the  key 
issue  from  the  Carson  City  Mint  within  the  Morgan  doOar  series. 
Eagerly  sought  after  in  all  grades,  a choice  MS-64  specimen  such  as 


the  present  coin,  which  is  sharply  struck,  by  the  way,  should  see 
enthusiastic  bidding  activity  from  all  quarters  when  it  crosses  the 
auction  block.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  NGC  has  certified  only  four 
examples  of  this  date  finer  than  the  present  coin,  adding  to  the  de- 
sirability of  the  currently  offered  specimen. 

NGC  Census:  31 ; 4 finer  (MS-67  finest).  Undoubtedly,  resubmissions  ac- 
count for  some  of  the  logjam  at  this  grade  level. 
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Choice  AU  1889-CC  $1  Rarity 


1205  1889-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  A frosty  and  brilliant  specimen  with  a 
hint  ot  warm  gold  at  the  dentils  on  both  sides.  A few  minor  hairlines 
and  tiny,  insignificant  marks  are  noted,  as  ought  to  be  expected  on  a 
lightly  circulated  coin  such  as  the  present  specimen.  All  things  con- 
sidered, a choice  example  for  the  grade. 


1206  1889-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  robust  cartwheel  lustre 
that  enhances  the  pale  violet  peripheral  highhghts  on  the  obverse; 
the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  with  just  a whisper  of  toning  in  the 
dentils.  Sharply  struck  for  the  date,  with  strong  central  details. 


1208  1890-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  satiny  gem  with  rich  rose 
iridescence  evenly  displayed  on  both  sides. 


Gem  Mint  State  1891-CC  Morgan  $1 


1209  1891-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  unbridled  lustre  and 
equally  fabulous  eye  appeal.  A whisper  of  faint  gold  adorns  Miss 
Liberty’s  tresses,  otherwise  this  gem  is  brilliant  in  all  areas.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date,  withjust  a touch  of  softness  above  Miss  Liberty’s 
ear  on  the  obverse;  the  reverse  breast  feathers  are  essentially  full.  A 
popular  and  desirable  date  from  the  waning  years  of  Carson  City 
Mint  production. 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1890-0  $1 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


1207  1890-0  MS-66  ★ (NGC).  An  incredible  gem  in  all  respects.  The 
satiny,  highly  lustrous  surfaces  are  at  once  frosty  and  undeniably 
impeccable  in  quality.  This  strike  is  quite  fair  for  the  date,  with  nearly 
full  hair  details  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear.  What’s  more,  the  center  of 
the  obverse  is  frosty  and  brilliant,  while  deep  concentric  halos  of 
violet,  indigo,  and  neon  blue  lead  outward  toward  the  rim.  On  the 
reverse,  the  central  area  is  chiefly  pale  champagne,  with  rich  cres- 
cents of  ox-blood,  violet,  and  navy  blue  toward  the  rim.  Further,  no 
examples  of  this  date  have  received  a finer  grade  from  NGC;  a glance 
at  the  present  specimen  should  suffice  to  indicate  why. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 


Lovely  Gem  Proof  1892  $1 


1210  1892  Proof-66  (NGC).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  form  a 
pleasing  cameo,  though  such  is  not  noted  on  the  NGC  holder.  Cen- 
tral obverse  brilliance  gives  way  to  rich  gold,  violet,  and  neon  blue, 
while  the  reverse  center  is  pale  champagne  with  rich  golden  high- 
lights at  the  rim.  A sharp  and  impressive  gem  in  all  regards.  Make  no 
bones  about  it,  this  is  gem  quality! 
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1211  1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  brilliant  with  strong  lustre  and 

equally  bold  eye  appeal. 


1212  1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Extraordinary  cartwheel  lustre  spins  vividly 

beneath  a rich  sheen  of  pale  gold  and  peach  iridescence.  One  ot  the 
lowest  inintage  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dollars  (378.000  circula- 
tion strikes),  and  always  popular  as  such,  especially  when  so  tine. 


Lightly  Circulated  1895  Proof-Only  $1 
A Notable  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


1213  1895  Proof-50.  A lightly  circulated  (perh.ips  at  one  time  a pocket 

piece)  example  of  this  rare  and  desir.ible  “King  ot  Morgan  Hollars  ’ 
issue,  the  1895  Proof-only  rarit)-.  Medium  slate  gray  with  bursts  of 
gold,  blue,  rose,  and  violet  iridescence  gr.ice  the  mirrored  and  lightly 
frosted  motifs.  While  880  Proofs  of  the  date  were  struck,  it  is  thought 
that  perhapsjust  650  or  so  specimens  can  be  accounted  for  today  in 
all  grades.  Regarding  the  present  coin,  it  is  ideally  suited  tor  a col- 
lector who  simply  can't  stretch  the  numismatic  budget  to  obtain  a 
gem  Proof  example  of  the  date.  The  present  specimen,  however, 
can  easily  be  accorded  "gem"  status  within  the  given  grade;  while 
lightly  circulated,  it  is  still  chietly  free  of  physical  impairments,  and 
highly  attractive  as  such.  We  look  torward  to  seeing  this  com  cross 
the  auction  block,  as  the  results  m.iy  be  quite  impressive. 
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1214  1895-0  AU-50  PL  (NGC).  Medium  silver  gray  with  generous 
amounts  oflustre  in  the  protected  areas.  Some  prooflike  reflectivity 
can  be  seen  on  the  reverse.  A scarce  and  popular  branch  nunt  issue. 


Gem  Proof  1897  $1 


1215  1897  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Smoky  golden  gray  with  a burst  ofbright 
peach  in  Miss  Liberty’s  tresses,  otherwise  rich  electric  blue  is  the 
order  of  the  day  on  both  sides.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of 
just  731  pieces,  a fairly  modest  Proof  mintage  within  the  Morgan 
dollar  series. 


216  1897-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  on  the  obverse,  deep 
violet  and  lilac-gray  on  the  reverse.  A popular  semi-key  date. 

217  1898-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  deep  golden  gray  with  rich  elec- 
tric blue  at  the  rims. 


1 


1218  1901-S.  Partial  collar.  EF-45.  A fascinating  error  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series,  a perfect  “railroad  rim”  or  partial  collar.  The  coin  itself 
IS  pleasing  silver  gray  with  light  toning,  choice  for  the  grade.  The 
edge  reeding  is  partial  the  entire  way  around  the  coin,  except  for  a 
tiny  area  under  CA  of  AMERICA  where  there  is  no  reeding  at  all. 
A textbook  specimen  of  a partial  collar— indeed,  our  consignor  re- 
lates that  this  was  the  plate  coin  for  the  error  in  Wayne  Miller’s  Morgan 
and  Peace  Dollar  Textbook]  Such  errors  (or  any  error)  on  a Morgan 
dollar  arc  quite  scarce  and  always  sought  after  by  collectors. 


1219  1902  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  only  mark  wor- 
thy of  note  is  very  well  hidden  in  the  eagle’s  wing  feathers. 

1220  Quartette  ofsilver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1902  Mor- 
gan. Soft  satiny  silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1922  Peace.  Lustrous  ☆ 1923- 
D.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1924.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Gem  Uncirculated  1902-S  Morgan  $1 


1221  1902-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A .satiny,  highly  lustrous,  and  hilly  brilliant 
gem  with  strong  eye  appeal  and  a bold  strike  for  the  date;  just  a modi- 
cum of  weakness  is  seen  in  the  hair  details  above  Miss  Liberry’’s  car. 


1222  1902-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  brilliant,  and  sharply  struck 
for  the  date.  Variety  with  tilled  2 in  date.  In  a “first  generation’’ 
PCGS  holder. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1904  SI 


J223  1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  liitetise  cartwheel  lustre  spins  vividly  on 

bright,  frosty  surfaces.  A didicult  date  to  locate  at  the  gem  level, 
though  certainly  not  on  a par  with  the  1901  Philadelphia  Mint  rar- 
irv’.  Sharply  struck  tor  the  date,  with  just  a hint  ot  weakness  on  the 
reverse  breast  feathers. 

1224  1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous.  In  a “first 
generation”  PCGS  holder. 

Gem  Uncirculated  1921  Peace  $1 


1225  1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  rich  golden  high- 

lights on  satinv  surfaces.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  is  the  order  of  the 
day  on  this  High  Relief  issue.  Some  central  striking  weakness  on 
the  obverse,  as  virtually  always  seen;  a sharply  struck  example  ot  this 
popular  issue  is  both  a thing  of  great  beauty  and  equally  great  rarit\'. 


1226  1921  Peace.  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny,  brilliant  gem  example  of 
this  popular  High  Relict  issue.  Nicely  struck  at  the  centers,  not  fully 
struck  but  closer  than  sometimes  seen,  and  worthy  of  premium  bid- 
ding activity  as  a result. 

1227  Octette  of  NGC-certified  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1926  MS-63  ☆ 
p>2()-S  MS-61  d 1927  MS-61  ☆ 1927-D  MS-63  ☆ 1927-S  MS- 
1=3  ' 192«  MS-63  ☆ 1934  MS-63  ☆ 1935-S  MS-61.  All  are  lus- 
trous and  attractive  with  a few  having  traces  ot  delicate  toning. 

T ' il:  N piece'.; 


1228  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  specimen  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  and  a whisper  of  pale  golden  toning.  A popular  branch  mint 
issue  from  the  waning  days  of  the  design  type. 


1230  1934-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Sparkling,  frosty  surfaces  exhibit  strong 
lustre  and  a wealth  of  rich  golden  toning.  The  key  date  in  the  Peace 
dollar  series,  especially  at  MS-64,  as  here.  Yet  another  pleasing  sil- 
ver dollar  that  will  see  exciting  bidding  activity’. 

Choice  Uncirculated  1934-S  $1 


1231  1934-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  specimen  with  inteii'e 

cartwheel  brilliance  on  both  sides. 


1229  1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  specimen  with  satiny 
surfaces  and  grand  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  A few  stray 
marks  from  a much  finer  grade. 


Choice  Mint  State  1934-S  $1  Rarity 
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The  Legend  Collection  of 
Proof  Tilade  Dollars 

An  History  and  Appreciation 

Incredible  and  Beautiful. 

The  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  trade  dollars,  gathered  over  a long 
period  of  time  by  Laurie  Sperber  and  her  associates,  epitomizes  the 
mest  of  the  fine,  rarest  of  the  rare — a collection  of  Proofs  from  1873 
ronrinuously  to  1883,  the  finest  such  group  that  every  has  ever  been 
rertified.  However,  the  recognition  goes  beyond  that,  as  in  addition  to 
he  impressive  grade  numbers,  each  piece  has  been  hand  selected  for 
ts  quality.  In  recent  years,  trade  dollars,  long  neglected  by  the  numis- 
natic  coimnumty,  have  come  to  the  forefront  of  interest.  Of  course, 
>y  this  time  many  choice  pieces  that  might  have  been  preserved  were 
lot,  creating  a challenge  when  acquiring  quality  specimens. 

In  connection  with  this  important  offering  we  give  a sketch  of  the 
istory  and  importance  of  the  trade  dollar,  including  Proofs. 

The  trade  dollar  is  a separate  denomination  m United  States  coin- 
ge,  not  a variety  ol  the  silver  dollar.  Indeed,  as  stated  on  the  reverse, 
-le  trade  dollar  contains  90%  silver,  420  grains,  considerably  more 
lan  the  412.5  grains  found  in  contemporary  Liberty  Seated  dollars, 
or  silver  content,  no  other  denomination  has  ever  matched  it. 

The  background  of  the  trade  dollar  is  delineated  m Dave  Bowers’ 
vo-volume  study,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States: 

Complete  Encyclopedia,  pubhshed  in  1993,  and  now  out  of  print, 
chough  occasionally  copies  surface  on  the  secondhand  market.  Dave 
fived  into  the  subject  with  great  relish,  and,  when  he  was  finished, 
id  generated  hundreds  of  pages  of  copy.  For  anyone  deeply  inter- 
ted  in  the  subject,  the  reference  is  highly  recommended. 

Following  the  production  of  patterns  in  1871,  first  called  commer- 
l dollars,  and  more  patterns  in  1872,  and  still  more  m early  1873, 
c denomination  became  a reality,  a product  of  the  Coinage  Act  of 
73.  The  same  legislation  had  made  other  changes,  including  abol- 
ling  the  bronze  two-cent  piece,  the  silver  three-cent  piece,  and 
If  dime,  and  terminating  the  coinage  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar, 
that  time,  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  was  no  longer  seen  in  domes- 
circulation,  nor  had  it  been  since  circa  1850,  at  which  time  the 
llion  value  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  exceeded  the  face  value. 

I is  caused  old  pieces  to  be  melted  in  quantity,  and  made  the  coin- 
' of  new  pieces  impractical,  except  for  export. 

The  export  situation  is  important,  and  the  student  of  Liberty 
ited  dollars  knows  well  that  pieces  minted  after  1850,  through 
early  1870s,  sometimes  have  fairly  generous  production  num- 
s,  but  actual  specimens  in  the  numismatic  marketplace  are  few 
I far  between,  this  being  particularly  true  for  those  of  the  1850s 
L 1860s.  One  of  the  great  “secret  rarities”  in  American  coinage 
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IS  the  1856  Liberty  Seated  dollar.  Mint  State  specimens  are  so  rare 
that  our  staff  might  not  have  the  chance  to  catalogue  more  than  one 
in  a decade. 

These  Liberty  Seated  dollars  from  1853  to  1873  were  used  in 
the  export  trade,  particularly  to  the  port  of  Canton  in  China.  The 
face  value  made  no  difference,  and  banks  and  merchants  in  China 
simply  evaluated  their  silver  content,  based  on  412.5  total  grams,  of 
which  90%  was  silver.  Whether  there  was  no  face  value  at  all  or 
whether  it  was  higher  or  lower  was  of  no  consequence.  The  same 
was  true  of  coins  minted  elsewhere  in  the  world  and  sent  to  China 
Accordingly,  when  silver  dollars  left  the  coining  presses  in  Phila- 
delphia, they  were  not  headed  for  circulation,  nor  were  they  illogi- 
cal. Such  pieces  were  coined  specifically  to  the  order  of  depositors 
who  furnished  silver  to  the  Mint,  more  than  $1  each  per  coin,  and 
requested  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  exchange,  for  export.  Accord- 
the  entire  scenario  made  sense. 

By  the  early  1870s,  JohnJay  Knox,  ofthe  Treasury  Department, 

(a  highly  accomplished  numismatist  in  his  own  right),  and  others, 
soon  joined  by  Dr.  Henry  R.  Linderman,  realized  that  a special 
com  minted  exclusively  for  the  export  trade  would  find  a niche  in 
the  world  economy.  As  the  coin  of  choice  at  the  time  was  the  Mexi- 
can silver  dollar,  not  the  United  States  Liberty  Seated  dollar,  and  as 
Mexican  dollars  were  heavier  than  Liberty  Seated  dollars,  the  bril- 
liant idea  arose  of  creating  a heavy  coin  that  could  compete  effec- 
tively. The  result  was  the  United  States  trade  dollar,  420  grains 
weight.  Unique  among  American  circulating  coinage,  the  reverse 
boldly  stated  the  weight  and  metallic  content;  420  GRAINS,  900 
FINE.  And,  as  if  to  emphasize  its  intent,  the  denomination  was 
assigned  as  the  trade  dollar. 

Although  It  was  not  intended  for  this  purpose,  the  trade  dollar 
was  legal  tender  in  the  United  States,  and  anyone  wanting  to  spend 
one  could  do  so.  Mintage  commenced  in  1873,  at  which  time  an 
unknown  number  of  Proofs  were  made.  The  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins  suggests  865,  but  this  may  not  be  correct.  As  explained 
in  Dave  Bowers’  study,  certain  figures  that  we  take  for  granted  today 
actually  do  not  have  a strong  basis  in  fact,  another  being  the  posted 
mintage  figure  for  1877.  However,  when  nuntage  figures  differ  from 
reality,  or  arc  guesses,  it  does  not  make  much  difference,  for  such 
pieces  are  rare,  and  published  numbers  are  m the  ball  park. 

In  1873  mintage  ofthe  trade  dollar  in  quantity  commenced  at 
Philadelphia,  Carson  City,  and  San  Francisco,  with  San  Francisco 
turning  out  703,000  pieces,  far  more  than  Philadelphia  and  Carson 
City  combined.  The  reason  was  logical — the  San  Francisco  Mint 
could  readily  accept  silver  from  the  Comstock  Lode,  the  prime  Ameri- 
can source  at  the  time,  and,  simultaneously  the  port  of  that  city  was 
busily  engaged  in  trade  with  China.  Proofs  were  struck  for  collec- 
tors, and,  of  course,  that  is  the  focus  ofthe  Legend  Collection  of- 
fered here.  However,  not  much  attention  was  paid  to  trade  dollars, 
and  we  can  not  locate  contemporary  records,  such  as  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics,  of  any  specialist  becoming  particularly  excited 
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ak'iit  them.  Instead,  they  were  generally  ignored.  An  exception  is 
provided  bv  Proofs,  hirmshed  as  part  of  sets  to  collectors,  who  at  the 
same  tune  m the  first  year  of  issue  1873,  acquired  other  silver  de- 
nominations— the  three-cent  piece,  half  dime,  dime  (with  arrows), 
quarter  dollar  (with  arrows),  half  dollar  (with  arrows),  and  the  Lib- 
erty Seated  dollar,  this  being  the  last  production  date  of  the  three- 
cent  piece,  half  dime,  and  dollar. 

Kesearch  suggests  that  collectors  did  not  care  at  all  for  the  Proof 
trade  dollars  received  from  the  Mint,  and  frequently  spent  them  for 
face  value.  Today,  trade  dollars  of  this  year,  and  also  notably  1874, 
often  come  in  low  grades  with  nicks,  scratches,  and  other  defects  as 
evidence  of  such  practice. 

The  years  slipped  by,  and  trade  dollars  were  a great  success  in  their 
intended  venue,  in  overseas  ports,  particularly  in  China.  In  the  mean- 
time they  were  occasionally  seen  in  circulation,  primarily  in  the 
American  West.  Several  banks  actually  permitted  customers  to  open 
accounts  specifically  denominated  in  certain  coins,  such  as  Ameri- 
can silver  dollars,  American  trade  dollars,  or  Mexican  dollars  a rather 
obscure  aspect  of  finance  not  well  known  today.  Accordingly,  a cus- 
tomer in,  say,  Virginia  City,  Nevada,  could  in  1874  open  a bank  ac- 
count with  receipts  and  disbursement  being  made  in  trade  dollars. 

In  the  meantime,  things  were  not  going  well  in  Nevada,  and  while 
the  Comstock  Lode  was  turning  out  record  amounts  of  silver,  there 
were  great  problems  in  the  international  market,  namely  beginning 
about  1870  when  European  nations  dropped  silver  as  a mainstay  of 
coinage,  melted  many  pieces  (increasing  the  world  supply),  and  de- 
veloped a strong  preference  for  gold.  The  price  of  bullion  dwindled, 
so  that  by  1876  an  owner  of  silver  bullion  could  take  the  metal  to  one 
of  the  mints,  request  trade  dollars  in  exchange,  and  receive  more  in 
face  value  than  the  bullion  deposited — turning  a neat  profit.  This 
did  not  sit  well  with  Uncle  Sam,  and  on  July  22,  1876,  the  trade 
dollar  was  demonetized.  It  immediately  became  an  object  of  scorn 
and  derision,  cartoons  were  written  about  it,  and  money  brokers  had 
a field  day  buying  these  unwanted  coins,  often  paying  deep  discounts 
from  their  true  silver  content.  Numismatic  interest,  never  strong, 
diminished  even  further. 

In  the  meantime,  year  by  year.  Proofs  were  struck,  mainly  as  part 
of  sets.  By  1879,  a complete  run  of  trade  dollar  Proofs  would  have 
consisted  of  an  example  of  each  date  from  1873  onward.  Then  in  late 
1879  there  arose  a popular  speculation  in  Proof  trade  dollars,  as,  some- 
how, it  became  generally  known  that  such  pieces  were  exceedingly 
rare.  A large  intlux  of  orders  went  to  the  Mint,  raising  the  produc- 
tion this  year  to  1,541  pieces,  as  opposed  to  only  900  in  1878.  The 
fad  continued  through  early  1880,  when  1,987  were  produced,  after 
which  interest  turned  to  other  things,  and  in  1881  only  960  were 
made.  Then  in  1882  1,097  Proofs  were  struck,  followed  by  979  in 
1 883.  Under  circumstances  not  hilly  revealed,  but  interesting  to  study 
today,  perhaps  10  Proof  dollars  of  1884  and  five  of  1885  were  struck, 
not  a part  of  the  present  offering,  but  mentioned  in  passing. 


In  the  meantime,  although  the  trade  dollar  had  been  a tremen- 
dous success  in  its  intended  purpose  in  the  export  trade,  silver  pro- 
ducers continued  to  suffer  greatly,  not  only  in  Nevada,  but  in  other 
districts  (Leadville,  Colorado  comes  to  mind,  but  others  could  be 
mentioned).  In  1878  few  new  silver  coins  were  needed  for  circula- 
tion, as  vast  quantities  had  been  turned  loose  from  storage,  begin- 
ning in  1876  (silver  coins  had  been  hoarded  since  early  1871,  and  in 
1876  both  the  government  and  public  started  spending  them).  For 
this  reason,  if  you  check  the  mintage  figures  of  dimes,  quarters,  and 
half  dollars  for  the  years  immediately  after  1878,  you  will  see  that 
they  dropped  to  very  low  levels. 

In  1878  trade  dollars  were  still  made  m quantity,  and  were  enthu- 
siastically accepted  in  China,  but  the  number  needed  for  the  export 
trade  did  not  do  much  to  help  the  typical  miner  in  Nevada,  Colo- 
rado, Montana,  or  anywhere  else.  Accordingly,  politicians  rose  to 
the  challenge,  and  after  much  maneuvering  the  Bland-Allison  Act 
was  passed  on  February  28,  1878.  The  trade  dollar  was  abolished 
forthwith  (except  for  Proofs  for  collectors),  and  the  greatest  political 
boondoggle  in  coinage  history,  the  Morgan  silver  dollar,  came  into 
being.  Uncle  Sam  was  required  to  buy  millions  of  dollars  of  silver 
each  month,  even  though  such  coins  were  not  needed.  As  we  all  know, 
vast  quantities  went  into  storage,  and  although  many  were  melted 
under  the  Pittman  Act  in  1918,  untold  millions  remain,  and  today  . 
large  numbers  of  people  can  enjoy  collecting  Morgan  dollars.  ■ 

There  were  also  far  reaching  implications  for  gold  coins,  details  of 
which  will  be  given  in  Dave  Bowers’  forthcoming  book  on  double  J 
eagles,  to  be  published  by  Whitman  later  this  year.  In  brief,  when  * 
European  bankers  heard  the  rallying  cry  of  American  politicians  for 
silver  as  a better  coinage  metal  than  gold,  they  became  trightened, 
fearful  that  United  States  commercial  interest  would  want  to  settle 
international  bills  in  silver.  Accordingly,  vast  quantities  of  American 
double  eagles  were  shipped  overseas,  so  much  that  at  one  time  in  the 
1890s  the  Subtreasury  almost  ran  out!  All  of  this  will  make  interest- 
ing reading  when  the  book  is  published. 

Focus  on  the  Legend  Collection 

With  this  as  a background,  we  now  present  the  Legend  Collec- 
tion, gathered  over  a period  of  years,  with  an  eye  for  superb,  indeed  J 
breathtaking  quahty.  Laurie  Sperber  and  others  reviewed  many  offer-  I 
ings  in  the  open  market,  at  leading  auctions,  at  conventions,  and  else-  I 
where,  to  bring  together  the  group  of  coins  we  offer  now — smgu-  I 
larly  to  begin  with,  then  cumulatively  as  a group,  if  an  overriding  bid 
permits  (see  details  below). 

Proof  trade  dollars  form  a great  challenge  if  high  quality'  is  de- 
sired. As  noted  in  the  preceding  remarks,  those  of  1873  and  1874,  of 
superb  quality  here,  are  often  quite  unsatisfactory  in  the  marketplace, 
this  despite  various  grades  that  can  be  marked  on  certified  holders.  It 
is  probably  the  case  that  anyone  seeking  a true  gem  of  1873  m.iy  have 
to  spend  seivTal  years  in  the  hunt!  The  same  goes  tor  1874.  perhaps 
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evidenced  iii  no  better  way  tlian  to  note  that  l^CCS,  which  has  evalu- 
ated many  millions  of  coins,  has  encapsulated  the  Legend  Collec- 
tion specimen  as  unique  at  its  grade  level  (read  about  it  below). 
Although  the  number  in  this  instance  is  very  satisfying,  perhaps 
even  more  important  is  the  superb  quality.  To  build  this  set,  a com- 
bination of  factors  was  used — grading  number,  quality  of  strike, 
quality  of  planchet  surface,  and  eye  appeal.  The  result  is  a set  the 
equal  of  which  has  never  been  formed,  so  far  as  we  know,  and  is 
reflected  by  current  records. 



2(i: 

Other  Trade  Dollars 

After  our  presentation  of  the  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  trade 
dollars  ends,  we  offer  other  trade  dollars  of  commanding  interest  and 
importance,  ranging  from  highly  affordable  to  seldom  seen,  and  in 
different  grades  a smorgasbord  worthy  of  your  attention. 

In  a word,  trade  dollars  are  enjoyable  to  collect,  especially  if  one 
reads  a little  bit  about  their  history.  A lot  of  trade  dollars  have  gone 
through  our  hands,  and  it  is  a pleasure  to  have  them  as  part  of  our 
auction  offering. 

Marvelous  Gem  1873  Proof 
First  Year  of  Issue 
Seldom  Seen  Even  Nearly  This  Choice 


(2.x  photo) 

1232  1873  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  first  Proof-66  1873  and  still  the  fin-  line  from 


est.  Moderate  multicolored  tomng  with  a hint  of  cameo.  Strong 
mirrors,  unusual  for  this  date. 

On  the  obverse  Miss  Liberty  is  seated  on  a bale  of  merchan- 
dise, emblematic  of  the  intent  of  the  trade  dollar,  and  is  facing  to 
the  west,  toward  China,  also  significant.  The  date,  and  there  is 
only  one  date  variety  this  year,  is  of  the  so-caUed  Open  3 style,  as 
such  pieces  were  not  made  until  after  the  Close  3 had  been  dropped, 
that  logotype  being  employed  early  in  the  year.  Looking  at  the 
piece  under  magnification  we  note  that  everything  is  there  — the 
stars  all  have  their  center  points,  and  all  else  is  well. 

The  reverse  of  the  trade  dollar  depicts  an  eagle  perched,  hold- 
ing  three  arrows  and  an  olive  branch,  with  a prominent  berry  be- 
low the  branch  under  the  left  claw  (viewer’s  right).  There  is  some 
tiny  lightness  of  striking  which  we  probably  shouldn’t  even  men- 
tion except  that  it  is  normal  in  this  area,  and,  common  to  all  Proof 
trade  dollars  of  this  reverse  (also  used  during  1874),  there  is  a die 

Lvaiiici  bctunu  u ^vuu;,  passirii^ 

just  to  the  right  of  A (DOLLAR)  to  the  base  of  R.  Such  techni- 
calities are,  ofcourse,  well  known  to  the  specialist  and  are  described 
in  detail  in  Dave  Bowers’  earlier  mentioned  study. 

As  noted  in  the  introductory  material,  the  1873  is  extremely 
difficult  to  obtain  in  choice  Proof  preservation,  and  it  is  correct  to 
say  that  a piece  in  only  Proof-64  grade,  with  nice  aesthetic  appeal, 
would  satisfy  most  everyone  and  would  be  a badge  of  accomplish- 
ment to  acquire.  However,  the  Legend  piece  goes  far  beyond  this. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  what  happens  in  the  auction  room! 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1232  through  1242  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis. 

After  Lot  1242  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  1232  through  1242  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  1243.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  award's 
for  Lots  1232  through  1242  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then 
the  lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 
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Superb  Gem  1874  Trade  Dollar 
Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 
A Truly  Memorable  Coin 


(2x  photo) 

1233  1874  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Another  splendid  piece  with  su- 

perb iridescent  multicolored  toning,  this  “framing”  the  lighter  cen- 
ters — the  t\-pe  of  old-time  “original”  (as  it  is  sometimes  called) 
toning  that  some  specialists  will  die  tor! 

This  date  is  another  “toughie,”  as  the  vast  majority  of  pieces 
are  nicked,  marked,  or  have  problems.  Again,  even  a nice  Proof- 
()4  would  be  worth  owning.  The  present  coin  goes  beyond  all  ex- 
pected bounds,  and  emerges  as  the  very  finest  certified  by  PCGS, 
nice  Itself  as  people  like  numbers,  however,  beyond  that,  it  takes  a 
blue  ribbon  for  aesthetic  appeal  as  well.  The  reverse  of  this  coin  is 
exquisite  and  beautiful,  a treat  to  the  eye.  The  die  is  the  same  as 
used  to  com  the  1873  Proofs  and  shows  a tiny  line  on  the  reverse, 
not  easy  to  see  because  of  the  iridescent  toning,  but  there  if  you 
know  what  to  look  for. 


I'CCiS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1232  through  1242  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis, 
as  described  in  Lot  1232. 


Brilliant  Cameo  Proof  1875  Trade  Dollar 

One  of  The  Finest  Seen 


(2x  photo) 

1234  1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  The  present  piece  is 
brilliant  with  light  golden  toning,  a big  difference  in  appearance  from 
the  iridescent  toned  1873  and  1874,  and  interesting  for  its  varietv. 

Although  the  1875  is  not  quite  in  the  same  league  as  the  1873 
and  1874  in  terms  of  elusive  nature  in  attractive  condition,  it  still 
presents  a great  challenge.  The  coin  offered  here  answers  the  chal- 
lenge nicely,  and  is  a splendid  example.  The  reverse  introduces  a 
modification  to  the  die,  called  Type  II,  with  some  minor  changes, 
most  evident  below  the  eagle,  now  without  a berry  below  the  il,i\\. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1232  through  1242  will  be  sold  on  a prvsvtsional  basis, 
as  described  in  Lot  1232. 
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Gem  1876  Trade  Dollar 
High  Grade  and  Beauty  Combined 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

235  1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen 
with  multicolored  iridescent  toning,  reminiscent  of  the  beautiful 
1873  and  1874  trade  dollars  in  the  present  offering,  but,  of  course, 
slightly  different,  giving  fascinating  variety.  This  type  of  toning, 
sometimes  called  “original,”  is  highly  prized  today.  Gold  and  blue 
at  the  borders  change  towards  the  centers,  giving  a virtual  rainbow. 

While  the  eye  appeal  of  this  piece  serves  as  a beacon  and  no 
doubt  will  attract  bidders  from  far  and  wide,  its  status  as  the  only 
piece  in  this  grade  certified  by  PCGS,  without  a competitor  at  this 
level,  and  none  finer,  will  bring  even  more  bidders  to  the  fore.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  consignor,  who  has  “been  around,"  it  is  the 
very  finest  extant.  Only  one  bidder  will  be  successful,  and  in  ad- 
vance we  congratulate  the  purchaser! 

I’CCIS  Population:  1;  None  finer. 

Each  ofthe  lots  from  1232  through  1242  will  he  sold  on  a provision.ii  basis, 
as  described  in  Lot  1232. 


In  this  year  It  was  desired  to  redesign  the  reverse  of  the  ir.id(  doll--.  • 
to  end  once  and  for  all  some  of  the  difficulties  that  had  been  - sperien  . d n 
areas  ofhght  striking.  One  variety  of  pattern  was  made,  undated,  with  th-;  . - i 
in  very  shallow  relief.  A more  spectacular  idea  was  tlii  creation  of  an  -niirri 
new  reverse,  without  an  eagle,  but  with  inscriptions  coinnieniorating  the  i77r. 
1876  centennial  of  American  Independence.  The  thought  was  - -iisidered.  th.,-n 
it  was  decided  that  recipients  of  trade  dollars  in  the  orient  and  elsewhere  might 
be  confused  by  a new  design,  and  it  was  dropped.  However,  the  interesting  n.o’tif 
was  not  forgotten,  and  it  appeared  on  the  reverse  of  the  Assay  C:ommission  medal 
struck  this  year. 


Truly  Splendid  1877  Trade  Dollar 
Superb  Gem  Proof 
Lowest  Mintage  in  1873-1883 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

1236  1877  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen.  brilli.int. 
with  a whisper  of  gray  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  Frosty 
cameo  surfaces,  noted  on  the  holder,  and  quite  beautiful  to  be- 
hold. An  above  average  strike,  indeed  needle  sharp  in  all  respects. 
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obvcr^e  oiul  reverse,  this  being  particularly  important  in  the  1877 
year  because  fi>ni/iifii>«  strikes,  somewhat  related  to  the  Proofs,  usu- 
alK  have  very  weak  stars.  The  present  piece  showcases  the  design 
perfectly! 

The  1877  trade  dollar  is  a rarity  in  its  own  right,  and  to  this 
particular  issue  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  assigns  the 
smallest  mintage  quantity,  just  510,  the  lowest  figure  of  any  year 
1873  through  1883.  While  we  believe  that  a few  more  than  this 
may  have  been  made,  still  the  figure  was  quite  low,  and  today  sur- 
vivors are  highly  prized.  Of  those  that  exist,  relatively  few  can  equal, 
say,  Proof-65  certification  in  combination  with  superb  eye  appeal. 
However,  that  is  not  particularly  relevant  to  the  particular  offer- 
ing, which  checks  in  at  Proof-66  Cameo,  unique  in  the  PCGS  certi- 
fication, with  this  being  the  only  one,  and  none  finer.  Again,  the 
buyer  who  wants  something  truly  special  from  a numerical  view- 
point in  combination  with  eye  appeal  will  want  to  bid  liberally. 
Often  for  a coin  such  as  this  the  opportunity  is  more  important  than 
the  price  paid,  for  after  the  sale  the  successful  bidder  will  own  it, 
while  others  will  be  scrambling  to  acquire  one,  possibly  unsuc- 
cessfully for  a long  time. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1232  through  1242  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis, 
as  described  in  Lot  1232. 


Memorable  Gem  1878  Proof  Trade  Dollar 
First  Proof-Only  Year 


(2x  photo) 

1237  1878  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  deep  blue  irides- 
cent toning  that  has  never  been  disturbed,  never  cleaned,  never  pol- 
ished, never  improved  — simply  beautiful!  In  fact,  although  we 
haven’t  seen  the  other  pieces  in  and  around  this  certification  grade 
category,  we  would  be  hard  pressed  to  even  imagine,  in  theory,  that 
any  could  be  nicer!  This  piece  is  truly  breathtaking  to  behold. 

In  1878  the  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  no  trade  dollars  for  cir- 
culation, as  the  denomination  was  discontinued  under  the  Act  of 
1873,  before  coinage  commenced.  However,  Proofs  were  made 
for  collectors,  but  just  to  the  extent  of 900  coins,  instantly  creating 
a rarity. 

PCGS  Population;  12;  1 finer  (Proof-68). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1232  through  1242  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis, 
as  described  in  Lot  1232. 
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Superb  Gem  1879  Proof  Trade  Dollar 
“What  Flash!” 


(2x  photo) 

1238  1879  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  lovelypiece  is  brilliant  with 
a whisper  of  golden  toning.  On  describing  it,  Laurie  Sperber  was 
prompted  to  say,  “What  flash!”  and  perhaps  this  says  it  all.  The  sur- 
faces are  as  deeply  mirrored  as  can  be,  the  high  points  are  cameo, 
and  the  striking  is  so  sharp  that  even  under  high  magnification  we 
can’t  find  anything  to  describe  otherwise. 

The  1879  continues  the  Proof-only  series.  As  noted  in  the  in- 
troduction, in  this  year  there  was  a popular  speculation,  the  mint- 
age touched  1,541,  quite  large  for  the  era.  However,  it  seems  that 
most  of  the  buyers  weren’t  dedicated  numismatists,  some  undoubt- 
edly tired  of  their  purchases  later,  and  in  any  event  very  few  have 
survived  in  condition  equaling  the  present  coin.  Here,  indeed,  is 
another  marvelous  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  I finer  (Proof-67  Cameo). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1232  through  1242  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis, 
as  described  in  Lot  1232. 


Gorgeous  Golden  1880  Proof  Trade  $1 


(2x  photo) 

1239  1880  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Wonderfil  golden  iridescence 
with  cameo  devices.  A beautiful  coin,  one  that  is  as  attractive  as  is 
conceivably  possible  for  the  assigned  grade,  one  that  was  seemingly 
irresistible  to  Legend  when  this  world-class  collection  was  formed, 
and  a coin  that  should  likewise  prove  irresistible  to  our  bidding  au- 
dience. 

PC.GS  Population:  8;  2 finer  (Proof-67  Cameo  finest). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1232  through  1242  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis, 
as  described  m Lot  1232. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 


»s 


l l il,  C :i  ASSK  :s  SAl  1 


Superb  Cieiii  ot  Great  Beauty 


1881 


roTF 


Impressive  1881  Trade  SI 


‘Autumnal”  Gem  Proof  1882  Trade  Dollar 


i,2\  photo) 

1240  ISSl  Proot-66  Cameo  (I’CXiS).  A lovely  specimen,  bnlluiit  with 
just  .1  hint  of  ^tilden  toning,  .ittr.ictive  to  the  eye,  with  frosted  sle- 
vices,  set  .ig.iinst  deep  mirror  fields.  Just  four  examples  of  the  date 
have  been  called  Proof'-(>0  Cameo  bv  PCCS.  with  just  one  certified 
finer  within  the  designation,  not  many  considering  that  thousands 
of'nuimsmatists  would  w alk  a mile  to  own  such  a piece.  1 ligh  grad- 
ing number,  great  eye  appeal,  and  low  mintage  come  together  m 
this  Miigle  v oin.  The  mintage  is  of  particular  importance,  falling  to 
|ust  'foil,  L.iusmg  this  to  be  one  of  the  most  desirable  pieces  in  the 
.eru  s 

I’f  ( .s  1‘npul.uu'ti  4.  1 I Ganioii 

■ .1.  !i  nt  rhc  l<it>  from  1232  through  1242  will  be  ‘.oKl  a prtnisioiul  basiN. 

; I'll  li  in  1 II  ■ '*  sj 


1241  1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Laurie  Sperber  said  the  toning  on  this 

reminded  her  of  autumn  leaves,  what  with  gold,  a bit  of  brown, 
blue,  (scarce  in  autumn  here  in  New  Hampshire,  not  sure  .ibout 
leaves  where  Laurie  lives),  and  more,  a variegated  rainbow. 

The  tirade  assigned.  Proot-66.  has  good  company,  with  17  oth- 
ers plus  SIX  higher,  but  still  the  absolute  rarity  of  the  piece  is  such 
that  the  demand  tor  it  is  sufficiently  intense,  that  pieces  when  of- 
fered always  draw  strong  competition.  Again,  the  mintage  is  low, 
and  consists  of  1,PP7  Proof  pieces. 

I'tXIS  Population:  IH;  6 liner  {Proof-()H  linest). 

F.ach  ot'tlie  lots  from  I2,i2  ilirongli  1242  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis, 
js  described  m LiU  1232. 
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“None  Finer”  Gem  Proof  1883  Trade  Dollar 
Gorgeous,  None  Finer  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

1242  1883  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Our  offering  of  the  Legend  Col- 
lection of  Proof  Trade  Dollars  closes  out  with  this  lovely  gem,  a 
dazzling  Proof-66,  mirror  surfaces,  cameo  devices,  and  attractive  in 
all  regards — superb  iridescent  toning  with  emphasis  on  gold.  Only 
six  certifications  at  this  level  have  taken  place  at  PCGS,  and  none 
finer.  Again,  the  word  opportunity  rises  to  the  forefront.  If  you  have 
been  waiting  for  a trade  dollar  of  this  date,  the  last  readily  collectible 
year  in  the  series  and  the  variety  with  a mintage  of  just  979,  wc 
recommend  holding  your  hand  high  in  the  air  until  the  auctioneer 
cries  “Sold!” 

Thus  concludes  this  offering,  what  a nice  opportunity  this  has 
been  for  us  to  catalogue  it,  and,  now,  for  you  to  enjoy  it. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  1232  through  1242  will  be  sold  on  a provisional  basis, 
as  described  in  Lot  1232. 


The  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  Trade  Dollars 

1243  Trade  dollar  set  1873-1883,  as  individually  described  in  Lots  1232 
through  1242  above.  The  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  Trade  Dol- 
lars IS  by  far  the  finest  complete  set  ever  assembled  and  is  the  current 
number  1 set  PCGS  Registry  Set  extant!  This  set  includes  superb 
gem  specimens  of  the  rare  early  dates  such  as  the  1873  and  1874.  At 
this  point  m the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  Lots  1232  through 
1242  will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  this  will  constitute  the 
opening  bid  for  the  current  lot.  Lot  1243.  If  this  bid  is  met  or 
exceeded,  the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceUed  and  the  coins 
will  be  owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total; 
11  pieces) 


Further  Important  Ticade  Dollars 

Now  that  the  Legend  Collection  of  Proof  Trade  dollars  is  com- 
plete, we  offer  a continuity,  a very  nice  selection  of  other  trade  dol- 
lars of  different  grades,  some  Proofs,  interesting  mintmarks  here  and 
there,  (including  the  curious  S/CC),  and  others.  Certainly  a high- 
light of  this  or  any  other  sale  of  our  era  is  Lot  1260,  a simply  spec- 
tacular example  of  the  1876-CC  with  Doubled  Die  Reverse,  a vari- 
ety of  which  none  other  than  the  eminent  authority  Bill  Fivaz  states 
is  the  most  spectacular  Doubled  Die  in  the  entire  United  States  se- 
ries! This  particular  variety  is  elusive. 

This  selection  continues  through  the  end  of  the  regular  senes  and 
concludes  with  the  year  1883. 


1244  1873  MS-63  (NGC).  Full  silver  brilhance  with  a highly  satiny  re- 
verse and  sharp  frosted  devices.  The  reverse  is  boldly  lustrous  while 
the  obverse  exhibits  slight  prooflike  reflectivity  somewhat  in  con- 
trast with  the  devices.  An  attractive  choice  Mint  State  example  of 
this  first  year  of  issue  for  the  trade  dollar. 
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Lustrous  1873-CC  Trade  $1 


1245  1873-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  silver  surfaces  with  some  hints 
of  gold.  Quite  a few  bag  marks,  but  that  is  the  name  of  the  game 
when  describing  and  attributing  a coin  as  AU-58,  rather  than,  say, 
MS-60,  although  we  are  quick  to  say  that  this  AU-58  trade  dollar 
has  fewer  bag  marks  than  seen  on  a typical  MS-60  or  MS-61  Mor- 
gan dollar  — not  that  such  comparisons  are  valid.  Quite  well  struck 
on  obverse  and  reverse,  better  than  usual  for  this  ever-popular  Car- 
son  City  issue.  Incidentally,  a complete  collection  of  circulation  strike 
trade  dollars  1873-1878  is  a doable  challenge,  although  several  vari- 
eties are  quite  scarce  in  higher  grades,  the  Carson  City  issues  being 
most  notable  in  this  respect,  and  with  the  last  issue  of  the  series, 
1878-CC,  being  quite  rare  in  any  grade. 

Date  high  m obverse  field.  Reverse  with  mintmark  punched  with  two  sepa- 
rate small  C letters,  the  left  being  significantly  lower,  and  the  spacing  widely 
apart. 


1246  1873-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces,  lustrous  and  satiny,  with 
a hint  of  gold.  Fairly  well  struck,  needle  sharp  in  most  aspects  on  the 
obverse,  except  for  the  highest  hair  detail.  Most  cataloguers  do  not 
mention  such  things,  so  in  no  way  consider  these  remarks  to  be 
negative,  they  are  simply  infomiatii>e.  All  told,  the  piece  is  above  av- 
erage. On  the  reverse  the  striking  is  fairly  decent,  except  for  the 
very  highest  spots.  A few  scattered  marks  are  seen  here  and  there. 


1247  1874  .MS-63  (PCGS).  A Mint  State  1874,  the  lustre  being  “deep” 
and  a bit  different  in  appearance  than  the  following  coin,  and  the 
unking  being  somewhat  sharper.  Brilliant  with  just  a whisper  of 


toning.  A very  special  coin,  never  mind  it  being  in  “only”  MS-63 
grade.  Some  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  to  be  sure,  perhaps  most 
noticeably  on  the  eagle’s  wing  to  the  left,  but  such  arc  what  deter- 
mine the  grade. 

The  reverse  die  exhibits  interesting  breaks,  nearly  continuous  around  the 
periphery,  going  through  the  tops  of  the  letters  on  the  upper  part  of  the  coin 
and  on  the  bottom  of  the  letters  on  the  lower  part. 


1248  1874  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous,  brilhant  with  a hint  of 
golden  toning.  The  surfaces  are  satiny  in  nature.  The  striking  is  above 
average,  but  with  some  trivial  lightness,  scarcely  worth  mentioning, 
and  in  any  event  par  for  the  course.  A very  handsome  example  of 
this  Philadelphia  Mint  issue,  not  at  all  easy  to  find  in  MS-63  preser- 
vation, and  even  more  difficult  to  locate  with  pleasing  appearance, 
as  here. 

Choice  Mint  State  1874-CC  Trade  Dollar 

Tiny  CC  Mintmark 


1249  1874-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Quite  well 
struck  (although  not  completely  sharp  in  all  areas  — they  never  are), 
attractive,  and  with  as  much  eye  appeal  as  we  have  ever  seen  in  any 
trade  dollar  at  this  grade  level,  never  mind  that  in  general  the  Car- 
son  City  varieties  are  harder  to  find  in  this  preservation  (as  opposed 
to  those  struck  in  San  Francisco).  This  piece  will  bejust  right  for  the 
advanced  specialist  who  no  doubt  can  say  the  search  for  this  date 
and  mint  ends  right  here. 

Mintmark  m small  letters,  the  left  lower  than  the  right,  and  fairly  widely 
spaced.  While  all  1873-CC  trade  dollars  have  small  letters,  those  of  1874  come 
both  ways,  small  letters  as  here,  and  large  letters  as  in  the  following  lot. 
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Lustrous  1874-CC  Trade  Dollar 

Large  CC  Mintmark 


1250  1874-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive,  a very 
nice  piece,  but  with  more  bagmarks  than  the  preceding,  thus  ac- 
counting for  the  grade.  The  reverse  has  significantly  fewer  bagmarks 
than  the  obverse,  reminding  us  that  the  old  time  practice  (back  in 
the  early  1980s  when  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Certi- 
fication Service  was  active  in  Colorado  Springs),  the  “split  grading” 
concept  was  used  — delivering  more  information  than  just  a single 
number.  In  the  present  instance,  if  we  were  to  use  split  grading  we 
would  call  It  MS-62/64,  perhaps  worth  knowing.  Reverse  with  larger 
CC  letters  in  mintmark,  closely  spaced,  and  quite  unlike  the  issue 
just  offered. 

The  difference  between  these  varieties  is  sufficiently  dramatic  that  the  well- 
financed  collector  may  want  to  consider  the  present  piece  not  as  a duplicate  of 
the  preceding,  but  as  a different  variety  well  worth  owning. 


1251  1874-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate  golden 
toning.  The  striking  on  the  obverse  is  above  average,  but  with  some 
lightness  on  the  highest  hair  details,  not  unusual.  The  reverse  is  an 
exceptional  strike,  with  most  of  the  talon  details  well  defined.  A 
scratch  at  the  upper  left  past  the  eagle’s  wing,  probably  keeps  this  in 
the  MS-62  level  rather  than  a notch  or  so  higher. 


1875  Gem  Proof  Trade  Dollar 

Type  I/I 


(2x  photo) 

1252  1875  Type  I/I.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Mottled  surfaces  characterize 
this  Proof  of  the  1875  date,  a year  particularly  in  demand  as  the 
related  circulation  strikes  are  of  low  mintage.  The  obverse  surfaces 
are  silver  with  splashes  of  brown,  and,  around  the  date,  bright  iri- 
descent blue  with  a hint  of  magenta.  The  reverse  is  mottled  light 
gray  and  brown. 
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Seltiom  Seen  Mint  State  1875  Trade  SI 

Type  I/II 


1253  1875  Type  I/II.  MS-63  (NGC).  As  a date,  circulation  strikes  of  the 
1875  trade  dollar  are  seldom  seen  in  choice  Mint  State.  The  present 
piece  is  a rare  exception,  and  is  desirable  for  that  regard  alone.  How- 
ever, the  appeal  goes  beyond  that,  with  this  coin  having  brilliant  sur- 
faces with  delicate  golden  toning,  nice  lustre,  and  somewhat  above 
average  strike.  This  is  another  “keeper”  for  the  specialist. 

This  is  a transition  issue  combining  the  Type  1 obverse,  with  the  ribbon 
ends  below  LIbERTY  pointing  to  the  lower  left  (rather  than  downward  as  on 
Type  11),  and  with  reverse  being  the  modified  design  without  berry  on  the  branch 
below  the  eagle’s  claw  at  the  observer’s  right. 

The  reverse  die  is  lightly  cracked  around  the  border,  inside  the  denticles, 
through  the  tops  and  bottoms  (as  the  case  may  be)  ot  the  letters  in  the  inscrip- 
tion. 


Important  1875-CC  Trade  Dollar 
Type  I/I  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 


1254  1875-CC  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  A truly  splendid  coin,  graded 
IVlS-64,  but  if  it  were  graded  MS-65  we  wouldn’t  say  a peep  it  is 
that  nice!  The  obverse  and  reverse  have  satiny  lustre  overlaid  with  a 
nuance  of  gold.  The  striking  is  quite  good,  significantly  above  aver- 
age, on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  Carson  City  coins  of  any  year  are 
very  difficult  to  obtain  in  this  grade,  or  close  to  it. 

The  obverse  die  shows  parallel  preparation  marks,  giving  a “brush”  or  sat- 
iny frost  to  the  fields,  interesting  to  contemplate,  and  quite  visible  under  high 
magnification.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  both  ot  the  Type  1 contiguration. 
the  reverse  having  a prominent  berry  below  the  claw. 
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Showcase  1875-S/CC  Trade  Dollar 
Overmintmark,  Type  I/I 


1255  1875-S/CC  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (NGC).  The  1875-S/CC  is  the  only 
overmintmark  in  the  trade  dollar  series.  Examples  are  scarce  in  any 
grade,  and  in  Mint  State,  with  the  earlier  letters  fairly  well  defined 
(as  here)  are  quite  scarce.  The  present  coin  is  in  beautiful  Mint  State, 
fairly  well  struck,  with  satiny  lustre  and  a hint  of  golden  toning.  The 
all-important  reverse  die  began  life  as  a Carson  City  issue,  with  two 
tiny  CC  letters  below  the  S (GRAINS),  probably  prepared  in  1873 
or  early  1874,  when  the  small  letters  were  used.  However,  it  is  likely 
that  this  die  was  not  shipped  to  the  Carson  City  Mint  but,  instead, 
was  kept  on  hand  in  Philadelphia,  where  all  dies  were  made.  Then 
in  1875  the  dies  were  needed  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  and  this 
‘obsolete”  style  of  CC  reverse  was  taken  off  the  shelf,  the  mint- 
mark  partly  ground  away,  and  an  S mintmark  heavily  punched  into 
it,  creating  the  variety. 

The  reverse  die  used  to  strike  the  present  specimen  received  extensive  use, 
as  evidenced  on  the  present  specimen  by  cracks  through  the  peripheral  letters. 


1256  1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  deeply 
frosty.  Some  areas  oflight  striking  on  obverse  and  reverse,  but  defi- 
nitely above  average.  A very  nice  coin  with  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal 
a consideration  that  it  is  not  at  all  easy  to  obtain  among  circula- 
tion strike  trade  dollars,  and  in  this  regard  the  present  string  of  satis- 
fying pieces  is  hardly  typical!  The  present  piece  is  ideal  for  type  or 
variety. 

The  reverse  displays  some  cracks  through  the  peripheral  letters,  a vulner- 
able area  of  the  die  that  on  these  large  and  heavy  coins  often  shows  this  features. 


1257  1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  deli- 
cate golden  toning.  Significantly  above  average  strike.  Excellent  eye 
appeal.  Another  dandy  trade  dollar.  Although  you  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  such  in  the  present  listing,  take  our  word  for  it  that  if  you 
were  to  go  out  in  the  wide  marketplace  and  look  for  1875-S  trade 
dollars  graded  as  MS-63,  not  many  would  equal  the  quahty  of  the 
piece  offered  here. 

Some  light  cracks  through  the  letters  on  the  reverse,  as  often. 


1258  1876  Proof-62  Cameo  (NGC).  Deep  mirror  Proof with  a nuance 
of  golden  toning,  a splendid  piece  with  a generous  measure  of  eye 
appeal.  Although  the  grade  is  only”  Proof-62  the  aesthetic  effects 
are  such  that  if  you  pay  a Proof-63  price  you  will  still  have  a worth- 
while value.  The  piece  is  very,  very  attractive! 

The  obverse  and  reverse  are  exceedingly  well  struck,  in  fact 
defwitipe  for  the  design.  On  the  reverse  there  is  a slight  stippling  m 
the  original  planchet,  between  the  wing  and  E (AMERICA) , noth- 
ing  to  do  with  contact  marks,  but  possibly  why  this  piece  hasn't 
graded  Proof-63  or  even  Proof-64. 

This  represents  a combination  of  the  old  and  new  styles,  the  Type  1 obverse 
being  the  style  with  the  ribbon  ends  pointing  to  the  left.  The  Type  11  reverse, 
introduced  in  1875,  is  without  berry  below  the  eagle’s  claw. 
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1259  1876  Type  I/II.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Fairly 
well  struck,  but  with  some  lightness  here  and  there,  but  signiticantly 
above  average  in  detail.  Brilliant  with  a hint  of  golden  toning.  An- 
other trade  dollar  of  hand-picked  quality,  the  likes  ot  which  are  apt 
to  spoil  you  if  you  miss  these  and  hope  to  easily  find  their  counter- 
parts somewhere  else! 


Trade  dollan  minted  early  m this  year  were  le^al  tender  at  face  value,  but 
the  price  of  silver  was  falling  on  world  markets,  and  on  July  22,  1S76,  congress 
demonetized  the  trade  dollar-it  was  no  longer  legal  tender,  and  pieces  traded 
only  at  bullion  or  melt  value.  The  trade  dollar  remained  demonetized  until  the 
remarkable  Coinage  Act  of  1965,  a catchall  piece  of  legislation  that  monetized 
and  made  legal  tender  anything  and  everything  struck  at  the  mints,  including 
pattern  coins  (which  m our  opinion  were  never  intended  to  be  legal  tender). 
Proof  coins  made  for  collectors,  the  fascinating  1933  double  eagle  (which  an 
imperious  buffoon  in  the  government,  one  F.  Leland  Howard  by  name,  de- 
clared was  illegal  to  own,  this  per  his  edict  at  the  time). 

After  July  22,  1876,  the  trade  dollar  became  an  object  of  attention  for  car- 
toonists and  political  satirists,  and  many  sketches  featuring  this  coin  appeared  in 
Harper's  Illusiraled  Pl'eekly,  various  newspapers,  and  elsewhere.  There  were  also 
some  shenanigans  involved,  widely  reported,  in  which  mill  owners  and  other 
bought  demonetized  trade  dollars  at  deep  discounts  (although  they  were  sup- 
posed to  be  worth  meltdown  value,  on  the  market  they  sold  for  less),  and  used 
them  at  face  value  to  buy  the  workers.  The  workers  could  not  spend  them  at 
face  value,  and  had  to  take  a loss,  but  there  was  no  higher  authority  who  would 
hear  their  complaint. 


1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Trade  Dollar 
Incredible,  Marvelous  Mint  State 
A Numismatic  Landmark 


(2x  photo) 

1260  1876-CC  Type  I/I,  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  MS-62  (NGC).  The 
1876-CC  trade  dollar  with  Doubled  Die  Reverse  is  one  of  the  classics 
in  the  tr.ide  dolbr  series,  and  is  also  a rarity  of  legendary  proportions. 

We  have  only  ever  seen  a few  of  them  in  our  numismatic  lifetime,  and 
most  extant  specimens  fall  quite  short  of  the  piece  offered  here.  The 
coin  IS  exceedingly  well  struck,  with  hair  and  star  detail  being  mar- 
velous, the  eagle’s  claws  being  well  defined,  and  ifjor  no  other  reason  it 
would  be  worth  a stretch  bid  for  this  reason  alone.  However,  this 
aspect,  as  attractive  as  it  is,  fades  into  obscurity  with  regard  to  its  main 
feature:  the  reverse  die  is  sharply  doubled,  most  evident  at  the  olive 
branch  and  eagle’s  wang  tip  to  the  observer’s  right.  The  first  impres- 
sion of  the  die  was  far  off  register  (much  more  so  than  even  the  dra- 
matic 1955  Doubled  Die  cent),  then  the  working  die  was  repunched, 
but  ample  traces  of  the  first  impression  remained. 

Although  unusual  things  happen  in  the  coin  market  every  once 
m a while,  and  we  can  be  surprised  by  rarities,  it  is  likely  that  the 
■ innor  - ur  and  specialist  will  track  down  the  very  famous  1884, 
or  ^~:rhaps  veil  an  1885,  before  finding  a beautiful  Mint  State  1876- 


CC  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  Of  course,  the  values  are  not  the  same, 
and  the  present  piece  is  a variety,  although  dramatic,  rather  than  a 
stand-alone  date.  Still,  we  e.xpect  that  when  it  crosses  the  auction 
block,  excitement  will  prevail.  A little  informational  file  on  this  par- 
ticular specimen  will  be  given  to  the  successful  bidder  if  requested. 

So  important  is  this  variety  that  it  made  news  headlines  in  both  Coin  Horid 
November  10, 2003,  (illustrated  and  dominating  the  page  on  which  it  appeared), 
and  Sumismatic  News,  November  11, 2003,  also  illustrated,  and  given  a smaller 
write  up.  In  both  instance  it  was  heralded  as  “the  finest  specimen  graded  by 
NGC,"  and  possibly  the  very  finest  known. 

The  Coin  ITorld article  quoted  David  W.  Lange,  NGC’s  well  known  Direc- 
tor of  Numismatic  Research,  commenting  that  this  is  the  most  spectacular  ot 
several  doubled  die  varieties  known  to  the  trade  dollar  series.  The  rare  variety 
features  a widely  separated  secondary  image  of  the  olive  branch  grasped  by  the 
eagle.  The  doubling  is  readily  discernible  to  the  naked  ey'e.  A number  ot  ex- 
amples have  been  certified  in  circulated  grades.  Mint  State  pieces  are  exceed- 
ingly rare.  This  specimen  has  very  nice  surfaces  and  is  free  of  significant  markN. 
Lange  continued.  Further,  “it  is  a very  early  state  of  the  dies.  All  details  arc  bold 
and  quite  distinct.  We  see  this  rare  variety  only  occasionally,  and  it  is  rare  to  sec 
one  this  sharp  and  pristine.” 
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1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Reverse 

AU-58 


1261  1876-CC  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Pretend  that 
the  previous  coin  did  not  exist!  Then  we  would  say  essentially  the 
same  thing  about  the  present  example,  except  that  instead  of  being 
in  Mint  State,  it  is  in  very  high  level  AU,  indeed,  the  highest  you 
can  get  without  crossing  the  MS-6()  barrier.  Similar  to  the  preced- 
ing, it  is  very  well  struck  (but  not  quite  as  sharp  in  all  the  details), 
and  is  very  attractive  to  the  eye.  While  it  is  not  Mint  State,  it  is  one 
of  the  very  finest  we  have  ever  seen,  and,  accordingly,  we  expect  it 
to  sell  for  a strong  “four  figure”  bid.  Whatever  the  present  lot  or  the 
previous  lot  sell  for  on  auction  day,  we  suspect  that  if  you  were 
equipped  with  a cashier’s  check  of  double  the  price  realized,  and 
went  to  the  largest  convention  of  the  year,  you  would  not  be  able  to 
duphcate  them.  Truly,  this  opportunity  is  unparalleled. 

1262  1876-SType  I/I.  MS-61  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  lustrous.  Lightgolden 
toning.  A coin  with  a great  amount  of  eye  appeal,  not  a gem  or  even 
close,  but  well  struck  and  very  nice.  This  piece  is  ideal  for  inclusion 
in  a type  set  or  to  illustrate  the  specific  variety. 

Choice  Mint  State  1877-S  Trade  Dollar 


263  1877-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  and  lustrous,  somewhat  satiny 
with  a hint  of  prooflike  character.  Light  golden  toning  with  some 
flecks  of  dark  gray.  A few  contact  marks  here  and  there  are  men- 
tioned, but  probably  shouldn’t  be,  for  if  they  didn’t  exist  we  would 
be  describing  a MS-65  or  MS-66  coin. 

On  die  reverse  the  mintmark  is  very  small,  indeed  quite  tiny. 


1264  1878  Proof-62  (NGC).  BriUiant  with  a suggestion  of  golden  ton- 
ing. Quite  sharply  struck.  Very  nice  for  what  it  is,  a Proof-62  speci- 
men of  this  classic  date,  the  first  year  in  the  trade  series  to  be  struck 
only  in  Proof  format,  with  no  related  pieces  for  circulation.  Now 
and  forever  a key  date. 


1265  1878-S  MS-62  (NGC).  BriUiant  and  lustrous,  satiny  and  attrac- 
tive. Fairly  weU  struck,  but  with  a trace  of  striking  lightness,  this  on 
the  eagle’s  leg  to  the  observer’s  left  (with  the  other  leg  being  sharply 
struck,  about  the  opposite  of  what  one  might  expect)  a very  nice 
example  of  the  last  year  of  the  circulating  coinage. 

In  1877,  in  his  excellent  study,  Money  and  Legal  Tender  Dr.  Henry  R. 
Linderman,  longtime  mint  official  and  numismatist,  reported  that  the  trade  dollar 
was  a fantastic  success  — it  did  its  duty  in  China,  as  hoped  for.  However,  politi- 
cal considerations  intervened  as  described  earlier  in  the  present  trade  dollar  list- 
ing, and  coinage  came  to  an  end. 
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Iriilescent  Gem  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 
Proof-Only  Date 


1266  1879  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Beautiful  iridescent  surfaces  — among 
the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  — grace  this  piece.  The  colors  at  the 
center  are  light  brown  with  accents  of  gold  and  other  hues,  chang- 
ing to  hints  of  magenta,  then  at  the  borders  electric  blue  and  gold. 
Coins  with  pristine  old  type  toning  such  as  this  are  increasingly 
rare,  as  many  pieces  have  been  cleaned,  some  remaining  bright 
and  others  being  subjected  to  artificial  toning.  In  general,  quality 
of  the  nature  offered  here  comes  on  the  market  only  when  old- 
time  collections  are  sold,  or  pieces  from  such  collections  change 
hands  once  again. 

Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  Dollar 


1267  1880  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Lovely  gray  and  lilac  toning  over 
deep  mirror  surfaces,  another  trade  dollar  with  old-type  toning, 
another  piece  worthy  of  special  attention. 

As  noted  in  our  description  for  the  Legend  Collection  of  Proof 
Trade  Dollars,  issues  of  1879  and  1880  have  higher  mintages  due 
to  speculation  at  the  time,  but  examples  today  in  2004  are  very 
hard  to  find  in  high  grades. 


1268  1880  Proof-63  Cameo  (NGC).  BriOiant  mirrorlike  surfaces  with 
light  golden  toning.  Some  lightness  of  striking  at  the  stars  above  and 
on  the  right,  not  unusual  for  trade  dollars  of  this  date,  although  we 
note  that  all  details  of  the  reverse  are  needle  sharp. 


Important  Gem  1881  Trade  Dollar 

Mottled  Iridescent  Proof 


1269  1881  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Mottled  golden,  blue,  brown,  and  other 
hues,  light  to  medium  in  intensity,  over  deep  mirror  surfaces,  char- 
acterize this  this  highly  popular  and  very  elusive  Proof-only  trade 
dollar  ot  1881.  Whenever  examples  come  on  the  market  they  are 
highly  sought  after,  and  it  is  indeed  remarkable  that  our  present  sale 
has  three  of  them!  An  object  of  attention  for  the  connoisseur  and 
specialist. 

Affordable  1881  Trade  Dollar 
Proof-Only  Date 


1270  1881  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Light  brown  and  gold  toning,  somewhat 
mottled,  with  splashes  of  gunmetal-blue  on  the  reverse.  Nicely 
struck.  Pleasing  to  the  eye,  this  trade  dollar  has  been  certified  in 
Proof-63  grade,  which  simply  means  that  it  will  cost  you  a lot  less 
than  if  it  had  been  certified  significantly  higher.  And  yet,  the  piece 
is  quite  attractive.  If  you  have  been  seeking  an  example  of  this  date, 
consider  the  present  lot  very  carefully. 
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Gem  Proof  1882  Trade  $1 


1271  1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Deep  and  warm  lilac-gray  with  bursts  of 
rich  electric  blue  and  lilac  on  the  obverse,  and  with  a rich  array  of 
orange  and  gold  toning  on  the  reverse.  Sharp  and  appealing.  One  of 
1,097  Proofs  struck  for  the  date;  no  circulation  strike  trade  dollars 
were  produced  1879  through  1885.  Minor  doubling  at  bases  of  420 
GRAINS  on  the  reverse. 


Splendid  Proof  1882  Trade  Dollar 


Proof-Only  Date 


1272  1882  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces.  Nicely 
struck  on  both  sides.  The  devices  have  been  designated  “cameo” 
by  NGC,  a rather  popular  terminology  of  recent  times,  but  all 
Proofs  of  the  1882  trade  dollar  are  this  way;  earlier  certified  pieces, 
before  this  practice  went  into  effect,  are  also  “cameo.”  The  word 
has  become  very  popular,  and  we  see  it  increasingly  attached  to 
more  series. 


Affordable  1882  Trade  Dollar 


Proof-Only  Date 


1273  1882  Proof-63  (ANACS).  Mottled  light  gold  and  brown  toning 
over  mirror  surfaces,  with  some  splashes  of  blue.  Very  well  struck, 
and  quite  nice  in  all  regards.  Here  is  another  “affordable”  1882  trade 


dollar,  a worthwhile  alternative  if  you  do  not  want  to  pay  signifi- 
cantly more  for  a IToof-65  or  higher  specimen.  As  these  piece- 
never  circulated,  one  can  not  expect  to  obtained  a urll  worn  ex- 
ample, although  impaired  Proofs  are  a possibility.  However,  rather 
than  buying  an  impaired  Proof  (which  would  be  graded  Proof-50, 
Proof-55,  or  something  similar),  the  present  coin  beacons  as  a fine 
item  to  own. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1883  Trade  Dollar 

Last  Collectible  Date 


1274  1883  Proof-66  ★ Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful,  ex- 
tremely well  struck,  and  definitive  for  the  design  as  well  as  the  grade. 
Frosty  devices,  designated  “Cameo”  on  the  holder,  are  set  against 
fields  that  almost  resemble  a puddle  of  liquid  mercury.  Of  all  of  the 
later  date  trade  dollars,  the  1883  is  perhaps  the  most  desired,  simply 
because  it  is  the  latest  date  that  can  be  collected,  the  1884  and  1885 
being  for  all  practical  purposes  unobtainable. 


Worthwhile  1883  Trade  Dollar 

Proof-Only  Date 


1275  1883  Proof-63.  Brilliant  with  a hint  of  mottled  steel  toning.  Nicely 
struck,  attractive,  and  very  worthwhile.  Although  this  piece  has  not 
been  certified,  we  offer  it  as  Proof-63,  suggesting  that  we  may  be  a 
bit  conservative,  as,  perhaps,  it  could  be  described  a notch  higher. 
In  any  event,  the  piece  is  beautiful,  attractive,  rare,  and  in  demand. 
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There  is  a lot  to  love  about  the  little  gold  dollar  - interesting  vari- 
eties, a diversm-  of  mints  and  three  major  types,  hidden  rarities  and  a 
tew  issues  that  are  regularly  available  in  remarkably  fine  grade.  A lovely 
New  C'irleans  issue  from  the  first  year  of  the  denomination,  1849, 
starts  our  otTermg,  followed  by  a scarce  issue  of  the  Charlotte  Mint. 
Type  11  pieces  are  quite  rare  in  high  grade  and  always  under  strong 
demand  from  t\pe  collectors  - what  type  collector  wouldn’t  be  thrilled 
with  an  1855  in  MS-66  grade!  Specialists  in  the  series  will  be  amazed 
at  the  1858  in  MS-68*  (NGC)  and  the  1859-S  m MS-64  (PCGS), 
these  dates  each  being  essentially  unheard  of  in  such  lofty  states  of 
preservation.  Other  pieces  are  otTered,  in  both  Mint  State  and  Proof, 
for  specialists  and  more  general  collectors  alike.  All  gold  dollar  pho- 
tographs are  twice  actual  size. 

Choice  Mint  State  1849-0  Gold  $1 

Inaugural  Date  of  Denomination 


1276  1849-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some 
deeper  olive  highlights.  A satiny  beauty  that  pushes  the  gem  cat- 
egory in  many  ways;  the  strike  is  sharp  and  the  lustre  is  strong,  to 
name  just  a few'.  Not  a great  rarity  by  any  means,  but  a date  for 
which  the  typically  found  specimen  is  apt  be  EF  or  so.  A pleasing 
choice  Mint  State  New  Orleans  Mint  gold  dollar  from  the  first  year 
of  the  denomination. 

Uncirculated  1851-C  Gold  $1 


1277  1851-C  MS-60  (NGC).  Satiny  and  lustrous  olive-gold  with  some 
yellow  brightness  in  the  protected  areas.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date. 
Some  faint,  stray  marks  account  for  the  assigned  grade. 


1278  1853-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  some 
pale  olive  iridescence.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  and  grade, 
and  a nice  example  of  Type  I gold  dollar  branch  mint  coinage. 


1279  1853-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Another  striking  testimony  to  the  gold 
dollar  coinage  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Highly  lustrous  yellow 
gold  with  strong  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  Nicely  struck. 

Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1855  Gold  $1 


1280  1855  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  of  the  finest  order.  Deep  honey 
gold  surfaces  display  strong  cartwheel  lustre  with  a lively  nuance  of 
bright  peach  and  orange  iridescence.  Sharply  struck  from  a lightly 
clashed  state  of  the  dies,  and  quite  impressive  as  such;  this  date  typi- 
cally comes  heavily  clashed  and  lightly  struck!  A gorgeous  gem  Type 
II  gold  dollar,  the  present  specimen  being  among  the  top  dozen  ex- 
amples of  the  date  certified  by  NGC.  Truly  a coin  that  will  be  a 
focal  point  in  any  gold  dollar  collection  or  U.S.  gold  type  set. 

NGC  Census:  7;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 


1281  1855  AU-58  (NGC).  Frosty  medium  gold  with  underlying  lustre 
and  a nuance  of  pale  peach.  A nice  coin  for  the  grade. 
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1282  1856-SEF-45  (ANACS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  a decent  amount 
of  bright  lustre  in  the  recessed  areas.  The  1856-S  gold  dollar  issue  is 
the  final  Type  11  gold  dollar  issue,  and  the  only  Type  II  gold  dollar 
struck  in  1856;  Philadelphia  and  Dahlonega  were  busy  with  the  new 
Type  III  gold  dollar  issues  of  the  date. 


Incredible  Gem  1858  Gold  Dollar 

Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1283  1858  MS-68^(NGC).  A simply  incredible  gold  dollar!  Bright 
honey  gold  surfaces  display  a wealth  of  lustre  on  the  sharply  struck, 
frosty  golden  surfaces.  A coin  that  truly  approaches  absolute  perfec- 
tion in  all  ways  — indeed,  everything  about  it  screams  perfection. 
The  present  lively  golden  gem  is  the  only  example  of  the  date  called 
MS-68  ★ by  NGC,  with  none  certified  finer.  This  piece  may  very 
well  be  the  finest  extant  gold  dollar  of  the  date,  which  will  no  doubt 
mean  plenty  of  intense  bidding  activity  when  this  near-flawless  prize 
crosses  the  auction  block! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Sweet  Collection. 


Dynamic  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1284  1859-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rich  orange  gold  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  on  frosty  motifs  and  lightly  prooflike  fields.  Bursts  of  bright 
golden  iridescence  leap  from  the  protected  regions  of  the  coin.  A 
nicely  struck  specimen  from  a mintage  of  15,000  pieces,  most  of 
which  no  doubt  saw  some  circulation  in  San  Francisco  and  the  sur- 
rounding commercial  regions.  A date  that  Breen  called  “prohibi- 
tively rare  Uncirculated,”  and  with  apparent  good  reason;  very  few 
examples  of  the  date  have  been  called  Mint  State  by  PCGS.  Indeed, 
the  present  specimen  is  the  only  example  of  the  date  called  MS-64 
by  that  firm,  with  none  certified  finer.  What  an  opportunity! 

PCGS  Popularion:  1;  none  finer. 


Choice  Cameo  Proof  1867  Gold  $1 

Sole  DCAM  of  Date  Graded  by  PCGS 


1285  1867  Proof-64  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bright  and  frosty  central 
motifs  stand  boldly  out  from  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Rich  lustre 
graces  the  yellow  gold  surfaces,  adding  nearly  immeasurably  to  the 
overall  appeal.  Decidedly  choice  for  the  grade.  From  a Proof  mint- 
age for  the  date  ofjust  50  pieces,  with  perhaps  around  15  to  20  speci- 
mens from  that  production  run  known  to  today’s  collectors;  per- 
haps some  of  that  50  went  unsold  at  the  Mint.  The  present  speci- 
men stands  alone  among  examples  of  the  date  accorded  a DCAM 
rating  from  PCGS.  Simply  superb,  especially  within  the  parameters 
of  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer,  no  others  certified  within  the  DCAM  des- 
ignation. 
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Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1882  Gold  $1 


1286  1882  MS-67  (PCGS).  Incredible  cartwheel  lustre  blazes  a path 
across  satiny  retlective  surfaces  and  sharply  struck,  frosty  design 
motifs.  Careful  scrutiny  reveals  a coin  that  is  as  lovely  and  unim- 
paired as  the  grade  suggests  it  should  be.  Only  four  examples  of  the 
date  have  been  certified  at  a finer  grade  by  PCGS,  which  speaks 
volumes  about  the  quality  and  beauty  of  the  present  coin.  An  im- 
pressive gem  gold  dollar  by  any  standards. 

PCGS  Population:  28;  4 finer  (all  MS-68). 


QUARTER  EAGLES 

We  are  proud  to  offer  the  following  selection  of  quarter  eagles, 
including  many  choice  and  rare  pieces  from  the  Research  Triangle 
Gold  Collection.  A rare  1798  quarter  eagle  is  the  sole  representative 
of  its  type,  but  among  the  Coronet  type  by  Christian  Gobrecht  there 
are  dozens  of  pieces  to  choose  from  between  1839  and  1907!  Many 
scarce  dates  are  included,  highlighted  by  specimens  from  the  New 
Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mints  but  also  including  rarities  from  the 
“mother  mint”  at  Philadelphia.  One  such  “mother  mint”  issue  is  the 
1842,  but  also  included  are  specimens  from  low-mintage  dates  like 
1848,  1864,  1865,  1867,  1869,  1872,  the  famous  1875,  1877,  1881, 
1884,  1885,  and  more.  The  New  Orleans  issues  of  the  1840s  and  the 
San  Francisco  issues  of  the  1860s  will  each  see  a lot  of  “action”  from 
those  who  make  this  series  a specialty.  Many  choice  and  gem  Indian 
quarter  eagles  are  also  included,  ideal  for  type  sets  and  ceaselessly 
popular  with  collectors. 


Lustrous  Gem  Uncirculated  1889  Gold  $1 


Prized  1798  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 
Wide  Date,  5 Berries 


1287  1889  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  warm 
peach  and  rose  highlights.  A pleasing  gem  from  the  final  year  of  the 
denominarion. 


(2x  photo) 


Gem  Prooflike  Uncirculated  1889  Gold  $1 


1288  1889  MS-65  PL(NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  frosty 
motifs  and  satiny,  retlective  fields.  Only  one  other  e.xample  of  the 
date  has  received  a finer  PL  designation  from  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; 1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-66  PL). 


1289  1798  Breen-2.  Rarity-4.  Wide  Date,  5 Berries.  AU-50  (PCGS). 

Bright  yellow  gold  with  some  warm  olive  highlights.  Generous 
amounts  of  lustre  remain  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date, 
with  few  circulation  marks  of  any  consequence  present,  the  most 
noticeable  of  these  being  a faint  diagonal  “crease”  across  the  back  of 
the  eagle’s  neck.  From  a small  mintage  for  the  date  of  just  1,094 
pieces,  a mintage  figure  that  is  split  between  the  Wide  Date,  5 Ber- 
ries variety  offered  here  the  Close  Date,  4 Berries  variety  of  the 
date.  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  notes  that  Robert  Hilt,  author  and  re- 
searcher in  U.S.  early  gold  issues  “identifies  these  as  the  358  struck 
May-August,  1798.”  Regarding  the  rarity  of  this  specimen,  else- 
where in  his  Encyclopedia,  Breen  notes  “when  a 1798  is  offered  at 
auction,  it  is  likely  to  be  one  of  the  eight  to  10  with  5 Berries,  ot 
which  three  or  four  qualify  as  Uncirculated.”  Obviously  in  1988, 
Breen  thought  that  perhaps  just  eight  to  10  examples  of  this  variety 
existed,  but  in  the  ensuing  16  years  since  the  publication  ot  that 
opus,  we  imagine  that  a few  more  examples  must  certainly  have 
surfaced  in  the  numismatic  marketplace.  Even  if  the  known  quan- 
tity doubled,  there  would  stiO  be  such  small  number  ot  1798  Wide 
Date  quarter  eagles  in  the  marketplace  that  demand  would  still  greatly 
outstrip  the  supply.  Rare  and  desirable,  and  certainly  one  ot  the 
highlights  of  the  present  quarter  eagle  otfering. 
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1290  Trio  of  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1836  Classic  Head.  EF-4()  (PCGS). 
Subdued  surfaces  i^r  1852-C4  EF-45  (ICG).  Golden  yellow  surfaces 
☆ 1869-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Red-gold  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Choice  AU  1839  Classic  Head  $2.50 


1291  1839  Breen-6148.  So-called  “Overdate.”  AU-58  (NGC).  Frosty 
deep  honey  gold  with  much  yellow  brilliance  and  strong  underlying 
lustre.  Nicely  struck  for  the  issue.  A pleasing  coin  from  the  final 
year  of  Classic  Head  coinage  in  the  denomination;  in  1840,  Chris- 
tian Gobrecht  s long-lived  Liberty  or  Coronet  design  type  made  its 
first  appearance.  Only  three  examples  of  this  date  have  been  certi- 
fied finer  by  NGC.  Every  bit  as  fine  as  the  grade  implies. 

NGC  Census:  10;  3 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

Breen-6148.  “1839/8  New  Head.  Reverse  of  1836.  Head  redesigned:  back 
curls  and  upper  curls  differ;  longer  obverse  dentils,  larger  stars.  Usually  in  low 
grades;  prohibitively  rare  Uncirculated.  Three  Proofs  known.  Part  of  mintage  prob- 
ably bore  date  1838.  First  published  as  overdate  in  Green  (1936).”  Often  called 
1839/8,  though  such  is  not  mentioned  on  the  holder;  on  the  present  specimen, 
however,  repunching  at  the  8 in  the  date  and  at  the  9 more  closely  resembles  a 
repunched  9 than  9 over  8 die  style. 

Lustrous  1840  Quarter  Eagles 

Inaugural  Year  of  the  Liberty  Head  Type 


1292  1840  AU-53  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  strong  orange  high- 
lights and  broad,  engaging  lustre  on  both  sides.  Lightly  struck  at  the 
center,  as  virtually  always  seen  for  this  date.  From  a fairly  scant  inint- 
age  for  the  date  of  18,859  circulation  strikes,  a modest  production 
figure  for  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty  quarter  eagle  design  type.  In  his 
Encyclopedia,  Walter  Breen  said  “prohibitively  rare  above  EF,”  thus 
indicating  that  a fairly  choice  AU  specimen  such  as  the  present  coin  is 
a definite  numismatic  prize.  A pleasing  coin  for  the  grade  and  date. 

Elusive  1840-0  Quarter  Eagle 


293  1840-0  Breen-6158.  Small  O.  AU-58  (SEGS).  Bright  and  highly 
lustrous  yellow  gold  with  a nuance  of  pale  orange  toning  in  the  fields. 
Lightly  struck  at  the  centers,  typical  of  all  authentic  examples  of 
this,  the  first  quarter  eagle  coinage  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 
While  33,580  examples  of  the  date  were  struck,  Breen’s  Encyclope- 
dia estimates  that  some  10,780  examples  or  so  were  from  the  Small 
O mintmark  reverse,  as  here.  An  attractive  coin  in  all  regards,  a strong 
coin  overall  where  date  and  grade  are  concerned. 


Important  1842  Quarter  Eagle 
Low-Mintage  Rarity 


1294  1842  AU-50  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  distinctive  or- 
ange highlights.  A generous  amount  of  mint  lustre  remains  on  both 
sides,  and  some  prooflike  reflectivity  is  seen  in  the  protected  areas. 
An  elusive  date  in  all  grades,  as  might  be  expected  from  an  issue  of 
just  2,823  circulation  strikes.  In  Breen’s  1988  Encyclopedia,  the  au- 
thor stated  that  this  date  was  “long  believed  of  extreme  rarity,  but 
after  World  War  I several  low-grade  survivors  turned  up;  still  pro- 
hibitively rare  in  AU,  unknown  Uncirculated.”  In  the  ensuing  16 
years  since  the  publication  ofBreen’s  epic  work,  at  least  one  Uncir- 
culated specimen  has  shown  up,  that  coin  called  MS-62  by  PCGS. 
Regarding  that  coin,  it  is  one  ofjust  four  examples  of  the  date  certi- 
fied finer  than  the  present  coin.  A pleasing  coin  with  just  a few  faint 
marks,  but  with  eye  appeal  that  more  than  makes  up  for  any  faint 
surface  aberrations. 

PCGS  Population;  3;  4 finer  (MS-62  finest). 


Lustrous  1842-0  $2.50 


1295  1842-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some 
orange  highlights  on  the  high  points,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A 
pleasing  specimen  from  a fairly  modest  mintage  for  the  date  of  19,800 
pieces.  A few  scattered  marks  are  noted,  though  none  of  them  im- 
mediately draw  the  viewer’s  eye.  A date  that  Breen  called  “prohibi- 
tively rare  above  EF,”  while  Douglas  Winter  noted  in  his  reference 
on  the  New  Orleans  Mint  that  “it  is  one  of  the  rarest  individual 
dates  within  the  New  Orleans  quarter  eagle  series.”  A grand  oppor- 
tunity for  an  attentive  Liberty  quarter  eagle  specialist. 

1296  Quintette  of  NGC-certified  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1843  AU-58. 
Yellow  gold  surfaces  with  hints  of  rose  ☆ 1845  AU-55.  Lustrous 
yellow  gold  with  toning  spot  between  stars  8 and  9 ☆ 1874  AU-58. 
Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  hints  of  reddish  gold  ☆ 1875-S  AU-53. 
Lustrous  golden  rose  surfaces  ☆ 1889  AU-58.  Lustrous  reddish  gold 
with  a few  faint  spots  on  the  obverse  rim.  (Total;  5 pieces) 
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Lustrous  Choice  Uncirculated  1843-0  $2.50 

Small  Date,  Crosslet  4 


(2x  photo) 


1297  1843-0  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4.  MS-63  (NGC).  A bright  and 
highly  lustrous  specimen  with  some  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the 
fields.  Medium  yellow  gold  with  a hint  of  pale  orange  toning  on  the 
high  points.  Some  striking  weakness  at  the  centers,  as  always  en- 
countered for  the  date.  Struck  from  lightly  rusted  dies,  attested  to 
by  some  small,  raised  die  lumps  on  both  sides.  Only  three  examples 
of  this  popular  early  New  Orleans  quarter  eagle  have  been  certified 
finer  by  NGC,  making  the  present  specimen  desirable  in  all  respects. 

NGC  Census:  5;  3 finer  {MS-66  finest). 


Attractive  1843-0  Large  Date  $2.50 


1298  1843-0  Large  Date,  Plain  4.  AU-58  (NGC).  A high  degree  of 
lustre  spins  boldly  on  deep  orange  gold  surfaces.  Attractive  shades 
of  rose  gather  on  the  high  points.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas.  Broadly 
repunched  O minttnark.  Fairly  scarce  in  grades  above  EF,  this  de- 
spite a somewhat  sizable  mintage  for  the  date  of  76,000  pieces;  no 
doubt  much  of  that  mintage  went  immediately  into  commerce  in 
New  Orleans.  Fewer  than  a dozen  examples  of  this  date  have  been 
certified  finer  than  the  present  specimen,  which  should  add  to  the 
overall  desirability  of  this  choice  specimen. 

NGC  Census:  19;  10  finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Rare  1845-0  Quarter  Eagles 

Not  Listed  in  the  Mint  Report 


1299  1845-0  EF-40  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  some 
warm  orange  highlights  on  the  high  points.  A few  faint  marks  are 


noted,  as  might  be  expected  for  the  grade,  but  still  the  overall  appeal 
is  quite  substantial.  Repunched  18  in  date,  a noted  diagnostic  for 
this  issue.  In  his  reference  on  the  subject,  Neu'  Orleans  Mini  Gold 
Coins  1838-1909,  author  Douglas  Winter  notes  “the  1845-0  is  one 
of  the  most  highly  regarded  of  all  the  gold  coins  struck  at  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.”  He  also  notes  there  that  “because  of  the  fact  that  the 
entire  mintage  was  not  delivered  until  January  22,  1846,  no  record 
of  its  existence  was  included  in  the  1845  New  Orleans  Mint 
Director’s  Annual  Report.”  A notation  in  the  December  1894  issue 
of  The  Numismatist,  related  that  “quarter  eagle  pieces  of  1845,  New 
Orleans  Mint,  have  lately  been  found,  although  no  coinage  that  year 
appears  in  the  Mint  Report.  ” Many  in  today’s  numismatic  commu- 
nity feel  that  a mintage  of  perhaps  4,000  or  so  examples  of  this  date 
is  in  line  with  the  number  of  survivors  known  today.  Rare,  impor- 
tant, desirable,  and,  best  of  all,  attractive. 


Elusive  1846  Quarter  Eagle 


1300  1846  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  a modicum  of 
prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with 
plenty  of  design  elements  crisp  and  bold,  and  nearly  complete.  From 
a modest  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  21,598  coins;  NGC  has  certi- 
fied just  seven  examples  of  the  date  at  a finer  grade  than  the  present 
coin,  the  finest  among  those  beingjust  MS-62.  A grand  opportu- 
nity for  an  alert  early  Liberty  quarter  eagle  specialist. 


Mint  State  1846-0  $2.50  Rarity 

The  Harry  Bass  Specimen 


1301  1846-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some 
pale  olive  highlights.  Some  prooflike  reflectivity  is  noted,  especially 
on  the  reverse.  Some  central  striking  weakness  is  seen,  as  is  almost 
always  the  case  for  this  issue.  A few  faint  marks  and  scattered  hair- 
lines are  noted,  but  the  overall  appeal  of  this  specimen  is  far  in  ex- 
cess of  what  might  be  expected  for  the  assigned  grade.  Called  “al- 
most certainly  of  Condition  Census  caliber  for  the  date”  in  the  Bass 
catalogue,  a statement  that  is  probably  not  far  off  the  mark  today, 
some  four  years  later.  Another  great  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  5 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

From  Abe  Kosoffs  sale  of  October  1968,  Lot  746;  Bouvrs  and  Merena's 
sale  of  the  Harry  VV.  Bass,  Jr.,  Collection,  Part  /K  .Viinrm/ii’r  200(1.  Lot 
161. 
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Mint  State  1847-C  $2.50 


1302  1847-C  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty,  lustrous  honey  gold  with  distinc- 
tive olive  overtones.  A satiny  specimen,  sharply  struck  and  exhibit- 
ing broad,  unbroken  lustre.  The  opportunity  to  obtain  Mint  State 
quarter  eagles  of  any  date  from  the  Charlotte  Mint  is  limited,  to  say 
the  least,  which  should  make  for  an  exciting  round  of  bidding  activ- 
ity when  the  present  specimen  crosses  the  auction  block. 

Choice  AU  1847-D  $2.50 


1303  1847-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Intensely  bright  yellow  gold  with  warm 
honey  iridescence  in  the  recessed  areas.  A nicely  struck  example  of 
a popular  Dahlonega  Mint  issue.  Careful  examination  reveals 
repunching  at  the  lower  left  base  of  the  4 and  7 in  the  date.  Defi- 
nitely choice  for  the  grade,  and  definitely  worthy  of  serious  bidder 
consideration. 


1304  1847-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Warm  olive-gold  with  strong  under- 
lying lustre  and  hints  of  deep  orange  toning.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date. 

Breen-6194.  “1847-0  Double  date.  Rare.  Doubling  plainest  at  18.” 


Uncirculated  1848  $2.50  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 

1305  1848  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  some  prooflikc 
reflecrivity  and  splashes  of  warm  orange  toning.  From  a mintage  for 
the  date  ofjust  7,497  circulation  strikes,  with  the  usual  survivor  from 
that  mintage  just  VF,  and  sometimes  EF,  but  rarely  above  that  level. 
Breen’s  1988  Encyclopedia  noted  that  the  date  was  “touted  as  a rarity 
since  about  1958,  when  J.  F.  BeU  circulated  want  lists  including  this 
date;  dealers  found  none  in  stock,  and  the  hunt  was  on.”  “Touted” 
(a  word  whose  true  meaning  actually  refers  to  the  solicitation  of 
would  be  bettors  at  horse  tracks  and  other  nefarious  gambling 
schemes,  though  in  today’s  vocabulary  it  is  often  used  as  a signal  of 
high  praise,  quite  the  opposite  of  its  original  and  intended  usage)  or 
not,  this  date  is  a prominent  rarity,  especially  so  in  Mint  State.  In- 
deed, its  counterpart  with  CAL.  counterstamp  on  the  reverse  has 
garnered  much  of  the  attention  where  this  date  is  concerned,  but 
informed  early  Liberty  quarter  eagle  speciahsts  have  always  known 
this  date’s  true  rarity. 

NGC  Census:  5;  9 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


1306  1849  AU-58  (NGC).  A bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  specimen 
with  some  deeper  honey  highlights.  Areas  of  prooflike  reflectivity 
are  noted  in  the  protected  places,  particularly  on  the  reverse. 

1307  Octette  of  certified  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1850  AU-58  (ICG).  Yel- 
low gold  with  rose  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1854  AU-58  (ANACS). 
Lustrous  golden  rose  ☆ 1857  MS-62  (ICG).  Golden  orange  sur- 
faces with  a few  faint  spots  noted  ☆ 1860  New  Reverse.  AU-58 
(ICG).  Frosty  rose-gold  surfaces  ☆ 1871  AU-55  (ICG).  Frosty  yel- 
low gold  with  a few  faint  toning  spots  noted  ☆ 1878  AU-55 
(ANACS) . Lustrous  with  reddish  gold  toning  at  the  devices  ☆ 1 879- 
S AU-55  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  rose  at  the  pe- 
ripheries ☆ 1905  MS-63  (ICG).  Lustrous  red-gold  surfaces.  (Total: 
8 pieces) 
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130S  1850-0  AU-53  (ICG).  Warm  honey  gold  with  bright  yellow  gold 
renummg  in  the  protected  areas.  Some  faintness  of  strike  seen  on 
the  reverse,  as  typical  for  the  date.  In  his  reference  on  the  New  Or- 
leans Mint,  Douglas  Winter  noted  that  this  date  is  “probably  the 
most  underrated  New  Orleans  quarter  eagle  in  AU  and  higher 
grades."  An  attractive  coin  for  the  grade,  devoid  of  serious  marks 
and  a pleasing  coin  overall. 

1309  Trio  of  quarter  eagles  grading  MS-62  (NGC):  ☆ 1851  ☆ 1852 
☆ 1856.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive  with  hints  of  rose  toning. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 


1310  1851-0  AU-55  (ICG).  An  immense  degree  of  lustre  remains  on 
the  lightly  circulated  yellow  gold  surfaces  of  this  attractive  speci- 
men. Nicely  struck,  with  all  design  elements  showing  hill  (but  lightly 
circulated)  design  details. 


Mint  State  1852-0  $2.50 


1313  Quartette  of  PCGS-certified  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1854-0  AU- 
55.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces  ☆ 1870  AU-50.  Orange  gold  ☆ 
1877-S  AU-55.  Reddish  gold  at  the  devices  ☆ 1901  AU-58.  Lus- 
trous yellow  gold.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Choice  Mint  State  1855  $2.50 


{2.x  photo) 


1314  1855  MS-64  (NGC).  Deep  golden  surfaces  with  rich  orange  and 
pale  violet  highlights.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  enhances  the  overall 
visual  effect.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  not  fully  so,  but  near  enough 
in  certain  areas  to  be  considered  worthy  of  note.  Not  an  extraordi- 
narily rare  date  in  Mint  State,  but  at  MS-64  or  finer,  certainly  not 
easy  to  locate.  Indeed,  only  four  examples  of  the  date  have  received 
a finer  grade  from  NGC,  none  above  MS-65.  To  see  this  one  is  to 
love  it! 

NGC  Census:  11;  4 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


(2x  photo) 


1311  1852-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  much 
radiant  mint  brilliance  in  the  recessed  areas.  A rare  and  desirable 
issue  above  EF,  this  despite  a sizable  mintage  for  the  date  of  140,000 
pieces.  Breen’s  “Extra  heavy  O”  mintmark  variety  (see  below).  Fewer 
than  10  examples  of  this  date  have  been  certified  at  finer  grades  by 
NGC,  none  of  those  above  MS-63.  A choice  example  of  a date  and 
grade  combination,  indeed,  much  finer  overall  than  the  assigned 
grade  implies. 

NGC  Census:  12;  7 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

Breen-62I‘J.  "1852-0  Extra  heavy  O.  Very  rare.  Mintmark  in  unusually  high 
relief,  base  and  top  thick:  heavier  at  right  than  at  left.  Except  for  size,  this  recalls 
the  1854-0  'Huge  O'  quarter  dollar:  Mintmark  at  New  Orleans?” 

1312  Group  of  PCGS-certified  Mint  State  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1853 
.MS-62  ☆ 1873  Close  3.  MS-61  ☆ 1873  Open  3.  MS-62  ☆ 1879 
M.S-62  ☆ 1882  MS-61.  Minute  spotting  noted  mostly  on  the  ob- 
verse ☆ 1888  MS-62.  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  most  hav- 
ing lovely  rose  toning.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


Gorgeous  1856  Quarter  Eagle 


1315 


1856  MS-64  (NGC).  A gorgeous  coin  for  the  grade,  one  that  dis- 
plays intense  lustre  on  bright  honey  gold  surface.  Among  the  seven 
finest  examples  of  this  relatively  “common”  date,  although  at  MS- 
64,  it  is  anything  but  common!  A delightful  coin  to  behold. 

NGC  Census:  4;  3 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Elusive  1856-0  Quarter  Eagle 


1316  1856-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  deep  honey 
highlights  and  some  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields,  especially  on 
the  reverse.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  21, 000  pieces;  Breen’s 
Encyclopedia  (1988)  notes  that  this  date  is  generally  considered  “much 
scarcer  than  mintage  figures  suggest.  Very  rare  in  EF.”  A pleasing 
specimen  overall. 
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1317 


1318 


1319 


1320 


1856-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  some 
splashes  of  rich  orange  iridescence.  Choice  and  attractive  for  the 
grade. 


1857-0  AU-58  (ICG)  . Medium  honey  gold  with  some  bright  yel- 
low highlights  in  the  recessed  areas.  From  a modest  mintage  for  the 
date  ofjust  34,000  pieces. 

Of  late,  informed  numismatists  have  begun  beating  a path  to  the  early  Liberty- 
quarter  eagles  and  half  eagles  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  For  more  than  a century 
the  issues  of  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  have  drawn  attention  and  interest,  with 
only  very  few  collectors  paying  special  attention  to  the  other  branch  mints.  In 
today’s  numismatic  atmosphere,  we  see  a greater  trend  toward  those  issues  of  New 
Orleans  and  San  Francisco,  which  leads  us  to  believe  that  more  and  more  collec- 
tors are  doing  their  numismatic  homework.  We  foresee  a day  in  the  near  future 
where  the  issues  of  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  are  thought  of  on  a par  with 
those  ot  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega;  those  among  you  who  have  known  of  the  rarity 
of  these  “forgotten”  mints  and  have  collected  their  issues  are  already  “well  ahead 
of  the  game”  as  they  say,  and  will  certainly  fare  well  in  the  fiiture  as  the  popularity 
of  these  mints  grows. 


1857-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  much  lustre  in  the 
recessed  areas.  A pleasing  coin,  devoid  of  all  but  a few  tri-vial  marks 
and  decidedly  choice  for  the  grade. 


Lustrous  Choice  Uncirculated  1859  S2.50 
“Old  Reverse”  Hub 
Probable  Condition  Census 
Harry  Bass  Specimen 


1321  1859  Old  Reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey 
gold  with  a nuance  of  pale  olive.  Nicely  struck  with  only  a touch  of 
weakness  at  the  eagle’s  dexter  (viewer’s  left)  leg.  A notable  rarity  in 
choice  Mint  State,  this  despite  a fairly  sizable  mintage  for  the  date  of 
39,444  circulation  strikes.  The  present  coin  probably  ranks  easily  in 
the  Conditim  Census  for  the  date,  as  it  is  one  ofjust  four  examples 
called  MS-63  by  PCGS,  with  a sohtary  MS-64  specimen  the  only 
finer  coin  certified  by  that  firm.  Decidedly  choice  both  physically 
and  visually — Harry  Bass  sure  knew  how  to  pick  them! 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  (MS-b.S). 

The  hub  used  to  produce  the  present  quarter  eagle  was  in  use  at  the  mint  from 
1840  through  1859,  and  is  commonly  called  the  “old”  or  Type  1 reverse  hub. 
Certain  diagnostics  of  the  Type  1 hub  include  the  lowest  arrowhead  on  the  re- 
verse, which  is  very  close  to  the  final  A of  AMERICA,  and  with  the  top  two 
arrowheads  in  that  group  touching.  Of  course,  there  are  other  fine  points  to  the 
Type  1 hub,  but  we  have  mentioned  just  the  two  most  obvious.  Conversely,  the 
Type  II  hub,  introduced  in  1859,  has  distinguishing  features,  perhaps  the  most 
salient  of  these  being  the  fact  that  the  top  two  arrowheads  are  separated. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Harry  14'  Bass,  Jr.,  Collection 
Part  II,  October  1999,  Lot  505. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1858  $2.50 


1858  MS-63  (NGC).  Medium  honey  gold  with  distinctive  orange 
highlights.  A high  degree  of  lustre  and  a finer  than  average  strike 
add  greatly  to  the  overall  appeal.  While  not  an  extreme  rarity  in 
Uncirculated,  it  is  worthwhile  to  note  that  fewer  than  20  examples 
of  the  date  have  been  graded  MS-63  or  finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census;  7;  9 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Lustrous  Choice  Uncirculated  1859  $2.50 

Old  Reverse  Style 


1322  1859  Old  Reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  rose-gold 
with  grand  overall  eye  appeal,  Just  one  example  of  the  variety  has 
been  certified  finer  by  PCGS.  A splendid  opportunity  of  the  sort 
that  only  presents  itself  on  occasion. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  (MS-64). 
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Scarce  1859-S  Quarter  Eagle 


1323  1859-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  warm  honey 
highlights  and  much  mint  brilliance,  especially  so  in  the  recessed 
areas.  Nicely  struck  tor  the  date  with  nearly  complete  design  details 
in  all  places.  Cine  ot  15,200  quarter  eagles  of  the  date  struck,  all  of 
which  are  apparently  from  the  Type  1 Reverse  hub,  Breen  called 
this  date  “extremely  rare  above  EF".  Pleasing  for  the  grade. 

"lilob"  mintnurk,  bottom  and  top  loop  ot'S  both  filled. 


Lustrous  Choice  AU  1861 -S  $2.50 


1326  1861-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  a 
scattering  of  pale  olive  higlilights.  Some  reverse  central  striking 
weakness  is  noted,  as  is  almost  always  the  case  for  this  scarce  and 
important  issue.  One  ofjust  24,000  quarter  eagles  of  the  date  pro- 
duced in  San  Francisco,  with  survivors  from  that  modest  mintage 
t\-pically  found  "usually  weak  VF,”  according  to  Walter  Breen.  An 
exceptionally  lovely  com  that  bespeaks  a finer  grade  in  many  re- 
spects. 


Mint  State  1860-S  S2.50  Rarity 
Probable  Condition  Census 


Desirable  1862/1  Quarter  Eagle 


(2x 


(2x  photo) 


1324  1860-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Bright,  satiny  honey  gold  with  strong  lus- 
tre  and  genuinely  grand  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  Despite  a 
somewhat  sizable  mintage  for  the  date  of35,600  pieces,  Breen  noted 
that  this  date  is  "usually  VF  to  EF;  prohibitively  rare  m AU.”  This, 
of  course,  is  because  virtually  every  gold  coin  minted  in  S.in  Fran- 
cisco during  the  era  saw  immediate  and  prolonged  use  in  the  chan- 
nels of  commerce.  That  a frosty,  lustrous  specimen  such  as  this  has 
survived  down  to  today’s  collecting  community  is  probably  a mat- 
ter of  chance  rather  than  foresight.  NGC  has  certified  just  one  ex- 
ample ot  this  elusive  date  at  a finer  grade,  thatjust  MS-63!  Be  that  as 
It  may,  the  present  com  is  extraordinarily  pleasant  for  the  assigned 
grade,  .ind  we  suspect  that  more  than  one  specialist  will  take  an  ac- 
tive interest  m this  lustrous  little  beautv’. 

NGC  Census:  5:1  finer  (MS-63). 


1325  1861  New  Reverse.  .\lS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold 
with  .1  strong  strike  and  equally  strong  eye  appeal;  indeed,  the  over- 
all appeal  is  that  of  a much  finer  grade.  From  the  "new  reverse” 
hub.  uppermost  arrowheads  on  reverse  widely  separated,  lowest  ar- 
rowhead distant  trom  the  final  A in  AMERICA. 


1327  1862/1  AU-55  (NGC).  Fiery  orange  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 
attractive  surfaces.  A sharply  struck  example  of  this  popular  and  de- 
sirable overdate,  an  issue  which  undoubtedly  made  up  a small  pro- 
portion ot  the  98,543  quarter  e.igles  ot  the  date  produced  in  Phila- 
delphia. An  attnictive  coin  overall. 

As  is  sometimes  the  case,  the  lireen  Encydopcdui  (1988),  and  tlie  Gtiuk  liooh 
{Red  Beek)  are  at  odds  over  the  actual  mintage  figure  of  the  1862  qtiarter  eagle 
issue.  The  Ciiide  Bivk  gives  a number  of98,.S43  (plus  3.S  Proofs)  for  the  date,  while 
Breen's  biiiYchpedia  gives  that  mintage  figure  as  112,353  (plus  35  Proofs). 


1328  1862  MS-61  (NGC).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and  a 
sharp  strike.  A few  faint  marks  are  noted,  though  the  overall  appeal 
is  significant  for  the  assigned  grade.  From  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Collection,  though  it  is  uncertain  exactly  which  lot  this  coin  repre- 
sents; Harry  had  numerous  examples  of  this  date,  and  not  all  were 
photographed  in  the  Bass  catalogues. 
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Scarce  1862-S  Quarter  Eagle 


1329  1862-S  AU-55  (SEGS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  strong  underlying 
lustre.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  A pleasing  example  of  the  assigned 
grade. 

Uncirculated  1863-S  $2.50 


1330  1863-S  MS-60  (SEGS).  Pleasing  honey  gold  with  muted  yet  at- 
tractive lustre.  A nicely  struck  example  of  a rare  date,  one  which  saw 
just  10,800  pieces  minted.  Essentially  mark  free  save  for  an  angular 
planchet  depression  below  the  reverse  denomination,  as  struck  and 
fairly  unobtrusive  in  nature.  A pleasing  coin  for  the  assigned  grade. 


Condition  Census  1865  $2.50  Rarity 
Mintage:  1,520 


1332  1865  AU-58  (PCGS).  Warm  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  deeper 
golden  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas.  Sharply  struck  and  devoid  of 
all  but  a few  faint,  trivial  marks.  Superior  in  quality  to  many  Liberty 
quarter  eagles  graded  similarly.  Walter  Breen  beheved  that  high- 
grade  circulation  strikes  of  this  date  are  “rarer  than  Proofs,”  a state- 
ment that  is  probably  not  far  off  the  mark  today.  PCGS  has  certified 
Just  one  example  of  the  date  finer  than  the  present  coin,  a solitary 
MS-63  specimen. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1 finer  (MS-63). 


Decidedly  Important  1864  $2.50  Rarity 


1331  1864  EF-45  (PCGS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  underlying  lustre 
and  brisk  areas  of  warm  orange  toning.  A few  faint  circulation  marks 
are  noted,  none  of  them  worthy  of  individual  mention.  From  a 
small  circulation  strike  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  2,824  pieces, 
with  perhaps  100  or  so  examples  of  the  date  currently  known  to 
today’s  collectors  in  all  grades!  PCGS  has  certified  just four  examples 
of  this  date  at  a finer  grade  than  the  present  coin,  and  only  one  has 
been  called  Mint  State.  Decidedly  choice  for  the  assigned  grade, 
and  a coin  that  will  definitely  find  its  way  to  an  advanced  Liberty 
quarter  eagle  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  4 finer  (MS-61  finest). 


Elusive  1865-S  $2.50 


1333  1865-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Blazing  honey  gold  with  rich  orange  high- 
lights and  intense  underlying  lustre.  Some  reverse  central  striking 
weakness  is  noted,  as  virtually  always  seen  for  the  date.  An  under- 
rated and  underappreciated  issue  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint;  just 
23,376  examples  of  the  date  were  struck,  most  of  which  went  im- 
mediately into  the  channels  of  commerce  in  San  Francisco  and  the 
surrounding  environs.  Breen  noted  that  the  date  was  “usually  weak 
VF;  extremely  rare  above.”  The  present  AU-50  grade  (perhaps  a 
little  conservative  by  present  standards)  for  the  date  has  been  ex- 
ceeded on  the  PCGS  Popidation  Report  by  just  a dozen  pieces,  of 
which  four  have  obtained  Mint  State  status,  none  above  MS-64.  A 
grand  opportunity  for  an  alert  quarter  eagle  specialist. 


Rare  1866  Quarter  Eagle 


1334  1866  AU-50  (SEGS).  Medium  honey  gold  with  generous  amounts 
of  mint  lustre  present.  Some  scattered  reverse  marks  are  noted  for 
accuracy,  most  notably  a horizontal  crease  above  the  uppermost  ar- 
row near  the  F in  AMERICA.  All  things  considered,  a fairly  attrac- 
tive example  of  this  popular  rarity. 
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1866-S  AU-50  (ICG).  Medium  honey  gold  with  much  mint  lus- 
tre in  the  recessed  areas,  and  with  pale  orange,  sky  blue,  and  rose 
toning  highlights  on  both  sides.  Another  date  that  is  fairly  difficult 
to  procure  above  EF,  typical  for  San  Francisco  issues  of  the  era.  Just 
38,960  examples  ol  this  date  were  produced,  most  of  which  show 
heavy  signs  of  wear. 


Underrated  1867  Quarter  Eagle 


1336  1867  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  strong  orange  high- 
lights and  delightful  underlying  lustre.  The  fields  are  lighdy  prooflike, 
especially  on  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck.  An  underrated  Philadel- 
phia Mint  issue,  one  ofjust  3,200  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  pro- 
duced. Breen  noted  that  this  date  was  “usually  EF;  prohibitively 
rare  in  AU  or  above.”  Indeed,  just  a half  dozen  examples  of  this  date 
have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  coin  by  NGC,  none  above 
MS-64.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  overall,  with  just  a few  faint 
marks  noted  for  accuracy. 

NGC  Census:  7;  6 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Lustrous  Uncirculated  1869  Quarter  Eagle 

Condition  Census  Quality 


1340  1869  MS-62  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  honey  gold  specimen  with 
frosted  motifs  and  prootlike  fields.  Sharply  struck,  undeniably  at- 
tractive for  the  assigned  grade,  and  probably  worthy  of  another 
look  by  the  grading  service  as  the  eye  appeal  easily  outpaces  most 
similarly  graded  pieces.  From  a small  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust 
4,320  circulation  strikes,  very  few  survivors  from  that  figure  can 
equal  or  surpass  the  quality  of  the  present  coin.  Indeed,  NGC  has 
seen  fit  to  certify  just  one  example  of  the  date  at  a finer  grade,  that 
“just”  MS-63.  Bid  liberally  here,  for  your  diligence  and  persever- 
ance may  pay  off. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  (MS-63). 


Impressive  Uncirculated  1870-S  $2.50 

A Mint  State  Rarity 


Lustrous  1867-S  Quarter  Eagle 


1337  1867-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  warm  orange 
highlights.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  most  major  design  de- 
tails present.  Another  rare  San  Francisco  issue,  especially  above  EF; 
just  28,000  examples  of  the  date  were  struck. 

1338  Trio  of  PCGS-certifled  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1868  AU-55.  Lus- 
trous bright  orange  gold  at  the  devices  ☆ 1872-S  AU-50.  Golden 
yellow  with  rose  at  the  devices,  a few  faint  spots  are  noted  ☆ 1891 
AU-58.  Mixture  ofbright  orange  gold  and  pale  bluish  gray  on  both 
surfaces.  (Total;  3 pieces) 


1339  1868-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  wth  strong  underlying 
lustre.  A pleasing  example  of  a date  that  is  typically  seen  at  VF  or  so. 
Choice  for  the  grade. 


photo) 

1341  1870-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Bursts  of  intense  cartwheel  lustre  grace 
bright  and  attractive  honey  gold  surfaces.  Some  prooflike  reflectivity 
is  noted  in  the  recessed  areas.  A nicely  struck  example  of  the  date. 
From  a modest  mintage  of  16,000  coins,  of  which  virtually  all  saw 
immediate  distribution  into  the  channels  of  commerce  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  the  surrounding  areas.  Just  five  examples  of  the  date  have 
been  certified  finer  by  NGC,  none  above  MS-64. 


1342  1871-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Boldly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  much  mint 
brilliance  in  the  recessed  areas. 
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Choice  AU  1872  $2.50  Rarity 

Mintage:  3,000 


1343  1872  AU-58  (NGC).  Fiery  orange  highlights  on  lustrous  honey 
gold  surfaces.  The  devices  are  moderately  frosted,  and  the  fields  are 
somewhat  prootlike.  A pleasing  e.xample  of  this  low-mintage  issue; 
just  3,000  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  were  produced.  A baker’s 
dozen  of  the  date  have  achieved  the  assigned  grade  of  the  present 
coin  at  NGC,  with  just  eight  specimens  obtaining  Mint  State  sta- 
tus. A pleasing  coin  at  for  the  grade,  one  that  should  see  spirited 
bidding  activity. 

NGC  Census:  13;  8 finer  (MS-63  finest). 


1344  1873-S  Close  3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  orange  gold,  a 
pleasing  coin  for  the  date  and  grade.  Devoid  of  all  but  a few  scat- 
tered tiny  marks. 


Elusive  1875  $2.50  Rarity 

A Condition  Census  Specimen 
Key  Date  Rarity,  Mintage:  400! 


Scarce  1876  $2.50 


1346  1876  AU-58  (NGC).  ILich  and  lustrous  medium  gold  with  warm 
orange  highlights.  A fairly  frosty  coin  with  the  appearance  of  a much 
finer  grade.  A scarce  and  desirable  issue,  the  present  coin  being  one 
of  just  4,176  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced,  of  which  all 
genuine  specimens  exhibit  a rai.sed  horizontal  “bar"  at  Miss  Liberty’s 
jawline.  A coin  that  is  devoid  of  all  but  a few  faint  marks,  and  one 
that  will  please  its  next  owner  immeasurably. 


Scarce  Mint  State  1876-S  $2.50 


1347  1876-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Rich  honey  gold  with  intense  lustre  and  a 
whisper  of  deeper  orange  toning.  Decidedly  choice  for  the  grade, 
this  despite  a few  taint,  scattered  marks.  An  elusive  date  that  saw  a 
fairly  small  mintage  ofjust  5,000  pieces,  most  of  which  saw  imme- 
diate and  fairly  heavy  use  in  the  day-to-day  business  cycles  of  San 
Francisco.  Just  three  examples  of  this  date  have  been  certified  finer 
by  NGC,  which  further  serves  to  point  out  the  rarity  of  this  date  in 
Uncirculated. 

NGC  Census:  8;  3 finer  (MS-63  finest). 


1345  1875  AU-58  (NGC).  A deep  and  rich  orange  gold  specimen  with 
frosted  motifs  and  somewhat  reflective  fields.  From  a small  mintage 
for  the  date  ofjust  400  circulation  strikes,  one  of  the  smallest  regu- 
lar-issue mintage  figures  in  all  of  U.S.  coins.  The  present  coin,  a 
lovely  and  attractive  AU-58  specimen,  is  undoubtedly  in  the  Con- 
dition Census  for  the  date;  NGC  has  certified  just  two  examples  at 
a finer  grade,  both  MS-60.  In  an  offering  that  is  fraught  with  re- 
markable gold  coin  rarities,  the  present  coin  ranks  high  upon  the 
list.  Bid  liberally  here,  for  surely  many  other  bidders  will  have  the 
same  thought  in  mind. 

NGC  Census:  5;  2 finer  (MS-6()  finest). 


Low-Mintage  1877  Quarter  Eagle 


1348  1877  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium  honey  gold  with  a grand  amount  of 
lustre  on  frosty  motifs  and  reflective  fields.  Pleasing  olive  irides- 
cence graces  the  surfaces,  and  only  a few  marks  of  minor  conse- 
quence can  be  found.  A popular  rarity  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
one  ofjust  1 ,632  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced.  Curiously, 
there  are  enough  choice  AU  specimens  and  a scattering  of  Mint 
State  examples  of  the  date  that  are  available  to  today’s  collectors, 
though  the  demand  for  choice  specimens  such  as  the  present  coin 
never  dwindles.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas,  and  a grand  opportunity 
for  a savvy  Liberty  quarter  eagle  specialist. 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1878-S  $2.50 


1349  1878-S  MS-63.  (PCGS)  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  some- 
what reflective  fields.  A whisper  ofbright  orange  iridescence  graces 
both  sides.  Nicely  struck.  Fairly  scarce  at  the  assigned  grade,  and 
even  more  so  in  finer  grades;  PCGS  has  certified  just  five  examples 
of  the  date  finer  than  the  present  specimen,  all  of  those  MS-64.  An 
attractive  coin  overall. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  5 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


1350  1880  MS-61  (PCGS).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  graces  highly  re- 
flective surfaces  and  frosted  motifs,  with  splashes  of  warm  orange 
iridescence  heightening  the  cameo  effect  on  both  sides.  Sharply 
struck.  One  of2,960  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced,  a fairly 
low  mintage  figure.  A finer  example  of  the  date  than  the  assigned 
grade  indicates. 


Low-Mintage  1881  $2.50  Rarity 

Mintage:  640 


1351  1881  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  intense  lustre,  splashes 

of  pale  orange,  and  with  a generous  amount  of  prooflike  reflectivity 
in  the  fields.  From  a very  small  rmntage  ofjust  640  circulation  strikes, 
certainly  a tiny  mintage  figure  by  any  and  all  standards.  As  might  be 
expected  from  such  a low-mintage  date,  1881  quarter  eagles  are  con- 
sidered rare  in  any  grade.  The  present  offering  affords  a “rare”  oppor- 
tunity for  an  advanced  quarter  eagle  specialist,  as  well  as  for  collectors 
who  desire  a better  date  quarter  eagle  for  their  type  collection. 


Choice  Mint  State  1884  $2.50 


{2x  photo) 


1352  1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Deep  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  frosted 
motifs  and  chiefly  reflective  fields.  A whisper  of  rich  orange  irides- 
cence graces  both  sides.  A sharp  and  appealing  specimen  from  a fairly 
modest  circulation  strike  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  1,950  pieces. 
Sharp  and  appealing,  and  among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  cer- 
tified by  NGC;  that  firm  has  certifiedjust  four  examples  of  the  date 
at  a finer  grade,  all  MS-65. 

NGC  Census:  4;  4 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Mint  State  1885  $2.50  Rarity 

Mintage:  800 


1353  1885  MS-61.  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  prooflike  sur- 
faces and  frosty  motifs.  A sharply  struck  example  of  this  greatly  prized 
rarity.  Just  800  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  w'ere  produced,  an  ex- 
traordinarily low  mintage  figure  by  any  standards.  Choice  for  the 
assigned  grade.  We  suspect  that  specialists  within  the  denomination 
will  be  lining  up  to  bid  on  this  rare  issue,  so  plan  your  bidding  strat- 
egy accordingly. 

From  Heritage’s  Long  Beach  Sale,  February  2001,  Lot  6119. 


Uncirculated  1886  $2.50 
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1886  MS-62  (NGC).  Rich  and  deep  honey  gold  with  reflective 
fields  and  a nuance  of  orange  iridescence.  Sharply  struck  and  aes- 
thetically appealing,  especially  for  the  assigned  grade.  Another  low- 
mintage  Philadelphia  Mint  issue,  this  with  a circulation  strike  mint- 
age ofjust  4,000  pieces. 


1355  1887  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  some 
prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Splashes  of  warm  orange  toning 
in  the  recessed  areas.  A nicely  struck  example  from  a imxiest  mint- 
age for  the  date  ofjust  6,160  circulation  strikes. 
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1356  Sextette  of  PCGS-certified  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1890  MS-61. 
Lustrous  yellow  with  a whisper  of  rose  ☆ 1896  MS-62.  Iridescent 
rose  and  pale  blue  on  botli  surfaces  ☆ 1897  MS-62.  Bright  red-gold 
surfaces  ☆ 1898  MS-63.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  ☆ 1899  MS-64.  Lus- 
trous gold  surfaces  with  hints  of  rose  ☆ 1901  MS-63.  Lustrous  with 
.soft  golden  orange  surfaces.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


1357  1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  strong  underlying 
lustre.  Broadly  doubled  OF  AMERICA  on  the  reverse. 


1358  1892  MS-62.  (PCGS)  A frosty,  highly  lustrous  honey  gold  speci- 
men with  some  prooflike  rellectivity  in  the  fields.  Sharp  and  attrac- 
tive, especially  so  for  the  assigned  grade.  From  a rather  scanty  mint- 
age for  the  date  of 2,400  circulation  strikes,  though  a good  propor- 
tion of  that  mintage  has  survived  to  this  day  in  Mint  State;  this  date 
is  often  selected  for  inclusion  in  gold  type  sets  as  it  is  considered  a 
reasonably  priced  rarity  in  the  numismatic  marketplace. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1893  $2.50 


1359 

1360  1893  MS-62  (NGC).  Bright  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and  grand 
eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  Sharply  struck. 


1893  MS-65  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  decidedly  olive  high- 
lights. Frosty  and  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck  as  well. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1895  $2.50 


1361  1895  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  lustrous  specimen  with  warm 
honey  gold  surfaces  that  display  pale  rose  iridescence.  A sharply 
struck  coin  that  approaches  the  gem  category  in  many  respects. 

1362  Quartette  of  NGC-certified  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1895  MS-61. 
Lustrous  with  reddish  gold  at  the  devices  ☆ 1900  MS-64.  Lustrous 
golden  orange  ☆ 1902  MS-63.  Yellow  gold  with  a touch  of  frost  at 
the  peripheries  ☆ 1904  MS-64.  Bright  golden  rose  surfaces.  (Total: 
4 pieces) 


Gem  Mint  State  1897  $2.50 


1363  1897  MS-66  (NGC).  A sharp  and  pleasing  honey  gold  specimen 
with  vibrant  cartwheel  lustre  and  a whisper  of  pale  olive  iridescence. 
A faint  toning  spot  is  noted  in  the  obverse  dentils  above  Miss  Liberty’s 
portrait,  and  a tiny  mark  before  her  profile  are  the  only  sminbling 
blocks  to  virtual  perfection  where  the  present  MS-66  coin  is  con- 
cerned. 


1364  1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  A sharp  and  lustrous  honey  gold  specimen 
with  satiny  surfaces  and  a hint  of  prooflike  reflecrivity  in  the  fields, 
especially  on  the  obverse.  Decidedly  choice  for  the  grade. 


Proof  1902  Quarter  Eagle 


1365  1902  Proof-61  (NGC).  Chiefly  reflective  orange  gold  with  some 
faint  cloudiness  in  the  mirror  fields.  From  a sizable  Proof  mintage 
for  the  date  of  193  pieces,  which  allows  today’s  collecting  commu- 
nity to  enjoy  a Proof  Liberty  quarter  eagle  regardless  of  their  numis- 
matic budget. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1903  Quarter  Eagle 


1366  1903  MS-66  (NGC).  Rich  honey  gold  with  intense  cartwheel  lus- 
tre and  some  bright  yellow  highlights.  Sharply  struck,  and  every  bit 
the  gem  the  holder  proclaims  it  to  be. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1906  $2.50 


1367  1906  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  intense  lustre  and  a 
whisper  of  pale  olive  iridescence.  A sharply  struck  gem,  a coin  that 
is  easily  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade. 
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1368  1907  MS-65  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  warm  orange  and  pale 
olive  highlights.  A sharp  and  frosty  gem  with  intense  underlying 
lustre.  A w'orthwhile  desirable  specimen  from  the  final  year  of  Lib- 
erty quarter  eagle  coinage. 


Gem  Mint  State  1908  Indian  $2.50 


(2x  photo) 

1369  1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  amazingly  satiny  yel- 
low gold  with  pale  olive  highlights.  A pleasing  gem,  this  from  a se- 
ries that  is  notable  for  its  shortage  of  gem-quality  coins. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1908  Indian  $2,50 


1370  1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  the  eye  appeal  and 
lustre  ofa  much  finer  grade.  An  attractive  and  suitable  way  to  begin 
an  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  collection. 


1371  1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  decided  rose 

highlights.  A popular  semi-key  date  in  Uncirculated  grades. 


1372  1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Sparkling  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 
eye  appeal  that  just  won’t  quit!  Choice  for  the  grade. 


1373 


1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  honey  gold  with 
lustre. 


strong  underlying 


1374  1929  MS-64  (NGC).  Rich  butterscotch  gold  with  bright  yellow 
iridescence  in  the  protected  areas.  A pleasing  e.xample  from  the  fi- 
nal year  of  the  design  type  and  denomination. 


1375  1929  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  distinctive  rose  over- 
tones. 


THREE-DOLLAR  GOLD 

The  Eliasberg  Proof  1859  $3,  a gem  with  a notable  provenance, 
leads  our  brief  section  of  this  interesting  denomination,  with  nice 
Mint  State  specimens  from  1855  and  1859  also  standing  out  as  ap- 
pealing properties.  The  1878  is  a frequent  selection  for  inclusion  in 
type  sets. 


Choice  Mint  State  1855  $3 


1376  1855  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  rose-gold  with  bright  underlying  lus- 
tre and  a generous  quotient  of  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  An 
attractive  example  of  the  date,  one  of50,555  circulation  strikes  pro- 
duced. From  the  first  year  of  the  new  design  type  with  DOLLARS 
on  the  reverse  in  large  letters;  this  type  was  continued  through  the 
demise  of  the  series  in  1889. 
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Gem  Proof  1859  $3 

The  Jewett-Eliasberg  Specimen 


(2x  photo) 

1377  1859  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Rich  orange  gold  with  satiny,  frosty  mo- 
tifs and  deeply  mirrored  fields;  though  extremely  cameo-like  in  ap- 
pearance, such  is  not  noted  on  the  PCGS  holder.  From  a reported 
Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  80  specimens,  though  probably  much 
fewer  than  that  amount  were  actually  distributed  by  the  mint.  In- 
deed, perhaps  just  20  or  so  Proof  examples  of  the  date  can  be  found 
today  in  all  states  of  preservation.  The  overall  quality  of  the  present 
coin,  along  with  its  grand  pedigree,  assures  this  coin  an  honored 
place  in  the  next  cabinet  it  graces.  What’s  more,  the  present  coin  is 
just  one  of  three  called  Proof-65  by  PCGS,  with  no  Proofs  of  the 
date  certified  finer  by  that  organization.  A pleasing  gem  Proof  of 
the  date,  one  that  was  greatly  rewarding  to  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 
and  one  that  will  no  doubt  prove  to  be  just  as  pleasing  to  you. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

The  1909 Jewett  sale  catalogue  contained  many  fine  U.S.  gold  coins;John  W. 
Adams  rated  this  sale  as  “A”  in  the  category  of  U.S.  gold  and  “A-”  overall. 

From  S.H.  Chapman ’s  sale  of  the  Flenry Jewett  Collection, June  1909; 
John  H.  Clapp  Collection  to  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  in  1942;  Bowers  and 
Ruddy’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  October  1982,  Lot 
283. 


Uncirculated  1859  $3 


1378  1859  MS-61  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  strong  yellow  bril- 
liance and  intense  cartwheel  lustre.  Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies, 
repunching  noted  at  9 in  date.  From  a small  mintage  for  the  date  of 
just  15,558  (see  below).  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  notes  that  this  date  is 
“usually  VF  to  EF,  very  rare  in  AU  or  better.”  A pleasing  example  of 
the  date  and  grade. 

While  the  Guide  Book  of  United  Stales  Coins  gives  the  circulation  strike  mint- 
age of  this  date  as  15,558  pieces,  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  reports  6,391  circulation 
strikes  of  the  variety  offered  here,  that  with  repunched  1 and  9 in  date.  He  also 
offers  a mintage  of 6,247  circulation  strikes  for  another  variety  of  the  date  with  the 
tops  of  the  1 and  8 in  the  date  repunched:  Breen’s  figure  tallies  to  12,638  circula- 
tion strikes  for  the  date. 


Mint  State  1870  $3  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 

1379  1870  MS-62  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  honey  highlights  and 
strong  lustre.  A pleasing  coin  overall,  a lovely  specimen  with  con- 
siderably fewer  marks  than  the  assigned  grade  indicates.  From  a cir- 
culation strike  mintage  of  just  3,500  pieces,  with  most  of  the  cur- 
rently known  survivors  from  that  figure  just  VF  or  so.  Fewer  than 
10  examples  of  the  date  have  been  called  MS-62  or  finer  by  NGC, 
making  for  a rare  date  even  at  “just”  MS-62,  as  here. 

NGC  Census:  6;  3 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Uncirculated  1878  $3 


1380  1878  MS-62  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  distinctive  rose  iri- 
descence and  grand  underlying  lustre.  A choice  coin  for  the  grade. 
A date  that  is  often  selected  to  represent  the  denomination  in  U.S. 
gold  type  collections. 

Uncirculated  1878  $3 


1381  1878  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold.  Strong  aesthetic  appeal 
for  the  assigned  grade. 
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HALF  EAGLES 

The  Kesearch  Triangle  Clold  Collection  again  leads  the  consign- 
ments ot  this  denomination.  Although  this  collection  was  not  heavy 
111  early  issues,  one  piece  stands  out  as  notable  - a specimen  of  the 
extremely  rare  1802/1  Breen  1-E,  a variety  that  Harry  Bass  never 
managed  to  acquire!  Other  early  pieces  stand  out  from  other  con- 
signors, including  a lovely  Mint  State  1795  of  the  Small  Eagle  type 
and  another  in  Choice  AU.  A Mint  State  1818  STATESOF  piece  is 
new  to  the  marketplace  after  longtime  inclusion  in  a private  collec- 
tion. As  with  the  quarter  eagles,  among  the  Coronet  type  the  Re- 
search Triangle  collection  comes  to  the  fore,  with  pieces  from  Phila- 
delphia, San  Franci.sco,  and  New  Orleans  including  some  notable 
date  rarities.  The  New  Orleans  issues  are  highlighted  by  the  1840- 
O,  1842-0,  1855-0,  and  a choice  1894-0.  San  Francisco  pieces 
include  the  elusive  1858-S,  the  Bass  1859-S,  1862-S,  1863-S,  1869- 
S,  and  1875-S.  And,  of  course,  many  of  the  rare  Philadelphia  issues 
of  the  1860s  and  1870s  are  included,  as  are  the  popular  Carson  City 
issues,  often  in  pleasing,  lightly  circulated  grade.  Other  interesting 
Items  include  a superb  DC  AM  Proof  1883  from  the  Bass  Collection, 
a choice  Proof  1891,  a cameo  proof  1904,  and  a choice  Mint  State 
1908  Indian  S5. 


“The  House  intended  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,”  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania  circa  1800.  At  the  time,  Philadelphia  was  not  only  home 
to  the  United  States  Mint,  but  was  also  the  nation’s  capital. 


Outstanding  Uncirculated  1795  Small  Eagle  S5 
Breen  1-B,  Rarity-5 


1382  1795  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-5.  Small  Eagle.  MS-62  (NGC).  A sat- 
iny brilliant  yellow  gold  specimen  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  and 
an  overall  appeal  that  bespeaks  a far  finer  grade.  A sharply  struck  and 
thoroughly  appealing  example  of  our  nation’s  first  gold  coinage. 
Indeed,  the  present  specimen  is  so  fresh  and  crisp  that  it  could  very 
well  have  been  struck  by  the  Gallery  Mint  (a  private  enterprise  that 
makes  quality  modern-day  replica  coinage  of  some  of  America’s 
greatest  rarities;  fortuitously  for  today’s  collecting  community,  the 
folks  at  Gallery  Mint  mark  all  of  their  coins  COPY).  The  eye  appeal 
here  is  extraordinary,  especially  for  the  assigned  grade,  and  the  strike 
is  as  full  and  bold  as  one  is  apt  ever  to  see  for  this  issue.  If  such  a thing 
as  a “gem”  MS-62  coin  exists,  the  present  specimen  is  an  ideal  rep- 
resentation thereof!  Simply  gorgeous. 
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Lustrous  AU  1795  Small  Eagle  $5 


1383  1795  Breen  1-B.  Rarity-5.  Small  Eagle.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A sec- 
ond attractive  example  of  this  popular  issue,  the  present  coin  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  motifs  and  mirror  fields  that  display  splashes  of  rich 
orange,  especially  on  the  obverse  high  points  and  in  the  reverse  fields. 
Some  faint  reverse  scratches  are  noted,  those  being  the  only  flaws 
worthy  of  mention.  How  fortunate  are  we  that  two  grand  examples 
of  this  popular  rarity  are  offered  back  to  back  in  the  present  sale! 


Important  1802/1  HalfEagle 


Extremely  Rare 
Breen  1-E 


(2x  photo) 


1384  1802/1  Breen  1-E.  Rarity-7+  to  8.  Overdate.  AU-55  (NGC). 

Pleasing  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  traces  of  prooflike  reflectivity  in 
the  reverse  fields.  Both  sides  exhibit  some  typical  hairlines,  and  the 
obverse  has  a couple  of  minor  scratches,  one  from  the  L horizon- 
tally to  the  rim  at  the  left,  and  one  vertically  from  the  forecurl  to 
Miss  Liberty’s  nose.  Tbe  obverse  is  free  of  adjustment  marks,  while 
the  reverse  shows  a few  minor  hires  at  UNI,  and  a number  of  fine 
die  polish  lines  in  the  recesses.  Nicely  struck  with  good  central  defi- 
nition on  both  sides. 

Struck  from  Breen’s  obverse  die  1,  the  low  overdate,  paired  wdth 
the  elusive  Breen  reverse  E.  This  die  combination  was  first  described 
in  Walter  Breen’s  monograph.  Early  United  States  Half  Eagles  1795- 
1838  based  on  his  study  of  the  plate  for  Lot  1013  in  Stack’s  1956 
Metropolitan  Convention  Sale.  However,  in  more  recent  times  it 
has  been  suggested  that  Breen’s  reverses  E and  G are  tbe  same.  This 
theory  is  posited  in  the  Harry  Bass  museum  sylloge  (under  the  dis- 
cussion of  an  example  of  1802/1  B 2-E),  in  Bass’s  personal  notes  on 
early  gold,  and  in  Andrew  PoUock’s  unpublished  research  on  early 
gold  varieties. 

In  discussion  svith  noted  early  gold  speciahst  Dr.  Donald  Knaack, 
considering  his  detailed  notes  and  the  salient  die  characteristics  of 
the  present  coin,  we  have  determined  that  reverses  E and  G arc  cer- 
tainly different  dies,  each  very  rare,  and  that  the  present  coin  is  struck 
using  Breen’s  reverse  E. 

Pollock’s  unpublished  research  yielded  only  one  public  appear- 
ance of  a Breen  1-G  half  eagle,  a specimen  sold  in  Stack’s  sale  of 
June  1989  as  Lot  367,  but  since  he  found  no  half  eagles  that  fit  Breen's 
description  of  the  1-E  marriage,  as  offered  here,  he  wondered  in 
print  if  indeed  the  E and  G reverses  might  be  the  same.  Carefril 
study  of  the  Stack’s  June  1989  plate  reveals  that  the  leaf  point  at  Rl 
points  between  these  two  letters,  that  the  second  T of  STATES  is 
higher  than  the  adjoining  E at  the  top,  and  that  the  TA  of  STATES 
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iKurh,’  touch,  all  characteristics  which  agree  with  those  described  by 
Walter  Breen  tor  his  reverse  G.  On  the  1989  Stack’s  piece,  a die 
crack  passes  from  the  reverse  rim  near  OF  past  the  left  edge  of  the 
fX  a crack  which  does  not  appear  on  the  present  piece  despite  its 
somewhat  advanced  state. 

The  com  herein  offered  shows  two  distinctive  die  cracks,  though 
earlier  crack-free  states  might  exist.  One  stretches  boldly  downward 
from  the  eagle’s  neck  through  the  horizontal  lines  of  the  shield,  and 
continuing  across  the  shield  to  just  right  of  the  bottom  of  the  sec- 
ond vertical  stripe.  In  addition,  a bold  crack  extends  from  the  rim 
above  and  to  the  left  of  the  first  A of  AMERICA,  joins  the  tops  of 
AMER,  and  returns  to  the  rim.  While  this  crack  is  noted  in  the 
Breen  monograph  for  reverse  G (probably  the  cause  of  much  of  the 
ensuing  confusion),  the  other  mentioned  die  characteristics  do  not 
match  the  present  reverse.  The  leaf  point  at  R1  touches  I below  the 
lelt  upright,  the  E ot  STATES  is  higher  than  the  T at  the  top,  and 
the  TA  ot  STATES  are  comfortably  apart.  Not  mentioned  for  ei- 
ther reverse,  but  clearly  evident  here,  is  a bold  diagonal  spine  from 
the  top  left  corner  of  the  shield  to  the  eagle’s  wing  just  below  its 
juncture  with  the  ribbon.  These  divergent  characteristics  prove  that 
Breen’s  E and  G are,  in  fact,  different  reverse  dies  after  all. 

Breen  cited  only  one  appearance  of  the  1-E  variety,  that  appear- 
ing in  the  1956  Stack’s  plate  mentioned  above  and  used  for  his  iden- 
tification of  the  variety  — that  coin  does  appear  to  be  a genuine  1 -E, 
however,  apparently  without  the  bold  reverse  cracks.  As  no  example 
appeared  in  the  extensive  Harry  Bass  Collection,  none  was  mentioned 
in  Bass’s  research  notes,  and  Pollock  was  not  able  to  identify  any  ex- 
amples in  his  survey,  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  1956  Stack’s  coin 
was  the  last  example  of  this  extremely  rare  variety  offered  at  public 
auction!  Dr.  Knaack’s  research  notes  indicate  that  he  has  examined 
specimens  in  private  hands,  but  perhaps  only  a couple  of  examples. 
As  such,  we  feel  that  it  is  appropriate  to  call  this  a Rarity  7+  variety, 
though  it  may  be  as  rare  as  Rarity-8  — while  we  can  identify  only 
two  specimens  to  ever  appear  publicly,  it  is  possible  that  a few 
more  exist  due  to  the  apparent  confusion  surrounding  its  correct  iden- 
tification. Very  rare,  one  of  only  three  varieties  in  private  hands  that 
Bass  never  acquired  — the  others  were  the  1822  half  eagle  and  the 
unique  Breen  6-W  half  eagle  of  1795.  A very  significant  opportunity 
for  any  advanced  collector  of  early  half  eagles. 


Popular  1806  HalfEagle 

Round  6 in  Date 


1385  1806  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-3.  Round  Top  6.  MS-61  (PCGS). 

Lightly  textured  satiny  honey  gold  surfaces  with  rich  yellow  gold 
iridescence  and  strong  underlying  lustre.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas 
save  for  the  right-hand  obverse  stars;  the  reverse  eagle  is  fully  de- 
lineated in  all  areas,  and  is  quite  attractive  as  a result.  Some  faint 
planchet  adjustment  marks  are  noted  near  3:00  on  the  reverse.  All 
things  considered,  a truly  choice  example  of  the  date,  variety,  and 
assigned  grade,  and  worthy  of  more  than  passing  interest  from  at- 
tentive bidders. 


(2.\  photo) 


1386  1806  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-3.  Round  Top  6. 
AU-58  (PCGS).  Bursts  of  bright  yellow  irides- 
cence enhance  the  protected  areas  of  this  satiny 
olive-gold  specimen.  Strong  mint  bloom  is  the 
order  of  the  day,  which  adds  quite  a boost  to  the 
already  strong  eye  appeal  of  this  particular  speci- 
men. A fetching  and  comely  coin  despite  a few 
faint,  stray  marks.  Under  bidders  take  heed,  for  if 
you  missed  the  Uncirculated  specimen  of  this 
popular  variety  that  was  offered  in  the  preceding 
lot,  the  present  lot  affords  a second  opportunirs' 
to  obtain  a pleasing  specimen  of  the  variets’! 


Choice  AU  1806  HalfEagle 
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Scarce  1808/7  Half  Eagle 


1387  1808/7  Breen  2-A.  Rarity-5.  Overdate.  AU-58  (NGC).  Satiny 
and  lustrous  medium  gold  with  decided  olive  highlights.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date;  aside  from  a touch  of  circulation  wear,  the  de- 
sign elements  are  essentially  sharp  and  fully  represented.  A grand 
example  that  would  admirably  represent  the  design  type  in  a bur- 
geoning early  U.S.  gold  type  collection. 


Mint  State  1818  Half  Eagle 
STATESOF  Variety 


1388  1818  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty  motifs  and 
lightly  mirrored  fields  display  strong  lustre  and  distinctive  olive-gold 


highlights.  A pleasing  exaitiplc  of  this  popular  variety,  especially 
for  the  assigned  grade.  Some  central  striking  weakness  is  seen  on 
the  reverse,  as  often  encountered  for  the  design  type.  The  popular 
STATESOF  variety,  named  no  doubt  for  the  poor  spacing  of  those 
two  words;  here  they  appear  as  if  one  word.  The  present  specimen 
has  been  out  of  the  numismatic  marketplace  for  nearly  30  years,  and 
should  prove  exciting  to  a new  generation  to  collectors. 

1389  Group  of  ANACS-certified  half  eagles:  ☆ 1834  Classic  Head. 
Plain  4.  AU-55.  Golden  surfaces  ☆ 1880  AU-58.  Subdued  yellow 
gold  with  splashes  of  gray  ☆ 1881  MS-61 . Lustrous  with  pale  olive- 
gray  frost  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1882  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  frosty 
gray  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1 884  AU-58.  Lustrous  rose-gold  ☆ 1 885- 
S AU-58.  Lustrous  red-gold  ☆ 1888-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  and  attrac- 
tive with  a touch  of  rose  ☆ 1895  AU-58.  Intermingled  pale  lilac- 
gray  and  magenta  mostly  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1903  AU-58.  Lus- 
trous with  a touch  of  rose  and  gray  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1 904-S  AU- 
55.  Lustrous.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

1390  Sextette  ofPCGS-certified  half  eagles:  ☆1836  AU-53.  Lustrous 
rich  gold  surfaces  ☆ 1846  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  just  a hint  of  rose  at 
the  rims  ☆ 1849  AU-53.  Lustrous.  Breen-6582,  earhest  die  state  with 
repunching  of  all  four  date  numerals  visible  ☆ 1 854  AU-55.  Lustrous 
with  splashes  of  faint  rose  ☆ 1861  AU-58.  Pale  golden  yellow  surfaces 
☆ 1873  Open  3.  AU-53.  ILich  rose-gold.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


1391  1837  Breen-6512.  Large  Date,  Large  5.  AU-55  (NGC).  Single  fore- 
lock. Lustrous  yellow  surfaces  with  much  eye  appeal  for  the  assigned 
grade.  A scattering  of  faint  marks  is  noted,  but  the  overall  appeal  is  still 
substantial  for  the  grade.  A popular  date  and  design  type  combination. 


Frosty  1839  HalfEagle 

First  Year  of  Design  Type 


1392  1839  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  and  frosty  olive-gold  with 
strong  yellow  iridescence  in  the  protected  areas.  Nicely  struck  in 
most  places,  although  a hint  of  design  weakness  can  be  seen  at  cer- 
tain obverse  stars  and  at  the  eagle’s  claws.  From  an  early  state  of  the 
die,  with  the  loop  and  ball  of  9 joined  by  a faint  die  line;  this  later 
disappears.  Fewer  than  10  examples  of  this  date  have  been  certified 
finer  by  NGC,  none  of  those  above  MS-64.  The  present  coin  is  a 
fine  representative  of  the  date,  design  type,  and  assigned  grade. 

NGC  Census:  17;  9 finer  (MS-64  finest). 
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1393  1840  AU-55  (ICG).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  some  deeper  high- 
lights in  the  recessed  areas.  Some  faint  marks  present,  none  serious 
enough  to  warrant  individual  menrion. 


Uncirculated  1840-0  Half  Eagle 

Narrow  Mill,  Medium  O Mintmark 


(2.x  photo) 


1394  1840-0  Breen-6530.  Narrow  Mill.  Medium  O.  MS-60 
(ANACS).  A highly  lustrous  example  of  the  first  half  eagle  coinage 
from  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Deep  and  rich  yellow  gold  with  bright 
yellow  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas.  Nicely  struck  and  aestheti- 
cally appealing,  and  far  finer  overall  than  the  assigned  grade  indi- 
cates. An  unheralded  rarity  from  the  early  days  of  Liberty  half  eagle 
coinage,  a date  that  is  easily  as  rare  as  its  counterpart  from  the  Char- 
lotte and  Dahlonega  mints,  this  despite  a somewhat  higher  mintage 
of  40,120  pieces.  Typically  found  VF  to  EF,  with  AU  coins  quite 
rare,  and  Mint  State  examples  such  as  offered  here  approaching  the 
highest  degree  of  rarit)’.  Worthy  of  serious  pursuit  by  half  eagle  spe- 
cialists. 

1395  Trio  of  half  eagles:  ☆ 1841  VF-30  (PCGS).  Deep  yeUow  with 
hints  of  rose  ☆ 1856-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Subdued  golden  orange  ☆ 
1877-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Bright  orange  gold  surfaces  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Elusive  1842  Half  Eagle 

Small  Letters  Reverse 


(2x  photo) 

1396  1842  Breen-6536.  Small  Letters.  AU-55  (NGC).  Warm  honey 
gold  with  deeper  orange  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas.  A nicely 
struck  specimen  of  this  scarce  and  popular  variety,  here  with  just  a 
few  faint  marks  noted;  in  his  Etuyclopedia  Breen  noted  that  this  date 
is  “usually  badly  nicked.”  An  elusive  date  and  variety  offered  here 
for  your  bidding  pleasure. 


Underrated  1842  Half  Eagle 

Large  Letters  Reverse 


1397  1842  Breen-6537.  Large  Letters.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Highly  lus- 
trous yellow  gold  with  some  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields,  and 
with  some  orange  gold  highlights  on  the  high  points.  Nicely  struck, 
with  full  design  elements  showing  through  the  modicum  of  wear 
this  lovely  coin  picked  up  during  its  short  stay  in  circulation.  From 
a mintage  for  the  date  of  27,578  circulation  strikes,  with  the  exact 
number  of  Large  Letters  and  Small  Letters  varieties  of  the  date  un- 
known; the  Large  Letters  variety,  as  here,  is  considered  scarcer  than 
its  Small  Letters  counterpart.  A rarity  above  VF,  and  certainly  very 
rare  at  AU  or  finer.  PCGS  has  certified  just  two  examples  of  this 
date  at  a finer  grade  level  with  just  one  called  Mint  State.  Obvi- 
ously, a great  opportunity! 

PCGS  Population:  3;  2 finer  (MS-61  finest). 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 
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1842-0  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


Uncirculated  1844-0  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


1398  1842-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Pale  yellow  gold  with  distinctive  olive 
highlights  and  a generous  helping  of  light  orange  iridescence.  A few 
faint  marks  are  noted,  none  of  them  overly  intrusive.  Considerably 
rarer  across  the  board  than  its  modest  mintage  of  16,400  pieces  in- 
dicates; VF  or  lou’cr  is  the  grade  range  for  the  typically  offered  speci- 
men of  this  scarce  issue.  For  the  record,  just  three  examples  of  this 
date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  coin  by  NGC.  One 
for  the  specialists! 

NGC  Census:  4;  3 finer  (MS-63  finest). 


1399  1843  MS-60  (NGC).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  beneath  deep  violet, 
orange,  and  rose  toning  highlights.  A nicely  struck  specimen  from 
the  early  years  of  Liberty  half  eagle  coinage. 


1400  1843-0  Large  Date,  Small  Letters.  EF-40  (NGC).  Medium 
honey  gold  with  some  deeper  highlights,  especially  at  the  rims.  A 
scattering  of  faint  marks  is  noted  on  both  sides,  but  they  should  not 
dissuade  potential  bidders  from  this  attractive  EF  coin.  Speaking  of 
EF,  the  1843-0  Small  Letters  half  eagle  is  considered  quite  rare  and 
desirable  at  EF  or  finer. 

1401  Quintette  ofhalf eagles;  ☆ 1843-0  Large  Letters.  AU-58  (SEGS). 
Golden  surfaces.  Saltwater  coin  ☆ 1857-S  AU-58  (SEGS).  Lustrous 
reddish  gold  surfaces  ☆ 1858  AU-55  (SEGS).  Lustrous  yellow  gold 
☆ 1881-CC  AU-50  (SEGS).  Golden  surfaces  ☆ 1882-S  MS-61  PL 
(SEGS).  Reflective  with  hints  of  rose  at  the  devices.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

1402  Trio  of  NGC-certified  half  eagles:  ☆ 1 844  AU-58  ☆ 1 845  AU- 

55  1848  AU-58.  Each  is  lustrous  with  traces  of  toning.  (Total:  3 

pieces) 


(2x  photo) 


1403  1844-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  medium  gold  with 
some  deeper  golden  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  Somewhat 
prooflike  in  the  fields,  particularly  so  on  the  obverse.  Nicely  struck 
from  rusted  dies;  many  raised  die  lumps  are  present,  particularly  in 
the  reverse  field.  Despite  a generous  mintage  of  364,600  pieces, 
the  1844-0  half  eagle  is  considered  quite  rare  in  Mint  State.  In  his 
reference  on  the  subject,  Douglas  Winter  called  this  date  “genu- 
inely rare”  in  Mint  State,  high  praise  from  one  of  the  ranking  schol- 
ars in  the  field.  A few  faint  hairlines  and  a minor  area  of  discolora- 
tion on  the  reverse  eagle’s  dexter  wing  probably  account  for  the 
grade.  Shortcomings  aside,  the  present  specimen  is  decidedly  choice 
for  the  assigned  grade. 

Delightful  1845-0  Half  Eagle 


1404  1845-0  ALJ-53  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  intense  lustre 
and  all  the  eye  appeal  of  a much  finer  grade.  Some  rich  orange  iri- 
descence can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas,  with  a modicum  of  the 
same  on  the  high  points.  Choice  for  the  grade  despite  a scattering  of 
tiny  contact  marks,  none  of  which  are  worthy  of  individual  men- 
tion. An  elusive  coin  in  all  grades,  particularly  above  EF,  this  despite 
a fairly  generous  mintage  for  the  date  of 41 ,000  pieces.  Indeed,  PCGS 
has  only  certified  two  Mint  State  examples  of  this  date,  making  the 
present  choice  AU  specimen  a coin  worthy  of  serious  pursuit. 

Popular  1846-D/D  Half  Eagle 


1405  1846-D/D  Breen-6565.  Repunched  mintmark.  EF-45 
(PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  honey  highlights  and  pleim-  of 
lustre  for  the  grade.  A popular  date  all  around,  with  this  varieU-  per- 
haps even  more  popular  than  that  with  “normal”  mintmark. 

Breen-6565.  “1846-D  Large  date,  blundered  reverse,  double  O.  Minnnark 
first  punched  far  too  high,  buried  in  devices,  then  corrected." 
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Elusive  1846-0  $5 


1406  1846-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Medium  honey  gold  with  some  deeper 
highlights  and  with  strong  lustre  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  for 
the  date,  with  strong  design  elements  in  all  areas.  A rarity  in  all  grades, 
this  despite  a somewhat  sizable  mintage  of 58,000  pieces;  VF  or  so  is 
the  norm  where  available  specimens  of  the  date  are  concerned.  David 
Akers  called  this  date  “underrated  and  undervalued  in  all  grades,” 
while  Douglas  Winter  called  the  date  Low  Rarity-7  in  AU.  A pleas- 
ing coin  in  all  respects. 


Desirable  Mint  State  1847/7  $5 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Specimen 


1407  1847  Breen-6570.  Doubled  7 in  date.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A frosty 
and  highly  lustrous  specimen  with  bright  yellow  gold  surfaces  that 
exhibit  a nuance  of  deeper  gold  on  the  high  points.  A scarce  and 
popular  variety,  one  that  is  often  referred  to  as  the  Large  7 Over 
Small  7 variety.  Decidedly  scarce  in  Mint  State.  A lovely  com  over- 
all, one  that  is  considerably  finer  in  all  respects  than  the  assigned 
grade  indicates. 

From  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  April  1969,  Lot  239;  Bowers  and  Merem’s 
sale  of  the  Harry  IV.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  Part  II,  October  1999,  Lot  916. 


Representative  1847-0  $5 


1408  1847-0  VF-30  (NGC).  Medium  honey  gold  with  some  ohve  high- 
lights. Somewhat  worn,  as  the  VF-30  grade  indicates,  yet  surpris- 
ingly (fee  of  heavy  and  unsightly  marks,  especially  in  the  fields.  A rare 
date  in  all  grades,  as  the  somewhat  low  mintage  of  12,000  pieces  indi- 
cates. Douglas  Winter  called  this  date  “the  rarest  New  Orleans  half 
eagle,”  while  David  Akers  considered  it  to  be  “one  of  the  real  sleepers 
in  the  half  eagle  series.”  Even  at  “just”  VF-30,  as  here,  we  expect 
serious  bidding  activity  when  this  rarity  crosses  the  auction  block. 


Important  1848-D  HalfEagle 


(2.x  photo) 


1409  1848-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  decided  orange 
highlights  and  heavy  effusive  lustre.  A nicely  struck  specimen  with 
a few  faint  marks,  and  with  one  small  but  noticeable  dig  on  the  re- 
verse below  the  O in  OF.  A very  rare  date  in  AU  or  finer  despite  a 
mintage  of  47,465  coins.  Typically  found  in  Fine  to  VF  or  so,  a 
circumstance  which  prompted  specialist  David  Akers  to  write  “above 
EF  it  must  be  considered  a major  rarity.”  The  specimen  presented 
here  certainly  meets  all  the  requirements  for  the  assigned  grade,  both 
physically  and  aesthetically,  and  should  see  spirited  bidding  activity. 

The  unusual  characteristics  of  the  reverse  of  the  present  coin  deserve  special 
attention  here.  A die  crack  extends  from  the  rim  at  about  4:00,  crossing  the  R in 
AMERICA,  and  going  from  there  across  the  field  to  the  tip  of  the  uppermost 
arrowhead,  then  jutting  upward  to  the  underside  of  the  eagle's  wing.  Careful  ex- 
amination reveals  other  faint  cracks  among  the  peripheral  legend.  Another  faint 
crack  from  about  11:00  runs  downward  from  the  dentils,  crossing  the  A in  STATES, 
running  from  there  across  the  field  to  the  top  of  the  eagle’s  beak,  and  from  there  to 
the  point  ot  the  beak  and  then  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  wing  below.  Heavy  raised 
diagonal  die  lines  extend  from  the  C in  AMERICA  through  the  arrowheads  and 
then  form  a large  patch  beneath  the  eagle’s  wing.  Finally,  a heavy  horizontal  die 
line  crosses  the  vertical  stripes  of  the  shield. 


Popular  1849-D  HalfEagle 


1410  1849-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  an 
area  of  rich  orange  toning  near  the  first  two  obverse  stars.  A few  scat- 
tered marks  are  present,  but  such  can  be  anticipated  when  gold  coins 
spend  some  time  in  circulation.  Rarer  in  all  grades  than  its  mintage  of 
39,036  pieces  indicates,  and  always  desirable  at  AU  or  finer. 


1411  1850  AU-55  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  a generous  portion 

of  lustre  remaining.  A few  faint  marks  are  noted.  A vastly  under- 
rated date,  this  despite  a somewhat  lofty  mintage  of 64,491  circula- 
tion strikes.  Typically  regarded  as  a “common”  date,  a review  of 
past  auction  appearances  suj^ests  that  1850  half  eagles  in  grades  of 
AU  or  finer  are  a rarity  to  be  reckoned  with. 


americ:an  numismatic  rarities 


Ti  if:  Classics  Sale 

1412  Quintette  of  half  eagles  grading  AU-58  (NGC),  except  where 
noted:  ☆ 1851  AU-53.  Golden  yellow  surfaces  with  just  a whisper 
ot  rose  1852.  (jolden  surfaces  with  pale  olive-gray  at  the  devices 
☆ 1853  AU-53.  Golden  rose  surfaces  ☆ 1855.  Lustrous  golden  sur- 
fices  a 1856.  Lustrous  with  splashes  ol  pale  bluish  gray  and  rose. 
(Total:  5 pieces) 


1413  1851-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Medium  orange  gold  with  generous 
amounts  of  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  Some  central  striking  weak- 
ness is  noted,  as  is  typical  for  the  issue.  A fairly  scarce  date,  one  Dou- 
glas Winter  called  “rare  and  very  underrated  in  all  grades.” 


1414  1854-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  much  yellow 
brightness  in  the  protected  areas.  A grand  amount  of  lustre  can  be 
seen  in  the  protected  areas  as  well,  adding  to  the  overall  appeal  of  this 
popular  and  moderately  scarce  New  Orleans  issue.  Indeed,  at  AU- 
55,  the  present  specimen  is  superb  and  above  average  for  the  date. 

AU  1855-D  $5 


1415 


1855-D  Large  D.  AU-50  (NCS).  Net  EF-45  or  so,  lightly  cleaned 
and  polished  long  ago.  “Holder  marked  Improperly  Cleaned.”  Natu- 
ral honey  gold  with  some  yellow  gold  brilliance  in  the  recessed  ar- 
eas. A fairly  scarce  date  above  VF. 


Elusive  1855-0  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


1416  1855-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Bright  medium  yellow  gold  with  rich  or- 
ange highlights  on  the  high  points.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with 
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any  weakness  in  the  design  details  more  a result  of  light  circulation 
than  strike  shortcomings.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  11, Bk) 
pieces,  with  the  typical  survivor  from  that  mintage  just  Fine  to  VF, 
with  an  occasional  EF  making  its  presence  known.  At  AU,  the  date 
becomes  a rarity  of  some  stature.  A few  faint  surface  marks  are  noted, 
but  the  present  coin  is  both  aesthetically  and  physically  pleasing, 
and  should  see  spirited  bidding  activity. 


Scarce  1855-S  HalfEagle 


1417  1855-S  AU-50  (ICG).  Medium  honey  gold  with  much  lustre  and 
some  strong  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas,  especially  on  the  re- 
verse. Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  A fairly  scarce  issue  in  all  grades, 
one  that  becomes  a desirable  rarity  at  AU  or  finer.  Perhaps  the  ear- 
liest collectible  date  in  the  half  eagle  series  from  the  San  Francisco 
Mint;  the  first  issue  from  that  edifice,  the  1854-S,  is  a major  rarity, 
as  just  268  examples  of  the  date  were  reportedly  struck,  and  today’s 
collectors  can  count  the  extant  specimens  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand. 


Mint  State  1856-C  $5  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


1418  1856-C  MS-61  (NGC).  Brisk  orange  gold  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  and  much  mint  brilliance  in  the  recessed  areas.  From  a mint- 
age for  the  date  of28,457  specimens,  many  of  which  received  heav)’ 
circulation  in  day-to-day  commerce  of  the  era.  This  date  is  called 
“prohibitively  rare  AU”  in  Breen’s  Encyclopedia,  and  we  heartily  con- 
cur with  that  statement.  Indeed,  just  a half  dozen  examples  of  the 
date  have  been  called  MS-61  or  finer  by  NGC,  with  the  present 
lovely  specimen  a definite  Condition  Census  contender  for  the  va- 
riety. Please  bid  strongly  on  the  present  lot,  for  who  knows  when 
another  such  outstanding  opportunity  will  come  your  way. 

NGC  Census:  5;  1 finer  (MS-62). 
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Rare  1856-0  HalfEagle 


(2x  photo) 


1419  1856-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Boldly  lustrous  medium  yellow  gold  sur- 
faces with  a nuance  of  pale  orange  iridescence  on  the  high  points.  A 
few  faint  marks  are  noted,  none  out  of  line  with  the  assigned  grade. 
Nicely  struck  as  well,  and  aesthetically  appealing.  One  ofjust  10,000 
examples  of  the  date  struck,  and  essentially  a rarity  in  all  grades 
from  Fine  up  to  the  high  AU  range.  Just  three  examples  of  this 
date  have  been  certified  finer  by  PCGS,  with  just  one  of  those  called 
Mint  State!  Decidedly  rare  at  the  assigned  grade  (and  all  other 
grades,  for  that  matter),  and  liable  to  see  strong  bidding  activity  as 
a result. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3 finer  (MS-61  finest). 


1420  1857  MS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 
aesthetic  appeal  that  goes  well  above  and  beyond  the  requirements 
of  the  assigned  grade.  Sharply  struck  and  decidedly  choice. 


Low-Mintage  1857-0  $5 


1421  1857-0  EF-45  (ICG).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  distinctive  olive 

highlights  and  a generous  amount  of  lustre.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date,  not  fully  so,  but  certainly  as  near  to  full  as  this  date  comes. 
From  a modest  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  13,0(X)  pieces,  with  most 
survivors  in  VF  to  EF.  A few  faint  obverse  scratches  are  noted  near 
the  tip  of  Liberty’s  bust,  otherwise  the  surfaces  are  free  of  major 
distractions.  The  last  halt  eagle  issue  from  New  Orleans  until  the 
1892-0  issue. 


Elusive  1858-S  $5  Rarity 

None  Certified  Uncirculated  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

1422  1858-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  orange  gold  with  a blend 
of  rose  and  pale  blue  in  the  protected  areas.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date.  A scattering  of  faint  marks  is  noted  for  accuracy,  none  of  them 
fresh  or  of  recent  vintage.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  18,600 
coins,  with  only  a very  small  proportion  of  the  survivors  from  that 
mintage  above  EF.  PCGS  has  certified  just  three  examples  of  this 
date  finer  than  the  present  coin,  none  in  Mint  State!  Back  in  1979, 
David  Akers  noted  the  following:  “Beginning  with  1858  and  ex- 
tending to  1876,  the  San  Francisco  Mint  half  eagles  are,  without 
exception,  extremely  rare  better  than  EF,  and  some  are  acmally  un- 
known (to  me  at  least)  above  that  grade.”  Some  25  years  later,  not 
much  has  changed  regarding  this  date! 

PCGS  Population:  1;  3 finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1423  1859  AU-50  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  a nu- 
ance of  pale  orange  iridescence.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  and 
grade. 
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Important  1859-S  Half  Eagle 

From  the  Harry  Bass  Collection 


(2x  photo) 


1424  1859-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  warm  or- 
ange  highlights;  the  reverse  lustre  is  nothing  short  of  spectacular,  A 
few  faint  marks  are  noted,  though  they  are  easily  forgiven  in  the  con- 
text ot  the  rarity  of  the  date  and  aesthetic  appeal  of  the  present  speci- 
men. Just  13,200  half  eagles  were  struck  in  San  Francisco  in  1859, 
and  as  is  the  general  case  with  nearly  all  issues  from  that  mint  during 
this  era,  the  coins  went  immediately  into  circulation.  High-grade 
specimens  such  as  the  present  coin  survived  generally  as  a matter  of 
chance  rather  than  design.  A rarity  that  is  seldom  encountered  above 
EF.  For  the  record,  NGC  has  certifiedjust  one  example  of  the  date  in 
Mint  State,  that  specimen  “just”  MS-62.  A grand  opportunity. 

From  Stacks’  sale  of  R.  L.  Miles  Collection,  October  1968,  Lot  456; 
Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Collection,  Part  IV, 
Nopcmber  2000,  Lot  475. 


1425  1860  AU-50  (NGC)  . Warm  honey  gold  with  generous  amounts  of 
underlying  lustre.  Sharply  struck.  A pleasing  example  of  a date  that 
is  typically  found  in  VF  to  EF. 


Elusive  1860-S  Half  Eagle 


1426  1860-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Medium  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 
some  deeper  toning  highlights  on  the  high  points.  A prized  rarity 
from  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  this  despite  a mintage  of21,200  pieces. 
As  was  the  habit,  virtually  the  entire  mintage  of  this  date  was  placed 
immediately  into  circulation  in  San  Francisco,  the  end  result  being 
that  typical  survivors  are  apt  to  be  just  VF  or  so,  with  Walter  Breen 
having  remarked  that  this  date  is  “extremely  rare  EF,  unobtainable 
above.”  As  though  to  lend  credence  to  Breen’s  1988  statement,  as  of 
January  2004,  NGC  has  not  certified  a Mint  State  1 860-S  half  eagle! 
If  you  are  serious  about  your  Liberty  half  eagle  coUection,  take  a 
good  look  at  the  pre.sent  piece,  then  bid  accordingly. 


Rare  1862-S  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


1427  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  pale  orange  high- 
lights.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  and  grade,  a coin  devoid  of 
marks  that  engage  the  unaided  eye,  and  with  hints  of  mint  brilliance 
in  the  recessed  areas.  From  a modest  mintage  for  the  date  of  9,500 
coins,  most  of  which  saw  long  and  hard  service  in  local  commerce, 
with  the  typical  survivor  from  that  mintage  VF  or  so  today.  The 
present  specimen,  while  “just”  EF-45,  is  one  of  fewer  than  20  ex- 
amples of  the  date  called  EF-45  or  finer  by  PCGS,  with  no  examples 
certified  above  AU-55  by  that  group! 

PCGS  Population:  8;  11  finer  (AU-55  finest). 


Attractive  1863-S  $5  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 

1428  1863-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  generous  amounts 
of  lustre,  especially  in  the  recessed  areas.  Some  scattered  marks  are 
noted  for  accuracy,  none  heavy  enough  to  warrant  individual  atten- 
rion.  Considerably  rarer  than  its  mintage  of  17,000  pieces  indicates, 
with  Fine  to  VF  specimens  about  all  that  can  reasonably  be  expected 
when  seeking  an  example  of  the  date.  At  AU,  as  offered  here,  “for- 
midable” becomes  the  catch  phrase  where  the  date’s  rarity  is  con- 
cerned. NGC  has  not  certified  an  Uncirculated  example  of  this  date! 

NGC  Census;  2;  13  finer  (AU-58  finest). 
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Low-Mintage  1865  S5  Rarity 
Mintage:  1,270 


Choice  AU  1866  With  Motto  $5 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

1429  1865  EF-45  (ICG).  Warm  honey  gold  with  delightful  underlying 
lustre.  Some  faint  scattered  marks  are  noted,  none  of  them  over- 
bearing in  their  import.  A well-respected  rarity  in  all  grades;  just 
1,270  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  were  produced,  one  of  the  low- 
est production  figures  in  the  entire  Liberty  half  eagle  series.  VF  or 
EF  is  typical  for  the  date,  though  some  AU  specimens  are  known. 
An  incredibly  elusive  date  in  all  grades,  with  attractive  EF-45  speci- 
mens such  as  the  present  coin  almost  certain  to  attract  exciting  bid- 
ding competition. 


Underrated  1865-S  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

1430  1865-S  AU-50  (ICG).  Warm  honey  gold  with  some  deeper  golden 
highlights  and  generous  amounts  of  underlying  lustre.  A few  faint 
marks  are  noted,  none  of  which  draw  the  viewer’s  immediate  atten- 
tion. Despite  a somewhat  sizable  mintage  of  27,612  pieces  for  the 
date,  the  tvyiically  encountered  specimen  is  nearly  always  Fine  to 
VF.  An  appealing  e.xample  for  the  grade,  and  an  elusive  issue  that 
will  certainly  be  chased  by  more  than  one  half  eagle  specialist. 


JBB6 


(2x  photo) 

1431  1866  With  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  cartwheel  lustre  en- 

hances the  frosty  orange  gold  surfaces  of  this  choice  AU  specimen. 
Rich  areas  of  bright  rose  iridescence  enhance  the  overall  appeal,  as 
do  the  sharply  struck  design  motifs.  A rare  date  in  all  grades;  just 
6,700  circulation  strikes  of  the  new  design  type  with  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  on  the  reverse  were  produced.  Indeed,  Breen  calls  this  date 
“usually  VF  to  EF,  prohibitively  rare  above  EF.”  Undeniably  the 
finest  specimen  of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS,  and  a notable  Con- 
dition Census  piece  as  such.  A splendid  opportunity  in  a sale  that  is 
laden  with  such  opportunities. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Attractive  1866  Half  Eagle 

With  Motto 


1432  1866  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attractive  honey  gold  specimen 
with  generous  amounts  of  lustre,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Sharply 
struck.  One  ofjust  6,700  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  struck,  here 
with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  appearing  for  the  first  time 
on  the  denomination.  As  is  frequently  the  case  with  coins  of  this 
era,  VF  to  EF  is  all  that  can  be  reasonably  expected  when  seeking  to 
procure  an  example  of  this  rarity.  Indeed,  only  one  example  of  this 
date  and  variety  combination  has  been  certified  finer  by  PCGS,  that 
at  the  AU-58  level;  no  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
certified  by  that  firm! 

PCGS  Population;  6;  1 finer  (AU-58). 
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Elusive  1867  HalfEagle 


(2x  photo) 


1433  1867  AU-55  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  orange  gold  with  prooflike 
reflectivity  in  the  fields,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck 
with  a scattering  of  tiny  ticks  noted  for  accuracy;  none  are  worthy  of 
individual  mention.  One  ofjust  6,870  circulation  strikes  of  the  date 
produced,  with  well-worn  VF  or  EF  specimens  about  the  finest  that 
collectors  can  expect  to  encounter.  It  is  worth  noting  that  fewer 
than  a dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been  called  AU-55  or  finer 
by  PCGS;  only  one  example  of  the  date  has  been  called  Mint  State 
by  that  firm,  that  being  the  MS-61  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  specimen. 
Rare,  desirable,  and  quite  attractive  overall!  What  more  could  a col- 
lector ask  for? 

PCGS  Population:  5;  6 finer  (MS-61  finest). 


Rare  1867-S  HalfEagle 


Notable  1868  HalfEagle 

Probable  Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 

1435  1868  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  bright  honey  gold  with  a nu- 
ance of  deeper  orange  in  places.  Nicely  struck.  Considerably  rarer  than 
its  already  small  mintage  figure  of  5,700  specimens  indicates,  a noted 
“sleeper”  in  the  halt  eagle  denomination,  just  two  examples  of  the  date 
have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC,  a fairly  accurate  indication  ofjust 
how  rare  this  date  is  in  Mint  State.  A pleasing  coin  for  the  grade. 

NGC  Census:  11;  2 finer  (MS-61  finest). 


1436  1868-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractivelight  honey  gold,  highly  lustrous 
for  the  assigned  grade.  An  attractive  example  of  a moderately  scarce 
date,  one  that  is  fairly  elusive  above  VF.  Indeed,  just  18,600  examples 
of  the  date  were  struck,  and  the  vast  majority  of  those  coins  saw 
immediate  and  lengthy  service  in  the  channels  of  commerce  in  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  area. 


1434  1867-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Medium  honey  gold  with  warm  orange 
iridescence  at  the  rims.  Strong  underlying  lustre  enhances  the  over- 
all appeal  of  this  modestly  circulated  rarity.  While  29,000  examples 
of  the  date  were  struck,  it  is,  for  all  accounts  and  purposes,  consider- 
ably rarer  than  that  figure  indicates.  Indeed,  the  date  is  seldom  en- 
countered above  VF  (when  seen  at  all),  David  Akers  noted  that  the 
date  is  “only  available  in  circulated  grades  and  low  grades  at  that.” 
Indeed,  PCGS  has  certified  just  nine  examples  of  this  date  at  a finer 
grade  than  the  present  specimen,  none  above  AU-53!  We  suspect 
serious  bidding  activity  will  be  the  order  of  the  day  when  this  elu- 
sive San  Francisco  Mint  half  eagle  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  9 finer  (AU-53  finest). 


Classic  1869  $5  Rarity 
Mintage:  1,760 


(2.x  photo) 


1437  1869  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium  honey  gold  with  prooflike 
reflectivity  and  rich  yellow  brightness  in  the  protected  areas.  Nicely 
struck  with  a scattering  of  faint,  tiny  surface  ticks  noted  for  accuracy. 
Only  1,760  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  were  produced,  definitely  a 
low  inintage  figure  by  any  standards.  NGC  has  certified  just  two  ex- 
amples of  this  date  in  Mint  State  grades,  a fact  that  should  alert  inter- 
ested bidders  as  to  how  rare  this  classic  half  eagle  issue  truly  is. 

NGC  Census:  5;  2 finer  (MS-64  finest). 
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1869-S  Half  Eagle  Rarity 


1438  1869-S  AU-50  (ICG).  Warm  honey  gold  with  generous  amounts 
of  rose  iridescence  and  strong  underlying  lustre.  A few  faint  marks 
are  noted,  including  a diagonal  depression  in  the  field  beneath  Miss 
Liberty’s  chin.  Both  Akers  and  Breen  called  this  coin  “rare”  above 
VF,  and  not  much  has  changed  in  the  ensuing  years  since  those  com- 
ments were  made.  Considerably  scarcer  than  its  mintage  of  31, 000 
pieces  indicates,  the  cause  being,  of  course,  the  rapid  dissemination 
of  San  Francisco  Mint  issues  into  circulation.  A great  opportunity 
for  an  attentive  specialist  in  the  series. 

Rare  1870  Half  Eagle 


1439  1870  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  a nuance  of  deeper 
golden  toning.  Fairly  well  struck  for  the  date,  and  devoid  of  all  but 
some  scattered  trivial  marks.  One  of  only  4,000  circulation  strikes 
of  the  date  produced,  and  as  is  often  the  case  with  such  great  rarities, 
VF  to  EF  is  about  all  that  one  can  reasonably  expect  to  encounter 
when  in  pursuit  of  this  rarity.  Just  a baker’s  dozen  of  the  date  have 
been  certified  finer  than  the  present  specimen  by  PCGS,  and  only 
one  has  been  called  Mint  State.  Yet  another  popular  and  unsung  rar- 
ity from  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  13  finer  (MS-61  finest). 


Elusive  1870-S  $5 


1440  1870-S  EF-45  (ICG).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  some  warm  or- 
ange and  sky  blue  iridescence  present  on  both  sides.  An  attractive 
com  for  the  grade  and  devoid  of  the  heavy  marks  that  typically  ac- 
company gold  coins  at  the  EF-45  grade  level.  Yet  another  date  that 
is  typically  found  Fine  to  VF  or  as  David  Akers  noted  “on  rare  occa- 
sions, EF.”  Here  is  one  of  the  those  “rare  occasions”  that  David 
Akers  wrote  about,  and  we  anticipate  that  half  eagle  speciaUsts  will 
vie  heartily  for  the  present  specimen. 


Desirable  1871  Half  Eagle 

A Low-Mintage  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 

1441  1871  AU-58  (NGC).  A high  degree  of  lustre  and  deep  orange  ton- 
ing  grace  frosty  motifs  and  highly  reflective  fields.  A sharply  struck 
specimen  from  a mintage  of3,200  circulation  strikes.  An  overlooked 
rarity,  as  collectors  tend  to  overlook  the  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  of 
the  era  in  favor  of  known  rarities  from  the  branch  mints.  Regarding 
the  present  date,  only  three  examples  have  been  certified  finer  by 
NGC,  none  above  MS-61,  and  the  aesthetic  quality  of  the  present 
example  could  probably  challenge  each  of  those  finer  pieces.  An- 
other splendid  opportunity. 

NGC  Census:  10;  3 finer  {MS-61  finest). 

1442  Half  dozen  NGC-certified  half  eagles:  ☆ 1873  Close  3.  AU- 
58.  Lustrous  ☆ 1878-S  AU-58.  Rose-gold  ☆ 1879-S  AU-5().  Sub- 
dued golden  rose  surfaces  ☆ 1881/1880  AU-58.  FS-005.  Lustrous 
☆ 1883-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  minute  specks  on  both 
surfaces  ☆ 1892-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  rose-gold  surfaces  (Total:  6 
pieces) 

Elusive  1874  Half  Eagle 


1443  1874  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  pale  olive  highlights. 
The  fields  are  somewhat  reflective,  the  devices  are  somewhat  frosted, 
and  both  sides  radiate  strong  lustre.  A nicely  struck  survivor  from  a 
fairly  modest  circulation  strike  mintage  for  the  date  of 3, 488  pieces, 
with  the  majority  of  survivors  from  that  mintage  just  VF  or  EF, 
when  seen  at  all. 
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Notable  1874-CC  Half  Eagle 


1444  1874-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  RJch  honey  gold  with  intense  lustre  and 
some  deeper  golden  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  A few  faint  marks 
are  noted,  though  none  are  serious  enough  to  warrant  individual 
mention.  A scarce  i,ssue  in  all  grades  despite  a somewhat  sizable  mint- 
age for  the  era  of  2 1 ,198  pieces.  It  is  worthwhile  to  note  that  a choice 
EF-45  specimen  such  as  this  approaches  the  low  end  of  the  Condi- 
tion Census  for  the  date;  no  Uncirculated  1874-CC  half  eagles  have 
been  certified  by  NGC!  Worthy  of  serious  bidder  pursuit. 


Scarce  1874-S  Half  Eagle 


Scarce  1875-S  HalfEagle 


{2x  photo) 


1447  1875-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Bright  honey  gold  with  much  lustre  re- 
maining, especially  on  the  reverse.  A sharply  struck  example  of  a 
scarce  date,  one  that  saw  a modest  mintage  ofjust  9,000  pieces.  At 
EF  or  finer,  the  date  becomes  a notable  rarity,  as  can  be  said  for  most 
other  San  Francisco  Mint  issues  of  the  era.  A pleasing  coin  for  the 
assigned  grade. 


Important  1876-CC  HalfEagle 

Lowest  Mintage  Carson  City  $5 


1445  1874-S  Net  EF-40  (ANACS),  sharpness  of  AU-50,  reverse  dam- 
age. Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  deeper  highlights  in  the 
recessed  areas.  A sharp  and  attractive  coin,  the  net  grade  applied 
owing  to  a small  yet  visible  surface  puncture  to  the  viewer’s  left  of 
the  mintmark  on  the  reverse.  A fairly  scarce  date  in  all  grades,  one  of 
16,000  half  eagles  of  the  date  produced  in  San  Francisco. 


1875-CC  HalfEagle  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 

1446  1875-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Medium  honey  gold  with  some  deeper 


toning  on  the  high  points.  A high  degree  of  mint  lustre  remains  on 
both  sides,  especially  in  the  protected  areas.  Another  rarity  from  the 
Carson  City  Mint,  this  with  a mintage  of  11,828  pieces.  As  is  often 
the  case  for  coins  of  this  era,  the  typically  found  specimen  is  a well- 
worn  VG  to  VF,  with  EF  (and  finer)  examples  of  notable  impor- 
tance. 


(2x  photo) 


1448  1876-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Deep,  warm  orange  gold  with  pale  gold, 
rose,  and  sky  blue  iridescence  on  the  obverse;  the  reverse  is  wholly 
lustrous  orange  gold.  One  of 6,887  half  eagles  of  the  date  produced, 
the  smallest  mintage  of  the  denomination  from  the  Carson  City 
Mint.  This  date  probably  circulated  primarily  in  Nevada  and  North- 
ern California,  with  virtually  all  known  examples  of  the  date  show- 
ing circulation  wear  to  one  degree  or  another.  In  fact,  VF  is  the 
usually  seen  grade  for  this  date,  with  anything  at  EF  or  finer  consid- 
ered highly  desirable  and  equally  rare.  A great  opportunity  for  an 
alert  half  eagle  specialist. 
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Desirable  1877-CC  S5 


1449  1877-CC  AU-50  (SEGS).  Medium  honey  gold  with  generous 
amounts  of  bright  mint  lustre  in  the  protected  areas,  especially  on 
the  reverse.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  and  devoid  of  all  but  a few 
trivial  marks.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  8,680  pieces,  and  an- 
other issue  from  the  era  that  is  typically  found  in  VF  or  lower,  with 
anything  above  EF  considered  a desirable  rarity.  A pleasing  coin  in 
all  regards. 

1450  Octette  of  NGC-certified  half  eagles:  ☆ 1878  MS-61  ☆ 1884-S 
MS-61  1886-S  MS-62  ☆ 1893-0  MS-61  ☆ 1896  MS-62  ☆ 1898- 
S MS-62  ☆ 1899  MS-62  tr  1901  MS-62.  All  are  lustrous  with  at- 
tractive golden  rose  surfaces.  (Total:  8 pieces) 


Attractive  1879-CC  Half  Eagle 


1451  1879-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bright  honey  gold  with  a high  degree 

of  lustre  remaining  on  both  sides.  A nicely  struck  coin,  though  a 
modicum  of  reverse  weakness  is  noted  at  the  center.  From  a modest 
mintage  of  17,281  pieces,  with  any  survivor  from  that  mintage  called 
AU  or  finer  considered  a notable  rarity.  Choice  and  attractive  for 
the  grade. 


1452  1880  MS-64  (ICG).  A high  degree  of  spirited  cartwheel  lustre  graces 
satiny  honey  gold  surfaces.  A pleasing  coin  for  the  assigned  grade. 

1453  Quintette  of Carson  City  half  eagles:  ☆ 1880-CC  EF-45  (NGC). 
Lustrous  with  golden  orange  at  the  rims  ☆ 1882-CC  AU-50  (ICG). 
Subdued  golden  surfaces  ☆ 189()-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Mixture  of 
gold,  rose,  and  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1892-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Splashes 
of  bluish  gray  and  rose  ☆ 1893-CC  AU-58.  Lustrous.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 


1454  Quintette  of  half  eagles  grading  MS-63  (NGC):  ☆ 1880-S  ☆ 
1882-S  ☆ 1887-S  ☆ 1894  ☆ 1898.  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive 
with  golden  orange  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


1455  1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  deep  honey  gold  with  distinctive  ol- 
ive highlights  at  the  rims.  A highly  lustrous  example  of  the  date.  For 
the  record,  PCGS  has  certified  just  11  examples  of  the  date  at  a 
grade  finer  than  the  current  specimen,  the  best  of  those  being  MS- 
66.  A great  opportunity  for  an  attentive  half  eagle  collector. 


1456  1881-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  briskly  illuminates 
the  bright  honey  gold  surfaces  of  this  sharp  and  attractive  half  eagle. 
Finally,  a date  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  that  is  not  prohibitively 
rare  in  choice  Mint  State! 

1457  Quintette  of  Mint  State  half  eagles:  ☆ 1882  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Subdued  golden  surfaces  with  frosty  gray  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1883 
MS-60  (PCGS).  Orange  gold  ☆ 1893  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  golden 
.surfaces  ☆ 1893-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  rose-gold  ☆ 1899  MS- 
63  (ICG).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  golden  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


Satiny  Gem  1882-S  $5 


(2x  photo) 


1458  1882-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny,  highly  lustrous  honey  gold  gem 
with  warm  rose  iridescence.  A nicely  struck  specimen,  a coin  that  is 
exceeded  in  quality  byjust  one  example  of  the  date  in  a NGC  holder. 
NGC  Census:  19;  1 finer  (MS-66). 
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Gem  Deep  Cameo  Proof  1883  $5 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Specimen 


(2x  photo) 


1459  1883  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  A beautiful  Proofhalf eagle 
of  extraordinary  quality,  indeed,  a numismatic  landmark  both  physi- 
cally and  aesthetically.  Rich  orange  gold  surfaces  display  strong  lus- 
tre on  the  heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  A dash 
of  pale  rose  iridescence  greatly  enhances  both  sides  of  this  beautiful 
specimen.  While  61  Proofs  of  the  date  were  produced,  it  is  thought 
today  that  perhaps  just  two  dozen  or  so  examples  can  be  traced  with 
any  certainty.  The  present  coin  is  the  sole  DCAM  example  of  the 
date  certified  by  PCGS.  Of  the  survivors  from  that  small  mintage, 
we  have  serious  doubts  as  to  whether  any  other  known  specimen 
can  approach  the  quahty  of  that  offered  here.  The  present  beautiful 
gem  Proof  1883  half  eagle  literally  verges  on  perfection. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

From  Paramount’s  sale  of  September  1971,  Lot  1539;  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries’  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Collection  Part  IV,  No- 
vember 2000,  Lot  547. 


Underrated  1883-CC  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

1460  1883-CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  satiny  gold  surfaces 
with  a nuance  of  deeper  golden  iridescence.  A sharply  struck  coin 
with  just  a few  faint,  trivial  marks  noted  for  accuracy.  David  Akers 
called  this  date  “very  rare  and  underrated  in  all  grades,”  a statement 
no  doubt  precipitated  by  the  fact  that  most  of  the  survivors  from  the 
mintage  of  12,958  coins  are  EF  or  lower,  with  choice  AU  speci- 
mens such  as  the  present  piece  in  the  minority  of  survivors.  It  is 
worthwhile  to  note  that  PCGS  has  certified  just  three  examples  of 
this  date  at  a finer  grade,  none  above  MS-62.  Simply  lovely. 

PCGS  Population;  13;  3 finer  (MS-62  finest). 


1461  1883-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium  gold  with  distinctive  rose 
highlights.  Sharply  struck.  Currently  among  the  top  20  NGC-cer- 
tified  examples  of  the  date. 

NGC  Census:  12;  8 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Popular  1884-CC  $5 


1462  1884-CC  AU-55  (ICG).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  strong  underly- 
ing lustre  and  traces  of  orange  iridescence.  A sharply  struck  speci- 
men that  is  devoid  of  all  but  a few  faint,  trivial  marks.  Another  un- 
derrated date,  the  1884-CC  half  eagle  saw  a mintage  of 16,402  coins. 
Again,  VF  to  EF  is  the  norm  for  this  date,  with  attractive  AU  speci- 
mens such  as  the  present  coin  always  worthy  of  strong  bidder  sup- 
port. 

1463  Quartette  of  half  eagles  grading  MS-63  (PCGS):  ☆ 1885.  Lus- 
trous with  splashes  of  bright  golden  orange  ☆ 1892.  Golden  sur- 
faces ☆ 1895.  Frosty  with  pale  iridescent  magenta  and  sk\’  blue  ☆ 
1900-S.  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  golden  orange.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ITARITIES 
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1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  and  thoroughly  attractive  for 
the  assigned  grade.  Nicely  struck. 


1468 


1464 


1465  1888  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and  some 
pale  orange  highlights.  Nicely  struck,  a pleasing  coin  for  the  assigned 
grade.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  PCGS  has  certified  only  tuv  e.x- 
amples  of  the  date  finer  than  the  present  specimen,  with  the  finest 
of  those  at  the  MS-65  level. 

1466  Group  of  certified  half  eagles:  ☆ 1889  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous 
golden  yellow  surfaces  ☆ 1890  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  ☆ 1893-S 
AU-50  (PCGS).  Subdued  golden  orange  surfaces  ☆ 1894-S  AU-53 
(PCGS).  Golden  gray  with  rose  at  the  high  points  ☆ 1896-S  AU-58 
(ICG).  Lustrous  and  attractive  ☆ 1897-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  hints  of  rose  ☆ 1905-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilhant  and  lustrous 
yellow  gold  surfaces  (Total:  7 pieces) 


Choice  Proof  1891  Half  Eagle 


Choice  Uncirculated  1891  $5 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  nuances  of 
pale  rose,  orange,  and  ohve.  Somewhat  prooflike  in  appearance,  es- 
pecially on  the  reverse.  A worthwhile  example  of  the  date,  one  that 
has  not  been  exceeded  in  grade  by  any  PCGS  certified  specimen. 
This  coin  is  about  as  fine  as  you  can  hope  to  obtain  in  a PCGS 
holder! 

PCGS  Population;  21;  none  finer. 


Choice  Mint  State  1891-CC  $5 


1891-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  some 
pale  rose  highlights.  A sharply  struck  specimen  of  one  of  the  few 
dates  in  the  half  eagle  series  from  the  Carson  City  Mint  that  is  rou- 
tinely obtainable  in  Uncirculated;  for  this  reason,  this  particular  date 
is  often  selected  for  inclusion  in  U.S.  gold  type  sets. 


(2x  photo) 


1467  1891  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A richly  engrossing  cameo  Proof  example 
of  the  date,  though  the  cameo  designation  is  not  noted  on  the  PCGS 
holder.  A tiny  blemish  in  the  obverse  field,  opposite  Miss  Liberty’s 
cheek,  is  the  only  blemish  of  note;  we  suspect  this  beautiful  speci- 
men would  have  received  a finer  grade  if  not  for  the  noted  flaw. 
Deep  honey  gold  with  strong  orange  highlights  on  frosty  motifs  and 
impressively  mirrored  fields.  One  ofjust  53  Proofs  of  the  date  pro- 
duced, with  perhaps  25  to  30  or  so  examples  still  available  to  today’s 
collectors.  PCGS  has  certified  just  one  e.xample  of  this  date  at  a finer 
Proof  grade  within  the  designation. 

PGGS  Population:  4;  I finer  within  the  designanon  (Proof-65). 


1470  1892-0  AU-58  (NGC) . Bright  yellow  gold  with  warm  honey  high- 
lights. Strong  lustre  is  the  order  of  the  day  on  this  nicely  struck  New 
Orleans  Mint  half  eagle.  One  ofjust  10,000  examples  of  the  date 
struck,  a mintage  figure  that  is  tied  with  that  of  the  1856-0  eagle 
for  the  lowest  of  any  Liberty  half  eagle  from  our  southernmost  mint. 
Additionally,  the  1892-0  half  eagle  marks  the  first  mintage  of  that 
denomination  from  New  Orleans  since  the  1857-0  rarity.  Attrac- 
tive for  the  grade. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1894-0  $5 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


1471  1894-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intensely  lustrous  honey  gold  with  warm 
orange  highlights  on  both  sides.  Chiefly  prooflike  with  boldly  ren- 
dered design  motifs  and  a grand  amount  of  overall  eye  appeal.  The 
final  Liberty  Head  half  eagle  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint;  the  next 
half  eagle  coinage  from  that  facility  was  the  1909-0  Indian  issue, 
struck  in  the  last  year  of  coinage  operations  at  that  facility.  A pleas- 
ing coin  in  all  regards. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


1472  1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A satiny  honey  gold  specimen  with  warm 
lustre  and  a bold  strike. 


1473  1895-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  delightful  orange 
highlights.  Nicely  struck  and  highly  lustrous. 


1474 


1895-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  much  mint  bril- 
liance in  the  protected  areas.  An  attractive  coin  for  the  grade. 


Gem  Mint  State  1897  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

1475  1897  MS-65  (NGC).  Robust  cartwheel  lustre  spins  gracefully  on 

rich  orange  gold  surfaces.  A nuance  of  pale  sky  blue  and  rose  graces 
the  design  high  points.  Absolutely  a gem  by  any  standards.  For  the 
record,  NGC  has  certified  just  five  examples  of  the  date  at  a finer 
grade  than  the  present  specimen.  This  is  gem  quality! 


Choice  Uncirculated  1899-S  $5 


1476  1899-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Intense  cartw'heel  lustre  glistens  upon  sat- 
iny, rich  orange  gold  surfaces.  Sharply  struck,  aesthetically  appeal- 
ing, and  relatively  scarce  at  the  assigned  grade  level. 

1477  Quintette  ofLiberty  half  eagles  grading  MS-63  (NGC):  ☆ 1900 
☆ 1901/0-S  ☆ 1904  ☆ 1907  ☆ 1907-D.  All  are  lustrous  and  attrac- 
tive. (Total:  5 pieces) 


1478  1900-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  deep 
orange  gold  highlights.  Nicely  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing  for 
the  grade.  Only  a half  dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  received  a 
finer  grade  from  PCGS.  Pleasing  overall. 


1479  1902  MS-64  (NGC).  Bold  cartwheel  lustre  enhances  the  pale  honey 
gold  surfaces  of  this  sharply  struck  beauty.  Choice  for  the  grade. 
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1480  1902-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Rich  honey  gold  with  splashes  of  irides- 
cent orange  and  a nuance  ot  pale  sky  blue.  Intense  cartwheel  lustre 
adds  greatly  to  the  overall  appeal  of  this  sharply  struck  half  eagle. 

Choice  Prooflike  Uncirculated  1903-S  $5 


1481  1903-S  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  Bright  honey  gold  with  reflective  sur- 

faces and  lightly  frosted  motifs. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer  within  the  designation. 


1482  1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck  and  highly  lustrous  speci- 
men with  satiny  pale  golden  surfaces.  Splashes  of  pale  iridescent  blue 
and  rose  enhance  the  overall  appeal. 


Choice  Cameo  Proof  1904  $5 


(2x  photo) 

1483  1904  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Deep  orange  gold  with  frosted 
motifs  and  brightly  mirrored  fields.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the 
date  of  1 36  pieces,  with  far  fewer  than  half  that  number  available  for 
today  s collecting  community.  An  appealing  specimen  for  the  grade. 


1484  1905  .MS-64  (NGC).  A satiny  delight.  Strong  underlying  lustre 
presents  pale  rose  and  pale  sky  blue  iridescence  in  full  bloom  on  the 
frosty  honey  gold  surfaces. 


1485  1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  sharply  struck  specimen  with 
strong  underlying  lustre. 


1486  1906-D  MS-64  (ICG).  Fully  briUiant  honey  gold  with  strong  lus- 
tre and  an  equally  strong  strike.  A popular  issue  from  the  first  year  of 
Denver  Mint  coinage. 


1487  1906-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  warm 
orange  highlights  on  the  high  points.  Sharp  and  appealing,  and  an 
absolutely  pleasing  example  of  the  date  and  assigned  grade. 

NGC  Census:  15;  10  finer  (MS-66  fine,st). 


1488  1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (NGC).  A satiny  and  lustrous  honey  gold 
specimen  from  the  final  year  of  Liberty  half  eagle  coinage.  Sharply 
struck  and  choice  for  the  grade. 


Pleasing  Choice  Uncirculated  1908  $5 


1489  1908  Indian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty,  lustrous  specimen  wath 
rich  orange  gold  surfaces  that  display  warm  rose  and  pale  sky  blue 
iridescence.  A lovely  coin,  one  that  bespeaks  a much  finer  grade 
even  after  careful  scrutiny. 
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EAGLES 

This  long-standing  denomination  (1795-1933)  should  really  en- 
- oy  more  collector  attention  than  it  does  - which  is  something,  con- 
'-idering  how  popular  it  already  is!  We  enjoy  all  the  rarities,  varieties, 
a.nd  “story  coins”  among  the  eagle  series.  Early  pieces  are  always  a 
treat  to  handle,  especially  so  in  high  grade  like  the  beautiful  1796 
: ncluded  herein.  More  rare  dates  of  the  Liberty  series  come  to  us 


2.5.3 

from  the  Research  Triangle  Gold  Collection,  including  raritie-.  from 
the  three  major  gold  mints  of  this  denomination.  An  1841-0  eagle  is 
rarely  encountered  in  AU,  but  then  again  so  are  the  1844,  1855-S, 
1857-0,  1861-S,  1865-S,  1866-S,  1868,  1871,  1872,  1875-CC,and 
1882-CC.  And  the  1860-0  SIO  is  full  Mint  State!  The  1895  eagle  to 
be  sold  in  our  Classics  Sale  is  perhaps  the  finest  in  existence;  it  is  cer- 
tainly close  at  MS-67!  Among  the  Indian  type,  a nice  Mint  State 
1920-S  rarity  will  solve  a hole  in  at  least  one  connoisseur’s  set. 


Mint  State  1796  $10  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


1490  1796  Taraszka-6,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  An 

extraordinary  example  of  this  early  small  eagle  SIO  offering  superb 
aesthetic  appeal  as  well  as  sharp  technical  quality.  Upon  first  glance, 
the  fields  appear  a little  busy  with  marks,  however,  it  is  the  sharp 
proofhke  quahty  that  accentuates  the  imperfections  while  at  the  same 
time  improving  the  overall  visual  appeal.  Close  inspection  reveals 
that  the  vast  majority  of  the  field  marks  are  in  fact  natural  planchet 
imperfections  and  lint  marks,  all  artifacts  of  the  minting  process  and 
part  of  the  coin  from  the  moment  it  was  struck.  Actual  abrasions 
and  marks  from  handling  are  few,  with  the  only  one  worthy  of  spe- 
cific mention  being  rather  well  hidden  on  the  portrait.  Nicely  struck 
with  sharp  frosty  devices,  good  definition  in  the  hair  curls,  and  the 
center  of  nearly  every  star  visible.  The  reverse  exhibits  only  slight 
softness  at  the  eagle’s  breast  and  neck  feathers,  while  all  remaining 
features  are  sharp.  Faint  traces  of  adjustment  marks  are  noted,  and 


are  mostly  confined  to  the  reverse  rims  and  denticles.  The  dies  were 
clashed,  with  vestiges  remaining  in  the  fields,  though  apparently  an 
attempt  was  made  to  remove  them  as  the  dies  have  clearly  been  some- 
what ground  and  polished,  leaving  a number  of  die  lines  in  the  fields. 

Struck  from  the  only  die  marriage  known  for  the  date,  and  from 
a fairly  early  state  as  later  strikes  show  an  advanced  die  crack  verti- 
cally through  the  bust  from  the  cap  to  the  base  of  the  bust  above  and 
to  the  right  of  the  9 in  the  date.  Later  stiO,  after  the  reverse  was  used 
to  coin  issues  of  1797  (Breen  1-A),  these  two  dies  were  remarried 
and  more  examples  were  struck,  both  dies  then  in  advanced  states 
with  additional  cracks. 

Among  the  very  finest  examples  of  the  date,  with  just  two  speci- 
mens graded  finer  taking  into  consideration  data  from  both  major 
grading  services.  An  important  oppormnity  for  the  early  gold  spe- 
ciahst  and  worthy  of  placement  in  a fine  collection. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  (MS-63). 
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Pleasing  1799  $10  Gold 


1799  Taraszka-19,  Breen  4-E.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Soft  yellow  gold 
surfaces  with  deeper  coppery  highlights  in  the  recesses.  A small  dig 
m the  right  reverse  field  is  the  only  defect  worthy  of  note,  as  all 
other  marks  are  commensurate  with  the  grade  assigned.  Minor  mint- 
made  defects  on  the  obverse  rim  to  the  left  of  the  date  and  near  stars 
1,  2 and  7 are  all  rim  breaks,  typical  of  the  die  state. 


Choice  Mint  State  1801  $10 


(2x  photo) 

1492  1801  Taraszka-25,  Breen  2-B.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 

highly  attractive  example  with  warm  red-orange  toning  at  the  rims 
around  pleasing  yellow  gold  surfaces.  The  devices  are  sharply  ex- 
ecuted with  bold  central  definition  and  frosty  lustre.  The  only  soft- 
ness is  at  the  first  and  second  star  centers,  and  to  a somewhat  lesser 
degree  the  third  and  fourth  stars,  as  often  seen  on  this  variety.  The 
remaining  stars  are  sharp.  The  fields  of  both  sides  exhibit  heavy  die 
polish  lines  and  generous  prooflike  reflectivity  adds  to  the  very  nice 
aesthetic  appeal.  Though  this  variety  is  not  particularly  rare  in  higher 
grades,  the  present  specimen  is  very  sarisfying  and  will  certainly  be  a 
nice  addition  to  any  collection. 
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1839  “Head  of  1838”  Eagle 

Large  Letters  Reverse 


1493  1839  Head  of  1838,  Large  Letters.  AU-53  (NGC).  Bright  and 
lustrous  yellow  gold  with  distinctive  olive  highlights.  A scattering 
of  marks  is  noted,  yet  the  overall  appeal  is  still  substantial  for  this 
sharply  struck  specimen.  Some  prooflike  reflectivity  is  noted,  espe- 
cially on  the  reverse.  A pleasing  example  of  Christian  Gobrecht’s 
first  Liberty  (or  Coronet)  design  type,  which  was  replaced  later  in 
1839  by  the  more  familiar  head  of  Liberty  that  lasted  until  the  end 
of  the  series  in  1907. 

The  obverse  style  of  the  present  coin,  the  so-called  “First  Head,”  saw  its  debut 
in  1838,  the  first  such  coinage  in  the  denomination  since  1804.  The  First  Head 
style  was  also  used  in  1839,  but  was  later  replaced.  This  “First  Head”  style  is  some- 
what more  glamorous  than  the  later  mundane  Liberty  portrait,  at  least  to  the  present 
writer.  Here,  Liberty  leans  forward,  has  a seemingly  taller  and  somewhat  more 
slender  neck,  and  the  curve  of  her  shoulder  is  broad  and  sweeping,  the  point  of 
that  shoulder  terminating  inside  of  the  13th  obverse  star.  On  the  later  or  “Sec- 
ond Head”  style  Liberty’s  portrait  is  more  upright,  the  neck  seemingly  somewhat 
thicker,  with  less  sweep  to  the  truncation,  and  with  the  point  of  Liberty’s  shoulder 
now  terminating  between  the  final  star  and  the  date. 


1494  1839  SecondHead.  VF-35  (ICG).  Medium  honey  gold  with  some 
olive  highlights.  A decent  coin  for  the  assigned  grade,  devoid  of  all 
but  a few  scattered  marks  and  pleasing  overall.  This  head  style  would 
remain  in  use  until  the  end  of  the  design  type  in  1907. 

A series  of  obverse  die  cracks  connects  most  of  the  stars,  and  some  heavy, 
diagonal  die  finish  lines  are  noted  beneath  the  date. 


1495  1840  AU-55  (ICG).  A lustrous  specimen  with  a hint  of  pale  ohve 
toning  on  both  sides.  Some  prooflike  reflectivity  is  noted  around 
the  devices.  Sharply  struck. 

1496  Trio  of  eagles  grading  AU-50  (PCGS):  1841  1842.  Large 

Date  ☆ 1853.  Each  with  lustrous  golden  yellow  surfaces.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


1841-0  Eagle  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


1497  1841-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some 
warmer  golden  highlights  in  the  fields  and  on  the  high  points.  A 
scattering  of  tiny  surface  marks  is  noted  on  both  sides.  A great  and 
prominent  rarity  in  the  early  Liberty  eagle  series.  Walter  Breen  called 
this  date  “extremely  rare  EF,  prohibitively  rare  AU,  unknown  Un- 
circulated,” while  the  Winter  reference.  New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins: 
1838-1909,  chimes  in  with  “the  1841-0  has  the  third  lowest  mint- 
age of  any  eagle  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  It  is  one  of  the 
true  rarities  from  this  mint,  especially  in  higher  grades.”  Of  the  2,500 
examples  ol  the  date  struck,  perhaps  just  a couple  hundred  examples 
are  currently  known,  with  the  vast  majority  of  those  at  the  VF  or 
lower  level.  Some  16  years  after  Breen’s  comments  came  to  print  in 
his  Encyclopedia,  PCGS  has  yet  to  certify  a Mint  State  example  of 
this  date;  in  fact,  just  seven  examples  have  been  certified  finer  than 
the  present  coin,  none  of  those  above  AU-55.  Here,  then,  is  a splen- 
did opportunity  for  any  and  all  interested  parties.  Bid  liberally  here, 
for  who  knows  how  long  it  will  be  until  another  similar  specimen 
crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  7 finer  (AU-55  finest). 

1498  Quintette  of  NGC-certified  eagles:  ☆ 1842  Small  Date.  EF-45. 
Golden  yellow  surfaces  ■ifr  1842-0  EF-45.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with 
hints  of  rose  ☆ 1846  EF-40.  Subdued  golden  surfaces  with  red- 
gold  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1850  Large  Date.  EF-45.  Golden  ☆ 1852 
EF-45.  Golden  with  hints  of  rose.  (Total:  5 pieces) 
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Elusive  1844  Eagle 


{2x  photo) 


1499  1844AU-55  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  distinc- 
tive ohve  highlights.  Some  areas  of  prooflike  rellectivity  are  noted 
in  the  fields.  A sharply  struck  example.  From  a circulation  strike 
mintage  for  the  date  of  4,600,  with  today’s  typical  survivor  from 
that  mintage  just  EF  or  lower.  Just  four  examples  of  this  date  have 
been  graded  finer  by  NGC,  the  finest  being  MS-63.  Choice  AU 
specimens  such  as  the  present  coin  are  always  eagerly  greeted  in 
today’s  numismatic  marketplace. 

NGC  Census:  8;  4 finer  (MS-63  finest). 


Outstanding  1844-0  $10 

Condition  Census  Quality 


1500  1844-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Intensely  lustrous  olive-gold  surfaces,  a 
pleasing  coin  with  all  the  appeal  of  a finer  grade.  Sharply  struck  in 
all  areas.  Some  scattered,  tiny  marks  are  noted  in  the  fields,  though 
none  ot  them  stand  out  individually.  Repunched  O mintmark.  A 
gready  prized  rarity  in  choice  AU  or  finer,  despite  a somewhat  lofty 
mintage  for  the  date  of  1 18,7(K)  pieces.  Both  the  Breen  and  Winter 
references  consider  this  date  to  be  extremely  rare  at  AU  or  finer; 
indeed,  NGC  has  certified  just  three  Mint  State  examples,  none 


above  MS-62.  Elusive,  attractive,  and  sharply  struck — essentially 
everything  an  attentive  collector  looks  for  in  a rare  coin. 

NGC  Census;  22;  3 finer  (MS-62  finest). 


Elusive  1845  Eagle 


1501  1845  AU-53  (ICG).  Medium  honey  gold  with  some  deeper  iri- 
descence on  both  sides.  Generous  amounts  of  lustre  remain  in 
the  recessed  areas.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  just  26,153 
circulation  strikes,  with  most  survivors  from  that  mintage  at  the 
VF  level  or  thereabout.  An  attractive  coin  with  a decent  strike 
and  very  few  marks. 


1502  1845-0  Breen-6869.  Repunched  84.  AU-50  (NGC).  Highly 
lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some  warm  honey  gold  highlights  in  the 
recessed  areas.  Sharply  struck.  Some  faint  marks  are  noted,  none 
overly  offensive.  Repunched  84  in  date,  a variety  that  Breen’s  Ency- 
clopedia simply  called  “rare.”  A nice  early  Liberty  eagle  from  the  New 
Orleans  Mint. 


So-Called  “1846/5-0”  $10 


1503  1846/5-0  Breen-6875.  So-called  overdate.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  ohve-gold  with  much  yellow  iridescence  in  the  protected 
areas.  A sharply  struck  specimen  of  what  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  calls 
an  “1846/5-0”  overdate.  The  present  coin,  which  Breen  specifies 
“has  knob  of  5 within  loop  of  6,  other  parts  higher,”  has  long  ap- 
peared to  be  to  this  writer  merely  a die  anomaly,  perhaps  an  unfin- 
ished patch  of  roughness  within  the  6 of  the  die  puncheon.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  PCGS  has  certified  numerous  examples  of  this  “overdate” 
in  various  grades,  including  the  present  AU  specimen.  Indeed,  for 
those  1846-0  eagles  designated  as  the  overdate,  only  eight  examples 
have  been  certified  finer  by  PCGS  than  the  present  specimen,  with 
just  one  called  Mint  State.  No  matter  how  you  slice  it,  the  pR-sent 
coin  is  attractive,  and  “overdate”  or  not,  it  is  a high  qiulin-  com. 

PCGS  Population;  10;  8 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


americ:an  numismatic:  rarities 


n IE  Classics  Sale 


Scarce  1846  $10 


1504  1846  AU-50  (NGC).  Medium  yellow  gold  with  traces  of  lustre 
remaining.  Probably  an  underappreciated  issue  as  only  a single  piece 
has  been  graded  MS-6U,  with  none  finer  by  either  major  service. 


1505  1847  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  deeper  honey  high- 
lights. A sharply  struck  example  of  a popular  Liberty  eagle  issue. 

1506  Sextette  of  ICG-certified  eagles:  ☆ 1847-0  AU-5().  Subdued 
golden  and  rose  surfaces  ☆ 1848-0  VF-35.  Smooth  golden  sur- 
faces ☆ 1853-0  AU-50.  Lustrous  rose-gold  ☆ 1854-S  AU-50. 
Golden  yellow  surfaces  with  a hint  of  rose  ☆ 1884  AU-58.  Lustrous 
golden  yellow  surfaces  ☆ 1890-CC  AU-58.  Yellow  gold  with  a 
whisper  of  rose.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

1507  Trio  of  NGC-certified  eagles:  ☆ 1848  AU-50.  Lustrous  golden 
surfaces  ☆ 1854  AU-55.  Subdued  rose-gold  ☆ 1855  AU-53.  Lus- 
trous golden  orange.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1508  Quintette  of  ANACS-certified  eagles:  ☆ 1849  AU-50.  Lustrous 
with  reddish  gold  at  the  rims  ☆ 1851  EF-45.  Mixture  of  subdued 
gold  and  red  ☆ 1851-0  EF-45.  Golden  yellow  ☆ 1870-S  VF-20. 
Rose-gold  with  splashes  of  bluish  gray  ☆ 1878  AU-55.  Soft  rose- 
gold  with  splashes  of  faint  gray  toning.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


Underrated  1849-0  Eagle 


1509  1849-0  EF-45  (ICG).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  dis- 
tinctive olive  highlights  and  some  pale  orange  toning  on  the  high 
points.  Evenly  worn,  as  should  be  expected  for  the  assigned  grade, 
but  surprisingly  devoid  of  unsightly  marks  of  consequence.  Dou- 
glas Winter  calls  this  date  the  “second  rarest  New  Orleans  eagle  to 
be  struck  during  the  184()s,”  and  goes  on  to  note  that  “it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  single  most  underrated  eagle  from  this  mint  and  is 
among  the  most  difficult  of  this  entire  type  to  locate  m higher 
grades.”  A singularly  attractive  example  of  the  date  and  grade,  one 
that  should  cause  a hearty  round  of  bidding  activity  when  it  crosses 
the  auction  block. 


2.57 


1510  Trio  of  eagles  grading  EF-45  (PCGS):  ☆ 1850-0.  Pale  olive- 
gold  ☆ 1854-0  Small  Date.  Golden  surfaces  with  hints  of  r<>--"  .- 
i 878-S.  Lustrous  with  bright  golden  orange  surfaces.  (Total:  3 piecc^; 


Elusive  1852-0  Eagle 


1511  1852-0  Breen-6902.  “Hollow  Ring”  shield  variety.  AU-53 
(NGC).  Highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some  pale  orange  high- 
lights on  the  high  points.  A nicely  struck  example  of  the  date,  one 
that  is  typically  found  at  VF  or  louvr,  with  coins  at  EF  or  finer  con- 
sidered to  be  very  rare.  Indeed,  just  18,000  examples  of  the  date 
were  struck,  with  the  majority  of  those  doing  heavy  commercial 
duty  in  New  Orleans  and  abroad.  A choice  specimen  for  the  grade, 
one  that  should  see  excited  bidding  activity. 

13reen-69()2.  “1852-0  Hollow  Ring  atop  second  stripe.  Very  rare."  On  the 
reverse  shield,  a hollow  “ring"  is  noted  at  the  top  of  the  second  double-line  stripe, 
a fact  brought  to  the  notice  of  collectors  in  Breen’s  EncYclopedia  (1988).  However, 
Breen’s  comments  of  1988  have  since  been  superseded  by  those  of  Douglas  Win- 
ter who  observed:  “it  has  generally  been  assumed  that  two  varieties  exist;  one  with 
a normal  shield  and  one  with  a hollow  ring  on  the  reverse  as  on  the  1851.  I've 
never  seen  an  1852-0  eagle  which  did  not  have  the  ring  on  the  reverse,  and  I’m 
not  certain  that  a normal  reverse  exists.”  Either  way,  this  variety  always  evokes 
great  interest. 


Elusive  1853/2  Overdate  $10 


1512  1853/2  Overdate.  AU-50  (ICG).  Warm  honey  gold  with  gener- 
ous amounts  of  underlying  lustre  and  some  deeper  orange  toning  at 
the  recessed  areas.  Nicely  struck.  Since  Breen’s  suggestion  that  “pos- 
sibly eight  to  10  are  known,”  several  more  have  appeared  in  the  nu- 
mismatic marketplace.  That  aside,  it  is  still  a desirable  overdate  issue 
that  is  eagerly  sought  by  attentive  collectors. 
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Itnpressive  1854-0  Large  Date  $10 


1513  1854-0  Large  Date.  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  with 
deepier  toning  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas.  A high  degree  of  lus- 
tre is  noted  on  both  sides.  No  marks  of  consequence  are  noted;  overall 
the  present  coin  is  simply  splendid  for  the  assigned  grade.  Regard- 
ing the  assigned  grade,  NGC  has  certified  just  five  examples  finer 
than  the  present  coin,  none  of  those  above  MS-63.  Our  point?  You 
could  do  far,  far  worse  than  to  select  the  present  choice  AU  example 
for  your  collection! 

NGC  Census:  24;  5 finer  {MS-63  finest). 

A noticeably  prominent  obverse  die  crack  runs  from  the  dentils  beneath  the  1 
m the  date,  diagonally  across  the  lower  right  serif  of  that  number  then  upward 
across  the  left  hand  side  of  the  8 in  the  date,  terminating  above  that  numeral  at 
Miss  Liberty's  neck  truncation. 


Scarce  1855-0  Eagle 


1514  1855-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  satisfactory  un- 
derlying lustre.  A few  faint  marks  are  noted,  the  most  prominent  of 
these  a faint  diagonal  crease  at  the  back  of  Liberty’s  shoulder.  All 
things  considered,  still  an  attractive  example  of  a scarce  issue;  just 
18,000  examples  of  the  date  were  struck.  Fewer  than  a dozen  ex- 
amples of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  coin  by 
PCGS,  with  just  one  at  the  Mint  State  level. 

PCGS  Population;  17;  10  finer  (MS-62  finest). 


Important  1855-S  Eagle 
Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


1515  1855-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  rich 
yellow  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas.  A few  light  marks  are  noted, 
none  substantial  or  worthy  of  independent  notice.  A boldly  struck 
eagle  from  the  second  year  of  coinage  production  at  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Mint;  only  9,000  eagles  of  the  date  were  produced.  Of  survi- 
vors from  that  modest  mintage,  the  vast  majority  are  well  below  EF 
in  grade.  The  present  AU-55  example  is  one  ofjust  two  specimens 
to  receive  that  grade  from  NGC,  with  a solitary  specimen  called 
AU-58  by  NGC.  No  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
certified  by  NGC  (nor  by  PCGS,  for  that  matter)  which  signifies 
the  extreme  rarity  of  this  date  in  choice  AU.  Odds  are  that  eventu- 
ally you  wall  find  a suitable  1855-S  eagle  for  your  collection,  but 
conversely,  odds  are  that  you  may  never  see  another  as  fine  as  the 
present  coin! 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  (AU-58). 


Lustrous  1856  Eagle 


1516  1856  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  some  w.inner 
golden  highhghts  on  the  high  points.  A sharply  struck  coin,  one 
that  bespeaks  a much  finer  grade  upon  first  glance. 
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Rare  1856-0  Eagle 


1517  1856-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  some  pale  or- 
ange iridescence  on  the  high  points.  A nicely  struck  example  of  a 
date  that  is  considered  very  scarce,  indeed  rare  in  all  grades.  Just  14,500 
examples  of  the  date  were  struck,  and  the  vast  majority  of  survivors 
from  that  mintage  are  EF  or  well  below.  Another  date  for  which 
PCGS  has  not  registered  a Mint  State  example. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  15  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1518  1856-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre,  a 
sharp  strike,  and  a splash  here  and  there  of  attractive  orange  irides- 
cence. 


High-Grade  1857  $10 


1519  1857  AU-58  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  golden  specimen  with  some 
proofhke  reflectivity  in  the  recessed  areas.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date. 
One  ofjust  16,606  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced,  a mod- 
est mintage  by  any  standards.  Typically  found  in  weU-worn  grades 
of  VF  or  so,  choice  AU  specimens  such  as  the  present  coin  are  al- 
ways eagerly  received  by  today’s  collecting  community.  Only  two 
examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC,  both  MS- 
60.  Another  great  opportunity  for  an  alert  eagle  specialist. 

NGC  Census:  20;  2 finer  (MS-60  finest). 


Lustrous  1857-0  $10  Rarity 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


1520  1857-0  AU-58  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  specimen,  a 
coin  with  a bold  strike  and  some  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  pro- 
tected areas.  One  of  those  dates  that  caused  Breen  to  comment  “pro- 
hibitively rare  above  EF,”  mirroring  David  Akers  when  he  noted 
“the  generally  available  quality  is  not  very  high;  VF  and  EF  speci- 
mens are  as  good  as  one  should  reasonably  expect.”  Just  5,500  ex- 
amples of  the  date  were  minted,  and  only  a very  small  proportion  of 
that  mintage  is  still  found  today.  Of  those,  the  present  coin  must 
rank  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the  date;  it  is  tied  for  finest  certi- 
fied by  NGC,  and  neither  that  firm  nor  PCGS  has  certified  a Mint 
State  example  of  the  date.  An  exciting  opportunity. 

NGC  Census:  7;  none  finer. 


Lustrous  1858-0  Eagle  Rarity 


1521  1858-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Bright  honey  gold  with  some  prooflike 
reflectivity  and  a high  degree  of  strong  cartwheel  lustre.  Nicely  struck. 
From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  20,000  pieces.  Breen’s  Encyclopedia 
relates  that  this  date  is  “usually  VF  to  EF,  very  rare  AU.”  The  Winter 
reference  also  calls  AU  specimens  of  the  date  rare,  though  it  cautions 
that  a small  hoard  of  some  15  to  30  examples  of  the  date  was  uncov- 
ered in  the  mid  1980s  around  Jackson,  Tennessee.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
this  date  is  elusive  in  choice  AU  and  we  expect  serious  bidding  activ- 
ity when  this  lovely  specimen  crosses  the  auction  block. 


1858-S  $10  Rarity 


1522  1858-S  AU-53  (SEGS).  Pale  olive-gold  with  generous  amounts  of 
lustre  in  the  recessed  areas.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  11,800 
pieces,  of  which  the  typical  survivor  is  apt  to  be  VF,  sometimes  EF. 
A few  faint  marks  are  noted,  none  serious  enough  to  warrant  indi- 
vidual description.  A pleasing  example  of  this  rarirs'  in  all  respects. 
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1523  1859  AU-50  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  a modicum  of 
prooHike  reHectiviry  in  the  fields.  A scarce  [Philadelphia  Mint  issue, 
a date  that  saw  a mintage  otjust  16,093  circulation  strikes.  The  topi- 
cal grade  for  this  elusive  date  is  VF  to  EF  or  so,  with  AU  specimens 
decidedly  rare.  A pleasing  coin  for  the  grade. 


Elusive  1860  Eagle 

Choice  AU 


1524  1860  AU-58  (NGC).  Rich  honey  gold  with  intense  cartwheel  lus- 
tre and  a touch  of  prooflike  reflectivity  around  the  central  devices. 
A few  stray  marks  are  noted,  none  deep  or  serious  in  appearance. 
Sharply  struck.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  15,055  circulation 
strikes,  with  typical  survivors  from  that  mintage  at  VF,  and  less  of- 
ten at  EF;  in  AU  and  finer,  the  date  becomes  a notable  rarity.  Just 
four  examples  of  this  date  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC,  which 
underscores  the  rarity  of  the  date. 

NGC  Census:  14;  4 finer  (MS-61  finest). 


1525  1860  AU-55  (PCGS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  some  prooflike 
reflectivity  in  the  protected  areas.  A second  delightful  choice  AU 
example  of  a scarce  and  elusive  date. 


Memorable  Mint  State  1860-0  $10 

Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


1526  1860-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  with  distinctive  orange 
highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  A sharply  struck  specimen  with  strong 
cartwheel  lustre.  A few  faint  marks  are  noted,  though  the  overall  ap- 
peal is  at  the  “high-end”  of  the  assigned  grade,  certainly  where  visual 
quality  is  concerned.  One  of  11,000  examples  of  the  date  minted, 
with  the  typical  survivor  from  that  production  run  beingjust  VF  or 
so.  One  ofjust  three  examples  of  the  date  called  Mint  State  by  NGC; 
the  other  two  specimens  have  received  the  MS-61  grade  from  that 
firm.  A significant  opportunity  for  an  alert  eagle  specialist. 

NGC  Census:  1;  2 finer  (MS-61  finest). 


Important  1861-S  $10 


1527  1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  much  brilhance 
in  the  recessed  areas.  Nicely  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing  de- 
spite a scattering  of  tiny  marks.  Yet  another  rarity  from  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Mint  when  found  at  AU  or  finer;  regarding  “or  finer,”  PCGS 
has  not  certified  a Mint  State  example  of  this  date,  and  fewer  than  a 
dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present 
specimen.  From  a modest  mintage  for  the  date  of  15.5(K1  pieces, 
with  AU  specimens  such  as  the  present  coin  essentially  of  the  rarest 
order.  Choice  for  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  10  finer  (AU-58  finest). 
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“Prohibitively  Rare”  1862  $10 


1528  1862  AU-55  (NGC).  Sparkling  honey  gold  with  intense  orange 
gold  iridescence  and  a high  degree  of  lustre.  Another  prized  rarity 
from  the  coinage  presses  at  Philadelphia,  this  date  with  a modest 
mintage  of  10,960  pieces.  Survivors  from  that  production  run  tend 
to  be  just  VF  or  so,  with  an  occasional  EF  available.  As  Breen  noted 
in  his  Encyclopedia,  this  date  is  considered  to  be  “prohibitively  rare  in 
AU.”  A pleasing  example  of  the  assigned  grade. 


Elusive  1862-S  Eagle 


1529  1862-S  Net  EF-40.  Overall  quaUty  of  AU-50,  but  hghtly  cleaned 
some  time  ago.  Warm  honey  gold  with  some  original  mint  lustre  in 
the  recessed  areas.  As  might  be  imagined,  the  light  cleaning  has  left 
a legacy  of  faint  hairhnes,  though  none  are  overly  disturbing.  When 
one  considers  thatjust  12,500  examples  of  the  date  were  struck,  and 
that  it  is  rare  in  all  grades,  the  present  specimen  becomes  wholly 
acceptable. 


Rare  1865  Eagle 


1530  1865  VF-25  (PCGS).  Medium  honey  gold  with  some  pale  orange 
highlights  on  the  high  points.  WeU-worn,  as  might  be  expected  from 
the  assigned  grade,  yet  surprisingly  free  of  serious  marks  of  conse- 
quence. (That  is  not  to  say  that  it  is  mark-free,  but  the  marks  that  are 
present  are  easily  forgiven  within  the  context  of  its  rarity  and  as- 
signed grade).  From  a small  mintage  for  the  date  of  3,980  circula- 
tion strikes.  A rarity  in  all  grades. 


Rare  1865-S  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


1531  1865-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Medium  honey  gold  with  a generous 
amount  of  lustre  in  the  recessed  areas.  A greatly  prized  rarity  in  AU, 
the  1865-S  is  typically  seen  in  VF;  in  fact,  Breen’s  remarks  about 
this  date  include  “prohibitively  rare  above  VF.”  Amazingly  enough, 
the  present  coin  is  one  of  two  specimens  of  the  date  called  AU-50 
by  PCGS,  with  none  certified  finer  hy  tliati^roup!  We  suspect  that  more 
than  one  speciahst  wiU  take  a deep  interest  in  the  present  coin,  which 
means,  of  course,  that  serious  bidding  activity  will  accompany  this 
special  rarity  as  it  enters  the  auction  arena. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 
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Rare  1865-S  Over  Inverted  186  $10 


(2x  photo) 


1532  1865-S  865  Over  Inverted  186.  AU-50  (NGC).  Medium  honey 
gold  with  some  deeper  highhghts  in  the  recessed  areas.  A fair  amount 
of  lustre  remains  on  the  soft  golden  surfaces.  A pleasing  example  of 
this  rare  and  popular  blundered  date  variety;  the  date  logotype  was 
first  punched  in  an  inverted  position  into  the  die,  then  partly  ef- 
faced, and  repunched  in  its  normal  upright  position.  The  end  result 
is  plainly  evident  on  the  present  specimen — careful  examination  un- 
der low  magnification  reveals  an  inverted  186  beneath  the  865  of 
the  date.  Incredibly  enough,  this  rare  inverted  date  variety  is  actu- 
ally marginally  more  “common”  than  its  normal  date  counterpart, 
a great  rarity  m its  own  right.  A “must  have”  issue  for  any  serious 
eagle  collector,  though  its  appeal  extends  far  beyond  the  coterie  of 
advanced  eagle  specialists  who  appreciate  the  issue.  Just  three  ex- 
amples of  this  variety  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC,  making 
the  present  coin  all  the  more  appealing. 

NGC  Census:  3;  3 finer  (AU-58  finest). 


Elusive  1866  With  Motto  $10 


1533  1866  Motto.  Breen-6952,  Doubled  Date.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bright 
and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  warm  orange  highhghts;  much  mint 
frost  is  seen  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  design.  A sharply  struck  ex- 
ample from  the  first  year  of  eagle  coinage  to  bear  our  nation’s  motto, 
IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  One  ofjust  3,750  examples  of  the  date  struck 
for  general  circulation,  and  scarce  in  all  grades.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  not 
certified  a Mint  State  example  of  the  date,  the  finest  certified  by  that 
group  being  “just”  AU-58.  A splendid  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4 finer  {AU-58  finest). 

Breen-6952.  "1866  Double  Date.  Very  rare.  All  minted  February  1.  Date  first 
entered  to  right  of  final  position;  parts  of  all  four  e.xtra  digits  show.  Earlier  states 
have  die  file  mark  through  wing  tip  and  ST;  this  fades,  as  do  traces  of  extra  digits. 
Prohibitively  rare  above  EF.” 


Scarce  1866-S  With  Motto  $10 


1534  1866-S  Motto.  AU-50  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  strong 
underlying  lustre  and  a hint  of  pale  ohve  iridescences.  Tiny  S mint- 
mark  as  always  seen.  Another  date  that  is  “prohibitively  rare  in  EF” 
according  to  Breen’s  Encyclopedia.  The  present  specimen  is  one  of 
just  20  examples  of  the  date  certified  by  NGC  in  all  AU  grades;  no 
Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  by  that  firm.  .\n 
important  piece  that  will  undoubtedly  attnict  serious  bidder  .iction. 

NGC  Census:  13;  7 finer  (AU-58  finest). 
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Rare  Circulation  Strike  1867  $10  Notable  1868-S  $10  Rarity 


1535  1867  EF-45  (PCGS).  Warm  medium  gold  with  distinctive  rose 
highlights.  Generous  amounts  of  underlying  lustre  add  to  the  over- 
all appeal  of  this  nicely  struck  rarity.  Just  3,090  circulation  strikes  of 
the  date  were  produced,  of  which  perhaps  just  50  to  75  examples 
can  be  accounted  for  today  in  all  grades.  It  is  significant  to  note  here 
that  PCGS  has  not  certified  a Mint  State  example  of  the  date;  in- 
deed, fewer  than  20  examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer 
than  the  present  coin  by  that  firm.  Bid  as  though  you  mean  it  when 
this  one  crosses  the  auction  block,  for  who  knows  how  long  it  will 
be  before  another  such  opportunity  presents  itself 
PCGS  Population:  4;  19  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


Desirable  1867-S  Eagle 


1536  1867-S  VF-35(NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  some  deeper  high- 
lights. Well  circulated,  yet  devoid  of  all  but  a few  minor  marks,  and 
choice  for  the  grade.  Just  9,000  examples  of  the  date  were  struck,  the 
vast  majority  of  which  went  instantly  into  circulation  in  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Bay  area,  there  serving  as  workhorses  so  that  the  average  speci- 
men today  is  approximately  of  the  same  quahty  as  that  offered  here. 


1538  1868-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Glistening  honey  gold  with  generous 
amounts  oflustre  and  splashes  of  pale  rose  iridescence.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  date,  with  just  a hint  of  striking  weakness  on  the  reverse  at 
the  eagle’s  neck.  A rare  date  in  all  grades,  especially  AU;  just  13,500 
pieces  were  struck,  virtually  all  of  which  saw  immediate  duty  in  com- 
mercial venues  on  the  West  Coast.  It  is  significant  to  note  that,  while 
numerous  examples  of  this  date  have  been  certified  by  NGC  in  vari- 
ous AU  grades,  no  Mint  State  specimens  hai>e  been  certified  by  that  group. 
Another  grand  opportunity. 


Low-Mintage  1870  Eagle 


1539  1870  AU-50  (PCGS).  Medium  honey  gold  with  generous  amounts 
of  mint  brilliance  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck.  Another  rarity  from 
the  Philadelphia  Mint,  this  produced  to  the  tune  ofjust  3,990  cir- 
culation strikes.  Of  those,  VF  to  EF  is  about  all  that  one  can  reason- 
ably hope  to  obtain  when  searching  for  an  example.  In  fact,  no  Mint 
State  examples  of  this  date  have  been  certified  by  PCGS.  Need  we 
say  more? 

PCGS  Population:  11;  9 finer  (AU-58  finest). 


Desirable  1868  Eagle 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1537  1868  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium  honey  gold  with  distinctive  rose 
highlights.  Some  prooflike  reflectivity  surrounds  the  sharply  ren- 
dered design  motifs.  An  incredible  array  oflustre  remains  on  the 
attractive  surfaces.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  10,630  coins, 
and  a notable  rarity  above  EF.  In  fact,  the  present  coin  is  one  of 
fewer  than  a dozen  examples  of  the  date  called  AU-58  by  NGC, 
with  none  certified  fiiner!  Another  splendid  opportunity  for  serious 
eagle  aficionados. 

NGC  Census:  10;  none  finer. 
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Circulation  Strike  1871  $10  Rarity 
Mintage:  1,790 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 
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(2x  photo) 


1540  1871  AU-58  (NGC).  Exceedingly  lustrous  prooflike  honey  gold 
with  deeper  orange  highlights  at  the  nm.  A sharply  struck  specimen 
with  some  scattered  ticks,  none  serious  enough  to  warrant  indi- 
vidual mention.  A prominent  rarity  in  the  eagle  series,  one  ofjust 
1,790  circularion  strikes  of  the  date  produced.  We  suspect  that  fewer 
than  100  examples  ot  the  date  can  currently  be  accounted  for  in  any 
grade,  and  if  you  are  seeking  a Mint  State  example  of  the  date  in  this 
firm’s  (NGC)  holder,  you  will  fall  far  short  of  your  goal.  An  attrac- 
tive example  ot  a popular  and  desirable  rarity,  a coin  that  will  no 
doubt  take  center  stage  in  your  eagle  collection. 

NGC  Census:  5;  none  finer. 


Important  1871-CC  $10 


1541  1871-CC  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  ofEF-45,  lightly  cleaned.  Me- 

dium honey  gold;  traces  of  the  light  cleaning  are  few  and  far  be- 
tween, with  some  faint  obverse  hairlines  the  only  telltale  marks.  A 
prized  rarity  from  the  second  year  of  Carson  City  Mint  coinage, 
one  of8,085  examples  of  the  date  struck.  As  with  most  branch  mint 
coinage  from  this  era,  the  vast  majority  of  that  mintage  went  imme- 
diately into  circulation,  the  end  result  typically  VF  to  EF  coins.  An 
attractive  coin  despite  a few  minor  shortcomings. 


High-Grade  1871-S  $10  Rarity 


1542  1871-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bright  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and  a 
nuance  of  deeper  orange  at  the  rims.  Sharply  struck,  with  a few  scat- 
tered marks  noted  for  accuracy.  Tiny  blemishes  aside,  we  are  con- 
fronted with  a delightful  example  of  the  date  and  grade  combination. 
While  16,500  examples  of  the  date  were  produced,  virtually  that  en- 
tire mintage  went  immediately  into  commerce,  with  the  end  result 
that  many  of  today’s  survivors  from  that  mintage  are  VF,  and  fre- 
quently found  in  lesser  grades.  PCGS  has  not  certified  an  e.xample  of 
the  date  above  AU-55,  a statement  that  bears  testimony  to  the  abso- 
lute rarity  of  this  issue  in  high  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2 finer  (AU-55  finest). 


Extremely  Rare  1872  $10 


{2x  photo) 

1543  1872  AU-50  (PCGS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  deeper  orange  high- 
lights  and  some  remaining  mint  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  A 
prominent  rarity  among  Liberty  eagles,  one  ofjust  1,620  circula- 
tion strikes  of  the  date  produced.  Of  those,  probably  just  two  or 
three  dozen  examples  can  be  accounted  for  today  in  all  grades! 
Among  those  specimens  certified  by  PCGS,  only  a half  dozen  ex- 
amples of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  coin. 
Indeed,  between  AU-50  and  MS-64,  just  10  examples  of  the  date 
have  been  certified  by  PCGS,  a figure  that  includes,  the  present 
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piece.  We  can  confidently  .state  that  there  will  iwt  be  a parade  of 
1872  eagles  in  the  marketplace  at  any  time  soon,  indeed,  we  would 
be  surprised  to  see  even  a trickle  of  examples  of  the  date.  We  suggest 
you  form  a strong  bidding  strategy  in  order  to  add  this  greatly  de- 
sired rarity  to  your  Liberty  eagle  collection. 

I’CGS  Population:  4;  6 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


1544  Quartette  of  NGC-certified  branch  mint  eagles:  ☆ 1 872-S  EF- 
45  ☆ 1877-S  EF-40  ☆ 1881-0  EF-45  ☆ 1882-0  EF-45.  Each  with 
golden  .surfaces  and  various  degrees  of  rose  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Rare  1873-CC  Eagle 


1545  1873-CC  EF-40  (PCGS)  . Attractive  orange  gold  with  some  deeper 
highlights  and  plenty  of  mint  lustre.  A very  pleasing  example,  and 
probably  a little  finer  numerically  than  suggested.  One  ofjust  4,543 
examples  of  the  date  struck,  with  just  a very  small  proportion  of  that 
scant  mintage  available  to  today’s  collectors.  In  their  1994  Carson 
City  Mint  reference,  authors  Douglas  Winter  and  Lawrence  Cutler 
state  that  the  1873-CC  eagle  is  “unknown  above  Extremely  Fine- 
45.’’  As  might  be  expected,  in  the  ensuing  10  years  since  the  publi- 
cation of  that  reference,  a handful  of  other  specimens  of  the  date 
have  come  to  hght,  including  a few  that  are  finer  than  the  current 
EF-40  coin.  Be  advised,  however,  that  the  supply  coming  into  the 
nuindsmatic  marketplace  is  tiny,  and  those  tend  to  bejust  VF  or  lower. 
In  tact,  PCGS  has  not  certified  an  example  of  the  date  above  AU- 
53!  A true  rarity  that  deserves  your  unbridled  bidding  enthusiasm. 


1546  1873-S  Net  EF-40  (ANACS);  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned.  Deep 
honey  gold  with  generous  amounts  of  original  mint  brilliance  in 
the  recessed  areas.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  12,000  pieces, 
virtually  all  of  which  saw  immediate  and  long-term  use  in  the  chan- 
nels of  commerce  on  the  West  Coast.  For  the  record,  the  present 
piece  is  one  of  a handful  of  examples  of  the  date  that  were  owned  by 
Harry  Bass. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  Collection, 
Part  II,  October  1999,  Lot  1541;  purchased  by  Bass  from  Dr.  Edward  W.  W. 
Lewis,  September  4,  1 968. 


1547  Group  of  PCGS-certificd  eagles:  ☆ 1874  AU-53.  (iolden  sur- 
faces with  splashes  of  red  ☆ 1881  AU-53.  Lustrous  rose-gold  ☆ 1881- 
CC  AU-50.  Golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1881 -S  AU-58.  Lustrous  with 
rose  highhghts  ☆ 1893-0  AU-58.  Bright  golden  orange  with  a spbsh 
of  pale  sky  blue  on  the  obverse  ☆ 1897-0  AU-55.  Bright  underly- 
ing yellow  gold  with  splashes  of  bright  orange  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 
1899-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  golden  orange  with  splashes  of  frost.  (To- 
tal: 7 pieces) 


Elusive  1874-CC  Eagle 


1548  1874-CC  AU-50  (SEGS).  Mild  honey  gold  surfaces  display  entic- 
ing splashes  of  mint  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  A few  faint  marks 
are  present,  but  the  surfaces  are  still  strong  in  all  regards.  From  a 
mintage  for  the  date  of  16,767  pieces,  with  the  typical  survivor  from 
that  mintage  VF  or  so.  A notable  date  that  always  sees  fierce  bidding 
competition  whenever  a specimen  crosses  the  auction  block. 


AU  1874-S  Eagle  Rarity 


1549  1874-S  AU-50  (NGC) . Warm  honey  gold  with  delightful  rose  high- 
lights and  an  underlying  sheen  oflively  lustre.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date.  A few  faint  marks  are  noted,  none  of  them  overly  obtrusive. 
One  ofjust  10,000  examples  of  the  date  struck,  all  of  which  fol- 
lowed the  usual  route  for  San  Francisco  Mint  issues  of  the  era — 
from  the  mint,  to  banks,  then  to  general  and  prolonged  circulation. 
Walter  Breen  called  this  date  “prohibitively  rare  above  VF.”  It  is 
worth  noting  here  that  no  examples  of  the  date  have  been  called 
Mint  State  by  NGC.  A grand  opportunity. 

NGC  Census:  10;  9 finer  (AU-58  finest). 
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1550  1875-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Bright  honey  gold  with  intense  cart- 
wheel lustre  and  some  prooflike  reflectivity  among  the  devices. 
Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  not  fully  so,  but  close  enough  to  warrant 
our  admiration.  A few  faint  surface  ticks  are  noted,  none  serious. 
From  a mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  7,71 5 pieces,  of  which  the  typical 
survivor  is  apt  to  be  just  Fine  to  VF;  regarding  VF,  Breen  called  the 
date  “prohibirively  rare”  above  that  grade.  David  Akers  certainly 
agreed  with  that  statement  noting  that  “few,  if  any,  U.S.  gold  coin 
issues  come  more  well  worn  than  this  very  rare  date.  Since  all  1875- 
CC  eagles  are  also  softly  struck,  the  result  is  that  obtaining  an  1875- 
CC  with  a presentable  appearance  is  nearly  impossible.”  We  can 
assure  you  that  the  present  coin  is  decidedly  “presentable”  and  cer- 
tainly worthy  of  inclusion  in  any  Liberty  eagle  cabinet.  Further, 
FCGS  has  certified  just  five  examples  of  the  date  finer  than  the 
present  specimen,  none  above  AU-58.  A splendid  opportunity  for 
an  attentive  eagle  specialist  to  obtain  a Condition  Census  example 
of  a greatly  prized  rarity  in  the  series. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  5 finer  (AU-58  finest). 


(2x  photo) 

1551  1875-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Pleasing  coppery  orange  toning  over  soft 
yellow  gold  surfaces  with  a faint  green  tint.  The  piece  shows  no 
major  marks  other  than  the  extensive  fine  nicks  and  abrasions  usu- 
ally seen  for  the  issue  at  this  grade  level.  Softly  struck  as  is  typical  for 
the  issue,  with  softness  noted  mostly  at  Liberty’s  face  and  forward 
hair  curls  though  some  stars  show  weakness  as  well.  The  reverse 
shows  softness  on  the  eagle’s  neck  and  leg  feathers,  talons,  and  on 
the  olive  leaves.  The  first  C of  the  CC  mintmark  is  also  notably  soft, 
as  often  seen,  though  it  appears  better  executed  than  on  the  Winter 
plate  coin,  a piece  that  ranks  among  the  finest  known. 

NGC  Census:  2;  6 finer  (MS-63  finest). 


Important  1875-CC  Eagle  Rarity 
Condition  Census  Quality 


1875-CC  $10  Rarity 
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Rarely  Encountered  1876-CC  $10 


(2x  photo) 


1552  1876-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Deep  orange  gold  surfaces  with  strong 
lustre  on  both  sides,  and  with  some  pale  gold  and  faint  sky  blue 
iridescence  on  the  reverse.  A key  date  rarity  in  the  eagle  series,  es- 
pecially among  issues  from  the  Carson  City  Mint.  Just  4,696  ex- 
amples of  date  were  struck,  and  of  those  perhaps  far  fewer  than  100 
examples  exist  today  in  all  grades.  Yet  another  date  that  Walter  Breen 
expostulated  was  “extremely  rare  above  VF.”  While  several  examples 
of  the  date  have  been  called  EF-40  or  finer  by  PCGS,  that  firm  has 
not  certified  a Mint  State  example  of  the  date.  A treat  for  eagle  spe- 
cialists and  Carson  City  Mint  aficionados  ahke. 


1553  1876-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  honey  gold  with  much  imnt  lustre 
in  the  recessed  areas.  A few  faint  marks  are  noted,  none  of  them 
severe  or  deserving  of  individual  mention.  A rare  and  underrated 
branch  mint  eagle,  this  with  a mintage  of  just  5,000  pieces.  Only 
infrequently  encountered  above  VF;  not  a solitary  Mint  State  ex- 
ample of  the  date  has  been  certified  by  PCGS. 


Rare  1878-CC  Eagle 


1554  1878-CC  VF-30  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  some  orange 
highlights  and  a smattering  oflustre  in  the  recessed  areas.  Well-worn, 
but  not  overly  abused  by  circulation;  just  a few  tiny  marks  are  noted 
for  accuracy,  just  3,244  examples  of  the  date  were  struck,  and  survi- 
vors in  today’s  numismatic  marketplace  are  offered  infrequently.  The 
grade  offered  here,  VF-30,  is  about  average  for  survivors  from  the 
low  mintage;  however,  PCGS  has  not  certified  an  example  of  the 
date  above  AU-55. 


Scarce  1878-S  Eagle 


1555  1878-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  some  lustre  re- 
maining and  traces  of  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  protected  recesses. 
A rather  respectable  grade  for  the  issue,  asjust  four  pieces  have  been 
graded  finer  by  NGC. 

1556  Quartette  of  Mint  State  eagles:  ☆ 1879  MS-61  (NGC).  Lus- 
trous with  splashes  ofrose  and  pale  sky  blue  ☆ 1883  MS-62  (NGC). 
Lustrous  ☆ 1883-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Bright  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1888 
MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  hints  of  rose  and  a minute  copper 
spot  below  date  at  the  rim.  (Total:  4 pieces) 
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Imposing  1879-CC  $10  Rarity 

A Low-Mintage  Key  Date 


(2x  photo) 

1557  1879-CC  EF-40  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  a touch  of  rose 
iridescence  and  some  sparkling  lustre  in  the  recessed  areas.  A choice 
coin  for  the  grade,  with  very  few  marks  present  on  either  side.  The 
mintage  for  this  date  of  just  1,762  pieces  basically  guaranteed  that 
today’s  collectors  would  consider  this  date  a highly  prized  and  de- 
finitively rare  key  date  in  the  eagle  series.  For  the  record,  NGC  has 
not  certified  a Mint  State  example  of  this  date.  Here,  then,  is  a cer- 
tain numismatic  prize,  a rarity  that  will  present  itself  to  an  exciting 
round  of  serious  bidding  activity,  and  will  then  grace  the  cabinet  of 
the  successful  bidder. 

1558  Selection  of  NGC-certified  eagles  grading  AU-58,  except 
where  noted:  ☆ 1879-S  ☆ 1880  ☆ 1884-S  ☆ 1886  ☆ 1887  ☆ 1895- 
O it  1896-S  AU-50  ☆ 1897-S  ☆ 1907-S.  A lustrous  and  attractive 
group.  (Total:  9 pieces) 


1559  1880-CC  AU-50  (ICG).  Medium  honey  gold  with  attractive  lus- 
trous highlights  among  the  protected  areas.  A few  faint  marks  are 
noted  for  accuracy,  yet  still  a pleasing  piece  overall.  From  a mintage 
for  the  date  of  1 1 .190  pieces,  making  for  an  elusive  issue  in  all  grades. 


1560  Selection  of  ANACS-certified  eagles:  ☆ 1880-S  AU-58.  Lus- 
trous with  hints  of  delicate  rose  ☆ 1881  MS-62.  Frosty  lustre  ☆ 
1884-S  MS-61.  Lustrous  ☆ 1892-S  AU-58.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1893-S/ 
S AU-58.  Lustrous  with  dehcate  rose  toning  ☆ 1895-0  AU-55. 
Lustrous  golden  orange  surfaces  ☆ 1900-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  with 
iridescent  magenta  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1903-0  AU-55.  Pale  rose- 
gold  surfaces  ☆ 1903-S  AU-58.  Bright  and  lustrous  surfaces.  (To- 
tal: 9 pieces) 


Choice  AU  1881-CC  $10 


1561  1881-CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Pleasing  yellow  lustre  and  nice  eye  ap- 
peal. Typical  good  strike  for  the  issue  with  few  marks  worthy  of 
note  beyond  the  normal  light  scattered  abrasions  usually  seen  on 
Carson  City  issues. 


1562  Quintette  of  eagles  grading  MS-62  (PCGS):  ☆ 1881-S.  Lus- 
trous golden  surfaces  ☆ 1882.  Golden  rose  with  ohve-gold  at  the 
peripheries  ☆ 1882-S.  Golden  surfaces  with  splashes  of pale  mottled 
gray  ☆ 1885-S.  Lustrous  bright  golden  red  surfaces,  and  perhaps 
finer  than  the  grade  suggests  ☆ 1888-S.  Bright  lustrous  orange  sur- 
faces. It  is  interesting  to  study  groups  such  as  this,  as  it  reveals  that  in 
many  cases  not  all  MS-62  coins  (for  example)  are  equal.  Careful 
contemplation  will  reveal  a rather  broad  spectrum  of  quality  within 
any  grade  and  side  by  side  comparison  is  a good  way  to  gain  a better 
understanding  of  what  really  constitutes  a premium  quality  coin. 
(Total:  5 pieces) 


1563  1882  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  a nuance  of 
pale  olive  at  the  rims.  Choice  for  the  grade. 


1564  1882  MS-63  (NGC).  Another  lustrous  honey  gold  example  of  the 
date,  sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appeahng  in  many  ways. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


Ti  IE  Classics  Sale 


269 


1565  Selection  of  PCGS-certified  eagles  :T;rl882  MS-61  ☆ 1888-0 
MS-61  ☆ 1892-0  MS-61  ☆ 1898-S  MS-61  ☆ 1899  MS-61  ☆ 1899- 
O MS-61  1904  MS-60  iHr  1906-0  MS-61.  All  are  lu.strous  and 

attractive.  (Total:  8 pieces) 


Impressive  High-Grade  1882-CC  $10 


(2x  photo) 


1566  1882-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  hold  orange  iri- 
descence on  both  sides.  The  fields  are  somewhat  prooflike  and  the 
motifs  are  frosted,  making  for  a slight  but  nonetheless  engaging  cameo 
contrast.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of 6,764  pieces,  of  which  the 
typical  survivor  today  is  found  at  just  VF  to  EF,  with  even  EF  speci- 
mens receiving  special  attention  from  today’s  collectors.  An  attrac- 
tive coin  overall,  one  that  some  may  even  consider  to  be  Mint  State. 
For  the  record,  NGC  has  certifiedjust  one  example  of  the  date  finer 
than  the  present  specimen. 

NGC  Census:  24;  1 finer  (MS-62). 

1567  Half  dozen  Mint  State  eagles:  ☆ 1883  MS-61  (NGC)  ☆ 1894 
MS-62  (NGC)  ☆ 1897  MS-61  (NGC)  ☆ 1901-0  MS-61  (NGC) 
☆ 1905-S  MS-60  (NGC)  ☆ 1906  MS-62.  Each  is  lustrous  and  at- 
tractive. (Total:  6 pieces) 


Mint  State  1883  $10 


1568  1883  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  choice  with  generous  mint 
lustre  over  hght  gold  surfaces.  Prohibitively  rare  in  higher  grades, 
NGC  has  graded  just  four  specimens  finer. 

Elusive  1883-CC  Eagle 


1569  1883-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  graces  warm 
orange  gold  surfaces.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  1 2,000  pieces, 
with  today’s  typical  survivor  from  that  production  run  just  VF  to 
EF.  In  fact,  Walter  Breen  called  this  date  “very  rare  above  VF”  in  his 
1988  Encyclopedia;  seemingly,  not  much  has  changed  since  the  pub- 
lication of  that  reference.  Another  grand  opportunity. 

Classic  1883-0  $10  Rarity 

Mintage:  800 


1570  1883-0  Net  EF-40  (ANACS);  sharpness  of  AU-50,  tooled  and 
cleaned.  Medium  yellow  gold  with  some  deeper  iridescence  on  both 
sides.  A sharp  and  attractive  example  despite  its  shortcomings;  the 
cleaning  was  not  harsh,  and  the  tooling  is  not  immediately  percep- 
tible with  the  notation  apparently  referring  to  some  light  polishing 
on  Liberty’s  chin.  One  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  eagle  series,  in- 
deed, in  the  entire  U.S.  gold  series.  Typically  found  at  VF  or  EF, 
and  even  examples  of  the  date  in  those  grades  are  eagerly  welcomed. 
Many  of  the  great  U.S.  gold  collections  lack  this  date.  A splendid 
opportunity,  a coin  that  should  be  viewed  before  biddingjudgment 
is  passed. 
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“Canceled  Die”  1884-CC  $10 


1571  1884-CC  Breen-7019.  Canceled  Die  variety.  AU-58  (NGC). 
A sharply  struck  lustrous  honey  gold  specimen  ofthis  elusive  rarity. 
Circulation  marks  are  at  an  absolute  minimum,  and  the  eye  appeal 
is  substantial  for  the  grade.  Heavy  raised  diagonal  lines  across  Miss 
Liberty’s  neck  and  throat  area  give  rise  to  Breen’s  sobriquet  “Can- 
celed Obverse”  variety  (see  below).  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of 
only  9,925  pieces,  with  specimens  at  EF  or  finer  being  quite  rare  in 
today’s  numismatic  marketplace.  For  the  record,  while  NGC  has 
certified  more  than  three  dozen  e.xamples  of  the  date  at  AU-58,  as 
here,  only  three  examples  have  received  finer  grades  from  that  firm, 
none  above  MS-61.  Rare,  attractive,  and  an  interesting  variety;  what 
more  could  you  desire  in  a Carson  City  Mint  issue? 

NGC  Census:  39;  3 finer  (MS-61  finest). 

Breen-7019.  “Canceled  obverse,  tall  CC.  Rare.  Chisel  marks  on  bust,  neck, 
hair  below  ear,  and  at  LI(BER)T.  These  marks  are  raised  on  the  coin;  an  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  was  made  to  efface  them  from  the  die  before  it  went  to  press.” 


1572  1884-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Satiny  mint  brilliance  with  bold  cartwheel 
lustre.  Sharp  and  attractive  for  the  grade. 


Choice  Mint  State  1885  $10 

Rare  So  Fine 


1573  1885  MS-63  (NGC).  A high  degree  oflustre  circulates  broadly  on 
rich  honey  gold  surfaces,  while  delightful  olive  iridescence  forms 
attractive  halos  at  the  rims.  Sharply  struck.  A rare  date  in  choice 
Mint  State  or  finer,  despite  a lofty  mintage  of  some  253,462  circu- 
lation strikes.  In  fact,  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  calls  this  date  “very  rare  in 
AU.”  As  it  to  confirm  that  fact,  it  is  w'orth  noting  here  that  while 
the  1 larry  Bass  Collection  contained  a delightful  Proof-64  example 
of  the  date,  the  only  circulation  strike  of  the  date  in  the  Bass  hold- 
ings was  a solitarv'  MS-6()  specimen  offered  in  a group  lot  with  seven 
other  “common”  date  Liberty  eagles.  Definitely  a “sleeper”  in  the 
senes,  and  worthy  of  serious  bidding. 

NGC  Census:  14;  9 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Choice  Uncirculated  1886-S  $10 


1574  1886-S  MS-63  (NGC).  An  incredible  degree  ofbright  lustre  graces 
the  satiny  honey  gold  surfaces  of  this  sharply  struck  branch  mint 
eagle.  Considered  a “common”  date  in  light  of  its  large  mintage  of 
826,000  pieces,  the  date  is  seemingly  anything  but  “common”  in 
the  higher  ranges  of  Uncirculated.  For  the  record,  just  four  examples 
of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  coin,  all  called 
MS-64. 

NGC  Census:  110;  4 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


“Sleeper”  1887-S  Eagle 

Choice  Mint  State 


1575  1887-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Intensely  lustrous  honey  gold  with  splashes 
of  deep  iridescent  orange.  Sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing 
for  the  assigned  grade.  Despite  a lofty  mintage  for  the  date  of817,000 
pieces,  the  1887-S  eagle  is  not  easily  located  at  MS-63  or  finer.  In- 
deed, just  four  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  than  the 
present  specimen  by  NGC,  none  of  those  above  MS-65.  A beauti- 
ful coin  for  the  grade,  one  that  readily  defines  the  term  “sleeper.” 

NGC  Census:  36;  4 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Uncirculated  1889  Eagle  Rarity 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1576  1889  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  pale  rose  and  olive 
iridescent  highlights.  A satiny  specimen,  a coin  that  is  just  a few  mi- 
nor marks  away  from  a finer  grade.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of 
just  4,400  circulation  strikes,  one  of  the  rarest  Philadelphia  issues  of 
the  period.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  just  three  examples  of  the  date 
have  been  called  MS-62  by  PCGS,  with  no  specimens  receiving  a 
finer  grade  from  that  organization.  We  suspect  this  particular  lot  will 
draw  a good  deal  ofbidding  interest  when  it  crosses  the  auction  blivk. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1889-S  $10 


1577  1889-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 
sharply  rendered  design  motifs. 

Scarce  1890  Eagle 


1578  1890  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and  de- 
lightful eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  Considerably  scarcer  in 
Mint  State  than  its  mintage  of  57,980  circulation  strikes  indicates; 
NGC  has  certified  just  three  examples  of  this  date  finer  than  the 
present  specimen.  A nice  opportunity. 

NGC  Census:  31;  3 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


View  of  San  Francisco  with  Telegraph  Hill  in  the  distance.  {San  Francisco 
Album,  photograph  by  G.R.  Pardon) 


Choice  Proof  1891  $10 


(2x  photo) 


1579  1891  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Rich  orange  gold  with  sharp  satiny  de- 
vices and  deeply  mirrored  Proof  fields.  Some  hairlines  are  visible  in 
the  fields,  accounting  for  the  grade.  However,  these  are  somewhat 
obscured  by  a light  haze  that  was  likely  left  by  an  old  time  holder. 
Some  cameo  contrast  is  noted.  Housed  in  an  older  generation  green 
label  PCGS  holder.  Just  two  specimens  are  graded  higher  by  PCGS. 

1580  Sextette  of  eagles  grading  MS-62  (NGC):  ☆ 1891  ☆ 1894  ☆ 
1897  ☆ 1898  ☆ 1902  ☆ 1904-0.  An  attractive  grouping  with  satiny 
lustre.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

1581  Quartette  of  NGC-certified  eagles:  ☆ 1891-CC  AU-58.  Lus- 
trous golden  yellow  surfaces  with  splashes  of  iridescent  blue  and 
magenta  ☆ 1894-0  AU-58.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1894-S  AU- 
55.  Pale  golden  surfaces  with  bluish  gray  toning  at  the  devices  ☆ 
1895-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  traces  offaint  orange.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


1582  1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold  wnth  distinctive  rose 
and  olive  highlights.  Sharply  struck. 
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1583  1892-CC  AU-58  (ICG).  Generous  amounts  of  lustre  remain  on 
warm  yellow  gold  surfaces.  A nicely  struck  specimen  of  a moder- 
ately scarce  date,  one  ot  40,000  eagles  coined  at  Carson  City  in 
the  penultimate  year  of  that  mint’s  operations.  A pleasing  coin  for 
the  grade. 

Mint  State  1892-0  Eagle 


1584  1892-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Among  the  better  struck  pieces  of  the 
issue,  as  the  first  sLx  stars  and  other  features  that  Doug  Winter  iden- 
tifies as  often  being  weak  are  very  sharp  on  this  example.  Typical 
greenish  gold  with  light  rosy  orange  overtones  on  both  sides.  Nice 
lustre  and  pleasant  overall.  A single  dark  toning  spot  at  the  olive 
leaves  will  serve  to  identify  this  coin  in  the  future. 


1585  1892-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  nice  lustre.  Some 
traces  of  deeper  toning,  similar  to  that  found  on  many  bank  hoard 
coins. 

1586  Trio  of  Liberty  eagles  grading  MS-63  (PCGS):  ☆ 1893.  Frosty 
lustre  ☆ 1901-S.  Bright  golden  yellow  with  splashes  of  deep  golden 
orange  ☆ 1907.  Mottled  golden  orange  and  yellow  surfaces.  (Total: 
3 pieces) 

1587  Group  of  eagles  grading  MS-62  (PCGS):  ☆ 1893  ☆ 1893-S  ☆ 
1896  ☆ 19(K)  it  1901  ☆ 1903  ii  1905.  An  attractive  grouping.  (To- 
tal: 7 pieces) 


Spectacular  1895  Eagle 
The  Finest  Graded 


(2x  photo) 


1588  1895  MS-67  (NGC).  A truly  beautifi.il  example  of  the  date,  type,  or 
even  basic  design  as  shared  with  quarter  eagles  and  half  eagles  of  the 
era.  The  surfaces  are  remarkably  uniform  and  exhibit  a delightful  sat- 
iny frost  over  both  sides;  the  devices  being  a little  coarser  in  texture 
while  the  fields  are  very  fine.  The  strike  is  very  sharp  with  bold  defi- 
nition of  even  the  finest  design  elements,  and  the  lustre  is  incredible. 
The  color  is  vibrant  rosy  yellow  gold,  with  just  a few  tiny  dark  toning 
spots  on  the  rim,  and  one  at  the  olive  branches.  It  goes  without  saying 
that  the  eye  appeal  is  extraordinary,  but  we  mention  it  here  simply  to 
accentuate  the  point.  The  finest  graded  example  of  the  date,  with 
perhaps  a couple  of  close  seconds  seen  by  NGC  which  they  graded 
MS-66.  However,  they  have  graded  only  four  gem  quality  examples 
of  the  date,  while  PCGS  has  graded  only  a single  gem  at  MS-65.  An 
undeniable  condition  rarity  among  the  entire  series  of  Liberty  eagles, 
as  of  the  millions  of  coins  that  exist  today  only  a few  have  been  so 
carefully  preserved.  A golden  treat  for  the  connoisseur. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


1589  1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Soft  rose  toning  over  satiny  and  lustnuis  sur- 
faces. Sharply  struck  and  pleasing. 
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1590  Pair  of  Liberty  eagles  grading  MS-63  (NGC):  ☆ 1895.  Frosty 
golden  rose  surfaces  ☆ 19()6-D.  Satiny  lustre.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Choice  Uncirculated  1896  Eagle 


1591  1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and  a 
pleasing  sheen  of  pale  orange  iridescence.  From  a modest  mintage 
for  the  date  of76,270  circulation  strikes.  While  NGC  has  certified 
somewhat  more  than  five  score  examples  of  the  date  at  MS-63,  fewer 
than  a dozen  examples  have  received  finer  grades,  all  MS-64. 

NGC  Census;  108;  10  finer  (MS-64  finest). 


A Second  Choice  1896  $10 


1592  1896  MS-63  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  lustre  over  satiny  brilliant 
surfaces.  An  attractive  choice  Mint  State  example. 


1593  1897-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  predominately  pale  gold 
surfaces.  Some  warm  orange  overtones  are  noted,  as  are  traces  of 
darker  toning  on  the  higher  points. 


Choice  Cameo  Proof  1901  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


1594  1901  Proof-64  Heavy  Cameo  (ANACS).  I^chly  frosted  yellow 
gold  motifs  stand  briskly  out  from  deeply  mirrored  fields.  A truly 
glorious  Proof  1901  eagle,  a coin  with  aesthetic  appeal  and  physical 
quahty  that  is  more  than  equal  to  the  task  of  the  assigned  grade. 
From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  85  pieces,  with  perhaps  half  of 
that  number  known  to  today’s  collectors.  The  present  choice  Proof 
1901  eagle  measures  up  admirably  in  all  respects,  and  we  suspect  a 
spate  of  busy  bidding  activity  will  be  the  order  of  the  day  when  this 
attractive  specimen  is  offered  for  your  bidding  approval. 


Sparkling  Gem  1902-S  $10 


1595  1902-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  surfaces  exhibit  intense  cart- 
wheel lustre  and  boldly  rendered  design  motifs.  An  absolute  gem  in 
all  regards,  a beautiful  coin  that  will  enjoy  spirited  bidding  activitv. 
As  an  aside  we  mention  the  fact  that  just  eight  examples  of  this  date 
have  received  a finer  grade  from  NGC,  all  MS-66. 

NGC  Census:  7.S;  8 finer  {MS-66  finest). 

According  to  Breen’s  Eiuydopedia,  many  of  tlie  choice  to  gem  Uncirculated 
e.\amples  of  this  date  currently  known  are  from  two  hoards  discovered  sometime 
in  the  1970s,  possibly  containing  as  many  as  1,0(K)  examples  of  the  date  all  told. 
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1596  1903-0  MS-63.  Satiny  yellow  lustre  with  nice  mint  brilliance  save 
tor  a couple  of  small  toning  spots  near  the  eagle’s  right  wing.  Traces 
ot  the  repunched  mintmark  clearly  visible. 


Choice  Mint  State  1906-D  $10 


1597  1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  honey  gold  toning  over  satiny 
and  lustrous  surfaces.  Out  of  a mintage  of981,()0()  pieces,  fewer  than 
two  dozen  examples  are  graded  at  the  gem  level  by  PCGS,  making 
this  a very  respectable  offering  for  the  Liberty  gold  speciahst. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1907-D  Eagle 


1598  1907-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Vibrant  lustre  fairly  leaps  from  the  rich 
golden  surfaces  of  this  satiny  branch  mint  eagle.  Struck  in  the  final 
year  of  the  Liberty  design  type,  and  a splendid  coin  it  is  for  the  grade. 
NGC  has  certified  just  three  examples  of  this  date  at  a finer  grade, 
all  MS-65. 

NGC  Census:  27;  3 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Choice  Mint  State  1907  $10 


1599  1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  yellow  gold 
lustre  wnth  small  ficcks  of  deep  red  toning  near  the  obverse  rim. 


Another  Choice  1907  $10 


1600  1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-64  (NGC).  Radiant  mint  lustre 
over  satiny  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Quite  pleasing  for  the  grade. 


Important  Mint  State  1920-S  Indian  $10 


(2,x  photo) 

1601  1920-S  MS-62  (NGC).  A lustrous  honey  gold  coin  with  bright  yel- 
low highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  A rarity  in  all  grades  despite  a 
somewhat  sizeable  mintage  for  the  date  of  1 26,500  pieces.  Seemingly 
much  of  that  mintage  was  never  released  to  banks  or  general  circula- 
tion, the  end  result  that  many  tens  of  thousands  of  the  date  were  prob- 
ably melted  in  1933  or  soon  thereafter  under  the  orders  of  FDR’s 
Executive  Order  6260.  Walter  Breen  considered  the  rarity  of  the  1920- 
S to  be  on  a par  with  the  much  better  known  1930-S  and  1933  rari- 
ties, high  praise  indeed  for  this  elusive  issue!  The  present  coin  is  among 
the  top  dozen  examples  of  the  date  graded  by  NGC.  We  don’t  expect 
we  will  be  offering  another  Mint  State  1920-S  Indian  SIO  any  time 
soon  (though  strange  things  happen  frequently  in  numismatics),  so 
plan  your  bidding  strategy  accordingly.  After  all,  if  you  “pass”  on  the 
present  lot,  you  may  find  that  you  have  “passed”  on  your  only  oppor- 
tunity to  own  a 1920-S  eagle  for  some  time  to  come. 

NGC  Census:  4;  7 finer  (MS-66  finest). 
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Gem  1932  Eagle 


1602  1932  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful  satiny  surfaces  highlighted  by  rosy 
gold  lustre  on  both  sides.  Minimal  light  surface  marks  as  commen- 
surate with  the  grade. 


1603  1932  MS-64  (NGC).  Bright  satiny  lustre  with  soft  rose  and  gold 
toning. 


COME  SEE  US! 


Members  of  the  ANR  staff  will  be  buying,  selling, 
accepting  consignments,  and  meeting  with  you  at  nu- 
merous conventions  throughout  2004.  We  invite  you 
to  come  by  our  bourse  table  and  meet  our  team! 

March  11-14 

Suburban  Baltimore/Washington  Convention  • Baltimore 

March  26-28 

ANA  Midwinter  Convefition  • Portland,  OR 

April  15-19 

Early  American  Coppers  • San  Francisco,  CA 

June  3-6 

Long  Beach  Convention  • Long  Beach,  CA 

June  24-27 

Mid-American  Coin  Expo  • Rosemont,  IL 

July  22-24 

The  New  York  Invitational  Coin  Show  • New  York  City,  NY 

August  18-22 

ANA  Convention  • Pittsburgh,  PA 

September  9-12 

Long  Beach  Convention  • Long  Beach,  CA 

December  2-5 

Suburban  Baltimore/ Washington  Convention  •Baltimore 
Plus  more  as  we  further  plan  our  upcoming  year! 


DOUBLE  EAGLES 

C3ur  largest  circulating  denomination  closes  our  sale,  and  also  closes 
our  offering  of  the  Research  Triangle  Gold  Collection.  Of  course,  it 
is  also  the  subject  of  the  upcoming  book  by  Dave  Bowers,  something 
we  expect  will  introduce  even  more  collectors  to  the  joys  of  collect- 
ing this  fascinating  series!  There  is  much  to  love  about  our  current 
selection  - how  about  a 1855-0  in  nice  AU,  a date  for  which  there  is 
not  a single  Mint  State  piece  certified  by  PCGS?  Specimens  from 
the  Central  America  are  included,  their  beauty  and  historical  prov- 
enance making  them  prizes,  even  for  people  who  are  not  accustomed 
to  collecting  (or  even  being  interested  in)  coins.  1859-0  is  another 
great  rarity  in  nice  AU,  as  offered  here,  and  the  New  Orleans  issue  of 
1861  is  closely  tied  to  the  interesting  history  of  that  city  in  an  epochal 
year,  including  the  possibility  that  the  Confederates  were  the  ones 
responsible  for  its  coining!  One  of  the  stars  of  the  Research  Triangle 
Gold  Collection  is  the  only  Mint  State  1881  $20  certified  by  PCGS, 
a surefire  prize  for  anyone  trying  to  assemble  a set  of  this  denomina- 
tion. The  1891  issue  is  almost  as  rare  when  found  in  AU-58,  as  here, 
with  no  hopes  of  any  hoard  coming  from  a long-lost  shipwreck  - 
only  1,390  were  struck  in  the  first  place!  A long  run  of  Carson  City 
issues  is  also  present,  and  some  rare  dates  from  the  first  decade  of  the 
20th  century  close  the  book  (so  to  speak)  on  the  Coronet  issue. 
Among  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles,  several  MCMVII  High  Re- 
liefs are  offered,  each  to  become  the  prized  possession  of  another 
collector  who  always  wanted  to  own  a specimen  of  this  famous  and 
beautiful  issue.  Several  branch  mint  issues  are  included  in  scarce  Mint 
State  grades  as  well. 


AU  1850  Double  Eagle 

First  Year  of  Denomination 


1604  1850  AU-53  (ANACS).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  prooflike 
reflectivity,  generous  amounts  of  lustre,  and  a strong  overall  strike. 
A few  faint  marks  are  noted,  but  the  overall  appeal  is  substantial.  In 
1850,  little  if  any  attention  was  paid  to  the  release  of  the  new  de- 
nomination and  examples  were  not  saved  by  collectors  to  the  best  of 
our  knowledge.  Decades  later  when  interest  finally  did  develop  in 
U.S.  gold,  double  eagles  from  the  1850s  were  found  in  well-worn 
grades,  typically  VF  or  sometimes  EF.  Regarding  the  present  date, 
attractive  AU  specimens  are  in  great  demand  with  today’s  collecting 
communiry. 

Crossbar  of  A in  STATES  complete  and  unbroken. 
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1605  1850-t)  EF-45  (ICG).  Deep  gold  with  lighter  rose  highlights  on 

the  high  points.  From  the  first  year  of  the  denoinination,  the  only 
braneh  mint  issue  of  the  date. 

C rvissbjr  i>t  A in  S I A I HS  complete  .md  unbroken. 


Lustrous  1851  $20 


1606  1851  AU-58  (NGC).  A lustrous  yellow  gold  speeimen  with  dis- 

tinctive olive  highlights.  Nicely  struck  and  altogether  presentable 
for  the  assigned  grade.  A scattering  of  tiny  marks  make  little  (ifany) 
impression  on  this  writer;  we  are  certain  the  surfaces  of  this  attrac- 
tive specimen  are  altogether  acceptable  in  general.  In  short,  a pleas- 
ing e.xatnple  ot  the  date  and  grade  combination. 

C.rossbar  ot  A in  ST.ATES  thin  aiui  attenuated  at  the  viewer's  left  side. 


1607  1851-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Lustrous  olive-gold.  Nicely  struck,  al- 
though the  O mintmark  was  evidently  lightly  impressed  into  the 
die;  its  entire  left  side  is  virtually  nonexistent.  A few  faint  marks  are 
noted,  chief  among  these  a shallow  depression  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
cheek,  and  another  above  her  head  between  the  stars  at  the  1:()() 
position.  .Ml  things  considered,  still  a wholly  acceptable  example  of 
this  early  branch  mint  double  e.igle. 

t rosshar  ol  A in  Sd.M  E.S  coniplclc  and  unbroken. 

1608  Quintette  of  NGC-certified  double  eagles:  tlr  1852  AU-5()  ☆ 
1854  AU-55  <T  1879  AU-58  x 1880-S  .AU-58  ☆ 1906  AU-58. 
F.aeh  is  lustrous  and  attractive  with  golden  and  various  degrees  of 
rose  tuning.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


Lustrous  1852-0  $20 


1609  1852-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  a 
iiiodicuiii  of  prooflike  reflectivity  around  Miss  Liberts'’s  portrait.  A 
few  faint  marks  are  noted,  the  most  noticeable  of  these  a small  di- 
agonal hit  on  Miss  Liberts' s cheek.  Another  popular  branch  mint 
issue  from  the  early  days  of  the  denoinination. 

Crossbar  ot  A in  STATES  thin  and  attenuated  at  the  viewer's  left  side. 


1610  1852-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  distinctive  ol- 
ive highlights.  The  fields  are  somewhat  prooflike,  especially  on  the 
reverse.  A sharper  and  finer  coin  than  the  grade  implies;  perhaps  the 
scattered  obverse  hairlines  and  occasional  mark  there  influenced  the 
grade. 

1611  Group  ofNGC-ccrtifled  double  eagles:  ☆ 1853  EF-45  ☆ 1854- 
S EF-45  ☆ 1858  EF-4(I  ☆ 1864  EF-45  ☆ 1865-S  EF-4()  ☆ 1868 
EF-45.  All  with  attractive  golden  surfaces.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

1612  Group  of  double  eagles:  ☆ 1853  EF-45.  Lustrous  ☆ 1866-.S  No 
Motto.  VF-35.  Golden  surfaces  with  hints  of  rose.  Rare  in  all  grades 
☆ 1871  EF-45.  Lustrous.  From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the 
1 larry  W.  Bass, Jr.,  Collection  Part  111,  M.iy  20(10,  Lot  836.  ☆ 1877 
AU-58.  Somewhat  reflective  surfaces  with  lightly  frosted  devices 
189()-S  Net  AU-55;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  scratched  ☆ 1903  MS- 
62.  Lustrous  and  attractive  -C!  1908  No  Motto.  AU-58  (3).  Each  is 
lustrous  with  golden  rose  surfaces.  (Total:  9 pieces) 
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Attractive  1853-0  $20 


1613  1853-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  plenty  of  bright 
yellow  gold  lustre  on  both  sides.  A scarce  date  at  AU;  just  71,000 
pieces  were  struck.  An  altogether  pleasing  example  of  the  date  and 
grade  combination. 

Crossbar  of  A in  STATES  broken  with  the  viewer’s  left  side  of  tliat  crossbar 
chiefly  missing  save  for  a faint  hairline  nub  that  protrudes  from  the  left  upright  of 
the  letter. 


Choice  AU  1854  Small  Date  $20 

S.S.  Central  America 


1614  1854  Small  Date.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bold  golden  lustre  on  brightly 
shimmering  surfaces.  Struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies,  with  impres- 
sions of  the  reverse  rays  above  the  eagle  projecting  from  behind  Miss 
Liberty’s  lower  neck  and  hair.  One  of  thousands  of  grandly  pre- 
served double  eagles  found  in  the  wreckage  of  the  S.S.  Central 
America,  which  went  down  off  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  in  a Sep- 
tember 1857  hurricane.  Choice  and  pleasing  for  the  grade,  and  a 
coin  with  a distinctive  history  as  well.  Coins  from  this  issue  are  hun- 
dreds of  times  rarer  than  1856-S  or  1857-S  coins  with  the  same  prov- 
enance. 

Patched  left  side  of  crossbar  in  A in  STATES. 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America  Treasure,  Number  SSCA  #6720. 


1615  1855  AU-53  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  bright  lustre  in  the 
recessed  areas,  especially  so  on  the  reverse.  Some  scattered  marks 
are  noted,  none  of  them  serious  enough  to  warrant  individual  men- 
tion. A date  that  is  typically  seen  in  grades  of  VF  to  EF,  but  one 
which  becomes  much  more  elusive  once  AU  is  reached. 

Crossbar  of  A in  STATES  thin  and  obviously  patched  at  viewer’s  left  side. 


Scarce  1855-0  Double  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

1616  1855-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Flighly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some 
prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields,  and  with  warm  orange  highlights 
on  the  high  points.  A scarce  date  in  all  grades,  and  one  that  is  con- 
sidered quite  rare  at  AU  or  finer;  no  doubt  the  small  original  mint- 
age of  just  8,000  pieces  played  a role  in  the  rarity  of  the  issue.  We 
note  that  just  five  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  by 
PCGS,  none  at  the  Mint  State  level!  A pleasing  example  of  a rarity, 
and  a coin  that  is  certainly  worthy  of  more  than  passing  interest 
from  our  bidding  audience. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  5 finer  (AU-58  finest). 

Crossbar  of  A in  STATES  thin  and  obviously  patched  at  viewer’s  left  side. 
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Sparkling  Uncirculated  1855-S  $20 

S.S.  Central  America 


1617  1855-S  14B  Faint  S.  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  amazing  degree  of  lustre 

graces  the  satiny,  largely  brilliant  honey  gold  surfaces  of  this  attractive 
specimen.  A splash  of  rich  peach  iridescence  graces  Liberty’s  portrait 
on  the  obverse.  The  reverse,  if  judged  separately,  would  easily  rank 
MS-64,  perhaps  even  finer  in  some  eyes.  Faint  S mintmark  variety.  A 
com  with  spectacular  eye  appeal,  even  within  the  assigned  grade. 
Regarding  the  grade,  just  two  examples  of  this  particular  variety  have 
been  certified  finer  by  PCGS,  both  of  those  called  MS-63. 

Broken  A in  STATES. 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America  Treasure,  SSC/1  # 6342. 


1618  1855-S  AU-55  (ICG).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre  in  evidence.  Some  scattered  obverse  ticks  are  noted,  though 
the  reverse  is  considerably  “cleaner”  in  appearance.  All  things  con- 
sidered, a worthwhile  example  of  the  date. 

Crossbar  ot  A in  STATES  complete  and  unbroken. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1856-S  $20 

A Condition  Census  Rarity 


1619  1856-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A satiny  delight.  The  frosty  honey  gold 
surfaces  displ.iy  an  attractive  sheen  of  pale  olive,  with  a hint  of  pale 
rose  iridescence  mingling  w'armly  on  both  sides.  A nicely  struck, 
appealing  specimen.  Despite  the  sizable  mintage  of  this  date 
(1,1 89,750  pieces),  in  choice  MS-63  or  finer  grades  its  reputation  as 
a rarity  is  undeniably  accurate.  PCGS  has  certified  just  three  examples 
of  the  date  at  the  current  grade  (including  the  present  specimen), 
with  just  one  specimen  finer,  at  the  MS-64  level.  The  present  speci- 
men easily  rivals  the  choice  Mint  State  Bass  specimen  (October  1999, 
Lot  1712),  and  is  certainly  notable.  We  suspect  serious  bidding  ac- 


tivity will  be  the  order  of  the  tlay  when  this  beautiful  early  branch 
mint  double  eagle  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  within  this  designation  (MS-64). 

Crossbar  ot  A in  STATES  complete  and  unbroken. 


Frosty  Mint  State  1856-S  $20 

S.S.  Central  America 


1620  1856-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A frosty  honey  gold  specimen  with  the 
general  overall  appearance  of  a much  finer  grade;  indeed,  we  will  prob- 
ably not  be  alone  when  we  call  the  present  specimen  conservatively 
graded  by  today’s  standards.  All  that  aside,  the  present  specimen  en- 
joys a wealth  of  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and  some  rich  golden  irides- 
cence in  the  protected  areas.  Tilled  S mintmark  variety.  Regarding 
the  variety,  PCGS  has  certified  just  one  example  at  a finer  grade  than 
the  present  coin,  that  being  MS-63.  Absolutely  choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1 finer  within  this  designation  (MS-63). 

Evans  17L,  No  Serif,  Tilted  S. 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America  Treasure,  SSCA  # 6001. 


1621  1856-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  some  deep 
golden  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas.  A pleasing  example  of  the 
date,  a specimen  that  was  probably  known  to  numismatics  well  be- 
fore the  retrieval  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  Treasure. 

Normal  A in  STATES. 


1622  Pair  ofPCGS-certified  double  eagles:  ☆ 1856-S  AU-5().  Bright 
reddish  orange  surfaces  ☆ 1857-S  AU-55.  Lustrous  yellow.  (Total: 
2 pieces) 


Elusive  1857-0  $20 


1623  1857-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  wnth  a plenitude  of 
rich  mint  lustre  on  both  sides.  O mintmark  on  reverse  lightly  im- 
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pressed  into  the  die,  as  always  seen  on  survivors  from  this  issue’s 
mintage  of 30, 000  pieces.  Always  popular,  especiaUy  so  at  grades  of 
EF  and  finer. 

Crossbar  ot  A iii  STATES  patched  at  viewer’s  left  side.  Additionally,  several 
letters  in  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  were  essentially  unfinished  in  the 
die,  with  those  letters  showing  roughness  within  their  curves  and  angles. 


Superb  Gem  1857-S  $20 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America 


(2x  photo) 


1624  1857-S  20B  Bold  S.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sparkling  gem  in  all  re- 
gards. Rich,  deep  orange  gold  iridescence  crowds  the  sharp  and 
impressive  design  motifs,  while  a strong  display  of  intense  cartwheel 
lustre  immediately  captures  the  viewer’s  attention.  Bold  S mintmark 
variety.  Just  three  examples  of  this  variety  have  been  certified  finer 
by  PCGS.  Yet  another  sparkling  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America  treasure,  lost  at  sea  in  1857,  and  retrieved  some  130  years 
later,  all  to  the  benefit  of  today’s  numismatic  community! 

PCGS  Population:  46;  3 finer  (MS-67). 

Patched  crossbar  of  A in  STATES. 

From  the  S.S.  Central  America  Treasure,  SSCA  # 5073. 


1625 


1626 


1627 


1858  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  some 
prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  A scattering  of  faint  marks  is  noted, 
but  the  overall  integrity  of  the  grade  shines  through. 

Normal  A in  STATES. 


Notable  1858-0  Double  Eagle 


^jrtnufiTTj 


1858-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  much 
mint  brightness  in  the  recessed  areas.  A “flashy”  example  of  the 
date,  the  present  specimen  nicely  struck  for  the  issue.  A few  faint 
marks  are  noted,  none  of  them  overly  detracting  or  potentially  wor- 
risome to  bidders.  A scarce  date  in  all  grades,  as  just  35,250  ex- 
amples were  struck.  Just  one  example  of  this  date  has  been  called 
Mint  State  by  NGC,  that  specimen  MS-60;  the  present  AU-55  coin 
probably  gives  that  Mint  State  specimen  a run  for  the  money. 

NGC  Census:  7;  15  finer  (MS-6()  finest). 

Crossbar  of  A in  STATES  thin  but  complete.  A heavy  and  undeniably  notice- 
able die  crack  extends  from  the  rim  at  9:00,  grazing  the  left  side  of  the  N in 
UNITED,  and  extending  from  there  into  the  scroll. 


1858-S  AU-55  (ICG).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  some  prooflike 
reflectivity  on  the  reverse.  A sharply  struck  example  of  a popular 
branch  mint  issue. 

Normal  A in  STATES. 
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Elusive  1859  Double  Eagle 


1859  EF-45  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  generous  amounts  of 
nunt  lustre  in  the  recessed  areas.  A few  faint  marks  are  noted,  chiefly  on 
the  reverse,  but  the  eye  appeal  is  sail  quite  fine  for  the  assigned  grade. 

Crossbar  ot  A in  STATES  unbroken,  with  just  a tiny  nub  protruding  from  the 
viewer's  right  upright  of  that  letter. 

On  the  double  eagle  issues  of  1850  through  1858,  one  of  the  most  noticeable 
die  characteristics  is  the  word  LIBERTY.  During  that  era,  the  1 in  that  word  was 
actually  from  an  L punch;  careful  e.xamination  of  LIBERTY  on  any  of  the  early 
date  double  eagles  will  clearly  disclose  that  fact.  In  1859,  a new  master  die  was 
introduced  to  the  double  eagle  series.  The  differences  are  shght  upon  casual  ex- 
amination, but  those  who  care  to  scrutinize  coins  prior  to  or  after  1859  will  readily 
discern  these  shght  differences.  Chief  among  them  is  the  use  of  an  1 instead  of  a 
second  L in  LIBERTY,  but  other  tiny  features  such  as  the  placement  ofjBL  (the 
designer’s  inidals  ofjames  Barton  Longacre)  and  some  other  minor  changes  will 
also  be  noted. 


1629 


1630 


(2x  photo) 

1859-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Satiny  yellow  gold  with  strong  mint  lus- 
tre, and  with  a hint  of  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  reverse  field.  A 
fairly  elusive  New  Orleans  issue,  a date  that  saw  a mintage  of  just 
9,100  pieces.  Typically  encountered  in  VF  or  so,  this  date  becomes 
a notable  rarity  at  EF  or  finer.  AU  specimens  such  as  offered  here 
are  always  in  high  demand.  AU-58  is  the  finest  grade  you  will  cur- 
rently find  in  a NGC  holder!  The  present  specimen  is  struck  from 
heavily  clashed  dies,  with  horizontal  shield  hnes  from  the  reverse 
forming  “stair  steps”  (much  the  same  as  seen  in  the  car  hole  of  genu- 
ine 1 896-S  Barber  quarters) , and  with  heavy  vertical  lines  in  the  hair 
curls  Just  above  Liberty’s  neck.  An  interesting  example  of  a prized 
rarity. 

NGC  Census:  7;  7 finer  (AU-58  finest). 

Quintette  of  PCGS-certified  double  eagles:  it  1859-S  EF-45 
☆ 1861-S  EF-4()  ☆ 1863  EF-40  ☆ 1866  Motto.  EF-40  it  1872-S 
EF-45.  An  attractive  grouping.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


Choice  AU  1859-0  $20 
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1631  1860  AU-58  (NGC).  Satiny  yellow  gold  with  rich  honey  high- 
lights in  the  protected  areas.  A pleasing  coin  overall,  one  that  may 
just  easily  have  been  called  MS-60, 

1632  Trio  of  double  eagles:  ☆ 1860  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden 
yellow  surfaces  ☆ 1861  AU-50  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces  with  hints 
of  rose  at  the  devices  ☆ 1865  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  sur- 
faces with  splashes  of  rose.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1633  Sextette  of  ICG-certified  double  eagles:  ☆ 1860  AU-53.  Lus- 
trous golden  surfaces  ☆ 1870-S  AU-53.  Pich  golden  surfaces  with 
splashes  of  rose  ☆ 1894  MS-63.  Frosty  lustre  ☆ 1897  MS-63.  Ol- 
ive-gray toning  over  lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1897-S  MS-63.  Sat- 
iny surfaces  with  hints  of  frosty  olive  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1899-S 
MS-62.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


Rare  1860-0  Double  Eagle 


1634  1860-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  honey  gold  with  some  deeper 
orange  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas.  Fairly  well  circulated,  yet 
devoid  of  all  but  a few  inconsequential  marks.  A date  that  is  typically 
found  circulated;  the  6,600  examples  produced  in  New  Orleans 
evidently  saw  heavy  use  in  commerce.  It  is  worthwhile  to  note  that 
no  Uncirculated  examples  of  this  date  have  been  certified  by  PCGS, 
leaving  collectors  who  desire  a high-grade  specimen  ot  the  date  their 
choice  from  among  EF  and  AU  specimens.  Worthy  of  a strong  bid, 
especially  considering  the  overall  appeal  of  this  attractive  EF  coin. 

1635  Quintette  of  double  eagles:  ☆ 1860-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Golden 
yellow  surfaces  with  just  a hint  of  rose  at  the  rims  H 1869-S  AU-50 
(ANACS).  Lustrous  golden  rose  H 1873-S  Close  3.  AU-58 
(ANACS).  Lustrous  and  attractive  with  splashes  of  rose  ☆ 1880  AU- 
55  (ANACS).  Bright  golden  orange  surfaces  ☆ 1889  AU-58 
(ANACS).  Frosty  lustre.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


Key  Date  1861-0  $20 

CSA  Strike? 


1636  1861-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  some 
prooflike  reflectivity  around  the  devices.  Some  deeper  golden  high- 
lights are  noted  on  the  high  points.  One  of  17,741  examples  of  the 
date  struck,  with  the  typical  survivor  from  that  mintage  at  VF,  and 
often  in  lower  grades.  In  his  Encyclopedia,  Breen  expostulates  that 
5,000  examples  of  the  date  were  struck  for  the  United  States,  9,750 
struck  when  New  Orleans  was  occupied  by  Louisiana  troops,  and 
probably  some  2,991  were  produced  after  Confederate  States  of 
America  troops  were  in  control  of  the  city.  Whether  the  present 
specimen  was  actually  struck  by  the  CSA  is  purely  a matter  of  con- 
jecture on  our  part,  but,  all  things  considered,  it  is  certainly  possible 
that  such  was  the  circumstance.  This  popular  key  date  will  always 
have  a certain  charm  attached  to  it  owing  to  its  connection  to  the 
Confederate  States  of  America. 


1637  1862  EF-45  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold.  Some  scattered  marks  are 
noted,  chief  among  those  a vertical  depression  on  the  reverse  below 
ERIC.  Typical  grade  for  the  date;  at  AU  or  finer  the  rarity  of  the 
issue  becomes  greatly  heightened. 


1638  1862-S  AU-50  (ICG).  Warm  honey  gold  with  brisk  underKdng 
lustre,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck,  and  quite  pleasing 
overall. 
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1639  1862-SEF-45(NGC)  . Warm  medium  gold  with  some  deeper  or- 
ange highlights  in  the  protected  areas,  especially  on  the  reverse  where 
a generous  amount  of  lustre  also  resides.  An  attractive  example  of 
the  date,  and  a coin  that  is  typical  for  the  issue;  double  eagle  coinage 
saw  moderate  to  heavy  circulation  on  the  West  Coast,  while  on  the 
East  Coast,  large  gold  coins  were  being  hoarded  and  were  typically 
not  seen  in  circulation. 

1640  Quartette  of  double  eagles  grading  EF-45  (ANACS):  ☆ 1863- 
Stf  1864-S'tfr  1866-S  Motto 'fct  1869.  Each  with  attractive  surfaces. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 


Choice  Mint  State  1865-S  $20 

From  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure 


1641  1865-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A satiny  beauty  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre  on  pale  orange  gold  surfaces.  Deep  nuances  of  rose  irides- 
cence grace  both  sides.  Bases  of  86  in  date  lightly  though  noticeably 
repunched.  An  historic  artifact  whose  very  e.xistence  is  owed  to  the 
tenacious  nature  of  the  treasure  salvors  who  brought  the  S.S.  Brother 
Jomtiiaii  to  light  late  in  the  20th-century;  prior  to  that  discovery  the 
1865-S  double  eagle  was  a reputable  rarity  within  the  series,  with 
the  few  Uncirculated  specimens  known  having  come  from  a tiny 
hoard  discovered  about  1967  or  so  (per  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia). 
Thanks  to  the  wealth  of  treasure  aboard  the  “Brojo”  (as  this  fabled 
treasure  ship  has  come  to  be  known  in  numismatic  circles),  virtually 
anyone  desiring  a choice  (or  even  gem)  Mint  State  example  of  the 
date  can  now,  with  some  patience,  locate  a splendid  specimen.  In- 
deed, the  present  coin  is  about  as  splendid  as  can  be  found  for  the 
assigned  grade,  and  we  suspect  that  there  will  be  plenty  of  attention 
paid  when  this  beauty  crosses  the  auction  block. 

bnHhcr Jotidtlujn  imrutory  mimher  763. 

From  Bouvrs  and  .\terena's  sale  of  the  S.S.  Brother Jonathan  Treasure 
Coins.  .May  1999,  Part  of  Lot  670. 


Popular  1866-S  No  Motto  $20 


1642  1866-S  No  Motto.  VF-30(NGC).  Medium  honey  gold  with  some 
lustre  and  rose  iridescence  in  the  protected  areas.  Some  prooflike 
reflectivity  is  noted  on  the  reverse.  A much  scarcer  date  than  its 
mintage  of  120,000  pieces  indicates;  this  issue  circulated  heavily  in 
San  Francisco  and  the  surrounding  regions,  and  specimens  available 
today  tend  to  be  Fine  to  VF  or  so. 


1643  1867-S  AU-50  (ICG)  . Warm  honey  gold  with  some  deeper  golden 
toning.  Splashes  of  mint  lustre  grace  the  protected  areas. 


1644  1868-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sparkling  honey  gold  with  generous 
amounts  of  mint  lustre.  Nicely  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing 
for  the  grade. 


1645  1870  AU-53  (PCGS).  Warm  medium  gold  with  some  deeper 
golden  highlights  and  plenty  of  mint  lustre  in  the  recessed  areas.  A 
few  faint  ticks  are  noted,  but  overall  the  coin  presents  a most  pleas- 
ing appearance. 
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1646  Quartette  of  double  eagles  grading  AU-50  (PCGS):  ☆ 1870- 
S.  Lustrous  golden  rose  surfaces  ^ 1871-S.  Pale  gold  with  splashes 
ot  rose  ☆ 1872-S.  Golden  rose  ☆ 1875-S.  Bright  orange  gold  sur- 
fitces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


1647  1871  AU-50  (NGC).  Deep  golden  surfaces  display  splashes  of  rich 
orange  and  a nuance  of  pale  olive.  A fairly  scarce  date,  one  that  saw 
a mintage  of80,120  circulation  strikes.  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  calls  this 
date  both  “very  rare,”  as  well  as  “unobtainable  Uncirculated.”  Sud- 
denly, the  present  attractive  double  eagle  seems  quite  enticing  at 
“just”  AU. 

1648  Pair  of  double  eagles:  'tc  1871-CC  Net  F-15;  sharpness  of  VF- 
30,  cleaned  and  burnished  ☆ 1877-CC  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of 
AU-50,  cleaned.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


1649  1872  AU-58  (NGC)  . Rich  rose-gold  with  intense  lustre  and  some 
prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  protected  areas.  Sharp  and  appealing  for 
the  grade,  certain  to  please  its  next  owner. 

1650  Sextette  of  double  eagles  grading  AU-53  (PCGS):  ☆ 1872  ☆ 
1873  Close  3 ☆ 1874  ☆ 1874-S  ☆ 1875-S  ☆ 1876.  A lustrous  and 
attractive  group.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

Popular  1872-CC  $20 


1651  1872-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Medium  gold  with  deeper  toning  high- 
lights and  some  attractive  lustre  on  both  sides.  A rare  and  popular 
date  that  saw  a mintage  of  26,900  pieces.  At  EF  or  finer,  the  desir- 
ability of  this  date  climbs  precipitously.  For  the  record,  PCGS  has 
certified  just  one  Mint  State  example  of  the  date,  that  “just”  MS- 
60.  A grand  opportunity  in  all  regards. 

PCGS  holder  notes:  “Rainy  Day  Collection.” 


Mint  State  1873  Double  Eagle 

Open  3 Variety 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1652  1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  strong 
underlying  lustre  and  pale  olive  highlights.  A scattering  of  faint  marks 
accounts  for  the  grade,  though  the  present  specimen  is  certainly 
choice  at  this  level.  No  1873  Open  3 double  eagle  has  been  certified 
finer  than  the  present  specimen  by  PCGS. 

Uncirculated  1873  Open  3 $20 


1653  1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Medium  honey  gold  with  a high 
degree  of  pale  rose  iridescence  and  strong  cartwheel  lustre.  A sec- 
ond pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  variety. 

1654  Quintette  of  double  eagles  grading  AU-55  (PCGS):  ☆ 1873 

Open  3 1874-S  1875  1876  1876-S.  A very  attractive  group- 

ing. (Total:  5 pieces) 


1655  1873-S  Open  3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deeply  lustrous  honey  gold  with 
warm  orange  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  Scarcer  than  its  coun- 
terpart with  Clo.se  3 in  date,  and  typically  found  at  VF  to  EF,  with 
AU  and  finer  examples  of  the  date  comparatively  scarce. 
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1656  1874-CCEF-45  (PCGS).  Bright  honey  gold  with  decided  orange 
highlights  and  a wfealth  of  lustre,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A popu- 
lar date  (as  is  just  about  any  issue  from  the  Carson  City  Mint),  and  a 
coin  that  is  certain  to  see  a good  deal  of  bidding  activity. 


1657  1875-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  deeper  orange 
highlights  on  the  high  points.  Plenty  oflustre  can  be  found  on  both 
sides,  and  the  noticeable  circulation  marks  are  at  a definite  mini- 
mum. Another  nice  example  of  double  eagle  coinage  from  Nevada’s 
capital  city  mint,  one  that  is  as  affordable  as  it  is  attractive. 

Popular  1876-CC  $20 


1658  1876-CC  AU-53  (NGC).  Bright  honey  gold  with  extreme  cart- 
wheel lustre  and  decidedly  prooflike  surfaces,  especially  among  the 
recessed  areas  of  the  design.  An  ever  popular  issue  from  the  Carson 
City  Mint  in  the  double  eagle  series;  its  sizable  mintage  of  138,441 
pieces  allows  for  any  interested  collector  at  virtually  any  budget  level 
the  opportunitv’  to  acquire  a specimen. 

1659  1876-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Warm  honey  gold  with  bursts  of  or- 
ange lustre  in  the  protected  areas. 

PCXiS  holder  notes:  "Rainy  Day  Collection.” 

1660  Group  of  double  eagles  grading  AU-55  (PCGS)  ☆ 1876-S  ☆ 
1878-S  ☆ 1879-S  ☆ 1882-S  ☆ 1890  ☆ 1905.  An  attractive  and  lus- 
trous group.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

1661  Octette  of  double  eagles  grading  AU-58  (PCGS):  tir  1877-S. 
Lustrous  ☆ 1881-S.  Lustrous  ☆ 1882-S.  Frosty  lustre  ☆ 1883-S. 
Lustrous  golden  surfaces,  a minute  spot  is  noted  at  the  base  of  1 in 
date  ☆ I884-S.  Mixture  of  yellow  gold  and  golden  orange  ☆ 1885- 


S.  Frosty  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1888-S.  Lustrous  golden  orange  ☆ 1898. 
Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  (Total;  8 pieces) 

1662  Sextette  of  NGC-certified  double  eagles:  ☆ 1878  MS-61  ☆ 
1885-S  MS-61  ☆ 1888  MS-61  ☆ 189()-S  MS-61  ☆ 1892-S  (2).  MS- 
62,  MS-61.  A lustrous  and  attracrive  grouping.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

Low-Mintage  1878-CC  $20 


1663  1878-CC  Net  EF-40  (ANACS);  sharpness  of  AU-50,  scratched. 
Warm  honey  gold  with  generous  amounts  oflustre.  The  scratches 
noted  on  the  holder  are  modest  and  on  another  day  might  not  have 
even  been  mentioned.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of 3, 244  pieces, 
making  for  a desirable  issue  in  any  grade;  one  could  do  far  worse 
than  the  present  specimen  when  acquiring  an  example  of  this  rarity. 

Scarce  1879  Double  Eagle 


1664  1879  MS-62  (NGC).  Satiny  rose-gold  with  a wealth  of  subdued 
underlying  lustre.  A scarce  date  in  Mint  State  despite  a somewhat 
lofty  mintage  for  the  date  of 207,600  circulation  strikes.  Perhaps  it  is 
fitting  to  note  here  in  our  description  that  NGC  has  only  certified 
five  examples  of  this  date  finer  than  the  present  coin,  with  none  of 
those  above  MS-63.  Seemingly,  a “condition  rarity”  that  is 
underappreciated  in  today’s  numismatic  circles. 

NGC  Census:  33;  5 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

The  present  writer  has  the  privilege  anti  oppnrtunity  to  hold  attractive  ex- 
amples ofType  I,  Type  11,  and  Type  111  Liberty  Head  double  eagles  on  the  desk  in 
front  of  him.  There  are  noticeable  differences  between  the  Type  1 and  Type  II 
issues,  though  they  are  fairly  slight  on  the  obverse.  On  the  reverse,  the  most  obvi- 
ous difference  in  style  is,  of  course,  the  addition  of  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  above 
the  eagle’s  head.  As  a consequence,  the  rays  above  the  motto  extend  to  a point  in 
the  field  that  is  considerably  closer  to  the  legend  than  on  the  Type  I pieces.  Per- 
haps the  most  startling  differences  are  seen  when  Type  II  and  Type  III  pieces  are 
compared  side  by  side.  On  the  obverse  of  the  Type  III  Liberty  Head  double  eagle 
style,  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  is  much  taller,  broader,  and  her  neck  is  seemingly 
elongated.  Further,  her  portrait  seems  to  be  left  of  center,  and  the  point  of  her 
coronet  protrudes  boldly  between  stars  6 and  7.  Additional,  the  upper  curl  ot  her 
hair  bun  points  directly  to  star  10,  another  salient  feamrc  that  is  drastically  ditler- 
ent  than  seen  on  the  Type  II  obverse.  Of  course,  other  differences  are  to  be  seen  in 
all  three  types;  perhaps  the  photos  in  this  very  catalogue  wall  sulTice  tvs  show  inter- 
ested parties  just  what  those  other  difierences  are. 
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Key  Date  1879-CC  $20 


1665  1879-CC  AU-55  (SEGS).  A highly  lustrous  honey  gold  specimen 
with  much  mint  brilliance,  especially  in  the  protected  design  areas. 
From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  10,708  pieces  and  long  regarded  as  a 
key  date  in  the  double  eagle  series.  A few  faint  marks  and  hairlines 
are  noted,  although  the  overall  appeal  easily  matches  the  assigned 
grade.  Holder  marked  “Ex  H.  Bass,”  though  the  present  writer  can 
not  match  it  to  either  of  the  illustrated  examples  of  the  date  (Bass 
Part  II,  Lot  1874;  Bass  Part  IV,  Lot  915)  offered  in  those  sales.  Re- 
gardless of  that,  it  is  a pleasing  1879-CC  double  eagle  overall. 

Famous  1879-0  $20  Rarity 


1666  1879-0  Net  EF-45  (ANACS);  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned. 
Medium  ohve-gold  with  generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre.  Although 
“cleaned”  is  noted  on  the  holder,  the  end  result  is  a pleasing  coin 
with  some  scattered  hairlines,  but  without  heavy  or  abrasive  rub. 
From  a remarkably  low  mintage  of  2,325  pieces,  and  always  desir- 
able in  all  grades.  The  1879-0  double  eagle  is  the  first  date  of  the 
denomination  struck  in  New  Orleans  after  the  Confederate  States 
takeover  of  that  mint  in  1861.  Further,just  the  1856-0  double  eagle 
rarity  has  a lower  mintage  among  double  eagles  struck  at  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  A greatly  prized  rarity.  Take  a careful  look  at  the 
present  coin,  for  you  maybe  pleasantly  satisfied.  We  suspect  a round 
of  strong  bidding  will  be  the  order  of  the  day  when  this  greatly  prized 
rarity  crosses  the  auction  block. 


Uncirculated  1881  $20  Rarity 

Low-Mintage  Key  Date 

The  Only  Mint  State  Example  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


1667  1881  MS-60  (PCGS).  Deep  honey  gold  with  strong  underlying 
lustre.  Splashes  of  pale  rose  iridescence  add  to  the  overall  appeal. 
Typical  surfaces  for  the  grade,  with  scattered  marks  on  both  sides. 
However,  the  lustre  is  unbroken  on  the  high  points,  and  the  Mint 
State  designation  is  completely  appropriate.  From  a small  circula- 
tion strike  mintage  for  the  date  of  just  2,200  specimens,  of  which 
the  present  coin  is  the  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  We  suspect  that  most 
interested  double  eagle  specialists  will  be  in  active  pursuit  of  this 
rarity  when  it  crosses  the  auction  block,  for  where  else  are  they  apt 
to  find  an  Uncirculated  example  of  the  date?  NGC  has  certified 
none  higher  than  AU-58  and  only  this  coin  has  been  deemed  Mint 
State  of  the  19  examples  PCGS  has  graded  in  the  last  17  years.  Please 
bid  accordingly! 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 
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Lustrous  1882-CC  $20 


1668  1882-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  satiny  honey  gold  with  strong 
mint  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas.  The  reverse  field  is  chiefly 
prootlike,  and  the  overall  appeal  is  that  of  a significantly  finer  grade. 


1669  1883-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  deeper  high- 
lights on  the  high  points.  A few  faint  marks  are  noted,  none  of  them 
overly  obtrusive.  The  reverse  is  somewhat  prooflike,  and  adds  con- 
siderably to  the  overall  appeal. 

Lustrous  1884-CC  Double  Eagle 


1670  1884-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  honey  gold  with  distinctive  olive 
highlights  and  strong  cartwheel  lustre.  Sharp  and  choice  for  the  grade. 

1671  Quintette  ofPCGS-certified  double  eagles:  ☆ 1884-S  MS-61. 
Subdued  golden  surfaces  with  splashes  of  rose  ☆ 1887-S  MS-61. 
Lustrous  and  attractive  ☆ 1891 -S  MS-62.  Frosty  lustre  ☆ 1896-S 
MS-62.  Lustrous  ☆ 1899  MS-63.  Lustrous.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


1885-CC  $20  Rarity 


1672  1885-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Satiny  olive-gold  with  strong  lustre  and 
much  mint  brilliance,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A pleasing  example 
of  this  scarce  date,  one  ofjust  9,450  double  eagles  of  the  date  pro- 
duced at  Carson  City.  Always  desirable,  especially  so  in  problem- 
free  AU  such  as  offered  here. 


Rare  1888  $20  Gold 

Dramatic  Doubled  Die 


1673  1888  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleasing  honey  yel- 
low gold  with  good  lustre  remaining.  Minimal  contact  marks  and 
very  satisfying  for  the  grade.  Struck  from  a dramatically  doubled 
reverse  die,  apparently  quite  rare,  first  discovered  by  our  own  Beth 
Piper  when  working  on  the  Harry  W.  Bass  Collection,  Part  IV. 
Strong  doubling  is  visible  on  most  of  the  reverse  legend,  as  well  as  E 
PLURIBUS  UNUM,  and  the  arrowheads  and  shafts.  An  interest- 
ing, and  likely  underappreciated,  double  eagle  rarity. 


AMEILICAN  NUMISMATIC  PARITIES 


The  Classics  Sale 


2H7 


Popular  1889-CC  $20 


1674  1889-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  strong 
eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  A popular  date,  one  that  is  often 
selected  for  inclusion  in  Carson  City  Mint  gold  type  sets. 

Choice  Mint  State  1889-S  $20 


1675  1889-S  MS-63  (ICG).  Sparkling,  satiny  honey  gold  surfaces  dis- 
play a nuance  of  pale  olive  iridescence.  Strong  underlying  lustre 
bolsters  the  overall  appeal  of  this  attractive  Mint  State  double  eagle. 


1676  1890  MS-62  (NGC).  A satiny  beauty  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre 
and  rich  honey  gold  surfaces.  Decidedly  choice  for  the  grade;  if  not 
for  a few  faint,  light  blemishes  in  the  field  behind  Miss  Liberty’s 
neck,  the  present  specimen  would  undoubtedly  have  been  called 
MS-64  or  even  finer! 


1677  1890-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  honey  gold  with  strong  mint 
brilliance  in  the  protected  areas.  A pleasing  coin  that  seemingly  ex- 
ceeds the  visual  and  physical  requirements  for  the  assigned  grade . 


1891  Double  Eagle  Rarity 

Mintage:  1,390 


(2x  photo) 

1678  1891  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  honey  gold  specimen  with  strong 
lustre  and  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Nicely  struck  and  de- 
void of  all  but  some  faint,  trivial  marks.  A greatly  prized  rarity  within 
the  series,  one  ofjust  1,390  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced. 
Of  those,  perhaps  fewer  than  100  specimens  can  be  traced  today  in 
all  tirades,  many  of  which  were  brought  back  from  Europe  beginning 
in  the  1950s,  and  are  typically  graded  EF  to  AU.  Indeed,  NGC  has 
certified  just  two  examples  of  the  issue  in  finer  grades  than  that 
represented  here,  the  finest  “just”  MS-61.  Indeed,  for  all  intents 
and  purposes.  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date  are  essentially  un- 
available to  today's  collecting  pubhe.  Devoid  of  serious  marks,  and 
worthy  of  serious  bidding  pursuit. 

NGC  Census:  19;  2 finer  (MS-61  finest). 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  lUKRITIES 
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Important  1891-CC  $20  Rarity 


1680  1892  AU-58  (NGC).  Bright  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and  gen- 
erous areas  of  prooflike  surface  in  the  fields.  A scarce  date  in  all 
grades,  with  the  AU  and  Mint  State  specimens  known  to  today’s 
collecting  community  mostly  available  due  to  overseas  bank  hoards. 
Choice  for  the  grade,  and  worthy  of  serious  bidder  consideration. 

Lustrous  1892-CC  $20 


1681  1892-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with 

rich  orange  iridescence  and  some  prooflike  reflectivity  on  both  sides. 
A few  faint  marks  are  noted,  none  of  them  worthy  of  individual 
mention.  From  a modest  mintage  for  the  date  of  27,265  pieces. 


1682  Pair  of  San  Francisco  double  eagles  grading  MS-62:  ☆ 1892-S 
(NGC)  ☆ 1898-S  (PCGS).  Both  are  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total: 
2 pieces) 

Uncirculated  1893  $20 


1684  1893-CC  AU-58  (NGC),  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with 
strong  yellow  iridescence.  A lovely  example  for  the  grade,  one  of 
18,402  double  eagles  struck  during  the  terminal  year  of  Carson  City 
Mint  coinage  operations. 

1685  Half  dozen  NGC-certified  double  eagles:  ☆ 1893-S  MS-62  ☆ 
1894  MS-60  ☆ 1895-S  MS-62  ☆ 1898-S  MS-62  ☆ 1900-S  MS-62 
☆ 1901  MS-63.  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

Choice  Uncirculated  1894-S  $20 


1686  1894-S  MS-63  (ICG),  A bright  and  lustrous  specimen  with  de- 
cided olive  highlights  on  frosty,  satiny  surfaces. 


1679  1891-CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sparkling  honey  gold  with  attractive 
rose  iridescence.  Strong  lustre  graces  the  surfaces  of  this  popular 
rarity.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  just  5,000  pieces,  the  lowest 
mintage  for  a Carson  City  double  eagle  in  the  later  reach  of  the 
series,  1889  to  1893.  Indeed,  so  few  examples  of  this  issue  are  still 
around  that  in  1982,  David  W.  Akers  did  not  need  more  than  one 
page  to  list  auction  appearances  for  this  date  in  his  reference  on  the 
subject.  Always  desirable,  especially  when  so  lovely  in  overall  ap- 
pearance. We  suspect  strong  bidding  excitement  will  be  the  order  of 
the  day  when  this  rare  and  important  branch  inint  issue  crosses  the 
auction  block. 


Lustrous  1892  Double  Eagle 


1683  1893  MS-63  (ICG).  Frosty  honey  gold  centers  give  way  to  olive 
toning  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing  for  the 
grade. 


Swan  Song  1893-CC  $20 
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1687  1895  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  distinctive 
olive  highlights.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  and  grade  combina- 
tion. 


1688  Trio  of  double  eagles  grading  MS~62  (NGC):  ☆ 1895  ☆ 1901 
☆ 1904.  Each  is  lustrous  with  traces  of  delicate  toning.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


1689  1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Subdued  cartwheel  lustre  on  frosty  olive- 
gold  surfaces. 


1690  1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and  a 
nuance  of  pale  olive  iridescence. 


1691  1899  MS-64  (NGC).  A bright  and  lustrous  specimen  with  frosty 
motifs  and  satiny,  nearly  mirrorlikc  fields.  Choice  for  the  grade. 


1692  1899  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 
lively  rose  highlights. 

1693  Quintette  of  PCGS-certified  Liberty  double  eagles:  ☆ 1900 
MS-63  ☆ 1901-S  MS-62  ☆ 1902-S  MS-62  ☆ 1906-D  MS-62  ☆ 
1907  MS-63.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

1694  Quartette  of  double  eagles  grading  MS-62:  ☆ 1900  (NGC)  ☆ 
1900-S  (PCGS)  ☆ 1901-S  (PCGS)  ☆ 1902-S  (NGC).  All  arc  lus- 
trous with  attractive  surfaces,  a few  with  delicate  toning  mostly  at 
the  peripheries.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


1695  1902  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rich  honey  gold  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre  and  a hint  of  pale  olive  iridescence.  Sharp  and  attractive,  much 
finer  than  the  assigned  grade  implies,  at  least  to  the  present  writer. 
From  a modest  mintage  for  a 20th-century  Liberty  double  eagle  of 
just  31,140  circulation  strikes,  and  always  eagerly  sought. 


1696  1903-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  medium  gold  surfaces 
display  warm  rose  iridescence  on  both  sides.  An  attractive  example 
of  a popular  branch  mint  issue. 

1697  Trio  of  San  Francisco  double  eagles  grading  MS-62  (PCGS): 

☆ 1903-S.  Attractive  w'ith  olive-gold  at  the  peripheries  and  hints  of 
red-gold  at  the  obverse  devices  ☆ 1904-S.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 
1907-S.  Lustrous  golden  orange  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES- 
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Gem  Mint  State  1904  $20 


1698  1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  A wealth  ofimpressivc  lustre  glides  warmly 
across  satiny,  essentially  flawless  surfaces.  A beautiful  gem  in  all  re- 
gards. 


1699  1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Choice  honey  gold  surfaces  radiate  intense 
caruv'heel  lustre.  An  appealing  coin  in  all  regards. 


1700  1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  specimen  with  strong  lustre  and  a 
wealth  of  rose  iridescence,  a coin  that  readily  approaches  the  gem 
classification. 


1702  1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  deep  gold  with  strong  cartwheel 
lustre. 


1703  1904  MS-63  (NGC).  A beautiful  coin  for  the  grade.  A grand  mea- 
sure of  strong  cartwheel  lustre  graces  satiny  honey  gold  surfaces. 
What  all  MS-63  double  eagles  should  look  hke! 


1704  1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delightful  cartwheel  lustre  radiates 
warmly  beneath  pale  olive  and  rose  toning  highlights. 


Scarce  Uncirculated  1905  Double  Eagle 


1701  1904  MS-64  (NGC).  A sparkling  beauty  that  comes  oh-so-close 

to  gem.  Bright  honey  gold  with  intensely  attractive  surfaces;  we  call 
the  reverse  MS-65  without  hesitation! 


1705  1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  A wealth  of  attractive  olive  iridescence 
graces  satiny,  lustrous  medium  gold  surfaces.  One  of  just  58,919 
circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced,  the  second  lowest  circula- 
tion strike  production  figure  of  any  20th-century  Liberty  Head 
double  eagle.  A notable  and  desirable  rarity  at  MS-63  or  finer;  the 
present  coin  must  certainly  be  rated  “MS-62+”  for  it  comes  that 
close  to  a finer  grade. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1906-S  $20 


1710  1906-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bold  and  bright  honey  gold  with  intense 
cartwheel  lustre  and  a nuance  of  pale  rose  iridescence.  Sharp  and 
appealing  for  the  assigned  grade. 


1706  1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Radiant  cartwheel  lustre  graces  satiny  ol- 
ive-gold surfaces.  Some  faint  obverse  marks  account  for  the  grade; 
the  reverse  is  considerably  finer  than  MS-62  implies. 


Choice  Mint  State  1905-S  $20 


1707  1905-S  MS-63  (ICG).  A frosty,  satiny  specimen  with  strong  eye 
appeal  for  the  given  grade.  Medium  honey  gold  with  warm  rose 
highlights. 

1708  Trio  ofLiberty  double  eagles  grading  MS-62  (NGC):  ☆ 1905- 
S ☆ 1906-S  ☆ 1907.  Each  with  lustrous  and  attractive  surfaces  and 
just  a whisper  of  delicate  toning.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

Choice  Uncirculated  1906  $20 


1709  1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  warm  olive  irides- 
cence and  strong  underlying  lustre  on  both  sides.  Another  low-mint- 
age Liberty  Head  double  eagle,  and  essentially  as  rare  as  its  1902  and 
1905  counterparts  in  MS-63  or  finer.  A nice  opportunity  for  an 
alert  Liberty  Head  double  eagle  enthusiast. 


1712  1907-S  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Warm,  deep  honey  gold  with 
distinctive  olive  highlights  and  broadly  sweeping  underlying  cart- 
wheel lustre. 


1711  1907-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  cascades  grace- 
frilly  on  bright,  pale  honey  gold  surfaces.  A popular  branch  mint 
issue  from  the  final  year  ofLiberty  double  eagle  coinage. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1907-S  $20 
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Choice  Mint  State  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 

Vi'ire  Rim  Variety 


(2x  photo) 

1713  (MCMVII)  1907  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
satiny,  lustrous  example  of  this  classic  rarity,  with  warm  golden  high- 
lights on  medium  yellow  gold  surfaces.  The  toning  on  this  attrac- 
tive choice  Mint  State  specimen  is  such  that  the  high  relief  details 
are  seemingly  chiseled  from  satiny  gold.  Truly  an  outstanding  ex- 
ample ot  this  issue,  one  that  is  regarded  in  mainstream  U.S.  numis- 
matics as  perhaps  the  finest  of  all  U.S.  coinage  designs  ever  con- 
ceived and  produced.  Exceptional  and  eye  appeal  and  quality  for  the 
grade. 

The  MCMVII  High  Relief 

Although  known  as  the  “Rough  Rider  President,”  Theodore  Roosevelt  was 
perhaps  the  greatest  patron  of  the  arts  to  occupy  the  E.\ecutive  Mansion  since 
Thomas  JelTerson.  A scholar,  adventurer,  and  winner  of  the  Congressional  Medal 
ol  Honor,  Rixisevelt  took  seriously  his  opportunity  to  leave  a mark  upon  the 
American  presidency  and  the  nation  m every  way,  from  such  grand  objects  as  the 
military  to  more  ordinary  considerations  such  as  the  nation's  coinage.  He  famously 
proclaimed,  "We  must  show,  not  merely  in  great  crises,  but  in  the  everyday  affairs 
of  life,  the  qualities  of  practical  intelligence,  of  courage,  of  hardihood,  and  endur- 
ance. and  above  all  the  ptiwer  of  devotion  to  a lofty  ideal.”  With  the  “American 
century”  opening  before  him,  Roosevelt  enlisted  one  of  the  great  sculptors  of  the 
era  to  create  a coinage  for  everyday  use  “worthy  of  a civilized  people,”  as  Roosevelt 
said,  "which  is  not  true  of  our  present  coins."  His  idealism  would  be  well  re- 
warded with  one  ol  the  most  beloved  coin  designs  ever  created,  authored  by 
Augustus  Saint-Caudens. 


Rising  to  the  Presidency  in  1901  upon  the  assassination  of  William  McKinley, 
Roosevelt  first  became  acquainted  with  Saint-Ciaudens  when  he  deliberately  chose  the 
sculptor  to  design  Roosevelt's  inaugural  medal  of  1905.  The  medal  was  unlike  its  pre- 
decessors, and  Roosevelt  identified  Saint-Oaudens  as  the  man  to  redesign  the  entire 
realm  of  American  coinage  in  an  effort  to  repbee  the  banal  designs  by  Charies  barber 
and  George  Morgan.  The  generally  uninspired  designs  had  much  in  common  with 
contemporary  coins  from  France — Roosevelt  had  a different  vision  for  his  nation. 

“1  want  to  make  a suggestion,”  Roosevelt  wrote  to  Saint-Gaudens  in  1905,  as  the 
New  Hampshire-based  artist  was  employed  on  new  designs.  “1  was  looking  at  some 
gold  coins  of  Alexander  the  Great  today,  and  1 was  struck  by  their  high  relief  Would 
not  it  be  well  to  have  our  coins  in  high  relief  and  also  to  have  the  rims  raised?”  Roosevelt 
asked  eaniesdy.  Saint-Gaudens  knew  he  had  an  ally — an  especially  high  ranking  ally — 
tor  his  own  vision,  and  responded  to  Roosevelt  with  a tone  of  friendly  approval:  “You 
have  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  with  regard  to  the  coinage.”  Saint-Gaudens  continued  his 
encouraging  tone,  but  with  a note  of  caution.  “Perhaps  an  inquiry  from  you  would  not 
receive  the  anugonistic  reply  from  those  who  have  the  say  in  such  matters  that  would 
certainly  be  made  to  me.”  Saint-Gaudens  was  referring  to  a 15-year-old  rivalry  be- 
tween himself  and  the  insolent  Mint  Engraver  Charles  Barber,  whose  inflexibility  and 
self-centeredness  were  well  known. 

In  Saint-Gaudens'  words,  he  envisioned  “some  kind  of  a (possibly  winged)  fig- 
ure of  Liberty  striding  forward  as  if  on  a mountain  top  ...  in  hand  perhaps  a flaming 
torch,  the  drapery  would  be  flowing  in  the  breeze.  My  idea  is  to  make  it  a living  thing 
and  typical  of  progress.”  His  artistic  conception  of  Liberty  was  ideal  to  Roosevelt — 
“it  would  be  beautiful”  the  President  wrote  back,  and  informed  the  sculptor  that  he 
had  “summoned  all  the  mint  people,  and  1 am  going  to  see  if  1 cannot  persuade  them 
that  coins  of  the  Grecian  type  but  with  raised  rims  will  meet  the  conunercial  needs  of 
the  day.”  He  correctly  anticipated  the  opposition  that  would  accompany  the  designs. 

Roosevelt  met  with  Leslie  M.  Shaw,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  last 
days  of  1905  to  discuss  what  he  called  his  “pet  baby” — the  ideas  of  design  change  and 
a high  relief  gold  coin  (the  $20  denomination  was  not  yet  decided  upon).  The  Presi- 
dent recounted  the  meeting  in  ajanuary  1906  letter  to  Saint-Gaudens,  saying,  “Shaw 
was  really  very  nice  about  it.  Of  course  he  thinks  1 am  a mere  crack-brained  lunatic 
on  the  subject.”  By  early  1906,  Saint-Gaudens  was  well  into  the  modeling  phase  of 
the  new  designs,  but  his  health  was  deteriorating.  Roosevelt's  enthusiasm  for  the 
project  continued  unabated,  but  Saint-Gaudens’  progress  was  slow  indeed.  The  sculp- 
tor was  in  and  out  of  a doctor’s  direct  care  and  had  to  turn  much  of  the  responsibility 
for  the  project  over  to  his  assistant,  Henry  Hering.  Saint-Gaudens'  humor  remained 
though — he  told  Roosevelt  via  letter  in  May  1906  that  “if  you  succeed  in  getting  the 
best  of  the  polite  Mr.  Barber  down  there,  you  will  have  done  a greater  work  than 
putting  through  your  Panama  Canal.” 

Mr.  Barber  had  reason  to  be  displeased,  of  course,  as  the  Mint  did  not  tradition- 
ally use  outside  help  and  he  took  Roosevelt’s  choice  of  Saint-Gaudens  as  an  affront  to 
his  own  talents  and  the  grandeur  of  his  position  as  chief  engraver.  So  he  became  an 
obstructionist  to  the  plan,  even  going  so  far  as  to  design  his  own  double  eagle  patterns 
in  1906,  now  known  as  judd-1773.  Henry  Hering  had  the  unenviable  job  of  inter- 
acting with  Barber  on  the  issue,  even  as  Roosevelt  and  Saint-Gaudens  continued 
their  brainstorming  and  exchange  of  witticisms.  In  early  1907,  after  Hering’s  careful 
shepherding  of  Saint-Gaudens’  models  through  the  reducing  and  die-sinking  phases, 
a tiny  number  of  what  are  now  called  “Extremely  High  Relief  MCMVII  double 
eagles  were  struck.  Nine  separate  impressions  were  required  to  raise  the  designs  fully, 
and  the  coins  were  utterly  unusable  as  money.  But  as  art  objects  they  passed  with 
flying  colors. 

The  High  Relief  MCMVII  represents  something  of  an  attempt  at  compromise. 
With  the  relief  reduced  somewhat,  Hering  prepared  new  models  that  he  believed 
would  satisfy  the  continuous  complaints  of  Barber  that  the  coins  could  not  be  struck 
under  normal  conditions,  would  not  stack,  and  other  issues  that  bespoke  small-minded 
petulance.  “It  is  not  in  any  sense  the  fault  of  this  department  that  the  dies  are  not 
ready,”  wrote  a defensive  Barber  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Mint.  Saint-Gaudens 
died  in  New  Hampshire  in  August  1907.  He  would  never  see  one  of  the  MCMVII 
double  eagles  in  circulation,  but  Henry  Hering  stood  by  his  ntission  of  seeing  the 
design  through  to  completion. 

The  Mint  coined  1 1,250  pieces  in  high  relief  even  though  the  detailed  dies  still 
required  three  separate  blows  on  a special  hydraulic  press  to  bring  up  all  the  intrica- 
cies. These  pieces  were  struck,  by  direct  order  of  the  President,  even  as  Barber  had 
his  plate  full  with  creating  hubs  and  dies  for  the  lower  relief  1907  Arabic  date  coins.  A 
November  22  order  for  6,000  double  eagles  struck  with  high  relief  was  satisfied,  and 
the  coins  were  issued  for  conunerce  in  December.  Immediately,  and  perhaps  predict- 
ably, bankers  complained  about  the  inabihty  of  the  wirc-rim  coins  to  stack.  With 
slight  modification  to  the  design,  flat  rim  pieces  were  created  that  stacked  better: 
Barber  pompously  proclaimed  that  “they  are  so  well  made  that  1 fear  the  IVcsulcnt 
may  demand  the  continuance  of  this  particular  coin,  and  while  the  effect  of  the  null 
IS  gocxl  It  does  not  increase  the  output.”  Roosevelt  loved  the  newly  cteatcsl  pieves 
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struck  in  Ingh  relief  and  distributed  them  with  pride  to  friends.  In  one  letter  that 
accompanied  a brand  new  high  relief  MCMVIl  double  eagle,  the  President  pro- 
claimed it  to  be  ‘‘the  best  coin  that  has  been  struck  for  2,000  years.”  Chief  En- 
graver Barber,  ot  course,  disagreed,  and  laid  low  the  triumphant  relieffor  the  regu- 
lar issues  that  Hering  believed  were  a disgrace  to  Saint-Caudens'  memory. 

Since  their  initial  coinage  the  High  Relief  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles  have 
been  among  the  most  desirable  of  United  States  coins,  trading  for  a premium  nearly 
as  soon  as  they  were  released  to  coin  collectors,  who  correctly  predicted  the  classic 
nature  of  the  designs.  Their  designs  were  chosen  with  deliberation  and  care,  the 
joint  project  of  an  artist  and  statesmen  to  produce  a majestic  piece  of  gold  currency 
that  would  say  more  about  the  nation  that  issued  them  than  any  coin  previously 
struck  at  the  U.S.  Mint.  Today  the  pieces  are  still  scarce  and  highly  desired,  with 
many  pieces  suffering  at  the  hands  of  non-collectors  who  proudly  handled,  pol- 
ished, and  carried  their  prized  double  eagles  to  the  detriment  of  the  com  itself  But 
any  specimen,  whether  flawless  or  a pocket  piece  can  still  be  an  object  of  pride 
today— just  as  they  were  in  1907  when  Roosevelt  predicted  he  would  be  impeached 
for  his  “pet-crime”  but  called  that  “a  very  cheap  payment!”  for  his  involvement  in 
the  finest  design  in  history  of  American  coining  art. 


the  present  coin  being  much  finer  than  the  assigned  grade  indicato, 
especially  in  terms  of  overall  visual  appeal,  Another  grand  opportu- 
nity to  add  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  design  types  in  American 
numismatics  to  your  collection. 


Lustrous  MCMVIl  High  Relief  $20 

Wire  Rim  Variety 


Pleasing  MCMVIl  High  Relief  $20 

Wire  Rim  Variety 


1715  (MCMVIl)  1907  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  AU-58  (NGC).  A 

brightly  blazing  yellow  gold  specimen  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre 
and  all  the  charm  generally  associated  with  the  issue  and  the  as- 
signed grade.  In  short,  another  fine  example  of  this  highly  desirable 
issue. 


Popular  MCMVIl  High  Relief  $20 


Wire  Rim  Variety 


1716  MCMVIl  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleas- 
ing, lustrous  deep  yellow  gold  with  strong  orange  highlights  in  the 
protected  design  areas.  A gorgeous  example  of  the  issue  and  assigned 
grade,  devoid  of  unsightly  marks  and  choice  as  such.  Attractive  ex- 
amples of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens’  MCMVIl  High  Rehef  double 
eagle  design  are  always  in  great  demand  regardless  of  grade;  from 
well-circulated  pieces  at  just  Fine  or  so  all  the  way  up  to  gems,  the 
demand  for  and  desirability  of  this  issue  never  ceases!  We  suspect 
that  strong  bidding  activity  will  reflect  this  when  the  present  coin 
comes  to  the  fore  in  the  present  sale. 


(2x  photo) 

1714  (MCMVIl)  1907  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-62  (PCGS) . Sat- 
iny ohve-gold  with  bursts  of  strong  lustre  m the  protected  design 
areas.  A choice  and  pleasing  example  of  this  ever-popular  design, 
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A Final  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 

Flat  Rim  Variety 


1717  (MCMVII)  1907  High  Relief,  Flat  Rim.  AU-50  (NGC).  Warm 
honey  gold  with  some  strong  mint  lustre  left  in  the  recessed  areas  of 
the  design.  Somewhat  worn  on  the  high  points,  as  can  be  expected 
trom  the  grade  as  can  be  expected  from  a circulated  example  of  this 
rarity,  but  devoid  of  major  marks  and  quite  pleasing  overall  for  the 
assigned  grade. 

Frosty  Gem  Uncirculated  1907  $20 

Saint-Gaudens,  Arabic  Numerals 


1718  1907  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  of 
the  finest  order.  A high  degree  of  lustre  graces  the  medium  gold 
surfaces,  with  splashes  ot  attractive  orange  and  rose  iridescence 
heightening  the  overall  appeal.  Gem  quality’,  and  worthy  of  strong 
bidding  pursuit. 


1719  1907  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous 
honey  gold  with  some  deeper  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas.  The 
popular  "Arabic  Numerals”  t\pe. 

1720  Quartette  of  NGC-certified  Mint  State  double  eagles:  ☆ 1907 
Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-62  ☆ 1911  MS-61  ☆ 1914 
M.S-62  ☆ 1915  MS-62.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive,  a very  well 
matched  group.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


1721  1908  No  Motto.  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  golden  gem  example  of 

the  issue,  struck  before  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  added  to  the 
reverse  design  later  in  1908.  Highly  lustrous  and  every  bit  the  gem 
the  holder  proclaims. 


1722  1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  and  frosty  speci- 
men with  some  deeper  golden  toning  on  the  high  points.  Choice 
for  the  grade. 

1723  Selection  of  Mint  State  double  eagles:  ☆ 1908  No  Motto.  MS- 
64  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  ☆ 1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1908  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty 
lustre  a 1908-D  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  ☆ 1910-D 
MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  orange  surfaces  ☆ 1912  MS-61 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  H 1922  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  yellow 
with  splashes  of  orange.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

Lustrous  1908-S  $20 


1724  1908-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  honey  gold  with  strong 
yellow  iridescence  in  the  protected  areas.  Thoroughly  attractive  for 
the  assigned  grade. 

1725  Trio  of  double  eagles  grading  AU-58:  ☆ 1909/8  (PCGS).  Lus- 
trous orange  gold  surfaces  ☆ 1909  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1913 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1909  Double  Eagle 


1727  1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  some  warm 
olive  highlights.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  in  grade  combina- 
tion. 

Choice  Uncirculated  1909-D  $20  Rarity 


1728  1909-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  a 
sprightly  array  of  rich  orange  iridescence  at  the  rims,  especially  on 
the  reverse.  One  of  only  52,500  examples  of  the  date  struck,  one  of 
the  lowest  regular-issue  mintage  figures  of  the  entire  Saint-Gaud- 
ens  double  eagle  design  type.  A splendid  coin  for  the  assigned  grade, 
one  with  extraordinary  eye  appeal  and  overall  quality  that  bespeak  a 
finer  grade. 

1729  Quintette  of  double  eagles  grading  MS-63  (NGC):  Tir  1909-S 
☆ 1910  ☆ 1910-S  ☆ 191 1-S  ☆ 1913-D.  A lustrous  and  attractive 
group.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


1730  1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny,  lustrous  rose-gold  surfaces.  Excep- 
tionally choice  for  the  grade  both  physically  and  visually. 


1732  1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Incredibly  bright  cartwheel  lustre  performs 
a fiery  dance  on  the  bright  honey  gold  surfaces  of  this  electrifying 
double  eagle.  The  eye  appeal  bespeaks  a much  finer  grade,  and  bea- 
cons immediately  to  interested  bidders. 


1733  1911-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Warm  honey  gold  with  strong  underlying 
lustre  and  pale  olive  highlights.  A pleasing  gem. 


1726  1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  warms  the  honey 
gold  surfaces  of  this  choice  Uncirculated  double  eagle.  A fairly  scarce 
date  in  choice  Mint  State  or  finer,  this  despite  a somewhat  modest 
circulation  strike  mintage  for  the  date  of  161,215  pieces. 


Another  Choice  1909  $20 


1731  1910-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warm  rose  gold  surfaces  display  bright 
yellow  iridescence  at  the  rims  and  strong  cartwheel  lustre  on  both 
sides. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1911  $20 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  lEARITIES 


I f IE  Ci.Assic:s  Sale 


1734  1911-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A satiny,  matte-like  honey  gold  specimen 
with  strong  lustre  and  a nuance  of  pale  olive  iridescence.  Absolutely 
choice  for  the  grade. 

Gem  Mint  State  1913-D  $20 


1736  1913-S  MS-64  (NGC).  An  intense  degree  of  cartwheel  lustre  ra- 
diates on  pale  rose-gold  surfaces.  Areas  of  bright  yellow  irides- 
cence and  a hint  of  olive  can  be  seen,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Just 
34,000  examples  of  the  date  were  struck;  only  the  MCMVll  High 
Relief  and  1908-S  double  eagle  issues  have  smaller  mintage  fig- 
ures than  the  present  date.  Fewer  than  10  examples  of  the  date 
have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  coin  by  NGC;  we  sus- 
pect most  of  that  small  number  may  already  be  ensconced  in  ad- 
vanced double  eagle  collections,  making  the  present  choice  MS- 
64  specimen  all  the  more  desirable. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1913-S  $20 


1737  1913-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  E.xplosive  cartwheel  lustre  graces  the  deep 
golden  surfaces  of  this  attractive  choice  Mint  State  double  eagle. 
Absolutely  choice  for  the  assigned  grade. 

Choice  Mint  State  1913-S  $20 


1738  1913-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Extraordinarily  bright  cartwheel  lustre 
graces  the  honey  gold  surfaces  of  this  attractive  coin.  A lovely  coin 
that  bespeaks  a finer  grade. 


1739  1914  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  honey  gold  with  warm  or- 
ange highlights.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

1740  Sextette  of  NGC-certified  double  eagles:  ☆ 1914-D  MS-64  ☆ 
1914-S  MS-63  ☆ 1915-S  MS-63  ☆ 1916-S  MS-63  ☆ 1922  MS-63 

☆ 1923  MS-63.  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  lovely  golden 
rose  surfaces.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

1741  Quintette  of  NGC-certified  double  eagles:  ☆ 1915-S  MS-63 

☆ 1920  MS-63  ☆ 1922  MS-63  ☆ 1923  MS-64  ☆ 1927  MS-64.  AU 
are  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


1735  1913-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid  gem  in  all  respects.  The  lustre  is 
strong  and  unbroken,  the  surfaces  are  frosty  and  virtually  mark  free, 
and  the  appeal  is  extraordinary.  Throw  in  a dash  here  and  there  of 
pale  olive  iridescence,  and  the  exemplary  nature  of  this  beautiful  coin 
becomes  even  more  apparent.  Nearly  10  dozen  examples  of  the  date 
have  received  the  MS-65  grade  from  NGC,  but  just  four  specimens 
have  been  graded  finer,  all  of  those  MS-66.  Absolutely  choice. 

NGC  Census:  118;  4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Choice  Mint  State  1913-S  $20 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1916-S  Double  Eagle 


1742  1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A beautiful  coin,  one  that  displays  glori- 
ous, radiant  cartwheel  lustre  on  satin  honey  gold  surfaces.  Pale  rose 
and  olive  highlights  blend  wannly  and  add  appreciably  to  the  overall 
appeal  of  the  present  gem  coin. 


1743  1920  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  honey  gold  with  pale  rose  and  olive 
highhghts.  Choice  for  the  grade. 


Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1923-D  $20 


1746  1923-D  MS-66  (NGC).  A superlative  gem  in  all  regards!  The 
satiny  pale  rose  surfaces  display  strong  lustre  and  a grand  dose  of 
eye  appeal  that  is  easily  commensurate  with  the  grade.  This  is  gem 
quality! 


1747  1923-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A frosty,  satiny  golden  gem  with  strong 
cartwheel  lustre  and  pale  olive  iridescence. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1922  Double  Eagle 


Satiny  Gem  1924  $20 


1744  1922  MS-65  (PCGS) . Warm  honey  gold  displays  intense  cartwheel  1748 

lustre  that  is  tempered  with  even,  pale  splashes  of  rose  and  olive.  Just 
four  examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  122;  4 finer  (MS-66). 


Choice  Uncirculated  1922-S  $20 


1749  1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  golden  surfaces  display  a high  degree 
of  lustre  and  some  pale  olive  and  rose  iridescence. 


1745 


1922-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A high  degree  of  lustre  graces  satiny,  frosty 
medium  gold  surfaces.  Pale  olive  highhghts  heighten  the  overall 
appeal  of  this  popular  branch  mint  issue. 


1924  MS-66  (NGC).  A broad  swath  of  intense  cartwheel  lustre 
graces  the  rich  honey  gold  surfaces  of  this  undeniably  beautiful  gem. 
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1751 


1752 


1753 


Gem  Uncirculated  1924  $20 


1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and  a 
nuance  of  pale  rose  iridescence. 


Elusive  1924-D  $20 


1924-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  strong  lustre  and 
a wealth  of  pale  ohve  iridescence.  An  attractive  coin  for  the  assigned 
grade,  one  that  comes  oh-so-close  to  a finer  grade  designation.  Scarce 
and  desirable  in  Mint  State  grades,  despite  a lofty  mintage  for  the 
date  of  nearly  3.1  million  coins.  Undoubtedly  much  of  that  ntintage 
was  melted  after  F.D.R.’s  Presidential  Order  6260  ot  March  1933. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1925  $20 


1925  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  golden  beauty.  Pale  rose  and  olive 
iridescence  graces  the  highly  lustrous  surfaces  of  this  delightful  gem. 


1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  warm  olive  and  rose 
highlights. 


1754  1926  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  strong  cartwheel  lustre 
and  a whisper  of  pale  olive  iridescence. 


Notable  1926-S  Double  Eagle 

Choice  Mint  State 


1755  1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  lustrous  specimen,  a coin 
that  bespeaks  a finer  quality  at  first  glance.  Rich  honey  gold  surfaces 
display  attractive  olive  and  rose  iridescence.  A prized  rarity  in  Mint 
State  despite  a lofty  mintage  for  the  date  of  nearly  2.1  million  pieces. 
According  to  Breen’s  Encyclopedia,  most  Uncirculated  examples  of 
this  elusive  date  originated  from  French  banks  circa  1953  to  1956. 
While  not  a gem  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word  (MS-65  or  finer), 
the  present  specimen  is  certainly  “gem”  within  the  MS-64  range; 
we  have  difficulty  imagining  a finer  coin  at  that  level!  Regarding 
the  grade  of  the  present  specimen,  just  1 1 examples  of  the  date  have 
received  a finer  grade  from  PCGS.  It  is  entirely  probable  that  one 
glance  at  the  present  MS-64  coin  will  convince  you  that  you  need 
not  search  for  a MS-65  example  of  the  date! 


1756  1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  frosty  sur- 
faces and  a whisper  of  honey  iridescence. 
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Satiny  Gem  1928  $20 


1757  1928  MS-66  (NGC).  Deep  orange  gold  with  frosty  surfaces  and 
intense  cartwheel  lustrous.  Warm  honey  highlights  grace  the  high 
points. 


1758  1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sparkling  deep  orange  gold  with  intense 
cartwheel  lustre.  A lovely  gem. 


1759  1928  MS-65  (NGC)  . Bursts  of  intense  cartwheel  lustre  pepper  the 
satiny,  honey  gold  surfaces  of  this  attractive  gem. 


BULLION 


1760  1999-W  $5  gold  bullion  error.  Unfinished  Proof  dies.  MS-67 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  rich  yellow  golden  surfaces  show  the  satiny 
lustre  of  an  Uncirculated  strike,  due  to  the  cither  a Proof  die  being 
used  m the  production  of  Uncirculated  coins  (with  their  differently 
prepared  Uncirculated  planchets),  or  a series  of  Proofs  being  struck 
from  a die  that  was  improperly  finished  or  prepared — opinions  on 
the  subject  seem  to  differ.  We  tend  to  subscribe  to  the  latter  theory, 
as  the  planchet  does  show  a seeming  reflectivity  despite  the  fact  that 
the  die  shows  no  hallmarks  of  special  polishing  for  production  of 
Proof  coins.  An  interesting  and  scarce  modern  variety. 


END  OF  SALE 
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When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  choose  the  company  that  offers  you 
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and  expertise,  and  proven  financial  results.  Led  by  Q.  David  Bowers, 
who  can  boast  over  50  years  in  the  field  of  numismatics,  the  staff  of 
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Q.  David  Bowers  has  been  honored  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  with  its  two  highest  awards  — the  Farran 
Zerbe  Memorial  Award  and  Numismatist  of  the  Year.  Bowers  has 
served  as  president  of  both  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
(1983-1985)  and  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  (1977-1979), 
who  awarded  him  with  their  highest  honor,  the  Founder’s  Award. 
Bowers  is  the  only  person  to  have  served  as  president  of  both  these 
prestigious  organizations. 

Named  by  Coinage  magazine  as  one  of  the  “Numismatists  of  the  Century,”  Bowers  is  the 
author  of  more  than  40  works,  mostly  on  the  topic  of  rare  coins,  including  the  ANA  Centennial 
History,  History  of  United  States  Coinage  (for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University),  Adventures  with  Rare 
Coins,  the  two-volume  Silver  Dollars  andTrade  Dollars  of  the  United  States,  and  A California  Gold  Rush 
History.  More  of  Bowers’  books  have  won  “Book  of  the  Year”  honors  from  the  Numismatic  Literary 
Guild  and  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  than  have  those  of  any  other  author.  He  has  catalogued 
many  of  the  finest  collections  ever  assembled,  including  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  the  Norweb 
Collection,  the  Garrett  Collection,  and  the  Harry  W.  Bass  Jr.  Collection. 
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HARRINGTON  E,  MANVILLE 
RICHARD  MARGOLIS 
ANTHONY  TERRANOVA 
DAVID  TRIPP 
SUSAN  TRIPP 
KURT  BATY 
RANDOLPH  ZANDER 


FRANCIS  D.  CAMPBELL  LIBRARY  CHAIR 

In  support  of  your  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities 
challenge  grant  proposal,  I/we  hereby  give  the  sum  of 

%. to  be  used  to  match  and  to  be  expended  for  the 

approved  purposes  of  this  grant. 

□ My  check  is  enclosed  or, 

□ Please  charge  my  credit  card: 


♦ To  be  most  useful,  books  need 
a knowledgeable  librarian 


♦ Vibrant  libraries  are  basic  to 
a vibrant  constituency 


00  fO 

S-WE  'NVITE 

'“‘"VuSRABV  CHAIR 

the  past,  we 


TYPE  NUMBER 

EXP,  DATE 

Name: 

Address: 


Signature: Date: 


I Please  make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Numismatic  i 
I Society  Payments  can  also  be  transferred  electronically  by  > 
j wire  to  Chase  Bank,  New  York,  USA,  ABA  # 021 0001 28,  ! 

I account  # 1692500253565.  Please  inform  us  about  the  | 
I Tansferbyfaxat(212)  283-2267.  I 

I Your  gift  is  tax  deductible  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law.  I 

b — — — — — — — — 


Please  Donate  $5  Per  Lot  Won  As  Your 
Contribution  To  This  Most  Worthy  Cause! 

($5  per  lot  recommended...  any  amount  appreciated) 
Thank  you  for  your  support! 


The  American  Numismatic  Society 

617  West  155th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10032 
Tel  (212)  234-3130  Fax  (21 T 234  3381 
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